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5



MANAN, Vol. X, No. 1 & 2, January & July 2023 ISSN-2348-3849

E3

sk

In case of Newspaper Article, e.g.> Poddar, Ashis. "Ramayana microfilm in wobbly hands:
Microfilm of Original Manuscript of Krittibas Ojha Gathering Dust at Fulia Museum". In-
Times of India. November-2, 2009. P- 5.

In case of anonymous Document> Upanisad Granthabali. Edited and translated by Swami
Gambhirananda.7th Ed. Kolkata : Udbodhan Karyalaya, 2015. Vol. I-I1I.

In case of Classics> Kautiliya's Arthasastra. Translated by the Late Mahamahopadhyay,
Arthasastravisarada Vidyalamkara Panditaraja Dr. R. Samsastry. With an Introductory
note by the Late Dr. J. F. Fleet. 6th Ed. Mysore: Mysore Printing and Publishing House,
1960.

In case of Webliography, e. g. > http://www.erg.sabanciuniv.edu (accessed on January
2019)

Chart and diagram should be prepared in M S Office (Word/ Excel) and placed along with
the text, however if find difficult then it may be placed at the end of the article with proper
appendix.

Acknowledgments: as required. The date and place of the Interview is to be mentioned.

N. B.: Paper should be sent with a request to the Editor with an undertaking, that the

article/paper/report is original and never published anywhere in any form earlier.

Published by: The General Secretary, All Bengal State Govt. College Teachers'Association. Goenka
College of Commerce and Business Administration. 2nd Floor, 210, B. B. Ganguly Street, Kolkata-700012.
(Registered under W.B. Societies Registration Act, 1961, No. S/46170 of 1984-85)

Printed at: Century Press

Sudipta Sarkar

21 Patuatola lane, Kolkata-700009.

Mobile : 9830240480 E.mail : sudipta.press@gmail.com

6



MANAN, Vol. X, No. 1 & 2, January & July 2023 ISSN-2348-3849

MM ANAN

An Academic peer reviewed Journal of
All Bengal State Govt. College Teachers'Association

Vol. X, No. 1 & 2, January & July 2023

EDITORIAL

To be sure, the formation of All Bengal State Government College Teachers' Association
in the year 1984 is an important event in the history of West Bengal Government Colleges.
Some learned Government College Teachers in West Bengal come forward with their academic
spirit and formed this Association with a specific aim -academic, service-oriented and intellectual
purpose also. These teachers promised to publish a peer reviewed journal with ISSN to cope
with the existing and emerging situation and to fulfil the conditions created by University Grants
Commission from time to time. In this context, in the year 2014, the Association published
one bi-yearly Journal viz. ‘#ANAN? to provide opportunities to its members to cultivate
knowledge relating to their respective fields of interests and accordingly to publish their scientific
as well as researched oriented articles of course, in this academic journal-a Journal which is
patronised by its own members. Another feather which has been added to its cap is that the
bonafied members of the Association also have equal opportunities not only for discussion on
any local, regional, national and international issue/issues and verbal exchange of views with
other members of the same platform, but such bonafied members like all other members get
equal scope to express their opinion in writing through their contribution of valuable articles to
this Academic Journal i.e. in “Z#2ANAN?. It is also to be noted that with the patronise of 'All
Bengal State Government College Teachers' Association' and full support of our contributors,
our journal ‘#2ANAN?’ now ready to present this X-th volume to our members and to
others.

'Plagiarism' is concept though it is not a new concept or unknown to our country as many
ofus never enquire the background knowledge of this term. Long ago one of our literary
criticists, Rajasekhara of 9th century written in eighteen chapters, his book 'Kavyamimansa',
dealing with Alankara-Sastra (i.e. Indian Science of rhetoric and poetics), which is recognised
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as apoetical encyclopaedia. Here Rajasekhara mentioned the particular term 'Kavyaharana',
1.e. stealing of 'Kavya' from other previous works, is the idea of plagiarism as we know today.
Rajsekhara coined his views as "paraparayuktayoh savdarthayorupa nivandho haranam" which
clearly said that 'adaptation or appropriation of the word and meaning from other work of
earlier poets' is 'Kavyaharana', or plagiarism in todays concept (Kavyamimansa, Chapter
XI). Rajsekhara also discussed in this chapter of 'Kavyamimansa', different divisions and
subdivisions or varieties of approaches of 'Kavyaharana' or appropriations or plagiarism.
Before Rajekhara, no vivid discussions were made by earlier authors like Vamana,
Anandhavardhana etc. which recognised him different identities in the history of Poetics or
Sanskrit poetics. Dr. Shyam Sundar Kundu discussed in his article this particular subject from
the book 'Kavyamimansa' mentioned by Rajasekhara. Dr. Shyam Sundar Kundu also studied
and shown some specific examples of 'Kavyaharana' or plagiarism, practised by many other
authors even after the time of Rajsekhara. Dr. Kundu also quoted examples from Sanskrit
literatures and Bengali Literatures also which is of great interest to our readers.

Dr. Subal Chandra Biswas has made an interesting study of an American Educationist and
book lover who also happened to be a leader of America namely Thomas Jefferson (April
1743 to July 1826). Mr. Jefterson, as expressed by Dr. Biswas in his article, also officiated as
the third President. Admittedly, Dr. Biswas has interestingly highlighted the habit of Mr. Jefferson
to collect important books on America and also that of International Relation during his time.
So the readers might find interest to know about the interesting personality like Mr. Jefferson
who happened to be a political personality as well as a literary one.

"Kumbh Melas are held on the banks of river, i.e. on the banks of sacred rivers, Ganga in
Haridwar, Shipra in Ujjain, Godavari in Nasik, Maharastra, and Triveni Sangam, the confluence
of Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati (though invisible) in Prayagraj. Normal 'Kumbh Melas' held
once in every three years, 'Ardh Kumbha' Melas held in every six years, and "Purn Kumbh'
Melas held in every twelve years at the above auspicious locations. But "Maha Kumbh" held
only once in 144 (hundred forty four) years and is the Great Kumbh Mela which will be held
on 2025 at Prayagraj after a cycle of 12 'Kumbhs', i.e. once after 14 years as mentioned
earlier. It is also the world's largest gathering recognised by all.

Ashok Kumar Kundu, a freelance writer has covered all the 'Kumbh-Melas' in India, in
different places and in different time and he was waiting for the "Maha-Kumbh" to cover and
publish his account as he did while covering the earlier 'Kumbh-Melas'. Unfortunately his
sudden demise has happened and his mission was incomplete. Before taking his last breath he
completed his account whatever he observed in the Kumbh Melas except "Maha Kumbh
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Mela". We are fortunate enough to publish a small portion from his earlier account (unpublished
work covering 'Kumbh-Mela') in this Volume. If situation permits we will publish other portions
from his account covering 'Kumbh-Melas'.

Rabindranath Tagore sometimes recognised two learned persons only as his idol, one is
Dwijendranath Tagore (his elder brother) and another one is Peary Chand Mitra in his time.
Dr. Biman Mitra has made a thorough study on Peary Chand Mitra and highlighted the various
activities of Peary Chand Mitra. Such an endeavour of Dr Biman Mitra will undoubtedly help
the readers to know in more details about Peary Chand Mitra and also more information
about the eighteenth century intellectual in Bengal.

'Manasa-Mangal' sometimes widely appreciated by the people of Bengal and many poets
come forward to rewrite this by adaptations, prove the popularity of the Manasa -
Chandsadagor episode depicted in the 'Mangal-Kavyas'. It was popularised by the poets
from different parts Bengal with some regional biasness. Prof. Jayanti Saha, in her article
discussed and highlighted one 'Manasa Mangal' Kavya found in the Northern part of Bengal
written by Jagajjiban Ghosal which will surely appreciated by all.

In this way this volume of “#2ANAN? (Volume X, No. 1&2,2023) has been designed
and I, as an editor, hope that, this project will be appreciated by our readers as our earlier
publications. Credit goes to the contributors who have undertaken and performed such research
work to fulfil the basic objective of this publication. It is also to be mentioned here that, our
contributors are solely responsible in case of any question or dispute or criticism of their
articles. Neither the Editor nor our Organization will ever be responsible for any controversy
arising out of any papers being published in this volume. Thanks to our peer review team, our
Association and Press-workers and the Proprietor of Century Press also, whose laborious
work helps us to publish this volume.

Dr. Shyam Sundar Kundu
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The act of taking the writings of another person and passing them off as one’s own is
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Literature, Vol. -II, Oriental Books Reprint Corporation, 1972, (36 Translated from the
Original German by Mrs. S. Ketkar 2 ZCAMReT, (TN (AT R0 wiet 4fli—

... To-day we know him as one of the most prominent poets of Sanskrit literature, as the
most important predecessor of Kalidasa, and as the creator of epic, dramatic and lyrical
compositions; but of his life we know little. The traditions embodied in the Chinese and
Tibetan sources agree in asserting that Asvaghosa was a contemporary of King Kaniska (2nd

century A.D.) [@4ITF € Foot note-4 #iif5z ‘ According to Chinese sources, Asvaghosa was
the spiritual counsellor and Caraka was the medical adviser of King Kaniska.” [P-256-267).

QC8 APPENDIX-V (on page 257) S5 #Hifoz—

“Hence even now we have nothing beyond hypotheses as to Kaniska’s time.
Epigraphical, numismatical, archaeological and literary evidence points more and more to the
2nd century A. D. as the time when Kaniska reigned, and to round about 125 A.D. as the
probable date of his accession. This view, still maintain by a few scholars, that Kaniska is
the founder of the Saka era, which began in 78 A.D., is less likely to be correct.” [1bid,
P—o611]
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... this slender-bodies lady is more lovely even with her bark-cloth, to sweet forms, what
indeed, is not an embelishment?” [by, M. K. Kale]
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“Ho! Ho! Ye neighbouring trees of the penance grove! She who doth never try to drink
water first, until you are watered; she who though fond of ornaments; doth never pluck (Your
new) tendrils, out of affection for you; she whose (greatest) festivity is at the season of the

first appearence of your blossoms, even that same Sakuntala doth now proceed to her
husband’s abode. Let this be appeared by you all.”

[Translated by Ramendra Mohan Bose...]
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“Forward moves my body, while backward runs the restless heart, like the China-silk
cloth of banner borne against the wind.” ’ [Translated by M. R. Kale]
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“The library is a means of universal, perpetual self-education. The restrictive ‘a’ implies
that it is not only means, but merely one among many. There is nothing in the world that can
arrogate to itself its the function of being the sole means of education for anybody. In the
‘Bhagavata Purana, Yadu asks : “How O Sage, did you acquire without effort the wide and
clear wisdom by whose light you wonder like a child?”” The Brahmana replies; “Many are
my teachers, O king, whom I adopted by my own understanding; with the wisdom I imbibed

from them I go free from attachment.” Then he names twenty four teachers from earth to
wasp, and adds, ‘““My own body also is a teacher...”

I I TfEfe THAIG BITE SRS GV TR | T (T ST 5116 $eet
SR

A (1 A A 720 JFI S |
! I YCSRBAZ ©1g9 || 01
AT AgRREEICoR v 7 |

36




MANAN, Vol. X, No. 1 & 2, January & July 2023 ISSN-2348-3849

FATORGA: g “Iets Wy e || 0o ||

sy ZfRe e e s |

TR =P 7oA Tefaifes romFR 11 08 1

TS (3 S AEpiiefeaifares |

rpRfefetareamREIReT: |1 9|

JCol IR e [l TS |

wedll 7R [l SN (911 vv|)”

G T CHPBfT AWM (TEF (71 A7 T (9T FN | S90e8 IACH TS

ST AWM FCARCE Srofrv @, @ ATUFR STEF AW 2o 27 | (1A
W’_

“FeRIfE TG, (T (R 98 (T,
e 7 AFO o |
S @I IR, qitE 9F e,
O 20O we K799 ||
AlBCA &pd @i e ofe @7 =
Ao i T B |
Teffer Smi, 32 @ T
Toife el F
GIREISIERCIE L G e W2l
5% Y S SS9 |
P oI NG |
YT o 2, T A,
Tefre =i “17= |
ol T (T SN ||
O W 517 320 |
#fe @i (@ (T T8 209 |17
AP AT CINRCST G2 T GO T2 IR THIINCA G2 AIG! (FCETCR (F, GoF €73
STACRHE SCED FCACE | (@ Sl TRva Toifaae-2om atg ot S Sten-

37




MANAN, Vol. X, No. 1 & 2, January & July 2023 ISSN-2348-3849

ECA e, —

TIIACS G2 O SRYSH SHINCA #{E | OIS feresii w0l 2Re—9 g S (FIR 200
(AT, (F (oI &= 2 I3 ST &, Fof A0 | 512699 (AT TE I AwoFRl 1y o«
TRIZFIT FA 0T FE A — G TR IR g W 58 @i e IR | Arseans
T, — &% A0 DI (G A S0 3 | @F (A (91T G Ael, @F (A (O ©Ired e,
@F (T (OIF (BICAT et T4 TR GoRa—I13 @ | AT fied foea OF (mets 207,
O S T, e @ fres & e @317

SIFE (TS Aifbz SIS 7AITe” Il 28 T @7 (“GTe (V ST ATGORHIS
Aferetz..”) e M@ s :fore [ aoites SRR @i g FRew F7 gt 971 e @
WO GG -7 CERA *&= T (LI, oS 7= (o TR Fo-0H-(E W7
T | SR AT Bhe SuRe *ife N Tkl ARFCEAe a6 T (eed fesia
€ SO ARG (T Tod G IoNTHIG! SAET FCACRA | o110 IHACLT (FTL] (AT
(@G =R @1 2rRR) weel 4

“A shrewed observation made a century earlier by RAF Reaumur, a French Naturalist,
had suggested the use of wood fibre, while observing the habit of wasp, he was attracted
by the way of their constructing their nests with wood fibre. The walls of the nests resembled
paper, and he wrote to the French Royal Academy in 1719 “They teach us that paper can
be made from the fibre of plant without the use of rags and linen and some of them invite

us to try whether we can make fine and good paper from the use of certain woods.”
The wasp showing the way to Reaumur, the naturalist, recals the memory an interesting

episode in Bhagavata purana, an ancient classic in India.”
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“Manager : (Looking towards the curtain), —Actor, come here for a moment.
Enter Actor—
Actor : Sir, here I am.
Manager : [ have received the following order from the spectators;
“You must act at this spring festival a play named Malavikagnimitra, com-
posed by Kalidasa; therefore let the representation be begun.
Actor : Not so, I pray. Why do the spectators pass over the composions of famous

poets, like the honoured bards, Bhasa, Soumilla, Kaviputra and others, and do
such great honour to the work of Kalidasa, a modern poet?

[Translated literally by C.H. Tawney, Calcutta : Thacker, Spink and Co.,
1891.]
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“Manager : Ah! Your remark is wanting in critical acument. Observe! Every old poem
is not good because it is old; nor is every new poem to be blamed because
it is new; sound critics, after examination, choose one or the other, the
blackhead must have his judgement guided by the knowledge of his
neighbours.”
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Education and Enlightenment in Pyarichand Mitra's Literary Works

Dr. Biman Mitra*

Abstract :

This essay explores the themes of education and enlightenment in the literary works of
Pyarichand Mitra, a pivotal figure in Bengali literature. It examines how Pyarichand Mitra
portrays education as a transformative force, highlighting its role in societal progress and individual
empowerment. Through his narratives, the author critiques traditional practices and advocates
for modern educational ideals, emphasizing the importance of knowledge in overcoming ignorance
and oppression. The analysis also considers Pyarichand Mitra's perspectives on women's
education, illustrating his commitment to gender equality. Ultimately, the essay underscores
Pyarichand Mitra's enduring influence on the discourse surrounding education in Bengali society.

Key Words : Enlightenment , Transformative Force , Empowerment

Introduction :

Pyarichand Mitra (1814-1883), a pioneering figure in Bengali literature, was a writer, social
reformer, and advocate for educational progress. His contributions to the development of Bengali
prose and literature were significant, and through his novels, essays, and editorials, he emphasized
the need for education as a tool for societal transformation. Pyarichand Mitra, writing under the
pseudonym "Tekchand Thakur," used his literary works to question traditional norms and offer a
vision of modernity grounded in enlightenment and intellectual growth. Education, both formal
and informal, emerged as a central theme in his writings, often depicted as a key to personal and
societal advancement.

One of the hallmark characteristics of Pyarichand Mitra's works is his focus on the
enlightenment ideals of reason, critical thinking, and progress. His most famous novel, Alaler
Gharer Dulal (1857), considered the first Bengali social novel, satirizes the decadent lifestyle
of the wealthy while promoting the virtues of education. In the novel, Pyarichand Mitra contrasts
traditional education with the emerging modern forms of learning. Through the story's characters,
he critiques the superficial education provided by orthodox systems that often emphasized rote
learning over the development of rational and independent thought. The novel's protagonist,

*WBES, Assistant Professor, Government Training College, Hooghly
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Madhusudan, symbolizes the conflict between tradition and modernity, and his moral and
intellectual journey illustrates the potential of education to elevate individuals and society.

Pyarichand Mitra's advocacy for education extended beyond the novel form. He was deeply
involved in promoting women's education, which he saw as essential to the progress of society.
His works reflect his belief that the exclusion of women from educational opportunities hindered
both individual and social growth. In a time when women's literacy was considered unimportant,
Mitra boldly championed their right to learn and participate in intellectual life, believing that
educated women could foster enlightened families and communities.

Furthermore, Pyarichand Mitra's literary works often dealt with the tension between traditional
and modern education. In many of his writings, he underscores the importance of practical and
scientific knowledge, as opposed to the classical and religious instruction that dominated traditional
Indian education systems. He recognized the value of Western education but remained critical
of the uncritical adoption of Western ideals, arguing instead for a synthesis of the best elements
of both Eastern and Western thought.

Pyarichand Mitra's works also reveal his deep concern with the colonial education system.
He believed that while English education opened up new opportunities for Indians, it also created
a disconnect from indigenous culture and values. His writings suggest that true enlightenment
should come not from blind imitation of the West but through a balanced, critical approach that
respected native traditions while embracing the benefits of modern education.

Pyarichand Mitra's literary works are deeply intertwined with the themes of education and
enlightenment. Through his novels, essays, and other writings, he critically examined the role of
education in society and advocated for intellectual and social progress. His emphasis on the
need for a well-rounded education, one that fosters reason, critical thought, and social responsibility,
remains relevant to discussions on education reform and development even today.

Significance of the study:

Studying the themes of education and enlightenment in Pyarichand Mitra's literary works
holds significant value for understanding both the evolution of Bengali literature and the broader
social transformations of 19th-century Bengal. As one of the first Bengali authors to engage
with the themes of modernity, reform, and intellectual growth, Pyarichand Mitra's writings serve
as a critical bridge between traditional societal values and the emerging ideas of progress and
rationality brought by the Bengal Renaissance.

Pyarichand Mitra's exploration of education is particularly crucial for its emphasis on the
need for a more practical, critical, and inclusive approach to learning. His works offer a critical
analysis of both the indigenous education system and the colonial English education introduced
in India. By advocating for a synthesis of Western scientific knowledge and Eastern cultural
values, he presents a balanced and progressive view of education's role in individual and societal
advancement.
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Moreover, Pyarichand Mitra's focus on women's education and social reform was ground
breaking for its time. His literature not only critiques the exclusion of women from formal
education but also highlights the transformative potential of educated women in shaping enlightened
families and communities.

This study also provides insights into the historical context of colonial India, where education
was a battleground for cultural identity and intellectual autonomy. Analyzing Pyarichand Mitra's
works through this lens helps to illuminate how literature became a tool for advocating social
change, making this a relevant area of research for both literary scholars and historians alike.

Objective of the study:

® To analyze how Pyarichand Mitra portrays the contrast between traditional and modern
education in his literary works.

® To explore Pyarichand Mitra's advocacy for women's education and its role in societal
progress.

® To examine Pyarichand Mitra's critique of the colonial education system and his vision
for a balanced approach to learning.

® To understand the broader themes of enlightenment, intellectual growth, and social reform
as depicted in Pyarichand Mitra's writings.

Delimitation of the study:

This study on the themes of education and enlightenment in Pyarichand Mitra's literary
works is delimited by several factors to maintain focus and clarity.

First, the scope of analysis will be restricted to Pyarichand Mitra's most prominent works,
particularly Alaler Gharer Dulal, where his views on education, societal reform, and intellectual
growth are most evident. Other lesser-known works of Pyarichand Mitra may provide additional
insights, but they will not be the primary focus due to time and resource constraints.

Second, the study will focus primarily on Pyarichand Mitra's depiction of formal and informal
education in relation to social progress, rather than an exhaustive analysis of all themes present
in his body of work. Themes like social hierarchy, economic conditions, and cultural practices
may be touched upon but will not be deeply analyzed, as the focus remains on education and
enlightenment.

Third, while Pyarichand Mitra's writings offer a critique of both traditional Indian and colonial
English education systems, this study will not delve extensively into comparative education
systems outside of the colonial context. The aim is to highlight Pyarichand Mitra's perspective
within 19th-century Bengal, rather than engage in broader global educational theories.

Lastly, the study will limit its historical context to the Bengal Renaissance period, specifically
the mid-19th century, to align with the time when Pyarichand Mitra was writing. The impact of
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his ideas in later periods will not be explored in depth, as this is beyond the scope of this specific
analysis.

Area of the study :

The area of this study focuses on the depiction of education and the concept of enlightenment
in the literary works of Pyarichand Mitra, particularly during the 19th-century Bengal
Renaissance. It explores how Pyarichand Mitra used literature as a platform to critique the
existing education systems, including traditional Indian and colonial English models, and advocate
for modern, rational, and inclusive approaches to learning. The study will concentrate on his
novel Alaler Gharer Dulal, which provides a critical portrayal of the transition from traditional
to modern education, and reflects Pyarichand Mitra's progressive views on intellectual and
social reform.

Additionally, this research will examine Pyarichand Mitra's emphasis on women's education
as an essential aspect of societal progress, a theme that was ahead of its time in colonial Bengal.
The study will also cover his views on enlightenment ideals, such as rationality, critical thinking,
and the synthesis of Western and Eastern knowledge systems.

This analysis primarily belongs to the fields of Bengali literature, social reform, and the
history of education in colonial India. By studying Pyarichand Mitra's works, the research aims
to offer insights into how literature influenced the educational discourse and intellectual
developments of 19th-century Bengal.

Methodology of the study:

The methodology of this study will involve a comprehensive literary analysis of Pyarichand
Mitra's works, focusing on the themes of education and enlightenment. This qualitative research
approach will aim to interpret and contextualize Pyarichand Mitra's views on education, intellectual
growth, and societal reform as presented in his novels and essays. The methodology is structured
around three key components: textual analysis, historical contextualization, and thematic
exploration.

® Textual Analysis

The primary method for this study is an in-depth analysis of Pyarichand Mitra's writings,
with a particular emphasis on his most notable work, Alaler Gharer Dulal (1857). This novel,
recognized as the first social novel in Bengali literature, will serve as the main text for exploring
Pyarichand Mitra's views on education. Close reading techniques will be employed to identify
and interpret key passages that discuss the contrast between traditional and modern education,
women's education, and the role of intellectual enlightenment in social reform. The analysis will
focus on how Pyarichand Mitra portrays characters' educational experiences and how these
reflect broader societal challenges.

Secondary texts by Pyarichand Mitra, including his essays, editorials, and other literary works,
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will also be examined to provide a broader understanding of his views. These texts will be
analyzed for their language, tone, and narrative strategies, especially in relation to the depiction
of rationality, critical thinking, and the benefits of education.

® Historical Contextualization

To understand the educational and enlightenment themes in Pyarichand Mitra's works, it is
essential to place them within the historical context of 19th-century Bengal. The Bengal
Renaissance was a period of social and intellectual awakening, marked by debates around
modern education, colonialism, and social reform. This study will incorporate historical research
to better understand the intellectual environment in which Pyarichand Mitra was writing, including
the colonial policies on education, the rise of English-medium schools, and the reform movements
led by figures such as Raja Ram Mohan Roy and Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar.

By situating Pyarichand Mitra's writings within this broader context, the research will explore
how his works contributed to and reflected the intellectual debates of his time. This historical
perspective will also include an examination of the prevailing educational systems, including
traditional Sanskrit-based education and the new English-oriented schools, to highlight Mitra's
critique and vision for a balanced, rational education system.

® Thematic Exploration
The study will focus on three primary themes related to education and enlightenment:

o Traditional vs. Modern Education: The analysis will explore how Pyarichand Mitra
critiques traditional forms of education, often depicted as rigid and dogmatic, while
advocating for a modern, rational, and practical education that encourages critical thinking
and intellectual growth.

® Women's Education: Pyarichand Mitra's progressive stance on women's education
will be a major focus, examining how he portrayed the exclusion of women from
educational opportunities and argued for their empowerment through learning.

o Enlightenment Ideals: The study will explore Pyarichand Mitra's emphasis on
enlightenment ideals, such as reason, rationality, and progress, and how these ideas are
embedded in his advocacy for a more inclusive and modern education system.

® Secondary Literature and Scholarly Review

In addition to primary texts, secondary literature will be reviewed to support the analysis.
This includes scholarly works on Pyarichand Mitra, the Bengal Renaissance, and the history of
education in colonial India. By engaging with existing research, the study will place Mitra's
writings within the broader discourse on education reform and enlightenment in 19th-century
Bengal.

The methodology of this study combines literary analysis, historical research, and thematic
exploration to provide a comprehensive understanding of how Pyarichand Mitra's literary works
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address the themes of education and enlightenment. Through this approach, the study aims to
contribute to a deeper appreciation of Pyarichand Mitra's role in shaping the discourse on
education and social progress during a pivotal time in Bengal's intellectual history.

Statement of the problem:

The problem this study addresses is the lack of comprehensive exploration of education and
enlightenment in the literary works of Pyarichand Mitra, a pivotal figure in 19th-century Bengali
literature. Although Pyarichand Mitra is recognized for his contributions to Bengali prose,
particularly through his novel Alaler Gharer Dulal, the critical themes of education and intellectual
enlightenment in his works have not been thoroughly examined. During the Bengal Renaissance,
when education reform and social progress were widely debated, Pyarichand Mitra used literature
as amedium to critique traditional education systems, promote modern education, and advocate
for women's intellectual empowerment.

This study seeks to address the gap in scholarly attention regarding how Pyarichand Mitra's
works critique the existing education system, both traditional Indian and colonial English, and
advocate for a balanced, rational, and inclusive approach to learning. It also highlights his forward-
thinking stance on women's education, a subject that was largely neglected in his time. The
problem lies in the underrepresentation of Pyarichand Mitra's educational philosophy within
literary criticism, particularly how it reflects the broader intellectual and social movements of
the 19th century. By focusing on these themes, this research aims to contribute to a fuller
understanding of Pyarichand Mitra's role as a literary figure engaged in promoting enlightenment
ideals and educational reform during a transformative period in Bengal's history.

Review of the literature:

The themes of education and enlightenment in Pyarichand Mitra's literary works have been
explored to varying degrees by scholars, though much of the research tends to focus on his
contribution to Bengali literature as a whole, rather than specifically on his educational philosophy.
Several key works provide insight into Pyarichand Mitra's approach to these themes, with
discussions around the socio-cultural context of 19th-century Bengal and its educational reform
movements.

® Pyarichand Mitra's Role in Bengali Prose Development
® Sukumar Sen, in his seminal work History of Bengali Literature (1960),

Acknowledges Pyarichand Mitra's significant role in modernizing Bengali prose. Sen discusses
how Pyarichand Mitra's Alaler Gharer Dulal introduced a new form of literary expression that
was accessible to the common reader, moving away from the ornate, Sanskrit-influenced language
of earlier Bengali writings. While Sen's focus is more on the literary evolution, he notes that
Pyarichand Mitra's style facilitated the spread of modern ideas, including education reform, as
the language became more relatable to the educated and emerging middle class. This
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democratization of language indirectly supported the broader enlightenment ideals by making
critical ideas more accessible.

® Education in Colonial Bengal
Tapan Raychaudhuri's Europe Reconsidered (1988)

Provides an in-depth exploration of how colonial education systems were received and critiqued
by Bengali intellectuals, including Pyarichand Mitra. Raychaudhuri discusses the duality of English
education in colonial Bengal, portraying it as both an avenue for progress and a tool for cultural
domination. Mitra, in works like Alaler Gharer Dulal, reflects this tension by critiquing the
uncritical adoption of Western values while advocating for the importance of rational thinking
and critical education. Raychaudhuri's analysis helps frame Pyarichand Mitra's writings within
the broader intellectual context of Bengal's educational reform movements, shedding light on
Mitra's nuanced stance.

® Women's Education and Social Reform
Geraldine Forbes, in Women in Modern India (1996),

Highlights the importance of women's education during the Bengal Renaissance, focusing on
figures like Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar. While Forbes does not extensively discuss Pyarichand
Mitra, her work provides an essential backdrop to understanding the importance of women's
education in Pyarichand Mitra's literature. In Alaler Gharer Dulal, Pyarichand Mitra explores
themes of women's intellectual empowerment, challenging the patriarchal structures that limited
women's access to education. Pyarichand Mitra's advocacy for women's education aligns with
the broader reformist discourse of the time, as seen in Vidyasagar's work, though Pyarichand
Mitra's approach is more implicit through his literary representations.

® Bengal Renaissance and Intellectual Enlightenment

Sumit Sarkar, in his influential work The Bengal Renaissance and Other Essays (1970),
Explores the socio-political and cultural dimensions of the Bengal Renaissance, where education
played a pivotal role in societal reform. Sarkar mentions Pyarichand Mitra as part of the second
generation of Bengali intellectuals who engaged with modernity through literature. He notes
that Mitra's novels, particularly Alaler Gharer Dulal, reflect the cultural shift from traditionalism
to modernity. Sarkar emphasizes how education, especially Western education, was seen as the
key to intellectual enlightenment during this period, and Pyarichand Mitra's writings critique both
the rigidity of traditional learning systems and the alienation caused by uncritical adoption of
colonial education.

® Criticism of Traditional Education Systems
Asit Kumar Bandyopadhyay, in Bangla Sahityer Itihas (1975),

Elaborates on Pyarichand Mitra's critique of traditional education. He explains how Pyarichand
Mitra, like other Bengal Renaissance figures, saw the limitations of the Sanskrit-based education
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system, which emphasized rote learning and religious orthodoxy without fostering critical thinking.
In Alaler Gharer Dulal, Pyarichand Mitra portrays the ineffectiveness of this system in preparing
individuals for the challenges of a modern, evolving society. Bandyopadhyay's analysis points to
Pyarichand Mitra's advocacy for a more balanced approach that blends the best aspects of both
traditional and modern education.

o Synthesis of Western and Eastern Knowledge
Sumit Chakrabarti, in his essay on Alaler Gharer Dulal (2011),

Explores the complex portrayal of Western education in Pyarichand Mitra's writings. He
argues that while Pyarichand Mitra appreciated the rationality and critical thinking fostered by
Western education, he was wary of its alienating effect on students who lost touch with their
cultural roots. Chakrabarti's analysis aligns with Mitra's broader views on enlightenment, where
education should lead to intellectual growth without forsaking cultural identity. He underscores
how Pyarichand Mitra's ideal of education sought a synthesis of Western scientific knowledge
and Eastern cultural values.

The existing literature on Pyarichand Mitra's works provides valuable insights into his
contributions to Bengali literature and social reform, particularly in the areas of education and
enlightenment. While much of the research focuses on his literary innovations, scholars like
Raychaudhuri, Sarkar, and Bandyopadhyay touch upon the broader intellectual and educational
themes in his works. Pyarichand Mitra's nuanced critique of both traditional Indian and colonial
English education, his advocacy for women's intellectual empowerment, and his support for a
rational, balanced approach to learning position him as a significant figure in the educational
discourse of 19th-century Bengal.

Analysis of the objective:

® Pyarichand Mitra portrays the contrast between traditional and modern education
in his literary works.

Pyarichand Mitra, a key figure of 19th-century Bengali literature, effectively portrays the
contrast between traditional and modern education in his works, most notably in his seminal
novel Alaler Gharer Dulal (1857). His writings reflect the intellectual tensions of the Bengal
Renaissance, a time when the education system in India was undergoing profound changes due
to British colonial influence and internal reform movements. Mitra's portrayal of this contrast is
not merely a critique of old versus new systems but a nuanced exploration of the benefits and
shortcomings of both traditional Indian and modern Western education.

Traditional Education: Rote Learning and Religious Orthodoxy

Pyarichand Mitra's depiction of traditional education in his works highlights its rigidity and
failure to adapt to the changing times. In Alaler Gharer Dulal, the protagonist's education is
symbolic of the outdated and ineffective systems prevalent in Indian society. The traditional
method of learning, based on rote memorization, Sanskrit texts, and religious instruction, is critiqued
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for its lack of critical thinking and practical applicability in the modern world. This form of
education, deeply rooted in religious orthodoxy, focused on preserving age-old customs rather
than encouraging innovation, personal growth, or societal advancement.

Pyarichand Mitra illustrates how traditional education confined individuals within a narrow
worldview, limiting their intellectual horizons. It was often disconnected from real-life needs,
producing individuals who could recite scriptures but lacked the ability to engage with new ideas
or the complexities of a rapidly modernizing world. Through this portrayal, Pyarichand Mitra
reflects the views of many Bengal Renaissance thinkers, who criticized the inability of the
traditional education system to foster rationality and progress.

Modern Education: Rationality and Alienation

On the other hand, Pyarichand Mitra also explores the modern, Western education system
introduced by the British colonial administration. While modern education is portrayed as a
necessary development that fosters critical thinking, scientific inquiry, and rationality, Pyarichand
Mitra does not accept it uncritically. In his works, Western education is shown to empower
individuals by providing access to new knowledge and the skills required for progress in the
contemporary world. It represents enlightenment ideals, focusing on reason, individualism, and
progress, and is often depicted as superior to the stagnant traditional system.

However, Pyarichand Mitra also reveals the alienating effects of modern education. In A/aler
Gharer Dulal, for instance, the protagonist, who has been exposed to Western education,
struggles with an identity crisis. He becomes disconnected from his cultural roots, feeling distanced
from both the traditional Indian values and the English-dominated society. This alienation was a
common theme in the literature of the Bengal Renaissance, as many educated Indians faced a
similar dilemma. Modern education, while intellectually liberating, often created a cultural divide,
as it was imposed in a colonial context that devalued indigenous knowledge and traditions.

Synthesis of Education

Pyarichand Mitra's literary works ultimately advocate for a balanced approach to education-
one that incorporates the rationality and critical thinking promoted by modern education while
maintaining respect for cultural identity and traditional values. His critique of both traditional and
modern systems suggests that education should not solely rely on memorization or blind adherence
to Western ideals but should foster an environment where students can think critically and
engage with both their cultural heritage and the broader global intellectual currents.

In this sense, Pyarichand Mitra reflects the broader intellectual currents of the Bengal
Renaissance, which sought to blend Eastern and Western knowledge to create a more holistic
and progressive educational system. His works champion an educational ideal that promotes not
only intellectual enlightenment but also cultural continuity, encouraging individuals to become
both rational thinkers and responsible members of their society.

Through his literary works, Pyarichand Mitra presents a complex, nuanced portrayal of the
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contrast between traditional and modern education. While he critiques the stagnancy of the
traditional system, he also warns of the dangers of uncritically adopting Western education. His
writings advocate for a synthesis of the two, aiming to create an educational framework that
supports rational thought and societal progress without eroding cultural identity.

o Pyarichand Mitra's advocacy for women's education and its role in societal progress.

Pyarichand Mitra, a prominent figure of the 19th-century Bengal Renaissance, was a vocal
advocate for women's education, recognizing its critical role in societal progress. Through his
literary works, particularly his novel Alaler Gharer Dulal, Pyarichand Mitra highlights the
transformative potential of educating women and critiques the patriarchal structures that hinder
their intellectual development. His advocacy is situated within a broader reformist movement
that sought to uplift society by challenging traditional norms and promoting modern values.

The Importance of Women's Education

Pyarichand Mitra firmly believed that women's education was essential for the overall progress
of society. He argued that educated women would not only enhance their own lives but also
contribute positively to the family and community. In Alaler Gharer Dulal, he presents female
characters who embody the struggles and aspirations of women seeking knowledge and
empowerment. These characters challenge the prevailing notion that education is unnecessary
or even harmful for women, demonstrating that education fosters independence, critical thinking,
and moral development.

By promoting women's education, Pyarichand Mitra aimed to break the cycle of ignorance
that perpetuated social inequalities. He understood that an educated woman could become an
agent of change within her family and community, ultimately leading to a more enlightened and
progressive society. This vision was aligned with the ideals of the Bengal Renaissance, which
emphasized rationality, social reform, and the empowerment of marginalized groups.

Critique of Traditional Gender Roles

Pyarichand Mitra's writings also critique the traditional gender roles that restricted women's
access to education. He exposes the contradictions in a society that venerates learning yet
denies it to half of its population. In his narrative, the barriers to women's education-such as
societal expectations, family opposition, and economic constraints-are portrayed as significant
obstacles to both personal and societal advancement.

In Alaler Gharer Dulal, Pyarichand Mitra juxtaposes the plight of educated women with
those who remain confined to the domestic sphere, illustrating the stark differences in their
opportunities and outlooks. This contrast not only highlights the injustices faced by women but
also serves as a call to action for reformers and society at large. By advocating for women's
education, Pyarichand Mitra challenges the deeply ingrained patriarchal attitudes that viewed
women primarily as wives and mothers, instead promoting a vision of women as intellectual
equals capable of contributing to society.

57



MANAN, Vol. X, No. 1 & 2, January & July 2023 ISSN-2348-3849

Impact on Social Reform Movements

Pyarichand Mitra's advocacy for women's education was part of a larger social reform
movement in Bengal that included figures like Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar and Raja Ram Mohan
Roy. These reformers recognized the necessity of educating women as a means to combat
social evils such as child marriage, dowry, and female illiteracy. Mitra's writings provided a
literary platform that complemented the efforts of these reformers, inspiring readers to rethink
their attitudes towards women's roles in society.

Pyarichand Mitra's emphasis on women's education can be seen as a precursor to later
movements that would strive for gender equality and women's rights in India. His works
contributed to a growing awareness of the importance of women's empowerment, laying the
groundwork for future generations of feminists and social reformers.

Pyarichand Mitra's advocacy for women's education was a crucial aspect of his literary and
reformist endeavors. Through his works, he illuminated the transformative power of education
in empowering women and fostering societal progress. By critiquing traditional gender roles and
emphasizing the importance of women's intellectual development, Pyarichand Mitra not only
contributed to the discourse on education but also championed a vision of a more equitable and
enlightened society. His legacy as a pioneer of women's education continues to resonate in
contemporary discussions about gender equality and social reform.

® Pyarichand Mitra's critique of the colonial education system and his vision for a
balanced approach to learning.

Pyarichand Mitra, a notable figure in 19th-century Bengali literature, offered a nuanced
critique of the colonial education system in his writings, particularly in his celebrated novel
Alaler Gharer Dulal. His observations reflect a critical engagement with the socio-political
realities of his time, where Western educational practices were imposed within the colonial
framework. While acknowledging the benefits of modern education, Pyarichand Mitra
simultaneously highlighted its limitations and advocated for a balanced approach to learning that
would integrate both Western and indigenous knowledge.

Critique of the Colonial Education System

Pyarichand Mitra's critique of the colonial education system centers on its alienating nature
and the cultural dislocation it imposed on Indian students. He recognized that while the introduction
of English education brought access to modern scientific knowledge and critical thinking skills, it
often came at the expense of Indian cultural heritage and values. In Alaler Gharer Dulal,
Pyarichand Mitra illustrates the conflict faced by characters who, upon receiving a Western
education, find themselves estranged from their own traditions and familial ties. This alienation
is not just personal but reflects a broader societal dislocation, as the colonial education system
promoted a mindset that devalued indigenous knowledge and traditions.

Pyarichand Mitra's writings expose the superficiality of a system that emphasized rote
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memorization and the mechanical application of knowledge, rather than fostering genuine
understanding or intellectual curiosity. He critiques the curriculum that prioritized British literature
and history while neglecting the rich tapestry of Indian cultural and historical narratives. This
oversight not only diminished the educational experience of students but also reinforced a colonial
worldview that positioned Western knowledge as superior.

Vision for a Balanced Approach to Learning

In response to the shortcomings of the colonial education system, Pyarichand Mitra advocated
for a balanced approach to learning that would synthesize Western educational practices with
traditional Indian knowledge systems. He envisioned an education that would empower students
to think critically while remaining rooted in their cultural heritage. This dual approach aimed to
cultivate a sense of identity and belonging while equipping individuals with the skills necessary to
engage with a rapidly changing world.

Pyarichand Mitra's perspective aligns with the broader ethos of the Bengal Renaissance,
which sought to integrate modernity with tradition. He believed that education should not merely
be about the acquisition of knowledge but also about personal development and social
responsibility. In his narratives, characters who embrace a balanced education emerge as
enlightened individuals capable of navigating the complexities of their environment. They become
agents of change, equipped to challenge societal norms and contribute positively to their
communities.

Moreover, Pyarichand Mitra emphasized the importance of moral and ethical education
alongside academic learning. He argued that education should foster values such as empathy,
social justice, and community service, which are essential for building a harmonious society. By
integrating these values into the educational framework, Pyarichand Mitra envisioned an educated
citizenry that would be both intellectually capable and socially responsible.

Pyarichand Mitra's critique of the colonial education system and his advocacy for a balanced
approach to learning resonate with contemporary discussions on educational reform. By
recognizing the limitations of an education system that prioritizes Western knowledge at the
expense of indigenous traditions, Pyarichand Mitra's insights remain relevant today. His vision
for an integrated education-one that harmonizes modernity with cultural heritage-serves as a
guiding principle for developing educational frameworks that respect diversity while fostering
critical thinking and social responsibility. Through his literary works, Pyarichand Mitra not only
critiques the status quoted but also inspires future generations to seek a more holistic and inclusive
approach to education.

® The broader themes of enlightenment, intellectual growth, and social reform as
depicted in Pyarichand Mitra's writings.

Pyarichand Mitra, a pivotal figure of the 19th-century Bengal Renaissance, intricately weaves

themes of enlightenment, intellectual growth, and social reform throughout his literary works.
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His writings reflect the socio-cultural upheaval of the time, characterized by the interplay between
traditional Indian values and the encroaching influence of Western ideas. Through his narratives,
particularly in novels like Alaler Gharer Dulal, Pyarichand Mitra advocates for a transformative
approach to education and societal values, emphasizing the need for a collective awakening.

Enlightenment and Intellectual Growth

Pyarichand Mitra's writings strongly embody the Enlightenment ideals that emphasize reason,
critical thinking, and the pursuit of knowledge. He champions the importance of education as a
vehicle for intellectual empowerment, recognizing that true enlightenment arises from questioning
existing norms and embracing new ideas. In Alaler Gharer Dulal, the protagonist's journey
reflects a struggle for self-discovery and understanding, serving as a metaphor for the broader
quest for enlightenment within Indian society.

Pyarichand Mitra critiques the rigid, rote-based educational systems of his time, which stifled
creativity and critical thought. Instead, he advocates for an education that nurtures individuality
and encourages intellectual curiosity. His vision aligns with the Enlightenment philosophy that
values rational discourse and the application of knowledge for the betterment of society. By
promoting a more holistic approach to education, Pyarichand Mitra seeks to cultivate a generation
that is not only knowledgeable but also capable of thoughtful engagement with the world around
them.

Social Reform

In addition to advocating for intellectual growth, Pyarichand Mitra's writings reflect a deep
commitment to social reform. He is acutely aware of the socio-political challenges facing 19th-
century Bengal, including gender inequality, caste discrimination, and the remnants of feudalism.
Through his narratives, he addresses these issues, highlighting the necessity of reforming societal
attitudes and practices to create a more equitable and just society.

Pyarichand Mitra's portrayal of women, particularly in Alaler Gharer Dulal, underscores
his progressive stance on gender equality and women's education. He critiques the traditional
view that confines women to domestic roles, advocating instead for their intellectual and social
empowerment. By depicting educated female characters who defy societal expectations,
Pyarichand Mitra challenges prevailing gender norms and envisions a society where women are
active participants in social, cultural, and intellectual life.

Interplay of Enlightenment and Social Reform

The interplay between enlightenment and social reform is a recurring theme in Pyarichand
Mitra's work. He posits that intellectual growth is essential for meaningful social change. An
enlightened individual, equipped with knowledge and critical thinking skills, is better positioned to
challenge social injustices and contribute to the collective progress of society. This relationship
underscores Pyarichand Mitra's belief that education is not merely an individual pursuit but a
societal imperative.
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Pyarichand Mitra's advocacy for reform is rooted in a vision of a more humane and
compassionate society. He emphasizes moral education alongside intellectual development,
arguing that true enlightenment must encompass ethical considerations. By fostering a sense of
social responsibility and empathy, Pyarichand Mitra aims to cultivate citizens who are not only
intellectually capable but also committed to the welfare of their communities.

In summary, Pyarichand Mitra's writings encapsulate the broader themes of enlightenment,
intellectual growth, and social reform. Through his critique of traditional educational practices
and his advocacy for women's empowerment, he reflects the transformative spirit of the Bengal
Renaissance. Pyarichand Mitra's work remains relevant today, reminding us of the enduring
connection between education, critical thought, and the pursuit of social justice. His vision for an
enlightened society, rooted in intellectual and ethical development, continues to inspire discussions
on the role of education in fostering societal change.

Conclusion / Findings

Pyarichand Mitra's literary contributions intricately weave together critical themes surrounding
education, gender, and social reform in 19th-century Bengal. His portrayal of the contrast between
traditional and modern education reveals the limitations of rote learning and the necessity for a
more holistic educational approach that fosters critical thinking and creativity. Pyarichand Mitra
advocates for a synthesis of these educational paradigms, emphasizing that while modern
education introduces valuable ideas, it should also honor and incorporate indigenous knowledge
and cultural heritage.

Central to his work is the strong advocacy for women's education, which he identifies as
vital for societal progress. Pyarichand Mitra illustrates how educating women not only empowers
them as individuals but also uplifts families and communities. His narratives feature strong
female characters who challenge societal norms, underscoring the transformative potential of
women's education in dismantling patriarchal structures.

Pyarichand Mitra's critique of the colonial education system highlights the cultural dislocation
it fosters, warning against an uncritical acceptance of Western ideals. He envisions an educational
framework that balances modern and traditional elements, promoting moral and ethical growth
alongside academic knowledge. This balanced approach is essential for nurturing responsible
citizens who can engage thoughtfully with their society.

Ultimately, the broader themes of enlightenment, intellectual growth, and social reform permeate
Pyarichand Mitra's writings. He champions the idea that education should inspire critical thought
and foster a sense of social responsibility, positioning the educated individual as a catalyst for
positive change. Through his work, Pyarichand Mitra not only advocates for a more inclusive
and equitable society but also lays the groundwork for future discussions on the role of education
in achieving social justice and empowerment, making his insights relevant even today.
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Theme of the cover: Know our Heritage

Description: Six line, three stanza Meharauli Iron Pillar
inscription, the oldest one having Sanskrit inscription in Delhi
with Gupta-Brahmi Script. The inscription elaborates the
military exploits of a monarch, who is simply referred to as
Chandra in the inscription. On palaeographic grounds (i.e.
based on nature of the characters of Gupta-Brahmi) the
inscription can be dated to early fifth century A.D. Chandra
has been identified with Chandragupta-II, Vikramaditya (A.D.
375-414).

Special feature: More than 1600 years ago this is a marvellous
engineering achievement, is a structure 7.21 metres (23 feet 8
inches) high with 41-centimetre (16 in) diameter was
constructed as no rust on the Iron Pillar is found till date though
it has erected in the open space. It creates curiosity among the
metallurgists as what chemicals was mixed while making this
beautiful pillar.
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