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EDITORIAL

I feel proud to say that in spite of many difficulties, our Academic Journal "##2ANAN' Vol. VI,
No.1&2, 2019 has now been published. Ours is an Academic Organisation, every member of
our Association and many other learned persons having thrust for knowledge and information
have been provided with ample opportunity for their intellectual exercise according to their area
of interest. There is no denying of the fact that 722 ANAN' extends this intellectual platform for
the enrichment of our field-specific and subject-specific knowledge. I like to mention in this
context that I had a desire to publish a commemorative volume on Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar
on the occasion of his two hundred years of birth anniversary and I feel glad to say that it is
possible for me to successfully publish a few important articles on Vidyasagar as our tribute to
this great man and educationist, a philanthropist and above all a great social reformer that our
country has ever produced. So, on the eve of the publication of this volume I never miss the
opportunity to express my deep sense of gratitude and many heart-felt thanks to those who
have, in spite of their busy schedule, contributed their valued writings for the publication of the
present Volume i.e. Vol. VI, No1&2, 2019.

Dr. Shyam Sundar Kundu through his rigorous studies has drawn our attention to a significant
contribution left by Vidyasagar towards the development and further enrichment as well as
preservation of the Sanskrit College Library. Perhaps this valuable contribution of Vidyasagar
was not known to many of us. Dr. Kundu has pin pointedly thrown light to this hidden fact. This
aspect of Vidyasagar's contribution was based on the original letters and reports during the
tenure when he was the Principal of The Sanskrit College. Dr. Pranab Kumar Ganguly has
focused on the ever memorable role played by Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar for the emancipation
of women for which every Indian women will remember this great humanist with due regard.
Dr. Rabin Ghosh has analysed an important aspect of the literary works of Vidyasagar i.e. his
literary works based on translating classic books of Hindi, English and Sanskrit. Mr. Ghosh has
explained in a very elegant manner that Vidyasagar did never mechanically translate any book,
rather he successfully made addition, alteration and modification to the extent it is required for
its assimilation with his work of translation. Dr. Goutam Patra in his article on Vidyasagar has



rightly pointed out that in spite of continuous opposition from several corners he continued with
his movement against the atrocities on the women in order to give them a place of dignity
through their educational and socio-cultural development. Mr. Sujit Chattapadhyay in his writings
has logically explained the reciprocity in the life and thoughts of the two stalwarts-Vidyasagar
and Akshay Kumar Dutta. Sri Chattapadhyay has explained in unambiguous term that unlike
Akshay Kumar the protest made by Vidyasagar against the then social evils was not confined to
reformatory writings; rather he provided an able leadership to achieve his goal.

Moreover, apart from the writings on Vidyasagar, articles from other fields of knowledge have
also found place in Part 2 in the present Volume. Prof. Salma Ahmed of Jahangirnagar University,
Dhaka, has very convincingly discussed from historical perspective the evolution and gradual
development of photography and its present state in the context of Bangladesh, the country
waiting to celebrate within a couple of years its 50th anniversary of Independent year. This
article is rightly designed with some rare photographies which has thrown light on the
photographers also, whose contributions are often out of sight to the common people. Mr. Kaustav
Chakraborty has contributed an article which is very pertinent and relevant through his writings
he has shown. [ am thankful to all of my learned contributors.

It is to be noted that the contributors solely deserve the credit for their writings but at the same
time, are equally responsible for the criticism or dispute, if any, for the publication of their
articles. Our Association (i.e. All Bengal State Govt. College Teachers' Association) will not be
responsible in case of any question or dispute arising out of their articles that have been published.
I conclude with an appeal to all of my learned colleagues and other learned persons to contribute
their valuable articles for regular publication and further enrichment of this peer-reviewed journal
"M ANAN'

Dr. Shyam Sundar Kundu
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of Nur Jahan) rice it is said, sold at the rate of eight mounds per rupee’. [*‘Memoirs of Gour
And Pandua’, by Khan Sahib Abid Ali Khan (1924). Edited and revised by H. E. Stapleton,

Director of Public Instruction, 1930, p. 25]
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“... from Eshwrchndra Shrma, Principal of the Sanscrit College, to W. Gordon Young,
Director of Public Instruction :

“A very valuable manuscript of the Ramayana in original Sanscrit with commentaries
being procurable at the sum of Rupees 110/- and it is being desirable to have such a copy
in the College Library. I have the honour to solicit your permission to purchase it, the price
being paid from the sale proceeds of the Library Books which were in deposit with the late

* W.B.E.S. Section Grade Librarian, Govt. College of Art and Craft, Calcutta, 28, J.L. Nehru Road,
Kolkata-700 016. E-mail : dr.s.s.kundu@gmail.com
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Council of Education and from which fund Sanscrit works have on several occasions been
purchsed with sanction.” (Files letters sent, 1857-59, Vol. IX, Sanskrit College).
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F. J. Mouat, Secretary to the Council of Education, in his letter No. 3601, dated 14
December 1850, to J. P. Grant, Secretary to the Government of Bengal Stated :

‘I have the honour by direction of the Council of Education to report for the information
of the Government and for communciation to the offices of Pay and Audit that Pundit
Muddun Mohun Tarkolunkar Professor of Sahitya at the Sanscrit College of Calcutta having
resigned his post it has been filled up by the appointent to it of Pundit Iswar Chundra
Vidyasagar.” (Education Department Procedings No. 11, 18 December 1850).
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W. Seton - Karr, Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal, in his letter No. 37,
dated 22 Janury 1851, to Vidyasagar Stated :

“I am directed by the Deputy Governor of Bengal to inform you that His Honour has
been pleased this day to appoint you to be Principal of the Sanscrit College on a salary of

Rs. 150 per mensem.” (Education Department Proceedings No. 5, 29 January 1851).
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“Vidyasagar in his letter No. 867, dated 2 May 1853, to W.P. Palmer, Civil Auditor
Furnished a short account of his previous appointments : “Sheristadar of the College of Fort
William from December 1841 to March 1846. Assistant Secretary to the Government
Sanscrit College from April 1846 to July 1847. Head Writer and Treasurer of the College of
Fort William from March 1849 to November 1850. Professor of Sahitya in the Government
Sanscrit College from December 1850 to 21st January 1851.” (Files for letters sent, 1851-
54, Vol. 7, Sanskrit College).
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[Files for letters sent, 1849-51, Vol. 6. Sanskrit College.]
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Letter No. 743 dated 1 September 1851 from Eshwarchndra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to F. J. Mouat, Secretary to the Council of Education :

“I have the honour to transmit for submission to the Council of Education, an application
from the present Librarian Pundit Kasinath Tarkapanchanana together with an English trans-
lation of it.

Pundit Kasinath was appointed in 1847 as 5th Professor of Grammar. His old age
coming in the way of right discipline of the class under his charge the council were pleased
to have his post exchanged with that of the Librarian in May last. The salary attached to the
S5th Grammar Professorship is 40 Rupees per mensem, and that to the Librarianship 30
Rupees. Though placed in the Library, Pundit Kasinath has been allowed to draw his former
pay 40 Rupees, the new Grammar Professor getting the Librarian’s Salary. If his old age be
taken into consideration, the applicant deserves the kind attention to the Council.”

[Files for letter sent, 1849-51, Vol. 6, Sanskrit College].
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‘Letter No. 751, dated 10 November 1851, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of
the Sanscrit College, to F. J. Mouat, Secretary to the Council of Education.

“I have the honour to report, for the information of the Council of Education, that on the
8th instant, Pundit Kasinath Tarkapanchanan, the Librarian expired.

Pundit Kasinath, before being placed in charge of the Library, was in the chair of the
Fifth Grammar Professor, when by the late arrangements an exchange of duties took place
between him and Pundit Girishchandra Vidyaratna, the then Librarian, the Council were
pleased to allow Pundit Kasinath, on account of his old age, to retain his Professor’s salary
of 40 Rupees a month, Girishchandra drawing the Librarian’s pay 30 Rupees per mensem.
Such being the case, I beg leave to recommend, that the Council be pleased to allow Pundit
Girishchandra to draw Fifth Grammar Professor’s Salary of 40 Rupees per month and the
Librarian’s pay be brought down to its former amount Rupees 30 per mensem; and that
Tarasankar Sharma be appointed to succed Pundit Kasinath Tarkapanchanan.

Tarasankar is one of the most distinguished student of the Insititution. ... His character
is unexceptionable. In addition to his eminent proficiency in Sanscrit, he possess a fair
knowledge in English Literature. When, in June last, the overcrowded state of the Grammar
classes required a sub-division of the pupils he was temporarily appointed to take charge of
a class and discharged his duties very satisfactorily. If the Council be pleased to appoint
Tarasankar to the Librarian’s post, I shall derive great assistance from him.”

[Files Letters sent, 1849-51, Vol. 6, Sanskrit College]

G (ATF (3 TN ABERNHE (o FGE A it e gl zeere smels sl
AP FCI JCAL G 27 | 1 20 TR FCACEA (2201 RRroid 744 Tl Sitell (St Greitd
FISHICE FICR AW (o1 FACRA | (37 IL5 O 0RO IR ST IR AIPRFae] ([T (Fag
I CCRA, O 2AVIF (2 ST OIS (@79 2007 (71 T | 91206 @ 77 Cael A S0es
SR RAAATR ([Foa-Jiad AT SR Froll IR 2o 1l Pl |

S b8 ACE «@fets AT fof Bfdts fafeie R Fehitem Ttz @on-3fa ke
N A1 A0S foITa AR Brae FCACR TOIA 2

Letter No. 969, dated 8 April 1854,

“...from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the Sanscrit College, to the Secretary to
the Council of Education.

“I have the honour to submit the following remarks for the kind consideration of the
Council.

For many years past, in most instances for a period of upwards of twelve years, the

5
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Professors and Pundits of the Sanscrit College have received no increase of Salary and as
I can vouch the zeal, industry and ability during the last three years, I feel most anxious that
a general increase of salary should be granted to the present incumbents. It would be
remembered that, with our very limited staff of masters, the chance of promotion very rarely
occurs. Under these circumstances, I consider that the teachers in this department are fairly
entitled to much higher scale of remuneration that the Government allowance assigned for
this Institution will permit me to recommend. I beg that the Council will be pleased to increase
the salaries of all the Professors and Pundit in the Sanscrit Departments, ten Rupees per
month all round.

With regard to the English Department, I also feel compelled to recommend an increase
to the allowances of the Professors of Literature and mathematics. They each receive at
present 100 Rupees per month. But in consequence of the recent demand of teachers for
Government as well as private Educational Service, their services, I have reasons to believe,
would be gladly availed of, at 150 Rupees per month. They therefore cannot be reasonably
expected to remain in the Sanscrit College at their present pay. I have therefore to propose
that their salaries be increased to 150 Rupees per month. ...

In conclusion, I hope the Council will be pleased to sanction the changes which I have
ventured to submit for their consideration and orders.

Table exhibiting the present and proposed expenditure of the Sanscrit College

Items Present Proposed Remarks
Principal 300 300
Professor of Philosophy 90 100
Professor of Law 90 100
First Pundit 50 60
Second Pundit 45 55
Items Present Proposed Remarks
Fifth Pundit 30 40
English Department
Professor of Literature 100 150
Professor of Mathematics 100 150
First Teacher 80 60 This arrangements has

alredy been proposed in a
seperate letter

Librarian 30 30
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[Files for Letters sent, 1851-54, Vol.-7, Sanskrit College]
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Letter No. 836, dated 7 December 1852, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to F.J. Mouat, Secretary to the Council of Education.

I have the honour to transmit, for submission to the Council of Education, an application
from Ramratna Chatterjee and Govindram Pandit, Manuscript copyists at the Sanscrit Col-
lege, whose services were dispensed with on the 1st Ultimo agreeably to the orders of the
Council of Education under date, the 31st July and 7th September last.

In consideration of the distress to which the applicants have been reduced in conse-
quence of their dismissal from their respective places, [ beg to take the liberty to recommend
their circumstances to the favourable notice of the Council and to request that they will be
pleased to make some sort of provision for them, at least in the shape of compensation as
prayed by them.

[Files for Letters Sent, 1851-54, Vol.7, Sanskrit College.]
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“The subjects of the Junior Scholarship Examinations were : (i) Literature (2) Rhetoric
(3) Sanscrit Essay and (4) Translation from Sanscrit into Bengali.

The examinations were conducted by the Principal and the Professors of Rhetoric and
Literature and the Librarian. The result of the examination is very satisfactory.

[General Report on Public Instruction in the Lower Provinces of the Bengal Presidency,
for 1852-55.]
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SCA 203 BT S | &) #JfR SR et o0 SIS o7 Gurai Praeit e @efere
ST ST Sb- L A G2 WA | $9€ & 76 TJ0Ia IS (T (7 7 Fofioant #15@ q2ieT AT
— @ AW (o FCARC TR A9 | [Files for Letters Sent, 1851-54, Vol. 7, Sanskrit
College.]

w17 35 T Ko Siael FCoIS! SReTHw FARCE — 19! et FECy SA02e, =%
« Tl fof 42 72y FACS AT =l | EIF [KAW I 20 (T TR FACO 28] FAC0
l, (S (FC TG S FACE O TR S FIC(F T2/ IR Gy A Fr0s fofd
Tl FTee A1l | 9wz @3 Bfdw Trare s @fb sicgre FteTe w2t wEcafza e wive | 3o gald
Se A fatfEreme Rera Reiem B #ioitres FERe sw agris Eras! Gt :

“Letter No. 809, dated 19 July 1852, ... from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to F. J. Mouat, Secretary to the Council of Education :

“I have the honour to report for the information of the Council of Education, that one
Kangalee Roy, a furrash attached to the Library of this Institution, having in January last,
obtained leave of absence for one month, has absented himself more than 6 months. It being
inconvenient to wait any longer for his return, and to have his duties discharged by a
substitute, I beg leave to recommend that M. ... be appointed permanently in his room.”

[Files for Letters sent, 1851-54, Vol. 7 Sanskrit College.]

«z T3 T (A2 ARET (@ TS SR 6 FUHE TACS Ao 1, @3 Fras e
B4l FCe A, (7 Piaig T I8 (@F 7 (e |

GRNCH BCET SN ACFS TS FNRCARR A™9A7 IeZ I ST | 22w e Axeltes eghl
Gf*EifoE EIARD (A ollent iR THIAN Sifes MFaetas Fg (AT v RET e goe
(FelS 2R ¢

“Many valuable works have been purchased for the Library of the Institution (Sanscrit
College) during the past session. The Asiatic Society of Bengal has presented to the Library

Several numbers of the Bibliothica Indica, and Raja Radhakanth Bahadur, the 7th Volume of
his valuable “Shabda Kalpa-drama”. (General Report on Public Instruction in the Lower

Provinces of the Bengal Presidency, from 1 October 1850 to 30 September 1851.]”
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“The (Sanscrit College) Library is in good condition and much frequented by students.
One hundred and seventeen volumes of valuable Sanscrit Works published here and in
Europe have been added to the Library. Several Numbers of the Bibliotheca Indica have
been presented by the Asiatic Society of Bengal.” SNToid RToICE SIS AMFGTR FFeTo
wFHTE — I3[0 2T T feel T AR | qiel SR At freE & WFACER AR A
SRR A FECS AR, I Gieee stz Jmemaitas B 2w, o sves e ifo facm
ST ICR—

“Letter No. 744, dated 2 September 1851 from Eswarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to Raja Radhakant Bahadoor :

“I have the honour to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of a copy of the seventh
volume of your Shabdakalpadruma and to acquaint you that it has been deposited in the
Library of the Sanscrit College, recording as a present from you.” [Files for Letters sent,

1849-51, Vol. 6, Sanskrit College.]

GRIGl Streb A (<7 Qe 2 FE Faced, b ‘appendix’ 26T @RI AW FEl <1¥
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“Letter No. 1235, dated 18 August 1858, from Esharchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to Rajah Radhakant Bahadoor :

“I have the honour to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of a copy of the appendix
to the Sabdakalpadruma, which you have kindly presented to the College Library.”
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Letter No. 706, dated 28 March 1851 from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to F.F.C. Hayes, Officiating Secretary to the Council of Education :

1. Lassen’s Pracrita Language “] have the honour to reuest

2. Lassen’s Git-Gobind. that you will be good enough to
3. Chezy’s Shakuntala. obtain the sanction of the Council
4. Shakuntala (German Edition) of Education for the purchase of

the works noted in the margin for
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Meghaduta. the Library of the Sanscrit College
Panchatantra. as they are constantly required for
reference. These books have been
published in Europe and are placed
in the Rooms of the Asiatic Society
for sale. Two copies of each of the
works will answer the purpose of
the College. The cost of the whole
will amount to Rupees 94 only.”

Boethlingk’s Panini.

o N w

Westerguard’s Sanskrit Radicals.

[File for letters sent, 1849-51, Vo. 6, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 741, dated 27 August 1851, ... from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to F.J. Mouat, Government Book Agent :

“I have the honour to request the favour of your purchasing and forwarding the

undermentioned Books for the use of the English Department of this Institution.
Webster’s English Dictionary 1 Copy
Walkar’s English Dictionary by Smart ”
Mill’s Logic

Mill’s Political Economy

1
1
1
Hallame’s Literature of Europe 1 ”
Elphinstone’s India 1
Murray’s India 1
Mill’s British India 1
Tytler’s Elements of History 1
9 copies
[Files for letter sent, 1849-51, Vol. 6, Sanskrit College.]

GG AN FACH (71 A (72 T GTCGBI -G O AT 3R 91 I IST064 Mg
weT ZEAfRE @2 AACE — RGBT | RIS @ FNE 2 fTHoa 2[-o116taa T 72 @
Fifcafes, - RrERdiom e Tom T giitafee | Stes AN TreRd AT S[E fofF oG
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“Letter No. 753, dated 25 November 1851, ... from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal
of the Sanskrit College, to E.J. Mouat, Government Book Agent:

“I have the honour to re- Elphinstone’s India 1 copy
quest that you will be good Murray’s India I
enough to purchase the William’s Middle Ages 1>

Books mentioned in the mar-
gin for the use of the
Sanscrit College.”

William’s Constitutional

History of England |
Stewart’s Philosophy of Mind 1 7
[Files from letters sent, 1849-51, Vol. 6, Sanskrit College.]
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SRS S | TOTTE svres AT @i Bire fofv GG vtz — 922 @ 2, [e
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GF Ff5 (SIMT FACO (ATARA, (12 ReAbe RIe Fa1 T+ ¢

“Letter No. 756, dated 4 December 1851, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to F. J. Mouat, Secretary to the Council of Education :

“Agreeably to the orders of the Government, dated 13th May last forwarded from the
Council’s office under date 17th idem certain Sanscrit Books were purchased from the
Asiatic Society. I beg leave to enclose the bill for its being passed. I further beg leave to state
that the Government order authorized to purchase two copies of the Panchatantra. But the
work not having in the Asiatic Society’s store, I procured only one copy from a different
quarter, the bill whereof is also herein enclosed.”

[Files for letter sent, 1849-51, Vol. 6, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 759, dated 12 December 1851, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of
the Sanscrit College, to F.J. Mouat, Secretary to the Council of Education :

“I have the honour to state, for the information of the Council of Education, that the
Book allowance of 25 Rupees a month for the English Department has been applied to the
purchase of class books, most of which are of a mere elementary character, such as spelling
books, Prose and Poetical Readers, different sorts of elementary Grammars and Geogra-
phies, Catechism of Histories, Goldsmith’s Histories of Greece, Rome and England,
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Magmall’s Historical Questions, Keith’s use of the Globe’s etc. etc. I beg leave to propose
that henceforth, the allowance be appropriated to the purchase of standard works with a view
to the formation of a good little Library.

If the council be pleased to sanction the proposal, it will be much more advantageous
to the students than to have their class books from the college store. The elementary class
books being of moderate price, the pupils ought to and can provide themselves with these
without much inconvencience, whereas it is not easy for all to purchase valuable standard
works to which the students will have access if a Library be formed, as proposed.”

QTR 2ITF IO WA 2| (2ITA0E, R 03 St eFeia 146 gama Se— ©f 6fdd 2
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T 2, BT eI 9 4f7, ©Ta2 N STENh g 2N | RIRee fof arig faovea— «I
would further beg leave to propose that the Council be pleased to authorize the sale of the
super - abundant copies of certain Sanscrit Works in the Library. Even if class books were
allowed to be taken in all cases from the Library, more than one hundred copies of several
works will ever remain on the shelves untouched and to be worm-eaten. As there is no
regular book allowances for the Sanscrit Department, the income from this source may be
applied to the purchase of Sanscrit works published here and in Europe.” 43R 9K€ &9 (X

@2 A ol BEE @Il Oifeil @3k ZrRe M Mtes — “I beg to enclose herein a

memorandum of books proposed for sale.”
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“Letter No. 678, dated 13 January, 1851 from Eshwarchandra Sharma, to F.F.C. Hayes,
Officiating Secretary to the Council of Education :

“I have the honour to state that by orders of the Council, dated 13 March 1850, Book
prizes are to be substituted instead of money prizes heretofore given to the best students of
the Grammar Department. Since of the books selected for prizes are Shishupalabadha and
Kiratarjunia of which there are 200 copies each in the College Library, I therefore, beg leave
to propose that 4 copies of each of the above works be taken from the Library to award
to the prize students. The Library can also very conveniently spare 26 copies of
Mugdhabodha and 21 copies of Amarakosha. The price of all these books amount to Rupees
79-8-0. Should the Council be pleased to adopt the proposal, Rupees 70-8-0 only will be
required for the purchase of other books selected for prizes.

I further beg leave to state that by the award of the examiner of the English Department,
prizes are to be given to six students. I have selected the prize books and their price amounts
to Rupees 57-8-0. I beg permission of the Council to request the Government Book Agent
to have these books purchased and placed the same to the account of the book allowance
sanctioned for this department.”

[Files for letter sent, 1849-51, Vol. 6 Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 690, dated 4 March 1851, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to F.F.C. Hayes, officiating secretary to the Council of Education.

“The usual allowance for the Prize Books of the Junior classes is CO’s Rs. 150 but as
the Library Books worth CO’s Rs. 79-8-0 has been distributed agreeably to the order of the
Council No. III, dated 25th January last, I have the honour to request the favour of your
remitting the balance Rs. 70-80-0, the amount of the remaining portion of the Prize Books
purchased from Booksellers.”

[Files for letters sent, 1849-51. Vol. 6, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 860, dated 12 April 1853, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to F.J. Mouat, Secretary to the Council of Education :

“I have the honour to report, for the information of the Council of Education, that
agreeably to the orders, dated 14th January 1852, a number of spare copies of works in the
Sanscrit Library have been sold, a list whereof is herewith submitted. The price of the Books
disposed of amount to Rupees 1562-4-0 of which Rupees 1378-0-0, I have up to this day
been able to realize ...”

[Files for letters sent, 1851-54, Vol.7, Sanskrit College.]
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“.. I beg leave to state that the order of the Council, dated 14th January 1852, have
alluded to sanctions that the proceeds of the sale of books will be used for the purchase of
Sanscrit works published here, and in Europe. Accordingly I have the honour to submit a list
of such works as are absolutely required for the Sanscrit Library of this Institution, and

request that you will be so good as to move the Council that they may be pleased to order
the purchase of the works mentioned in the list. The cost of the books will amount to about

Six hundred Rupees.” [Ibid]
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“Letter No. 943, dated 31 January, 1854, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to F.J. Mouat, Secretary to the Council of Education :

“I have the honour to state that it was proposed by me and sanctioned by the Council
that the proceeds of the sale of spare copies of Sanscrit works in the Library be used for
the purchase of Sanscrit works published here and in Europe (see orders of the Council,
dated 14th January 1852). Agreeably to this order I applied to the Government Book Agent
to purchase for this Institution certain Sanscrit works part of which he has already purchased
amounting in value to Company’s Rupees (480-1-9) Four hundred and eighty, one anna and
nine pies. I therefore, beg leave to request the favour of your paying the amount above
mentioned to the Book Agent out of Rupees 1378-0-0 forwarded to you with my letter No.
860, dated 12th April 1853, being the then realized portion of the proceeds of the sale of
Sanscrit works in 1852.”

[Files for letters sent, 1851-54. Vol. 7, Sanskrit College.]
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[Files for Letters sent 1851-54, Vol. 7 Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 946, dated 1 February 1854, from Eswarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to F. J. Mouat, Government Book Agent :

“I have the honour to request that you will be so good as to indent from England the
books mentioned in the accompanying list. I beg leave to inform you that these books will
be required on the commencement of the next session.”

[Files for Letters sent, 1851-54. Vol. 7, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 955, dated 10 March 1854, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of
Sanscrit College to F.J. Mouat, Government Book Agent :

“I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 215, dated the 22nd
Ultimo, forwarding for the Library of this Institution certain Sanscrit books amounting in value
to Company’s Rupees 247-10-0 and beg leave to request that instead of debiting the amount
to the book allowance you will be so good as to apply to the secretary to the council of
Eduction for the payment of the same.

I further beg leave to state that the first volume of Bopp’s Comparative Grammar and
the fifth volume of Gaspara Cossessio’s Edition of Ramayana have not been received which
you will be so good as to procure.”
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“Letter No. 956, dated 10 March 1854, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to F. J. Mouat, Secretary to the Council of Education :

“I have the honour to request that you will be so good as to pay to the Government Book
Agent, out of the proceeds of the sale of spare copies of Sanscrit Works Company’s Rupees
247-14-0 (Two hundred forty seven and fourteen annas) being the amount of the price of
certain Sanscrit works purchased by him for the Library of this Institution in accordance with
the orders of the Council, dated 14th January 1852.”

[Ref. Files for letters sent, 1851-54, Vol. 7, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 1012, dated 7 November 1854, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of
the Sanskcrit College, to H. Woodrow, Government Book Agent :

“I have the honour to request the favour of your purchasing a copy of the Penny
Cyclopaedia for the use of this Institution.”

[Files for Letter sent, 1854-57, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 1034, dated 11 December 1854, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of
the Sanscrit College, to H. Woodrow, Government Book Agent :

“I have the honour to request the favour of your forwarding for the Sanscrit College
Library a copy of the Bible in English. One copy of each in Bengali and Sanscrit is already
in the Library of this Institution.”

[Files for Letter sent, 1854-57, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 1035, dated 21 December 1854, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of
the Sanscrit College, to H. Woodrow, Government Book Agent :

“I have the honour to request the favour of your purchasing a Theodolite and a Hadley’s
Sextant for the use of this Institution. As the instruments are very urgently required, I will

feel obliged by your procuring them at your earliest convenience.”
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“Letter No. 1079, dated 20 July 1855 from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College to the Government Book Agent :

“I have the honour to request the favour of your purchasing a copy of Dr. Schmitz’s
Ancient History for the use of the Sanscrit College.

[Files for Letters sent, 1854-57, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 1081, dated 27 July 1855, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of Sanscrit
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College, to the Government Book Agent :

“I have the honour to request the favour of your purchasing the books mentioned in the
accompanying list for the Sanscrit College Library.

List of Books required for the Sanscrit College Library

1 copy Schmitz’s Manual of Ancient History.

1 Do History of Rome.

1 Smith’s History of Greece.

| History of Rome (Encyclo : Metropolitana).
1 Dicken’s History of England.”

@3 foP% 29 AR Svee MER | 2103 WA 8 PG ST @61 o7 (i 17 AT =Nt
‘Dicken’s History of England @<} fa®1af% ‘Schmitz’s Mannual of Ancient History’ — 2T Il
w50 92 TR |

RN 6] G TRE (A0 2R (@A (NG =il BiReGT oy, 5 (6 20w A2
TG | 72T MHRTSIa (M0 3 27 HRSfEE 310aier Moo 321 3 (@0 T | G dvee
A (7 B AT 12 I GUero s |

“Letter No. 1070, dated 23 June 1855, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College to the Government Book Agent :

“I have the honour to request the favour of your purchasing for the Sanscrit College
Library the books mentioned in the annexed list.

List of Books required for the Sanscrit College Library

1 copy Meaulay’s Essay, 1 Vol. 1 copy Mackintosh’s Works, 3 vols.

1 copy Young’s Works, 2 Vols. copy Cowper’s Works, 1 vols.
1 copy Dryden’s Works, 1 Vol.
1 copy Goldsmith’s Works, 1 Vol.

copy Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 1 Vol.

copy Gray’s Works, 1 vol.
copy Spencer’s Fairy Queen, 1 vol.

copy Thompson’s Poems, 1 vol.

S G S O sy

copy Burn’s Works, 1 Vol. copy Laughomes Platarch, 2 vol.
copy Johnson’s Johnson’s Poets, 3 Vols. 1 copy Hazlitt’s English Poets, 1 vol.
copy Hazlitt’s Dramatic Literature 1 Vol. 1 copy Hazlitt’s Comic Writers, 1 vol.

copy Marcel on Language, 2 Vols. 1 copy Michand’s Crusades, 3 vols.

—_— e e e

copy Brougham’s Men of Letters, 2 Vols. 1 copy Gillfellair’s Portraits, 1 vol.
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1 copy Gleig’s England, 3 vols. 1 copy Cyclopaedia of Biography,1vol.

1 copy Cyclopaedia of History 1 vol. 1 copy Greek Literature (Ency Metro),
1 vol.

1 copy Roman Literature 1 vol. 1 copy Greek Literaure (Ency Metro),
1 vol.

1 copy Miller’s Philosophy of History, 4 vols. 1 copy Sismondis Literature of Europe,
2 vols.

1 copy Locke’s Philosophical Works, 2 vols. 1 copy Life of Lorenzo De Medice,
1 vol.

1 copy Life of Leothe X 2 vols. 1 copy Irving’s Works, 10 vols.
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“Letter No. 1005, dated 17 December 1855 ...

The Government grant to the Sanscrit College is Rupees 24,000 per annum. Its present
expenditure amounts to Rupees 22,686 as per margin leaving a surplus balance of Rupees

ER]

1314 per annum. ...
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Letter No. 245, dated 12 March 1852 from F.J. Mouat, Government Book Agent, to the
Principal of the Sanscrit College :

“I have the honour by direction of the Council of Education, to forward for deposit, the
College Library, a copy of Koosomabolly or selections from the Bengali Poetry, Part 1,
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compilled by Monendronauth Roy, of the Hindoo College valued Co.s annas 12 which sum
has been debited to the Book Allowance Account of that Institution.”
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“Letter No. 164, dated 22 April 1852, from F. J. Mouat, Government Book Agent to the
Principal of the Sanscrit College :

“I have the honour by direction of the Council of Education, to forward for deposit in
the College Library, a copy of Bengali Translation of Comb’s Constitution of Man, valued
Company’s Rupees 2/- which sum has been debited to the Book Allowance Account of the
Sanscrit College.”
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“Letter No. 1232, dated 21 July 1851; from the Secretary to the Council of Education
to the Principal of the Sanskrit College :

“I have have the honour by direction of the Council of Education, to intimate to you that
in consequence of the receipt of instructions from the Government, all supplies of books
intended for the Government Colleges and Schools are to be obtained in future by indent in
the usual forms only on the Government Book Agency.

The practice of procuring supplies by direct application to Book Sellers is to be discon-
tinued.”

[Letter No. 1232, dated 21 July 1851]
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“Letter No. 1045, dated 9 August 1856, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to W. Gordon Young, Director of Public Instruction :

“With reference to your endorsement No. 1911, dated 2nd Instant, forwarding for report,
copy of a letter to your address from the Officiating Principal of the College of Mahomed
Mohsin, relative to the purchase of Library Books by the Principal from the London Book-
seller direct instead of through the Book Agent, I have the honour to state that I fully agree
in the reasons against the present arrangement as set forth in Mr. Thwayte’s letter. In the
case of the Sanscrit College Library, the officer arguments apply with greater force. The
allowance is only Rs. 300/- per annum, and under the present system there is a loss of nearly
a hundred Rupees on account of commissions. The Library thus suffers a loss, which it would
not, if the proposition under notice be sanctioned. I have therefore the honour to request,
should Mr. Thwayte’s proposition meet with your appoval, that the same arrangement may
be sanctioned for the Sanscrit College.”

[Files for Letter sent, 1854-57, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 1085, dated 26 December 1856, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of
the Sanskrit College, to W. Gordon Young, Director of Public Instruction :

“The present allowance of Books for this college being only 300 Rupees per annum out
of which a percentage is deducted by the Book Agent, a comparratively small addition is
annually made to the Library, which is scarcely sufficient to meet the requirements of the
Senior students who frequently feel the want to standard English works. To remedy this
inconvenience, [ have the honour to suggest that the sum of Rupees 1056-8-0 realized from
the sale of Sanscrit Books from the Library and now in deposit in the General Treasury as
per accompnying receipt from the Sub-Treasurer may be appropriated for the purchase of
the necessary books. The above sum would, I believe, suffice to meet all immediate wants.
Should you approve of this suggestion, I beg that may be authorized to purchase the books
direct instead of through the Book Agent as in that case I think I shall be able to make
arrangement for obtaining them at cheaper rates than if they were got through that officer.”

[Files for Letter sent, 1854-57, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 270, dated 31 January 1857 from W. Gordon Young, Director of Public
Instruction, to Pundit Eshur Chunder Surma, Principal of the Sancrit College :

“I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1085, dated 26th
December 1856.

2. As it appears from the receipt forwarded by you that the sum of Rs. 1056-8-0 has
been received and credited to the Government in the ordinary way and not held in deposit
for the benefit of the Sanscrit College as supposed by you, it is impossible now to sanction
your proposal.

3. In furture when any books of the Library are sold, it will be well to obtain sanction
of this office to expending the money realized in buying new books at once (seeing that such
are required) and not to forward the money, to the General Treasury.”

[Files for letters received, 1856-59. Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 1095, dated 7 February 1857, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to W. Gordon Young, Director of Public Instruction :

“I have the honour to submit an indent of books and beg to request the favour of your
making the amount of their prices debitable to the Book allowances of the Institution for the
year 1856.

I beg leave to state that I was under the impression that, in all cases the academical year
was reckoned from the 1st of May to the 30th April. But the Secretary to the Book Agency
informs me that the Civil Auditor will not pass the bill, if the books were not purchased before
the close of the year that is 31st December. The Book alowance of Sanscrit College is very
small and if the allowance of the year be forefeited on account of such a mistake, it will be
a great loss and inconvenience to the Institution. I have therefore the honour to solicit that
you will be pleased to request the Civil Auditor to pass the bill for the books now indented.

Indent of Books for the Sanscrit College Library for the year 1856...”
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[Files for Letter sent, 1854-57, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 1143, dated 28 July 1857, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanskrit College, to W. Gordon Young, Director of Public Instruction :

“With reference to your letter No. 32, dated 9th January last, I have the honour to
forward an indent in duplicate of books for the Sanscrit College Library to be purchased out
of allowace for the year 1857-58. The books will be obtained from Messers R. C. Lepage
& Co. who have engaged to supply them partly from England and prartly from their Calcutta
stock.

It will be seen that there is no column in the indents for freight and other charges
because the aforesaid firm has promised to supply the books at their English retail prices only,
exclusive of charges...”

[Files for Letter sent, 1857-59, Vol. IX, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 1219, dated 19 June 1858, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to W. Robinson, Inspector of Schools, North-East Bengal and Assam :

“With reference to letter No. 1473, dated 14th Instant, from the Director of Public
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Instruction, directing me to communicate with you regarding the supply of Vernacular Books
at reduced prices to the several Deputy Inspectors in your Division, I have the honour to
request that you will be good enough to furnish for my guidance a memorandum of the books
required with number of copies of each. You will also oblige me by stating how, and to what
stations, the Books are to be sent.

I further beg to be informed of the arrangements which you would propose for remitting
the price of the Books in question. A discount of 15 per cent is allowed to Vendors.”

[Files for Letters sent, 1857-59, Vol. IX, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 1230, dated 4 August 1858, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to W. Gordon Young, Director of Public Instruction :

“I have the honour to submit for orders, a copy of a letter to my address, from the
Inspector of Schools, North-East Bengal and Assam No. 426, dated 8th Ultimo, requesting
me to send up a certain number of the Vernacular books, printed under the recent orders of
Government, to the several Deputy Inspectors under him.

2. The rule with me is the sell the aforesaid books on cash ony to all other purchasers
except the Calcutta School Book Society. According to Mr. Robinson’s proposition they are
to be supplied on credit to the Deputy Inspectors; but I cannot agree to it unless I am
exonerated from responsibility in cases of loss. Perhaps the safest course would be for the
Deputy Inspectors to have their supply from the School Book Society.

3. An urgent application from the Deputy Inspector of Rungpore for a supply of these
books in question before me. I beg the favour of an early reply.”

[Files for Letters sent, 1857-59, Vol. IX, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 1119, dated 3 may 1857, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to W. Gordon Young, Director of Public Instruction :

“I have the honour to state that there are 300 copies of a Hindi poem name
Chutterprokash in the Sanscrit College Library. There is no information before me as to how
the books came there but they have been there for years past. The poem treats of the
adventures of Raja Chuttersaul of Bundlekund and being in Hindi may perhaps be of use in
the educational institution in Behar Districts as well as in the North Western Provinces. |
would, therefore, beg to suggest that arrangements may be made for the transfer of the
books from our Library where they can never be of any use whatever.”

[Files for Letter sent, 1854-57, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 1223, dated 13 July 1858, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sancrit College, to A. S. Harrtson, Inspector of Schools, Behar Division :

“As directed by the Director of Public Instruction, I have the honour to acquaint you that
I have forwarded by Dawk Baugy, fifty copies of a Hindee work, the Chatterprokash for
distribution in such manner as may seem proper to you and to request that you will be good
enough to state whether you would require any more copies of that work, as in that case
I shall be glad to send them to you as early as practicable.

There are 300 copies of the above work in the Sanscrit College Library, and they may
be made over to you without inconvenience. The work is of no use in the Sanscrit College.”
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[Files for Letter sent, 1857-59, Vol. IX, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 700, dated 22 March, 1851, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to F.F.C. Hayes, Officiating Secretary to the Council of Education :

“Agreeably to the instructions of the Council of Education contained in their Order No.
VII, dated 12th February 1851, I have the honour to forward the accompanying statement
from which it will be seen that except the two last mentioned, which are obsolete, all other
claims should be discharged and I beg leave to state that if the council be pleased to authorize
me, | shall be happy to pay over the money to the proper claimants.

The sum due to the account of Umeshchandra Sharma amouting to Rupees 2-2-1 ought
to be retained and carried to the general account, as he took from the College Library 2
books of the value of Rupees 3-8-0 and never returned them.”

[Files for Letter sent, 1849-51, Vol. 6, Sanskrit College.]
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“Circular No. 1038, dated 24 April 1858, from Gordon Young, Director of Public Instruc-
tion, to Pundit Eshwar Chander Sharmah, Principal of the Sanskrit College :

“I have the honour to request that when reporting as usual in your Yearly Report upon
the “State of the Library you will oblize me by stating what bond agreement or secruity has
been taken from the Librarian of your college, to ensure the proper and honest performance
of his duty; and also whether the Rules under which the Library is managed are satisfactory
and sufficient for the prevention of any loss of Books or other misfeasance.”

[Files for Letters received 1856-59, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 960, dated 18 March 1854, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanskrit College, to F. J. Mouat, Secretary to the Council of Education :

“I have the honour to acknowlege the receipt of your letter No. 273, dated 31st January
last, forwarding for report as to the suitableness or otherwise for introduction into the
Libraries of the Colleges and Schools under the control of the Council, the Bengali Drama
styled Bhanumatichittabilas, written by Baboo Hurochandra Ghose after the manner of
Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice, and beg leave to state that the work is written in an
idiomatic and very clear style and appears to be fit for introduction into the Libraries of
Colleges and Schools under the control of the Council. It may also be given in prizes to the
students of Bengali classes as proposed by the Principal of the Hooghly College.

The original letter of the Principal, Hooghly College, and the copy of the Drama which
accompanied your communication are returned herewith.”

[Files for Letters sent, 1851-54, Vol. 7, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 1224, dated 22 July 1858, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College to W. Gordon young, Director of Public Instruction :

“With reference to your endorsement No. 1506, dated 18th Ultimo, forwarding for report,
copy of a letter to your address from the Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal,
together with a work on the origin and progress of the Religions and Institutes of India, etc.,
I have the honour to observe that the work has been very ably executed, shews great
erudition on the author and is certainly very valuable for antiquarian researches; but the
subject is of such a nature as, I am afraid, would scarcely make it a suitable Class Book in
the Government Colleges and Schools. It is however desirable that every College and School
Library should have a copy or two in each.
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The Book is returned as requested.”
[Files for Letter sent, 1857-59, Vol. IX, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 957, dated 11 March 1854, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, of F.J. Mouat, Secretary to the Council of Education :

With reference to your letter No. 153, dated 19th January last, I have the honour to state,
for the information of the Council, that the Bengali Dictionary by Baboo Uditchandra Addy
does not appear to be such as to deserve the patronage of the Council. The work abounds
with errors of a serious description. Wrong and inaccurate meanings are often given. The
page 26 which taken as random for particular examination contains no less than sixteen
wrong meanings. Besides, obsolete Sanscrit words which have not the remotest chance of
being adopted in Bengali, and whose Sanscrit synonymes are in common used in the language
are introduced while those already adopted are omitted. In fact, instead of being a help to
the student of Bengali, the new Dictionary will misguide him often.

The copy of the Dictionary and the compiler’s application in original which accompanied
your communication are returned herewith.”

[Files for Letters sent, 1851-54, Vol. 7, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 992, dated 3 July 1854, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to H. Woodrow, Secretary to the Council of Education :

“With reference to your letter No. 1006, dated 23rd May last, [ have the honour to state,
for the information of the Council of Education, that the Anglo-Bengali Dictionary by Babu
Uditnaraon Auddy does not appear to be fit for adoption in the Colleges and Schools under
the control. The page 456 taken at random has been specially examined and found to contain
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several serious errors, both of omission and commission.

The copy of the Dictionary which accompanied your letter is returned herewith.”
[Files for Letters sent, 1851-54, Vol. 7, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 876, dated 15 June 1853, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit Collge, to F.J. Mouat, Secretary to the Council of Education :

“With reference to your communication No. 979, dated 9th instant, I have the honour to
report, for the information of the council, that the Bengali Grammar by Bhagaban Chandra
Pundit, is, in my opinion, an indifferent treatise on the subject. Parts of the work I read
abound with erors of a serious nature.

The book and the original letter are returned herewith.”
[Files for Letters sent, 1851-54, Vol. 7, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 914, dated 25 October 1853, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to F. J. Mouat, Secretary to the Council of Education.

“With reference to your letter No. 1716, dated 3rd Instant, I have the honour to report,
for the information of the Council, that Baboo Harimohan Sen’s Bengali Poetical Work
“Adbhuta Ramayan” is not in my opinion, fit to be introduced as a class book into the
Colleges and Schools under them. The subject of the Adbhuta Ramayan is a mythological one
and its merits as a poetical work are not such as to entitled it to be adopted as a class-book.

Baboo Harimohan’s letters in original, and a copy of the Adbhuta Ramayan which
accompanied your letter are returned herewith.”

[Files for Letter sent, 1851-54, Vol. 7, Sanskrit College.]

G GG STCE 4P TR T | 72 Sy (A0F v [t — (it (@ it
T RwgiTia fbw J23Ea azerare! 3% Freib! feet, oI A simwie sthex a1 | @2 feelb

32




mANAN, Vol. VI, No. | & 2, January & July 2019 ISSN-2348-3849

Sbe AT SR MR, @ (A A1z “Officiating Director of Public Instruction, E. Roer,
Inspector of Schools, South-West Bengal Stated :

“I hear that many of the inhabitants of Midnapore object to the class-books introduced
into the schools, especially to Keith’s and Shamachurn’s Bengali Grammars, which they
consider but little adapted for the use of schools. Instead of them, they wish to substitute
Pundit Eshwar Chundra’s “Introduction to Sanskrit Grammar”, by which they anticipate the
students to acquire an elementary knowledge of Sanscrit, the necessary foundation of a
thorough acquaintance with the Vernacular, as well as a correct knowledge of the Grammar
of their owr language. The conclusiveness of the argument may be partly admitted, and if
there be an easy and at the same time comprehensive Grammar of the Bengali language for
the lower classes of a school, I think Eshwarchandra’s Introduction might with advantage be
studied in the higher classes.”

[Report of the Director of Public Instruction in the Lower Provinces, for the Half year
ending October 1857, P-5).
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“With reference to you letter No. 910, dated 10th Instant, requesting me to report upon
the merits of a pamphlet therein enclosed entitled “Bharmanirnaya”, I have the honour to
state that on an examination, the pamphlet does not appear to me to be fit for introduction
as a class-book into the Colleges and Schools under the control of the Council of Education.

The original letter of the author with the pamphlet which accompanied your communi-
cation are returned herewith.”

[Files for Letters sent, 1851-54, Vol. 7, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 1103, dated 16 Febuary 1857, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of
Sanscrit College, to W. Gordown Young, Director of Public Instruction :
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“With reference to the copy of correspondence forwarded under your endorsement No.
224, dated 27th Ultimo, I have the honour to observe that Professor William’s translation of
the Sakuntala does not appear to me to be a suitable prize book of this College but it may
be used as such in English Schools and Colleges where the students have not the opportunity
to study the work in Sanscrit. It may perhaps be thought desirable that there should be a copy
the illustrated and ornamented Edition in all the Libraries.

The Books forwarded with your communication are herewith returned.”

[Files for Letters sent, 1854-57, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 907, dated 30 September 1853, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of
the Sanscrit College, to F. J. Mouat, Book Agent :

“I have the honour to request that you will be good as to purchase for the use of this
Institution, a New Edition of the Sakuntala, by Mr. Williams of the Hailebay College, offered
for sale by Messrs. R. C. Lepage & Co.”

[Files for Letters sent, 1851-54, Vol. 7, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 1170, dated 29 October, 1857, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to H. Woodrow, Officiating Director of Public Instruction :

“In acknowledging the receipt of your office letter No. 1657, dated 14th July 1856, I beg
to apologize for the delay which has taken place, through oversight in reporting upon the work
entitled “An Introduction to the Art of Teaching” therewith forwarded.

I have perused the above book with attention and am glad to say that it will well serve
the purpose for which it has been compiled.

The copy of the book forwrded with the letter under reference is herewith returned.”

[Files for letter sent, 1857-59, Vol. IX, Sanskrit College.]

GEACE Toml F20AR ST FA008 (11 (90T SICF | CIACET 6 20 T (31 7R T (73
022 o7 561 Fa0e, 437 AITew, 79 Kagefer el s 7 A o ([@IF el AF
& w2 et Fofote ‘temporarily introduced in our schools’ JCE AW AR W8 B
T2 #it3 Aot T3 TR | FIRARTENS Srard FEI— OiF F2I0F e Alfeca Meares ¢ @ 303 |

34




mANAN, Vol. VI, No. | & 2, January & July 2019 ISSN-2348-3849

JCeTC="— ‘not properly comprized®, ‘no seperate instruction ..." €W | €BIF A% WreE (=<
FelHAfamR TE A R 2 @ et e Mate— IRt Gt St SR R | SIRe
V(B! FIRe (MR fofW— ‘inaccurate and clumsy style’ — ©i2 e |

AT T30 ACE “TRE0 (A FAC @R A Fo oo 2Aw-Mawa o7 fofq

qCeTCr— ‘There is in addition another serious objection to this book; in several places it

reflects on the notions on this subject as inculcated in the Religious Books of the Hindoos.”
SO T T AN0eT, ST AT AT AN | FCoi6! IRemmt 5w fzet Rwgiriaicaa @z
Tl v fore fofi— o oRTe s 2ve 27| foait J2rwa senre, oz Biible @i 3w ¢

“Letter No. 170, dated 29 October 1857, from Eshwar Chander Sharma, Special Inspec-
tor of Schools, South Bengal, to H. Woodrow, Officting Director of Public Instruction :

“With reference to your office letters bearing numbers and dates 409, dated 12 March
1857, 1491, dated 16th October 1857, The Steam Engine and East India Railway The Electric
Telegraph The Vernacular Scholars best companion to Geography.

The first two books are on subjects which are not properly comprized in a school course
and no seperate instruction need be given in them. The subject will be learnt from the work
on Natural Philosophy, the first part of which comprising matter and motion has been pub-
lished and adopted in the Vernacular Schools and the remainder is in course of preparation.
The books under notice might have been temporaily introduced into our schools till the
completion of the work on Natural Philosophy but they have been writen in such an inac-
curate and clumsy style that I am very sorry I cannot recommend their adoption as class
book.

As regards the last book Companion to Geography. I beg to observe that the remarks
made on the preceding paragraph with reference to the style of the books on Electric
Telegraph and Railway equally apply to this work. There is in addition another serious
objection to this book; in several places if reflects on the notions on this subject as inculcated
in the Religious Books of Hindoos. I cannot therefore recommend its adoption as a class
book.

I may add that all the books under notice appear to me to have been written more for
the use of general readers than for school purposes. The books in question are herewith
returned as requested.”

[Education Department Proceedings No. 30, 28 January 1858.]

wFre2 «2 HITe Ml A3, TRFS ISR T RO 77, @2 Fie fofil ST Special
Inspector of Schools, South Bengal’-&3 wiftgee SR R | SIs@l @2 SnizRebe 9re @&

35




mANAN, Vol. VI, No. | & 2, January & July 2019 ISSN-2348-3849

GFBB FIRCI— (T GFACH (il FCOIWF AR HlATREE |

G2 (T MPICHF A e SToTe Gieites RwiTiaR, (7 TIAE S SPFacs yiwes &
et | SRt @it 32 [ifegR At Ruries aeifis Fre, T $iF oo Saliz
T T (N 0o | @31 B @ Wivieg vret «fF @A wfwhraiti s s g
CTLEDIfF, ISHCIG O (@5 (F, T @ AT TS FAC ¢

“Letter No. 1591, dated 2 November 1857, from H. Woodrow, Officiating Director of
Public Instruction, to C.T. Buckland, Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal :

“With reference to your letter No. 211, dated 11th February last requiring from this
Deprtment an opinion concerning the three volumes of Day’s Educational Course, I have the
honour to forward the copy of a letter from the Principal of the Sanscrit College, No. 170,
dted 29th October.

The learned Pundit reports most unfavourably of the style of these volumes. He affirms
it to be both clumsy and inaccurate. He is also of opinion that they have been written more
for the use of general readers than for school purposes.

2. In this later opinon I coincide; in the fromer, I, with deference adopt the decision of
so great a scholar as Pundit Eshwar Chander Bidyasagar.

3. I may here state that the arrangement and the large amount of extraneous matter in
the book on the Steam Engine are objectionable. One would scarcely expect to find in a small
book on such a recent invention a large number of pages on the Kings of India before the
time of Vicramaditya.

4. I think on the whole that these books should be given in Government Schools as prizes,
but not introduced as School Books.

5. The Books are returned herewith.

[Education Department Proceedings No. 29, 28 Janury 1858.]
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“Letter No. 965, dated 27 March 1854, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to F. J. Mouat, Secretary to the Council of Education :

“I have the honour to state for the information of the Council that at least eighteen rooms
are required for the accommodation of the Sanscrit College. The teaching staff is at present
fifteen and for each teacher a seperate room is absolutely necessary. Seperate rooms also
are required for the Library...”

[Files for Letter sent, 1851-54, Vol. 7, Sankrit College.]
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“Letter No. 1088, dated 3 January 1857, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
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Sanscrit College, to W. Gordon Young, Director of Public Instruction :

“I have the honour to state that great inconvenience is felt in consequence of the street
running along the north side of the College premises not being watered. Clounds of dust dirty
all paper in the office and books in the Library. There is no Bheesty on our establishment
and the one belonging to the Hindu School is occupied with inside work. I have therefore the
honour to solicit that you will be good enough to request the Municipal Commissioners to
cause measures to be adopted for watering that street.

I beg to add for your information that on a former occasion the streets runing along the
Medical College were watered under orders of the Commissioners issued at the request of
Dr. Mouat, the then Secretary to the late Council of Education. This information was
communicted to me by some of the Commissioners to whom I spoke upon the subject of the
present reference.”

[Files for Letters sent, 1854-57, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 39, dated 8 January 1857, from W. Gordon Young, Director of Public
Instruction, to Eshwar Chunder Sharma, Principal of the Sanscrit College :

“In reply to your letter No. 1088, dated 3rd instant, I have the honour to observe that
I have no authority to requet the Minicipal Commissioners to water any particular street. |
have little doubt, however, that on your communicating with them and shewing sufficient
grounds for the request, they will be disposed to give it favourable cosideration.”

[Files for Letter received, 1856-59, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 91, dated 23 June 1856, from Eshwarchunder Sharma, Assistant Inspector
of Schools, South Bengal to Gordon Young, Director of Public Instruction.

“I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your office endorsement No. 685,
dated 10th April last, forwarding an original letter Under Secretary, Mr. Morris to your
address of the 2nd Idem, No. 422 with enclosures and requesting me to report on the
advisability of purchasing the manuscript Ooryah translations of certain Sanscrit works by
Babu Nobin Chander Suringhee.

2. In reply, I beg to state that of the works mentioned by the Babu in his letter to the
Commissioner of Cuttack, forming one of the enclosures, the slokas of Chanakya are in
general use in the Patshalas under Goorumahasoys and are also highly valued by the unedu-
cated portion of native community. In my opinion, however, they are not suited to form a class
book. The slokas profess to teach Politics and Ethics, but in reality they are for the most part
full of worldly maxims only. They seem to have been intended more for grown-up men than
for juvenile readers. The maxims are in some cases absurd and in the other extremely
indelicate, and vulgar and I cannot by any means recommend the work. I beg to subjoin
below translations of a few slokas in illustration.

The Ratnas partake more or less of the nature of the slokas of Chanakya and are
therefore open to the same objections.
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4. The Drishtanta Sataka is free from indecencies and vulgarisms but it is above the
comprehension of young pupils, and in my opinion no way suited for a class book in Vernacu-
lar Schools.

Under the above circumstances I do not think it advisable for Government to purchase
any of the translations referred to.

5. The original letter with enclosure forwarded under your endorsement is returned
herewith.’
[Education Department Procedings No. 87, 24 July 1856]
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“Letter No. 1911, dated 30 July 1858, from W. Gordon Young, Director of Public
Instruction, to Pundit Eshwar Chunder Surma, Principal of the Sanscrit College :

“Referring to your letter No. 1225, dated 22nd instant, [ have the honour to request you
will state for what specific purposes it is desirable that the manuscript in question should be
purchased for the College. I should wish also to be furnished with an account current of the
“sale proceeds” referred to by you, showing what is the balance believed to be now available
and whether it is in fact at the disposal of this office. You are probably aware that any
unexpended balances remaining with the late Book Agency have been long since credited to
the General Revenues.”

[Files for Letters received, 1856-59, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 1231, dated 4 August 1858, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
Sanscrit College, to W. Gordon Young, Director of Public instruction :

“With reference to your letter no 1911, dated 30th Ultimo, I have the honour to observe,
that, in soliciting permission to purchase the manuscript copy of Ramayana mentioned in my
communication of the 22nd idem, I had no specific purpose in view. The manuscript being
a very valuable one, I thought it desirable that the College Library should possess it.

The balance of the sale proceeds of Library books referred to in my previous letter
having as you state been carried to credit of Government, it may perhaps not be necessary
to Furnish an account current thereof as requested. There is a sum of Rupees 342/- in my
hands on accounts of proceeds of books sold during the year 1856 and 1857, from which the
manuscript in question may be purchased, if sanctioned by you.”

[Files for Letters sent, 1857-59, Vol. IX, Sanskrit College.]

N =B Tz T Srorz BT =@ =0 | @A @A T B39 91 ARRE ZTIPGRHC
afsfem; S @1 =ite B afswia T Es! A6 FE e @R G SRIT A0S ¢ 7 =
(I SCANE ST R A 1 27 | (7 2 (2 e I v zoafes

Letter No. 2135, dated 20 August 1858, from W. Gordon Young, Director of Public
Instruction, to Pundit Eshwar Chunder Sharmah, Principal of the Sanscrit College :

“In reply to your letter no 1231, dated the 4th instant, I have the honor to say that in
the absence of more specific grounds for the outlay proposed therein, I am unable to give
any sanction to it.”

[Files for Letters received, 1856-59, Sanskrit College. ]
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“Letter No. 1244, dated 29 October 1858, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of the
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Sanscrit College, to the Director of Public Instruction :

“I have honour to transmit the sum of Company’s Rupees Three hundred and Forty two
(342) being the amount of sale proceeds of the superabundant copies of the Library Books
realized from January 1856 up to June 1858.”

[Files for Letters sent, 1857-59, Vol 1X, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 1248, dated 3 November 1858, from Eshwachandra Sharma, Principal of
the Sanscrit College, to the Sub-Treasurer :

I have the honour to forward for credit the sum of Company’s Rupees Three
hundred and forty-two, being the amount of sale proceeds of the superabundant copies of the
Library Books realized from January 1856 to 30th June, 1858, and to request the favour of
your granting a receipt in duplicate.”

[Files for Letters sent, 1857-59, Vol 1X, Sanskrit College.]
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“Letter No. 1246, dated 3 November 1858, from Eshwarchandra Sharma, Principal of
the Sanskrit College to W. Gordon Young, Director of Public Instruction :

“I have the honour to report that I have this day made over charge of the Sanscrit
College, to Mr. Cowell of the Presidency College.”

[Files for Letters sent, 1857-59, Vol. IX, Sanskrit College.]
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‘Vidyasagar, in his Will, dated 31 May 1875, mentioned a Sanskrit book, named Valmiki
Ramayana as his property. J. Wanger, in his list of Sanskrit books, furnished the following
information :
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“Title Ramayana (Epic)
Nature of Contents Epic Poem
Author, Translator, or Editor Valmiki

Printer or Publisher Sanskrit Press
Price Rs. 20

Remarks With Scholia.”

[J. Wenger : Selection from the Records of the Bengal Government, No. XLI, Calcutta,
1865, p. 1).

43




mANAN, Vol. VI, No. | & 2, January & July 2019 ISSN-2348-3849

Remembering Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar
for his contribution for women empowerment.

Dr. Pranab Kumar Ganguly*

Iswar Chandra Bondopadhyay was born on 26th September, 1820 when the position of Indian
women was unspeakably poor, oppressive and inhuman without any freedom and dignity. As
a great humanist such a situation was highly disappointing for a philanthropist like Iswar
Chandra Bondopadhyay. He could not accept this sorry state of affairs and plight of the
Indian Women. As a genius, a brilliant scholar and above all as a humanist par excellence
he stood up for social upliftment of the girls of our society. He rightly realised that education
is the only means to liberate the women from their deplorable condition and for their social
alleviation.

Needless to say, education is the fundamental precondition for the all-round development
of an individual-for the fullest development of his/her in-born potentials or to develop her
creative ability.So, educational development and thereby the development of knowledge base
is a fundamentally important factor for the development of human resources and their
utilisation which has always played and is still playing most pivotal role both for the
development of an individual and equally for society. In this context the words of Gottfried
Wilhelm Leibniz, a prominent German polymath and one of the most important logicians,
deserve special mention. As he said, "Make me the master of education, and I will undertake
to change the world". In fact, man's increasing knowledge is such a powerful factor that it
not only contributes to the development of a nation but most significantly to the global
development. In the rapidly increasing process of globalisation today the educated women as
most important human resource factors are equally contributing like their male counterparts.
Vidyasagar as a farsighted man could well realise that if the girls are provided with equal
opportunities like boys they can also play significant role for the benefit of society as it has
been proved today.

Apart from the development of knowledge base, education is also a crucial factor in
order to increase literacy rate, creative ability, moral and ethical values and thereby for
producing good citizens having awareness of their rights and duties and awareness of many
other factors like social, economic, educational, cultural, political and the like for effectively
participating in the process of social progress. In fact, education is the basic right of everyone
irrespective of sex or race. No discrimination among the genders should be made in providing

*Librarian, Govt. Training College, Hooghly.
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educational facilities. In a situation where equality of opportunities among the male and
female prevail we can obviously develop a literate and educated society where the girls
equally like boys can play significant role in enhancing the process of development of society.
Education and development of knowledge base helps to increase man's work capacity and
skill. An educated girl can develop the following basic qualities:

a. Can earn and thus helps in economic development of herself and that of her family.
She can contribute in poverty alleviation of her family and thereby can raise the
standard of living. So, an educated female child can contribute to healthy family life.

b. Can break the deep-rooted tradition of early marriage-a long practice in our country
which is detrimental to social progress. Such a practice still prevails in some parts
of rural India. In fact, girl became mother when she herself was achild.

c. An educated mother has fewer children. She knows well the family planning norm
and the importance of small family both for her family and for society too.

d. She has knowledge of health care before and after child birth and thereby can take
proper care of herself and of her child. As an educated mother she can thus
properly socialise her child and can ensure the child's balanced development.

e. She becomes aware of her rights and duties. She is able to protect herself from
abuse. Because of her increased skills an educated girl can take more responsibility
for herself and for society also and can solve problems. It directly goes to societal
benefit.

Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar being an exceptionally brilliant man realised this truth that
progress of society is bound to suffer serious setback if the female child is kept illiterate and
ignorant or in other words, if the girls are not provided with adequate educational facilities
the process of development of society can hardly flourish. The parents of girl children,
excepting a very few, during the time of Vidyasagar failed to realise the importance of
education in the life of women equally like that of men, both for the benefits of women
themselves as well as for the benefits of society. The condition of women education in India
during the beginning of the 19th century was painfully pathetic. The girls did not have any
independent opinion. The system of child marriage was the established practice and
established culture. The parents were absolutely indifferent to the education of their
daughters. A complete discrimination prevailed during this time between the boys and the girls
in every part of life and in respect of providing facilities for education in particular. In case
of domestic duties and responsibilities the position of the girls was absolutely disheartening;
during this time the girls were not required to be independent. It was the prevailing culture
to keep the girls at the receiving end. Her appearance was the only criterion of being selected
as a bride. The parents of the girls were not interested even in their elementary education.
In many cases, the education of the girls was thought to be ominous. During this timeit was
the prevailing culture to keep girls confined to home. A male child was always preferred and
was given much more importance and recognition; the then Indian society had almost no
concern for the socio-economic and cultural development of the women. Through his rigorous
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studies Vidyasagar understood that in past women in our country had good social status and
dignity. But with the passage of they lost their position and started facing hardship of social
injustice imposed on them. Incidentally, Indian women had to face much inhuman and brutal
practice; one suchinhuman system was the system of 'Sati' which was in practice for long.
Later Raja Ram Mohan Roy played most effective role in abolishing this cruel system. Our
country and especially the Indian women are ever indebted to this great man.

To be sure, education is an external factor. Therefore, no human child is born educated
and born social. So, every human child is made social through his/her educational
development which is ensured through the process of learning or through the process of
socialisation. This process of learning can not be self-creative, self-developing and self-
running; many important agents participate in the process of learning out of which two agents
play most significant role in educating our children: one is family and another is school which
are complementary to each other. Realising the need of female education Vidyasagar
wholeheartedly wanted to bring the entire girl section of society directly within the purview
of the formal process of learning. Being a versatile genius Vidyasagar contributed to many
areas of social progress. Among his manifold contributions he is remembered with deep
regard for his almost lifelong struggle for social reforms. One such contribution he left most
importantly was in the field of women education. In doing such a great job Iswar Chandra
had to receive discouraging response, particularly at the initial stage. It deserves mention in
this context that what is much fascinating for Vidyasagar is that, in an absolutely patriarchal
society dominated by caste, untouchability and may other superstitious elements Vidyasagar
emerged wholeheartedly as a rational and modern man who could very successfully raised
himself from caste factor. He never succumbed to any sort of superstition though like all
other orthodox Hindu Brahmins of his time he was also a product of an absolutely male-
dominated and caste-ridden society. His modern mentality and rational attitude can be
explained in terms of an example he created after being the Principal of the Sanskrit College,
Calcutta, in 1846. After being appointed as the Principal of this college he opened up
admission to the students from other caste categories besides Bhahmin and Vaidya. As
Vidyasagar stated hehad "no objection to the admission of other castes than Brahmins and
Vaidyas, or in other words, different orders of Shudras, to the Sanskrit College".Such an
initiative taken by Vidyasagar, in a caste-dominated and a complete conservative society,
proves that Iswar Chandra was not only a scholar, he was a great humanist, a believer in
equality of opportunities and a teacher par excellence and a teacher from the very core of
his mind.In terms of such activities one might quite logically argue that a spirit of equality
always worked in his mind which also, apart from his liberal attitude, indomitable courage and
his uncompromising attitude in respect of social injustice, helped him to successfully fight for
the education of the girls.In so doing Iswar Chandra had to face much challenge and
hardship, because the question of upward social mobility of the Indian women was a far cry
at the time of emergence of Vidyasagar.

But nothing could stop his spirit to proceed for the spread of female education in society.
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Iswar Chandra could not accept the most undesirable social injustice, painful discrimination,
irrational and inhuman attitude of his society towards the education of the female child.
Hence, as an exceptionally brave and straightforward personality he raised his voice against
the ostrich view which our society indulged in during his time towards the educational
development and social upliftment of women. In the eyes of the educationist like Vidyasagar
the women like men, are very rich human resources that can be well utilised for the benefit
of society as a whole. So, he took active initiatives and worked incessantly towards reforming
the then education system for providing education for girls. His determination led to exercise
his power to lobby hard for opening of girl schools. He outlined a suitable curriculum which
would be, as he rightly thought, most effective both for the education of the girls and for their
becoming self-reliant through vacations like needlework. He was so dedicated for the
education of the girls that he personally went door-to-door and requested family heads to
send their daughters to schools for enrolment. In order to achieve his objective he had to
work hard; because in India we had deep-rooted tradition of illiteracy of women. The long
practice was that the women will give birth to child and bring them up. But in spite of this
'anti-woman education' tradition of the Hindu orthodox society, Vidyasagar came forward like
an iron man to make a blow over such long anti-progressive tradition for empowering the
Indian women. Throughout Bengal he opened 35 women school and succeeded in enrolling
1300 students. Moreover, to support women education Vidyasagar organised a fund called
'Nari Siksha Bhandar'. It was initiated for the spread of girls' education in India.

Apart from such remarkable works, Iswar Chandra actively helped and supported John
Elliot Drinkwater Bethune to establish the first permanent girls' school in India, the Bethune
School on May 7, 1849.Mr J.E.D. Bethune was a member of the Legislative Council and the
President of the Education Council. For the propagation of female education in this country
Mr. Bethune with the great help of Vidyasagar established this school. Mr. Bethune made
Vidyasagar Honorary Secretary of his newly established girl school. Therefore, contribution
of this Englishman to the spread of Indian female education should never be forgotton. He
was in fact, a great friend of the natives of the soil.

It should be stated that the establishment of the Bethune Schoolfor the spread of female
education in India was not the first move in this direction. A girl school known by the name
of "Juvenile Pathsala" had been started in 1820 through the exertions of the School Book
Society. According to Subal Chandra Mitra, from the educational report for the year, it is
seen, that nearly 40 girls from the poor families obtained prizes for their proficiency. Raja
Radha Kanta deb Bahadur in his report said, "Several native girls educated by the Female
Society were also examined whose proficiency in reading and spelling gave great pleasure".
In 1842 there were fifty female schools in different parts of Calcutta with nearly 800 pupils
on their rolls. Subal Chandra Mitra in his book Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar, a story of his life
and work, has stated, a detailed account of those schools is to be found in Raja Radha Kanta
Dev's "Stri Siksha Vidhayaka", a manuscript paper in Bengali which he offered to the Female
Society, In this essay he attempted to that many Hindu females of higher classes had owned
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much celebrity for their attainments and accomplishments. Among these he named Rani
Bhavani of Murshidabad who had attained much proficiency in her mother tongue and could
manage her estate affairs personally; another celebrated Brahman lady namely Hati
Vidyalankar who had vast knowledge in Sanskrit literature. She like other prominent scholars
of the male sex appeared at the meetings of the pandits and discussed sastric matters. The
third Brahman lady he named was Shyamasundari of the Faridpore district who attained a
great proficiency in Nyaya Philosophy. Raja Radha Kanta by these and othermeans
encouraged the education of the females. But in few years several Hindus having been
converted into the Christian faith, there arose a disagreement between the Hindus and the
Christians which had a great derogatory influence on girl schools started and worked on
European principle. At this time Bethune came forward to their rescue and started in 1849
a girl school with 25 pupils. In fact, Bethune was a sincere well-wisher of the natives. His
idea was that to raise the sons of the Hindus, one of the most ancient civilised nations of
the world, from their fallen state, it was necessary that the females of the nation should be
properly educated. His object was to give the pupils of his girls-school a decent instruction
without any admixture of anything of Christianity with it. He had therefore given his school
the name "The Hindu Female School" which was subsequently changed to the "Bethune
Female School", after the name of its founder.

Bethune being a liberal and kind-hearted man wanted to educate the Indian people. In
carrying this august responsibility he became very glad to find Iswar Chandra with him who
was known to Bethune as most talented, energetic and painstaking worker and also as a man
who was true to his words and deeds. Mr. S. C. Mitra further states that in these affairs
Vidyasagar obtained assistance and co-operation of some of his friends and a few
respectable and influential natives. Among them the names of Madan Mohan Tarkalankar,
Sambhu Nath Pandit, Ram Gopal Ghosh, Raja Dakshina Ranjan and some others appear
prominently. Most of them had sent in their daughters to the school and co-operated so
largely that each of them might be separately called the founder of the institution. Most of
them had to suffer a great hardship at the hands of their countrymen; particularly Madan
Mohan Tarkalankar, who was even boycotted from society, as he was the pioneer of them
all, having been the first to send in her daughters, Bhuvanmala and Kundamala.

Since Vidyasagar believed from the core of his heart that without education of the
women a nation cannot prosper. So he devoted much of his time and energy to the spread
of female education. Incidentally, Mr. Bethune defrayed the cost of bringing the girls to
school from their houses in a horse-carriage. Interestingly, the carriage in which the girls
were taken to school and back again to their homes had the words "konyapebong Palaniya
Sikshaniyatijatnata", painted in it. The passage was selected and taken from the Sastra by
Vidyasagar.It means that daughter too (like sons) should be carefully brought up and trained.
In so doing Vidyasagar wanted to convince his countrymen that education of the female was
not interdicted by the Sastras, but rather made an obligatory duty for every householder. But
even after doing so much Vidyasagar could not secure the co-operation of the Hindus in
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general. But with the help of some of his friends and Europeans he succeeded in his attempt
a great way. It should be mentioned that as Principal of the Sanskrit College Vidyasagar
introduced the system of tuition fees for the students excepting for those who were not able
to afford to pay tuition-fees, because he was afraid that unless some fees were realised from
the students the authorities, at any time, might, on the pretext of economy, abolish the
institution altogether. On the initiative of Vidyasagar the system of fees were introduced into
the college. Another most important work done by Vidyasagar was that he got worn-eaten,
time-worn manuscripts on Belles-letters in the library of the college printed. If he had not,
at that time, taken up the matter, most probably the manuscripts would have disappeared.

In order to ensure he spread of female education Vidyasagar felt it most important to
publish books for the pupils. The first composition of Vidyasagar which was published on the
6th of April, 1851, was Sisusiksha, part IV. It was a Bengali version of Chamber's
"Rudiments of Knowledge". It was originally intended for the girls of the Bethune School.
Like the original it deals with diverse subjects instructive to young children. The name of the
book was afterward converted to its present name Bodhoday. It was at first titled "Sisusiksha
part IV", because Modan Mohan Tarkalankar had already issued his "Sisusiksha, part I, II,
I, all of which Vidyasagar had the copyright.

Another remarkable work done by Vidyasagar for the schools of this country was that
he successfully introduced the practice of summer vacation into all the schools and colleges
of Bengal. For both the students and teachers he found it very difficult to work in the
institution in unbearable heat during the months of May and June. He brought the matter to
the notice of the authorities praying for summer vacation, which was granted him. Needless
to say, the educational institution of Bengal will remain ever grateful to Vidyasagar. In course
of time Vidyasagar had composed and written many other books for the students and nice
elementary books for the beginners. Through the books he wrote Vidyasagar enriched the
education system of Bengal.

In 1853 Vidyasagar founded a free school in his native village, Birsingha and attached
to it a night school for the education of the sons of the cultivating class in the night. He bore
the cost of the school building. He also started a girl school about the same time. These
schools used to run by the money provided by Vidyasagar. The monthly cost of free school
was four hundred rupees as pay of the teachers, furniture and library books for the school.
Besides, he had to bear the monthly cost of Rs. 40-45 for running the night and the girl
school. Apart from these schools, he established about this time a charitable dispensary in his
native village for the treatment of the poor patients. In fact, whatever he earned from his
salary and sale of books he spent on charitable purposes.

Quite admittedly, Vidyasagar endlessly and painstakingly continued his efforts to educate
all classes of people in general and girls in particular. Among all the reforms he especially
emphasised the educational reforms for empowering the women. But as a great humanist
Iswar Chandra could not ignore the plight of the then Hindu widows. He successfully
introduced the practice of widow remarriage and worked against the polygamy combating all
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the challenges posed by the Hindu orthodox and patriarchal society. He could not accept the
plight and helplessness of the Hindu widows who had to live absolutely at the mercy of
others. In order to improve the quality of life of the helpless widows Iswar Chandra was
determined to introduce widow remarriage law. For this purpose he thoroughly studied the
Vedic Scriptures and could successfully thwart the challenges of the Brahminical authorities
and other orthodox Hindus. Through his thorough studies he proved that widow remarriage
is sanctioned by Vedic Scriptures. The Widow Remarriage Act was passed on July 26, 1856.
Vidyasagar personally had taken active initiatives for the marriage of many child and
adolescent widows. He even married his son Narayan Chandra to an adolescent widow in
1870. So, Vidyasagar through struggle and constant fight could open the door of liberation for
the Indian women from the ugly faces of oppression and social injustice and thus became
a champion of social reforms. In the context of social reforms in India, the role of Raja Ram
Mohan Roy in abolishing the brutal and most inhuman practice of 'Sati Pratha,’ should never
be lost sight of. He also very boldly fought against this practice of woman atrocity in spite
of constant challenges posed by the then rigid Hindu society and thus saved the Indian
widows from this barbaric practice. So, the history of India will always remember Raja Ram
Mohan Roy as a great fighter, a philanthropist and as one of the forerunners of women
liberation movement in our country. What Ram Mohan Roy had done for the emancipation
of the Indian women from this cruel practice was much inspiring for Iswar Chandra. As in
case of female education and widow remarriage, he equally played most courageous role for
the abolition of the practice of child marriage-a social injustice imposed on the Indian girls
in the name of 'Gouri Dan' which was absolutely baseless and ridiculous. According to Dr.
Sarmila Bose, a Senior Research Associate at the Centre for International Studies,
department of Politics and International Relations, University of Oxford, Vidyasagar with his
courage and excellent brilliance stood up for the Indian women during his time, advocated
for the causes of the Indian women and most vigorously fought for their dignity and social
upliftment. According to Dr. Bose, with his high head he stood against the orthodox and
conservative power centres and vested interest of Hindu society. Though product of sucha
society, Vidyasagar was never influenced by illogical, immoral and inhuman practices that
were prevailing for long time in Hindu society; on the contrary, he was very much
progressive, liberal, logical and rational and therefore vehemently opposed to any sort of
superstitious element. He was a man who could very successfully raise his position above
social superstition and unjust social institution and therefore he was way ahead of his time.

"What is fascinating about Vidyasagar is that the way in which a traditional Sanskrit
scholar in a patriarchal society used his command of the ancient scriptures to argue against
his opponents in his own community and campaign for very' modern' reforms against child
marriage, polygamy and the mistreatment of widows. He set an example of enlightened
leadership from within the cultural or religious communities for the progress of their own
people".Vidyasagar started his fight against the inhuman practices of his time through his
writings in Tattavabodhoni Patrika, a progressive journal. But due to India's Mutiny of 1857
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our colonial masters decided to follow the policy of non-interference into India's internal law
and into any religious matter. It was a severe blow on Iswar Chandra's fight to abolish the
system of child marriage. According to Dr. Bose, "A congruence of interests between
reformers and those wielding political power is a clearly key factor for successful legislative
reform. By the time Vidyasagar attacked the practice of polygamy among high-caste Hindus
in 1870s, the revolt of 1857 had created an unbridgeable chasm between Indians and their
colonial masters.Indian nationalists were more interested in 'cultural preservation', and the
British had lost their reformist motives. The campaign failed".Besides, Vidyasagar had to face
a complete frustrating and negative situation in his battle against child marriage. In order to
achieve this aim he hardly got any public support; on the contrary this great fighter received
opposition from almost all corners. Vidyasagar even after being confronted with such a
discouraging situation gave a very hard battle for the interest of the people at large and the
helpless in particular. But even after taking so much of hardship and playing a crucial role
for the development of his own country he was negated by many and even by his many near
and dear ones. Such an undesirable situation was very much disappointing for a rare humanist
like Vidyasagar. Because of constant opposition by and complete non-cooperation from his
own country and especially from his friends, dear and near ones, Vidyasagar made himself
aloof from main stream of society and from his reformation activities. He spent the last two
decades of his life in isolation.

But the fighting spirit and he waves of reformation he created with his fighting zeal and
from his liberal and humanist mind were not evaporated, because before his departure from
this world the colonial Government of India passed the Age of Consent Act which legally
abolished child marriage. Quite admittedly, behind the enactment of Consent Act the
contribution of Raja Ram Mohan Roy and that of Vidyasagar must be recognised with due
regard; because such an important Act which, in fact, abolished the age old practiceof child
marriage was not passed all on a sudden, but such a spirit and objective situation in favour
of social reforms were created by the able leadership provided by these two great fighters.

To be sure, after Ram Mohan Roy Vidyasagar created the history of social reforms in
India. It is also equally true that in fighting for the cause of reforms he was not in any way
deviated from the most valuable intellectual tradition of ancient India. To put it differently, in
fighting against several inhuman practices which were detrimental to progress of a country
and thereby to a healthy social life, Vidyasagar in no way hurt the Indian traditional value
system. What he did in course of his reformation activities only helped to enrich our culture
and society. His activities for female education and the crucial role he played for social
alleviation of women in particular and his wholehearted initiative and support for the
educational development of all sections of people in India irrespective of age, sex, religion,
economic background etc. are very much relevant till date.

Vidyasagar wanted to see an educated society, especially the women education. He left
no stone unturned for the spread of girls' education in society. Vidyasagar as a teacher and
as an educationist wanted to eradicate illiteracy from our soil, particularly from among the
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women who were mostly neglected in almost all spheres of life. But this dream of Vidyasagar
is yet to be fulfilled, because crores of people in our country and the women in particular
are still illiterates and living below poverty lines. Needless to say, poverty and illiteracy are
very closely interrelated factors. Man's inborn potentials can hardly be developed without his/
her educational development. Education and knowledge base help to increase our work
capacity. So, development of human resources can be ensured only through man's
educational development-here literacy and formal education needs to be given particular
emphasis-which is not only linked with his/her own development but equally with societal
benefit. In fact, knowledge is the most powerful factor by which all things are done by man.
As a brilliant scholar Viydyasagar realised this truth and painstakingly tried for the spread of
education among the people in general and that of female child in particular, because during
the time of Vidyasagar women education in India hardly received any importance; excepting
a very few, women remained illiterates and ignorant. So, quite naturally, they lagged far
behind the process of social development effectively without any dignity and status of their
own. Vidyasagar wanted a society with educated mother who can not only play most
effective role in educating their children but can equally play their part in the process of
development of society. It is true that our nation has taken a very commendable initiative in
making the Right to Education a Fundamental Right, but still many things remain to be done
in the process of eradication of illiteracy. Therefore, when our nation will be able to eradicate
illiteracy from our soil and especially when every woman will be educated and economically
self-sufficient, only then the dreams of Pandit Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar will be fulfilled; and
perhaps that will be real tribute to this teacher and great social reformer.

To conclude, the history of India will always remember Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar for
his fundamental contribution for the reformation in our educational system and the most
significant role he played in other fields of social reforms. He immensely contributed to
Bengal Renaissance as a most important figure. Vidyasagar fought a tough battle against the
Hindu orthodox and conservative society to liberate the Indian women from the grip of
oppression and social injustice and thus became a champion of social reform. So, the Indian
women will remember Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar with due regard for his contribution to
women empowerment and therefore, for the status and dignity they enjoy today.
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Calcutta - the Back Hole, Seraj ood-dowlah returns to Moorshedabad - marches against
sokut Jung, who is defeded and slain, ... 1757. Colonel Clive and Admiral Watson, come up

from modras and take Calcutta.” (P-137)
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Vidyasagar: Emancipation of women and
Contemporary social customs in colonial Bengal

Dr. Goutam Patra*

Abstract: This paper looks at Vidyasagar's untiring effort for social emancipation of women
while also discussing his campaign against Kulin Brahmin polygamy, child marriage and
prostitution - some of the social evils that plagued in the society of nineteenth century Bengal.
Vidyasagar's diligent effort for the legalisation of widow marriage ultimately got success in
1856 as the British colonial administrators drafted widow marriage into law and Vidyasagar
made the laws into effect when he first time arranged marriage of his son Narayan Chandra
with a new widow Kalimati devi despite several oppositions from various corner of society. The
opposition to his programme came from none other than Bankimchandra Chattopadhyay,
arguably the greatest Bengali novelist till date. Statistically speaking, not many widows
married under the Hindu Widow's Remarriage Act, making the Act, almost a dead letter.
However, there has been a long-term impact of Vidyasagar's movement on Bengal's social and
intellectual life for eradication of many social customs,is discussed in this paper giving an
emphasis on women'emancipation.

Key Words: Kulin, baboos, Bahubibaha, pronoy, Shastra. Balyabibah. Abala, grihalakshmi

Introdution:

Indian society witnessed many deep rooted social evils such as 'Kulin' system, Child
marriage, polygamy, 'sati' system and all these evils were correlated with each other and
created a chain of social stigma. Kulin Brahmin polygamy got its root when parents wanted
to become a Kulin in society arranging marriage of their child daughter with a Kulin Brahmin
ten times older than her. After the death of this aged Kulin the child was regarded as a
widow even at the age of five to six. The Hindu orthodox society also discovered a way to
get rid of this problem introducing Sati system- a murder like event in society. During his
lifetime, Vidyasagar campaigned against Kulin Brahmin polygamy, child marriage and
prostitution. He also argued strongly in favour of women's education. It was his concern for
Bengal's widows that largely defined his life, work and achievement for succeeding
generations. His almost crusade-like effort to have widow marriage legalized in 1856, proved
to be the most divisive act of his career, generating a large body of writings and petitions from
various religious and ideological quarters, both for and against widow marriage (Ghose, 1973:
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239-78). Vidyasagar diligently engaged with criticism levelled against his project (Vidyasagar,
2012: 57-206), he presented detailed re-readings of the Shastra or Hindu religious
scriptures(Parashar Samhita) not merely to refute conventional wisdom against widow
marriage but also to find support for it. Polygamy, child marriage, ascetic widowhood and
prostitution as well as denial of education to women are now widely believed to be the major
issues affecting the lives of women in nineteenth-century Bengal (see Anisuzzaman 2000,
Chakrabarti, 1998 & Murshid, 1984).

Nature and gravity of Social customs: Child marriage often leading to untimely
widowhood almost became the norm in the society. Prominent Bengali intellectuals of the
time such as Bankimchandra Chattopadhyay (1838-1894) and Vidyasagar himself were
married to minors by their parents. Bankimchandra was married to a 5-year old when he was
11. Vidyasagar was 14 when he was married to an 8-year old girl (Chowdhury 1997: 280).
The Kulin Brahmin polygamy also led to many social ills. The Kulins, who happened to be
the highest sect of Brahmins, were especially notorious for being as peppered with much wit
and humour. However, it goes without saying that no such luxury was afforded to the wives
of the baboos concerned. As for the widows, by the time of Vidyasagar, they were saved
from their husband's funeral pyres, thanks to Rammohon Roy's heroic efforts resulting in a
1829 legislation against widow immolation, but they were still destined to a life of
unimaginable hardship. Tanika Sarkar's powerful phrase, often reveal the cruel treatment to
the widows by their families (Sarkar, 2008: 8§3).

They were also put on a stringent diet aimed at robbing them of their youth, beauty and sexual
urges. Considered a threat to the 'sacred' institution called the family, many widows were also
subjected to unwanted pregnancies that were often followed by abortions. Committing suicide to
escape such infamy had a tacit social approval. It was quite usual for a good number of widows to
work in brothels which provided them with income and even some measure of prestige that were so
crudely denied to them by their immediate families and society at large.

Agonies of child marriage and widowhood : It was not difficult for Vidyasagar to
see the interconnections between these various socio-religious practices which he called
'deshachar' or the customs of a country, held them responsible for curtailing women's space
both inside and outside home. According to Vidyasagar's biographers, much of the stimulus
for his movement for women's emancipation also came from his first-hand experience of the
agonies of child marriage and widowhood (see Ghose, 1973 & Mitra, 1902, rpt. 2008). He
was said to have been appalled at meeting the girl child whom the elderly Vedanta scholar
Sambhuchandra Vachaspati of Sanskrit College, Kolkata, had married to run his household,
almost a few months before his death.

Even renowned writers such as Bankimchandra could not refrain from poking fun at
Vidyasagar in his celebrated novel 'Bishabriksha’ (tr. Poison Tree) (1873):

"A renowned pundit of Kolkata, Isvar Vidyasagar by name, has published a book on widow
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marriage. If he, who arranges marriages for the widows, is called a pundit, who can we call a fool?"
(translation) (Chattopadhyay, 1360: 279).

And we know that in his tract on 'Bahubibaha', i.e. multiple marriages, Bankimchandra
had supported polygamy for the sake of maintaining patrilineality (Chattopadhyay, 1361: 314-
19). This was on top of his glorification of the practice of sati and linking it to national
regeneration in Kamalakanter Daptar:

"When I think that only some time back our women could die like this, then new hope rises up
in me, then I have faith that we, too, have the seeds of greatness within us. Women of Bengal: You
are the true jewels of this country” (quoted in Sarkar 2011: 395).

At the core of the Bengali opposition to widow marriage was the fear of losing control
over women's sexuality. In fact, the "assumption of innate and uncontrollable feminine
sexuality ... was embedded in Hindu cultural traditions (Bandyopadhyay, 2011: 162).
Henceforth, child marriage, which often resulted in widowhood, became an institutionalised
form of regulating women's reproductive system. For Vidyasagar, the attainment of "pronoy’
in marriage was impossible between minors who were married to each other, often without
their consent. In such marriages, the child-bride was coerced into embracing motherhood
despite being mentally unprepared either to bear children or to look after them. In his two
subsequent tracts on widow marriage, both published in 1855, Vidyasagar shifted his focus
away from 'pronoy' to emphasise the sexual need of the widow, a bold subject to tackle in
his day. He singled out deshachar as the mother of all ills. Knowing that he would not be
able to bypass the Shastra, Vidyasagar blamed 'deshachar' alone for producing a skewed
reading of the Shastra. Widows, he pointed out, were routinely subjected to various
temptations of the body and often sexually exploited. As a result, unwanted pregnancies,
abortions and prostitution were taking place with an alarming regularity.

However, far from portraying widows as deceitful, as Bankimchandra did, or wicked and
hence prone to sexual lapses, Vidyasagar conjured up their abala existence, essentially a state
of being in which one is denied access to speech. The widow in question, according to
Vidyasagar, was forced to remain abala, literally meaning "without strength", "no speech", "not
spoken", or simply "dumb", denoting a permanent state of silenced subalternity.

However, while referring to the speechless state of the widow, Vidyasagar, the male
reformer, did not necessarily refer to the suppressed energies resident within her, but to the
hapless state she was in. Vidyasagar's decided focus their status as grihalakshmi, i.e. the
goddess of home, and to ask them to consider domesticity as quintessentially Indian.
Vidyasagar's various programmes ultimately resulted in "a fairly limited and controlled
emancipation of wives within a framework of more companionate conjugality” (Sarkar, 1997:
229). Women were seen, and the necessity of granting them considerable freedom
considered, in the context of marriage and domesticity, and not necessarily outside it. The
opposition encountered by Vidyasagar during his lifetime both from the Bengali middleclass
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as well as prominent figures such as Bankimchandra speaks volumes about middleclass
tendencies in (often) retarding a social movement it helped start and advance. The eventual
split within the Bengali middleclass regarding widow marriage, thanks to its vacillation
between progress and conservatism, did not allow Vidyasagar's efforts to be fully realised.

Vidyasagar's project for Bengal's widows also had a gaping hole in it. It left Muslim
women entirely out of its consideration. This was something Bankimchandra was the first to
note inadvertently while criticising Muslim men for their Koran-sanctioned polygamy, and
Vidyasagar's apparent reluctance in acknowledging that in his 'one-sided' criticism of Kulin.

Patriarchal ideologies and the lives of women: In nineteenth-century colonial
Bengal, various patriarchal ideologies governing the lives of women were gradually
challenged, despite stern social disapprobation, by the likes of Raja Rammohan Roy (1772-
1833), Ishvar Chandra Vidyasagar (1820-1891) and the radical Young Bengal. Thanks to
these pioneers, the nineteenth-century is now generally regarded as the time when a number
of reform movements geared toward the emancipation of women were undertaken.

There was, however, a marked difference between the approach adopted by the Young
Bengal and that followed by Rammohan and Vidyasagar. While the former wanted to startle
and refashion Bengali Hindu society through their maverick words and deeds, which included
feasting on beef or naming and shaming Kulin Brahmins for polygamy, Rammohan and
Vidyasagar opted for changing the society from within through activist politics, strengthened
by their tracts on prohibition of widow immolation and sanctioning of widow marriage.
Instead of being radical and (largely) dismissive of contemporary society like the Young
Bengal, Rammohan and Vidyasagar tried to engage their compatriots with a view to changing
long-held beliefs about the condition of women in Bengal. Instead of shocking society at its
core, they decided to appeal sometimes to the head and sometimes to the heart of Bengalis,
as and when their tactical moves allowed. True, they were dubbed 'half-liberals' by the Young
Bengal who became impatient with their 'go slow' policy, but their often painstaking efforts
gradually paid off as the year 1829 saw widow immolation being banned by the British
colonial administration in India, while the year 1856 bore witness to the passing of the Hindu
Widow's Remarriage Act XV. Following these legislative changes, intercourse with wives
below the age of twelve was also criminalised in 1891, although child marriage was not (Ray,
1991: 6). Many Kulin wives could meet their husbands only once or twice during their lifetime
and it was not uncommon for all of them to be burnt at the stake for the sake of the one
husband they had shared amongst themselves (Chakrabarti, 1998: 8-9). The polygamous
nature of the Kulins were well exposed in 1836 by the Young Bengal in their journal
Gananneshan ("Search for Knowledge") in which they published a list of Kulin Brahmins,
some of whom had married more than 60 times (Chakrabarti, 1998: 92). Brothels, where
many Kulin wives deserted by their husbands ended up, gradually became an important part
of Bengali life, and often used as a meeting place by Bengali baboos. Nirad C. Chaudhuri,
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in his influential Bangali Jibane Ramani("Women in Bengali Life") (1968), observed how the
status of housewives was much lower than those involved in prostitution. Outside the zenana,
Bengali housewives hardly had any existence, while considerable power was yielded by the
likes of Baknapiyari, Damragopi, Omda Khanum and Munnijan, i.e. famous prostitutes of
Kolkata zealously courted by powerful Bengali men (Chaudhuri, 1968:72). Saratchandra
Chattopadhyay's (1876-1938) Devdas (1917, rpt. 2002), a popular Bengali novella, which has
retained cult status even till today both in Bangladesh and India, went as far as romanticising
the profession of prostitution while lending Bengali gentry's visitations of brothels the kind of
normalcy and social acceptance it used to enjoy.

Professor of Sanskrit and Principal of Sanskrit College, Vidyasagar's preeminent status
as a public intellectual also helped draw attention to his cause. However, this did not mean
that his programme was without its critics. Powerful landlords joined hands with orthodox
sections of the society to launch signature campaigns against widow marriage (Ghose 1973:
259-61). Invoking the Shastra, they underscored the need to maintain traditional Bengali
culture and family life as dictated by Hinduism. Many considered widowhood as a
consequence of sins committed by a woman in her previous life.

Many simply submitted to their husband's physical needs, and sexual pleasure was not
necessarily derived out of such often-enforced consummation of marriages. The death of
Phulmonee, a child-bride of 10 or 11, who bled to death after being raped by her 35-year old
husband, was a case in point (Sarkar 2011: 400). Prominent newspapers rallied against
attempts at condemning such tragic cases of child marriage, emphasising instead the
importance of preserving Hindu customs even if it required a 'sacrifice' such as that made
by Phulmonee (413). Because widow marriage was prohibited in accordance with the
general interpretation of the Shastra, Vidyasagar understood that unless he engaged with and
reinterpreted the very Shastra that forbade widow marriage, it would be nearly impossible to
mould public opinion in favour of his cause. He also realised that people would not have a
favourable opinion of widow marriage if he wanted to promote it as their (secular) duty as
citizens, but they might gradually change their minds if he could establish it as their religious
responsibility. In addition, he wanted to rethink the very institution of marriage by emphasising
conjugality and the rightful status of a wife within marriage. Although he fell short of claiming
equality for the wife in marriage, he chose not to emphasise Hindu husband's canonical status
as the god of the family, to whom wives must submit. In his 1850 tract titled "Balyabibaher
Dosh" ("The Demerits of Child Marriage"), instead of viewing marriage in the light of the
shared knowledge of the day as a union geared toward procreation, he interpreted it as the
conjoining of two souls (Vidyasagar, 2002: 523-8). Importantly, he used the word pronoyor
romantic love to describe marriage at a time when many married Bengali women, living in
a joint patrilocal family, would have access to their husbands only at the dead of night. Stories
of womenwas on invoking pity for Bengal's women. Empathy was pitted against the cruelty
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allegedly involved in the treatment of widows. The powerlessness of the widow, as he saw
it, elicited his now-famous, almost poetic lamentation: "Thou speechless beings! I know not
the crimes you had committed to atone for which you had to be born in India!" (translation
mine) (Vidyasgar, 2002: 643)

What was the role of the British colonial administration when this debate on widow
marriage was unfolding in Bengal? According to Partha Chatterjee, the colonial government's
overzealous tendency in branding Hindu scripts and customs as backward and dispensable
eventually produced a backlash against efforts, as those taken by Vidyasagar, at
reinterpreting Hindu texts to combat misogynist customs:

"A central element in the ideological justification of British colonial rule was the criticism of the
"degenerate and barbaric" social customs of the Indian people, sanctioned, or so it was believed, by
the religious tradition. Alongside the project of instituting orderly, lawful, and rational procedures of
governance, therefore, colonialism saw itself as performing a "civilizing mission". ... Indians
themselves must come to believe in the unworthiness of their traditional customs and embrace the new
forms of civilized and rational social order" (Chatterjee 1999: 118-9).

Conclusion: There were, then the social crusade against Kulin polygamy from 1871 and
against child marriage from the early 1880s, and against the consummation of marriage
before the young wife's first menses in 1891 (the year of his death).42 There were
innumerable acts too of giving money to the needy (for which he was known as much as
for his learning) and notably for rescuing the renowned Bengali poet, Michael Madhusudan
Dutt, from his financial predicament in France. Bhabanicharan Bandyopadhyay, Kolikata
Kamalalaya (tr. Kolkata, the House of Fortune), (Kolkata: Ranjan Publishing House) 1343.
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VIDYASAGAR AND AKSHAY KUMAR DUTTA : A
RECIPROCITY IN LIFE ANDTHOUGHTS

Sujit Chattopadhyay*

1. EXORDIUM:

With their friendship and contemporaneity in exact time and space both Iswarchandra
Vidyasagar ( 1820--1891) and Akshay Kumar Dutta (1820-1886), stalwarts of renascent
Bengal, represented an exceptional stream of contemplation and consciousness, and
effectuated the same in every nook and corner of the society. In a society teems with "more
superstitions, more bigoted, more gloomy, more fierce in its religion" ( John Henry Newman)
both Vidyasagar and Akshay Kumar lambasted the contemporary Hindu homily and faith,
custom and culture vehemently without caring a straw of all sorts of hindrance stood in the
way of their journey. The two doyens were not mere two personalities but fruitful culmination
of educational, social reformation and practising scientific thoughts. Their identical reformist
vein characteristic throughout the middle of the 19th century helped to erect a logical frame
of mind as well as narrated the world as a process of dependent causation instead of
uncompromising idealism. While the indomitable spirit of Iswarchandra annihilated anything
illogical with might and main Akshay Kumar made untiring effort to develop rational and
truth-seeking mind through his writings. "Most true it is that" they "have look'd on truth /
Askance and strangely" (Shakespeare : Sonnet 110)

2. VIDYASAGAR AND AKSHAY KUMAR - A DESCENDANT OF DEROJIO

The first seeds of Bengal Renaissance were sowed by 'Indian Keats' Henry Louis
Derozio (1809-1831) --- the man and his followers taught us to ask 'WHY"'. They were
precursors to the Bengal Renaissance and the luminaries like Iswarchandra Vidyasagar and
Akshay Kumar Dutta were apt successors. The Bengal free and radical thinkers' group --
- the Young Bengal or Derozians-- tried to hauled over the coals for illogical activities and
swept away the dogmatic and inert society. But the Derozians' impact on society fell flat and
he was rusticated from the Hindu College in 1929 because of radicalism. The society was
not so conducive to welcome such "every changing gale of spring" ( Lord Byron: Childish
Recollections) . After fading away of the doctrine of Derozians , the two social iconoclasts
and pathfinders - Iswarchandra Vidyasagar and Akshay Kumar Dutta-- embarked on
following the footstep of Derozio.

*QGovernment College of Education, Burdwan. e-mail : ch.sujit@gmail.com
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Actually Raja Rammohan Roy - the harbinger of Bengal Renaissance --- whose mission
was furthered by Derozio and later Vidyasagar and Akshay Kumar kept the flag flying. But
both of them did not incline to the spiritual bent of Rammohan. Debendranath Thakur was
influenced deeply by Rammohan's monotheistic system of divine worship but Akshay Kumar
in particular, was persuaded by the scientific rationality of Rammohan rather than his spiritual
leaning. Vidyasagar's idiosyncrasy with religious matter was minimal, rather his humanism
coupled with scientific outlook of Akshay Kumar became apposite pursuivant of Derozio. A
jolt in the reform process came with the untimely demise of Derozio in 1931 and Rammohan's
England journey on 1930; and it made the reform movement leaderless and in disarray. The
Tattwabodhini Sabha was established in 1839 by Maharshi Debendranath Thakur to propel
Brahma movement and Akshay Kumar joined there.

3. THE MAIDEN MEETING

Babu Anandakrishna Basu , the maternal grandson of Radhakanta Dev of Sovabazar,
was the English tutor and good friend of Vidyasagar. Anandakrishna Basu was in the editorial
board of Tattwabodhini Patrika. As an editor of Tattwabodhini Patrika, Akshay Kumar Dutta
used to give Ananda Krishna Basu the manuscripts of the journal and the latter returned the
same after some editorial corrections. One day Anandakrishna returned back Akshay Kumar
a translation work from English to Bengali. By the way, that translation was done by Sri
Dutta, and after some necessary additions and corrections, it was returned to Akshay Kumar.
But with utter surprise, he found that the corrections attuned the translation to lucidity. It was
a nice felicity of expression. When asked, Anandakrishna replied, it was the finesse of
Vidyasagar. Akshay Kumar was much pleased to follow the laconic style of using language
and that prompted him to acquaint himself with Vidyasagar. Vidyasagar used to go Sovabazar
Rajbari to Ananda Krishna to learn Shakespeare. There the two personalities met each other
for the first time. And their association developed into intimate co-fighters to upheaval society
from dungeon.

4. PHILOSOPHICAL PROXIMITY

Young Akshay Kumar was induced to George Combe. Combe (1788-1858) was a deist
and a proponent of natural philosophy, that advocates that Man is as subject to natural laws
as the rest of Nature --- Physical, Organic and Moral. Combe interpreted all incidents as per
causality. Akshay Kumar rendered into Bengali, Combe's 'Constitution of Man in Relation to
External Objects'.

Like Rammohan, Vidyasagar and Akshay Kumar Dutta were also persuaded to Francis
Bacon's empiricism and inductive reasoning. Akshay Kumar get swayed by Bacon to
proceed towards atheism. Akshay Kumar's views to the Indian philosophy was equally
critical in focussing their limitations. Both of them were acrimonious for the institutionalisation
of religion, obstinate beliefs and the blindfold blows of social ignorance and superstitions.
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Vidyasagar's mental make up had got a semblance with Charbak philosophy. In spite
of being an erudite Sanskrit scholar, he never blenched to traverse into the western
philosophy and science. His ratiocinative mind impugned idealistic philosophy including
Sankhya and Vedanta. Vidyasagar edited 'Sarbadarshan Sangraha' of Madhabacharyya,
which has a flavour of Charbak philosophy. Like Greek philosopher Pythagoras, Vidyasagar
also relied on, that "Man is the measure of everything". Bishop Berkeley - an Anglo-Irish
philosopher and a pioneer of subjective realism--- proposed for a denial of existence of
material substance, rather these substances are ideas perceived by human minds. Vidyasagar
refuted such philosophy outright. He opposed J R Balentine, principal of Benaras Sanskrit
College, in the inclusion of Berkeley's book 'Inquiry' as a text book. In the same way, he
advocated for the inductive logic and scientific methodology of Bacon and introduced Bacon's
'Novum Organum' in the syllabus. In addition to, he introduced ' A system of Logic :
Ratiocinative and Inductive' by John Stuart Mill, instead of 'Nabya Nayay'.

5. SCIENTIFIC BENT

The scientific outlook of Akshay Kumar Dutta was nurtured through the empirical and
inductive reasoning of Francis Bacon. The main proposition was : science is set to frame
rules and methodical observations of facts to interpret natural phenomena. Bacon initiated a
new outline for the science with an emphasis on empirical scientific method, which relied on
tangible proof. Akshay Kumar's approach also put an impetus on experimentation and
interaction. Scientific methods should involve in gathering data and analysing it, and finally by
experimentation, nature's rule will be established. In that way, science can be applied for the
amelioration of mankind. And that process was held in Europe; science took the shape of
modernity relieving itself from Christian theology. But unfortunately that radical change in
scientific outlook could not take place in India. Both Vidyasagar and Akshay Kumar-
particularly Akshay Kumar-- did such revolutionary work. It can be said that Akshay Kumar
was an ideal propagator of the ideals of Bacon. Akshay Kumar Dutta in his monumental
work Bharatbarshiya Upasak Samaj ( Indian Religious Sect), remarked - the ancient
philosophers of India wanted a pathfinder. They needed one Bacon, one Bacon, one Bacon.

Vidyasagar also possessed a refined scientific outlook, though he did not have so called
scientific schooling. Even he did not write any science book. But adapting from "Exemplary
and Instructive Biography' by Robert Chambers and William Chambers, he composed a
biographical book - Jibancharit- (The Biography) in1849, for the students, where he
incorporated the biographies of scientists like Copernicus, Galileo, Newton etc. In the same
line of thinking, he wrote 'Bodhoday' following the 'Rudiments of Knowledge' by William
Chambers. The book contains various matters related to science to incite scientific views
among the youth. These books are science primers. Vidyasagar encouraged Prasanna Kumar
Sarbadhikari, an erudite educationist, to write an algebra book and also helped him in writing
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an arithmetic book. In Sanskrit college Vidyasagar introduced arithmetic, algebra,
mensuration, geometry in lieu of mathematics of Lilabati of Bhaskaracharyya. The book '
Bahya bastur sahit Manabprakritir Sambandha ' ( A Relationship between Human
Nature and External World) by Akshay Kumar Dutta has been corrected by Vidyasagar.

6. TATTWABODHINI PATRIKA : INTELLECTUAL BATTLE- GROUND

After the untimely death of Derozio in 1831, and departure of Rammohan Roy for
England in 1830, and for good also, the third decade of 19th century was at an inescapable
impasse of leadership. There was none to take the helm. But to nourish independent way of
thinking varied learned associations came into being, namely, Jnanosandipan Sabha (1830),
Anglo Indian Hindu Association (1833), Sarbatattwadipika (1833), Sadharan
Jnanoparjika Sabha ( 1838), Tattwabodhini Sabha (1839). The zest for the cultivation of
literature, science, and social reformation had been increasing by leaps and bounds. Akshay
Kumar Dutta joined Tattwabodhini Sabha and initiated to Brahma Dharma. He became the
first editor of Tattwabodhini Patrika, an organ of Tattwabodhini Sabha, on 16th August
1843. Vidyasagar was also among the editorial board members and in 1856 became the editor
after Akshay Kumar. Though the journal had a clear inclination to preach Brahma Dharma
but both Vidyasagar and Akshay Kumar were not as ecclesiastic as Debendranath, the
founder of Tattwabodhini Sabha and Tattwabodhini Patrika.

Debendranath was in stark contrast with these two editorial members - Vidyasagar and
Akshay Kumar Dutta. Akshay Kumar propagated widow marriage campaign of Vidyasagar
in the Tattwabodhini Patrika, which conspicuously created wrath of the Brahma followers.
The editorial board once refuted to publish a sermon, delivered by Rishi Rajnarayan Bose at
Midnapore Brahma Samaj. Debendranath took strong exception to these two'atheists' of the
editorial members as they were impairing Brahma movement.

In Tattwabodhini  Patrika, while in one side there was irrational approach with
quiescent and blind conviction to the Vedas, on the other was modern, logical, sensible
thinking. Vidyasagar and Akshay Kumar Dutta were the spearhead of the later division. This
line of doctrine was inimical to central quintessence of Bhrama Samaj. So it was resolved
that a paper selection committee would be constituted for the journal, to recommend for final
publication. No publication would come out without the prior ratification of the committee;
even the editor himself was no exception. Requested by Akshay Kumar Dutta, Vidyasagar
consented to be a member of that committee, along with Rajendralal Mitra, Anandakrishna
Basu, Sreedhar Nyayratna, Anandachandra Vedantabagish, Prasannakumar Sarbadhikari,
Radhaprasad Roy, Shyamacharan Mukhopadhyay, Akshay Kumar Dutta. Vidyasagar started
translating the Mahabharata, the all time greatest epic, in the Tattwabodhini Patrika.
Introductory portion was completed. But at the request of Kaliprasnna Singha, he stopped it,
and Kaliprasnna himself started to do the same rendition. He acknowledged it in the preface
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of his work.

Akshay Kumar Dutta himself placed his own writings before Vidyasagar and he in spite
of his busy schedule corrected them. The editorial deftness of Vidyasagar was a delight to
watch. During his editorship in Tattwabodhini Patrika for a period of twelve years ( 1843-
1855) , Akshay Kumar Dutta enveloped the mentation of the educated Bengalees with
logicality and reasoning. Besides, he tried to standardise the Bengali prose through this
journal.

Tattwabodhini Sabha took the role of a sheet anchor in promulgating women education,
social reformation. The emendatory work of Vidyasagar was erected on the substructure
developed in this period. The cultivation of science and literature gave the celerity for social
change. And Akshay Kumar Dutta and Tattwabodhini Patrika were implemental in this
respect. Akshay Kumar Dutta did a lot of foundation work for a propitious journey of
Vidyasagar.

7. SOCIAL REFORMATION OF VIDYASAGAR : PREPARATIVE WORK OF AKSHAY KUMAR
DUTTA

With the assistance of Prasannakumar Sarbadhikari Akshay Kumar Dutta first
published 'Vidyadarshan' patrika in 1842. Though it was ephemeral but it had a far-reaching
impact in expounding logical thinking. His crusade against social evils started in this journal.
His multifarious talents "at whose involved immensity / Even soaring fancy staggers."( P.B.
Shelley : The Daemon of the World, Part I). Almost every issue of this journal ventilated with
cogency the havoc of polygamy. The first issue in the month of Aashar published article on

'Hindu Streeder Vidyasiksha' ( The Education of Hindu Females). The next issue contained
article on 'Bahubibaha’ ( The Polygamy). The third issue published an editorial (Adhibedan)
in the same line, supplicating Government for enactment of law . Before Vidyasagar, Akshay
Kumar was steadfast in social movement and never stooped cowering to the ground.

WIDOW MARRIAGE : Vidyasagar's exemplary reformation for widow marriage got
a direct steerage from Akshay Kumar. Tattwabodhini Patrika was the mainstay of Sri
Dutta. This Bengali journal and its indomitable editor stood Vidyasagar in good stead in spite
of considerable opposition to his views. In 1854, Falgun month issue (139 number) of
Tattwabodhini Patrika, Vidyasagar published his polemical and phenomenal proposition

"Bidhaba Bibaha Prachalita Houa Uchit Kina" ( Should Widow Marriage be
Introduced ?). In the very next issue (140 number) of Tattwabodhini Patrika Akshay
Kumar published a long article strongly vindicated Vidyasagar's stand and shouldered the
movement. In this article he threw light on the effects of Vidyasagar's proposition in the
society. With acuity he substantiated the advisability of widow marriage framing his nine point
reasons. Here's not the end. When Vidyasagar published his second pamphlet for widow
marriage, Akshay Kumar in similar way corroborated Vidyasagar through Tattwabodhini
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Patrika, ( Agrahayan month 148 number) in 1855. He remarked that the concluding section
of the book (of Vidyasagar) so aptly described the detriment of the social customs and
superstition that even the stone would cry out. Akshay Kumar's upholding in widow marriage
movement was dire desideratum at that time.

In like manner, when Vidyasagar published his first reformatory writing on 'Child
Marriage' Akshay Kumar also penned in 'Vidyadarsan' about the bad effects of child
marriage. Both of them propagated that implicit faith was the bane of all reasoning and free
thinking.

An anecdote of Akshay Kumar has been recapitulated by his grandson and great poet
Satendranath Dutta. Once Akshay Kumar lent some thousand rupees to his official, the man
fled away without requital. Getting an intimidation of jail and police, the man reminded
Akshay Kumar that he vouchsafed him (the man) a pourboire, if he married a widow. Now,
as he did it according to Akshay Kumar, so he implored for that tribute. Inquired about the
matter Akshay Kumar found the veracity of his word and requited him, forgiving his loan.

8. RELIGIOUS CONSANGUINITY

Both Vidyasagar and Akshay Kumar Dutta did not estimate life as divinely ordered. In
a word they were not theist in the truest sense. They were agnostics rather than atheistic.
Interestingly, when religion became an essential fulcrum for self-expression in the society,
both of them criticised the mode and expression of spirituality in vogue.

Throughout his life, Vidyasagar - though a Brahmin by nativity-never made any external
propensity to the existence of God. Rather lackadaisically he quipped that he had no time to
brood over God, as much to be done for the people. It is learnt from a story that when asked
about the ubiquity of feelings about God, sarcastically he remarked, when God was not
pricking me why should I? He had a sharp defiance to so called religion rather a deference
to humanity. On the request of friend Bijoykrishna Goswami-a great religious soul-Vidyasagar
in the second edition of his children's book 'Bodhodya’ he described something about God
---- 'God is unembodied, consciousness. He is ubiquitous'.

Both of them, it is assumed, had an unfoldment of thought from deism to agnosticism.
They observed God as the Creator of the universe, but had infidelism in daily holy rites or
refusal of customary. But as a Brahmin, Vidyasagar wore the sacred thread and did the
obsequies of parents. Though Akshay Kumar in early days of life was baptised to Brahma
religion by Ramchandra Vidyabagish in 1840 and was a member of Tattwabodhini Sabha,
but he religious opinion was poles asunder from mystic Debendranath. His religious
foundation was stationed on logic. Being a progressive thinker he never relied on 'Prayer' in
life. Contextually, his striking verbal algebraic equation proving the abortiveness of Prayer
before the students of Hindu hostel of the then Calcutta, became the storm-centre of the
society. The equation was :
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Labour = Crops

Labour + Prayer = Crops

So, Prayer = 0

In daily life he never followed the idea of auspicious day or time as referred in almanac.
Rather he was contradistinguish. His firm conviction was - The whole world is our scripture
and pure rationalism is our teacher. Universal Vedanta is real Vedanta. He declared, desire
to attain moksha (salvation) was 'mental disorder' alias. English deist William Paley and
Scottish phrenologist and deist George Combe were Akshay Kumar's "a consummation
devoutly to be wished" ( Shakespeare: Hamlet ) .

9. AVANT-- GARDE LITTERATEURS :

Bengali prose started its infancy in the hands of Raja Rammohan Roy. It was in the
formative stage. The religious and social reformative articles in Bengali and the literary
traditions bequeathed to us by Rammohan. Like an heir apparent Akshay Kumar singularly
sailed into scientific writings in Bengali language like a precursor. He had to invent new style
and new words while rendering from English the science related matters. Standard prose
writing style was not in vogue. He was the forerunner in making the language dynamic and
logical, as a prerequisite in writing scientific composition. The task was stupendous as there
was no prototype. It was no doubt an adroitness to represent a scientific idea with cogent
reason into clear vernacular Bengali. He had to search every nook and corner for new
vocabularies, glossaries as English equivalent.

Vidyasagar's apparition in Bengali literature was yet to come. Later both Vidyasagar and
Akshay Kumar Dutta took the role of a harbinger to usher in a new era in Bengali literature.
While Vidyasagar composed belles--lettres from Sanskrit, English and Hindi classic
literatures, Akshay Kumar created scientific literary works with the help of western
philosophical and scientific ideas. Removing the prosaic dullness of the language, the two
most powerful men letters in two different ways put the Bengali literature from the cradle
of infancy to young adolescence. We could have more pure literally output from both of them,
but they composed text books, pamphlets as a demand of the time as well as an avowed
social responsibility of partaking in reformatory work. There was no archetype for what they
ventured to do and in fine, they accomplished with such a consummate skill that the
foundation stone they laid envisaged their successors a lot.

10. CLOSE PROPINQUITY

The coherent homogeneity of thoughts cast in their lot with each other in personal life.
In Tattwabodhini Patrika those two mighty combatants kept all protests at bay. Vidyasagar
was a votary of Akshay Kumar Dutta's scholarship, logical constitution of mind. The
Education Department of Bengal created a situation of Deputy Inspector for a monthly
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remuneration of Rs.150 and Vidyasagar put forward Akshay Kumar for the post. At that
time, Akshay Kumar was paid only Rs. 60 as an editor of Tattwabodhini Patrika. But he
did not assent to the proposal because his administrative responsibility might impair and hinder
his pursuit of knowledge.

In 17th July 1855, under the tutelage of Vidyasagar Normal School was set up. The
school was divided in two sections. For the upper section, Vidyasagar recommended Akshay
Kumar Dutta to the post of Head Master. In a letter to Education Department, Vidyasagar's
recommendation spoke volumes for Akshay Kumar's candidature - "I would propose that
two masters, one at Rs.150 and the other Rs.50 per month, be employed for the present to
undertake the task of training up the teachers for our new vernacular school.

For the post of Head master of the Normal classes, I would recommend Babu Akshay
Kumar Dutt, the well-known editor of Tattwabodhini Patrika. He is one of the very few of
the best Bengali writers of the time. His knowledge of the English language is very
respectable and he is well informed in the art of teaching. On the whole, I do not think that
we can secure the services of a better man for the post."

No doubt it was an apposite selection. Akshay Kumar joined the post in 1855, but
unfortunately his ailing health compelled him to demit the post. Before this, again it was
Vidyasagar's exertion to provide Akshay Kumar a scholarship of Rs.25 per month in
recognition of his unstinted service as an editor of 7attwabodhini Patrika. Later, Sri Dutta
relinquished the scholarship because of his fabulous income from his book royalty.

11. EPILOGUE : FIN - DE - SIECLE

In the demesne of social and cultural movement, both Vidyasagar and Akshay Kumar
rendered monumental services. Before Vidyasagar, Akshay Kumar devoted himself in
reformatory writings. But the main difference was while Vidyasagar against all odds and
dissidence carried a plan to its execution, but Akshay Kumar Dutta concentrated to create
public opinion through his valorous publications. Undoubtedly Vidyasagar's role was more
expansive and intensive to overcome insurmountable barriers.

Flabbergastingly, both the friends passed their advanced age away from Calcutta
renouncing family and kith and kin. Vidyasagar selected a secluded life among the tribal in
Karmatar, the then Bihar and not so far like him, Akshay Kumar Dutta estranged from wife
and family, choose a life of a recluse in Bali, an outskirt of Calcutta. Benignant Vidyasagar's
benefactions were frequent and large even in Santhal Pargana. A voracious reader and ever
pursuant of knowledge Akshay Kumar Dutta was engrossed in his studies and cataloguing
fossil remains of plant and animal life. His house was second Botanical Garden and treasure
trove of geological relics.

Both of them sustained impecunious poverty in childhood. But Vidyasagar continued with
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his formal education. Akshay Kumar remained unschooled due to untimely death of his
father. Vidyasagar was an erudite scholar and versed in the Shastras or scriptures. Akshay
Kumar Dutta was a versatile genius and theoretician. Vidyasagar introduced elegance in
literature, Akshay Kumar Dutta brought vigour in literature. Vidyasagar was Brahmin,
Akshay Kumar was Brahma.Vidyasagar enjoyed an exalted rank in the service and was
invested with full authority in society. But despite excellent scholarship and talent Akshay
Kumar Dutta remained unrenowned, inglorious and undiscovered due to privilege. Even he
was not discussed by illustrious successors like Rabindranath and the like. He died in
obscurity. "That hostile and faithless stepmother to memory, oblivion" among his countrymen
had sunk Akshay Kumar Dutta - the unsung hero-into deep slumber. Imitating Thomas Gray's
"Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard", we may conclude Akshay Kumar Dutta as a "mute
inglorious Milton (Akshay Kumar Dutta) here may rest”.

The two progressive thinkers, reformers, writers-Vidyasagar and Akshay Kumar Dutta-
-- from renascent Bengal with their acumen and breadth of interest, dauntless breasts and
unyielding determination, rationale and elenchus, altruism and benignancy made a social
revolution. They knew "priestly dogmas was invented on purpose to tame and subdue the
rebellious reason of mankind", as observed by David Hume in his book "Essays : Morals,
Political, and Literary". Like Macbeth of Shakespeare, in scene VII, of Act I we can say
: they "dare do all that may become a man". But as our devotion to them afar, so we live
miles apart to be an able successor of them. Their ideals have been given an exile, their
thoughts have been put to banishment, and they have been secluded in terra incognita almost.

In fine, we recount the great thoughts of John of Salisbury :
"The brevity of our life, the dullness of our senses, the torpor of our indifference, the
futility of our occupation, suffer us to know but little : and that little is soon shaken and then

torn from the mind by that traitor to learning, that hostile and faithless stepmother to memory,
oblivion"
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Camera obscura
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G2 (2T SO CE TR : (2AfFFS AN A T6 sagels foioe 2, T,
AFHFI, SRTS AP 7% @ By A3 Hfers w07 fameifigFeita sItanl Face 7% « 2
BT RO smis | (- S, (#1406, GRTTHRIRRIN @ FCoiaFma [Kfen #ig-sifgmm
e, THeT, fefbe, wfora e, Stspa 3k Kfor wita f[ResRed F1 20are Tou

8
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SICIRANR | UG STHRCS AP TSI IR SR R 2o NG TS sitell 2Aes
T (dren R |

CARFHLET FR6A : (AfFFS AN ARS (FIF SALCN el 0 =1 29T @R
SRR FAR G AT 2RI = A AP B ARIAT (FI Sfs Frarg (Hypothesis) We

FAIC ST 2T TR FOFYTE! 9@l AT (Research questions) WHCT SNeTFHa w4 @

ez, Fifoe a7, sifewl, wieer, fFpE, TORE0 97 ST ROsel, AFFISHR o115, P kot
TS O G Aol M O SePrehie) '8 [Os=el 31 20 |
TG iaEenBa v e IIES, SEPERTET R G2 AL SRR o7 |

SR TS © (2AFFe AT NS SIEAT 7T A oTe fmhmet
S| O WEAZT (N :

<.
<.
9.

FoEN e og, 3foam, FHIEiRE ™ 8 21 |

(RIS &P WA Safod NCT ©2 H2 |

FoleNfE e folie w2y Botre (33, (g, wielie, sitel) 7k (literature suvey)
SRR bl ) R e o R 5 S o o B K DG G (S A Bk B O O
(Interpretative Content Analysis) 2T M TAYE a2 2tad Teq (et
QR

QAT FGIACTS Sy (RfPrea) 3k Qe sl @iz’
(R At Sea FRoloe e FIE KA 72 A1S @ SRpigie o/ 4% 92y 513
@ ABRAF S el Tl 20z |

fIRE T s 927 I 0 A2 |

AFFICTIE AGod AT €2 HEZ | ACFRCE (MIHI-[Oaf IO, SIaa, (o1,
It [ sig-sfa gwifie, 2ThHTT, fofbs, weifba A, Steb-l
@3z Rfea =i Rrswe a1 202 | St 7@ Reeress G Arwe aze @
A% 92 TRCF W 47 St Ao’ (Normative Content Analysis) #&fS 2Tl
0 fResRd =1 2 |

Q| AN Gt qef
G ToITT Feed W@ @3 SEEed T R R[OS SRR e

SO 32, TG, ielia, sitagell, e «} abifae AFFCHRCE T R oo =i
BOCR GIR (TIN (A TR AZI2 T ZCAC | AFFIPI (A (RS SRS B
e R o a1 2007 G EIRIN (AT T =2 341 2302 |

&9
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0| TE

SICEARHIET GRS : (2iffFe AT AF TET AN STAHRFEFOIE FoIAF,
OIS ST 8 FNCEN, ReRmpeTeara e, Aiaiel FCHIaifRe v, slesisr 2iaie Il
T @ FHIEfF ReReems STiRFEreelid SR RO AiRiE I (971 2002 | MR-
TPl AGIRCH FHIIRF Raas [fST MIASTTR (TeIewa AT FA A0E O AT (7S
QR

8| Toife efFaisiosad ¢ freme :

o (AT MRAZS Tolle 2T ARSI i 19 271 fifen caficem fefers @@ w1
2 | T AN 5 it IFTRETT 43R @2 AL SPIETE 29T @2 [Rags fofie
TS 8 JSCI IFERF SNCeR [esRel” (Interpretative Content Analysis) €38 ISP &gel
A Y O AYRCF WA s Itam fRes™s’ (Normative Content Analysis) #T&(® &G 01
TGS Ol (e 1 =R |

3.¢ ATITANT O MR TAFA ¢

TS AARCATF 5T G IS, PR G2 G2 AL SN [ed 367 |
ARG TR : (e AT AL (P SN SICTel 2I0 1 2677 @R St
T T 276! 21 O I A 3 SICIRAT (I TS 7 (Hypothesis) W FITI B
oI R FOUTA! AT AT (Research questions) TR FHibe 217, «ifawl, T, o9,
T G ST T, AP, (PRI 2pot ST SN ARG AL L STerenie 41
(R | WAL TS : (2 RGN -2 SRR 2 FREZ FAF (0 (T ANB GoAFe!
TR T 2R O fIwmed

S| SR O AR FARF (FCQ (M-RTAT] FIHIPR, NEATF, (1L, GRS NI G
FCHIENFIR @ ! AN IR &g, Tlefiar = [ aica=ens sica [osme a1 2o
A SR B, THIR0T @k TEHT aza 1 TR |

S| AR Oy AR AR (HCG (M-l FOIRAFIR, NI, (5146, ARSI @32
FHIRFR € T AR Fma [fen “g-+fgaim aifis, 3ehe, fofoe, wfbra
AT, SNCEAD @) RYFoF 115 [amel 7 ©2 ez T4 AR | A SIS
Ag-ifgl, fofe, THRE @3k TTHI Iz 1 2R |

o fEY AT LR T Woe-fefoe @FOR T2 T Z0ACE | AP LI T
A (GG AES (AT NG WICIG 7217 I 20T |

81 IATFEE (ARG 7, TolafmR ifbe-fogme Mt A SiEs, e sitage Il
IR, (G FFOAT T 2 4I7el F 2(ACE |

)
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€| o2 2YfEq R (ST Tl STRACEOAZ w1257, f216ia 2a a1 2R |
Y| GG FE, TN, (e, AFHE O FREATE IDF T |

5.0 ATIINT & :

TEAE NERNTT g G IS, SEPRTEE @R @R AL SRR IF |
ARG FARTS : (AFFS QAT AL (FI ST ATl T 26T @R SREAT
T T 276! 21 O I A @3 SICIRA (I TS BTwrE (Hypothesis) W FITI K
I TR FOUTA! AT ATHA (Research questions) TR FHibw 217, «ifa!, T, o9,
OG- ST e, AFFI, (I 259 TG N (RS 2o L Sl 1
BOACZ | SNCAFOCAT GRS : (2R IR RS AT (T A ALK SEPIsie 41 TRCE,
o fiwamet -

S| FHIERR Tud ¢ R afsaib cermiet @ Fa fsme |
3| AN FCOINTF 8 FoPIAITEe TN« 3oz L Tes |
© | ARENHCH CAFHIATE ToIaNTRCS fEfEBIeT «iaa Snaiwe 3oz »iAtss |

5.9 STl Aot

s, 92 @ (A Sreitd caelifog #ifafa sy s gz |

3. IR SIS AR e (ST FUOILAFIR G TH(FHE 2hepi=N 612 1 78 2 |

o, A @R RYST FHIENFIR, SITITF 8 WHFHE AP feeT aita=enfs sy zee |

8. WENRHrad Fufdden : (AfFFe AT I G 703 TITeN T AP ©2
SPTR @ TR (ETCAICR G2 PR SRl Rese 1 2eae |

b e Terea-oie oreid fofere e : witesibran eufdora wefeg 3foam :

SIS ZCO! SCARFDHCAA 262 FT9ITF ATF GBI AL $IE SR AR Tl IOCT
32 OIS ACHTA AR Tl S0 447% | FHI2E N SR SIS SR B, SFS s,
e, sHifaaifass e Gt afs cwtg (T Swifad v | 7 Tl w2 ZeEl, Tl
T SRHES ROTT (FC wifwid 7« | FCoIifr S 2T Sbe % STe! | AN AN AN
fifen s1fity @z Tafs a1 T 060z | = 6wt Syl agfes fermee Twra 758 2z
ST @ EEsd 711 9o |

TRCS S[AE Ao, I S[FSA (Camera Obscura) (ATF S FEo fofas
SCGTIEs GEIRMe ¢ fofeneT whiaifF| sv-3v Hitst JOSEPH NICEPHORE NIEPCE <its
GG FAT 9IS AL (FIHC 186 (2ICE 6 95! (b 9961 GICATT i OF ([Uaesd @Ffo
VO FCOIENRE FCACR Al AL I SRIFSA! FColeeE BT [ed #Ifafoe @ afs (Rosenblum,
1997) 1
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ARSI 2 T2 T (ACF T@ (@ | (I Foe1%eT (AT 777 =il (ol = CTLes
I VRIS FICGARCE NG F#ITOE RPTSICR Afrgioe 20 A= wiex 26 M0 25ie
20 TI06Z | 531 BIETNTER o la Siaralel ST (G SR Il SCaig Rttt ot (et
€ TS WAtz | Camera Obscura I Dark Chamber-2 2052 SN SHIRGAS 2N AT O
A AS  (SHIfRW A0 e TOIN AL Pin-hole FHGRN TBRS RN WM
(Rosenblum, 1997) |

e fTeee -5 il
(379 : Pritchard, 2014)

TG (ATF S92 TZF el TLffe St-80 RIBITH 2e 210aer (&if ol @ T=wfiw John Herschel
A2 Photography FGId 2 FARCE 12 *1% FoIer wielie |tal @3k arwis wielie fog at
S (AT | QA FCOINEF 2007 ACEAFHE | William Henry Fox Talbot (& (7211 55T Herschel
AL FCHINE =[5! A FCA | SR Sboo Word Hafaa FIHl SRIFE! A TIF (G ST
foafiEs o 72 Fare | AT e FoIENfF 20 Optics @ Chemistry-7 (712 I924 |
FHIE (oo et Sifima e [« Sifwias @aa TR0 | fof sv8s fsBit 3kemitea
T CIMIRHTS O TR PN @9id PreTerR @FIAiRT (Agel) (T ©IF $9iF ST (0 (Fie
fafer @aifte e St T ©f awslq FCafece | @53 Calotype RO (255 2rafes |
oS € #reioe e SfwE 2319 2ielfics =i Sron-@ Niepce-F A6 Louis Daguerre
T FCARET Daguerreotype (Brocker : 1984) |

9Bl 202 GF LR PETeld (FI0T (20 AT (FIF 208 TS (o I 40 A AR |
Strbrb- (O SR STHFERIT St 235301 (IO FITIE| A QS Ao 77 (@ F41

)
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FCO! | G2 IR GF6! TSI (il AFC! =7 ©f 26 “You Press The Button & We Do
The Rest’ B Ca (FICIF (@F=(WCF A (PG (A a1 9712 26 37 MCol (Rosenblum,
1997) 1 3%8 Photography *T#d ©esif€ SIS Sb-80 TSI Sbod ATE (A WIHTZ, T8 9 T
S TR (T Sa99 (ACF Sl 91t77F C.W. Scheele THIEIEE 7507 H@I-SiRel € »F-Aa %
FCE (Rosenblum, 1997) | Scheele «Far Gisfiel (FRPG f&teTe | fofi@ 29w 578 S @ Agcl
(AT ICA 20 AR | (31512 212 ReaN1 A Tmimal 2RI S (@ IPNF G 991 Al
afsfaat 201 37" Svos A TWES [Kee\l Thomas Wedgwood @R BLaS IATERW Sir
Humphry Davy (68 @97 Silver Nitrate Ff(T SITS o1 2R =7 9eI0e e 2 | A
S FI9S G HINTIT G978 Bl?l 90O (AITATRE | [F€ @ QoISTE wo Ficen 203 SN @rel |
Teffe @3 RCE S iy T AT | G@9F 33 =T (06 TG 91T dSb-58 AT Joseph
Nicephore Niepce SIa& T A -1 T (Rosenblum, 1997) |

AFeice fof s Baft Louis .M. Daugerre-3 (% (@9t fatal (LS IS @ FC
Sb o5 A Daguerre SREIR FCAMRCET Daguerreotype, G2 G 2%eWICS Henry Fox Talbot
S A Calotype | 2FEZHRVAT THE 7'EmR2 FITRF AR AT B (ST Ffog e
B | Daguerreotype-d (I SIel CE 9@ 401 2Iterive 20el | € Calotype-3 FoNCS
(00 T O (ATF T Z00 TS0 T4 (F0O! | TG Talbot SF HGGTS RS AFTG PO
FIR A Fix F00 (2R TN A0 AFCRCES FI2IF | Sbbe8 ATE George Eastman 28
FE HITEE Roll Film-3 27 | $2 2S5 (@Fes @il svib (A0 - fefers @bl
AT 25T FCA | SIANE AZ0E B (SR &+l Box Camera (O FCARCE | (318 FITHAT S-S
(100-EXP) Film-31Z ¢ #ii%r% & 20o! | 92iitae @61 71571 703 f91tafesT | Film Load €% Unload
FACO TIFFCIR ATAIGH 200 | G2 PP TG Sords (ATF F9e (MGl Daylight-Type Rreeaa
oAbl 8 2 (Brocker : 1984) |

TS ALCFC2 FoIN T TTaATay NEeTTraRR el ¢ T 24 ¢

SbRU-b TG] GICATER WCT 22w B (Joseph Nicephore Niepce) |
ShOn- 2T FHIANRF CHANET |

SH O~ FNEH S9F AL FAPI 2[CeT0S FCo! Daguerreotype |
Sb-80-F(HIaNEF *(HF & 92 (John Herschel to Fox Talbot) |
Streo- TF— ‘The Daguesian’ WITX FCHINfR Siicaa ol |
Str@Y- FFC* Hot Air Balloon (At AN Aerial Photography |
Stre- Flash gun A1 SN SR &= Magnesium S 572 |
Sbue- Magnesium T2 A Fa SN 1 |

St~ Eastman Kodak @23 ReIpTe It IIe=rene e |
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Sdae- Eastman Kodak-93 3fgfeaia Fore sy a2 ffEtet St (CCD) wifkes ¢ tofd
() (Beawmant : 1964) |

G o AL TG FCI SATAR AR TCACR 06T T | G947 CIaIfolF G 331
T S AR A7 s2mifie @3 afsft sare@ a6 fog foq | sves A e @it
IS S (2N 2ITO-FACH 2 SN BT Fol et | 2FTOICS A IO 77 Shbb AN
TR (2O~ (2TE SR o wierw fomi @ =l 2l (Beawmant : 1964) |

Sbrbs AT AT 2N A6 B CSleTl 27 | I SICA0] (IR SIBAICE W06 IR | P
TR (P FOIEAPR (OITET, FoeUIted ([elfd (&r] FiIF 16T foait afes Fcaa =<
COIta | 758 FIAIRT (2063 @21 foa Saw! SIieTml “Teoe Feita™ AR | oo @2
ATGOCTHA «Fg FF o FN FoIaa AR 2es 77 fezihe afen 2Rl wrafeeee
(Beawmant : 1964) |

Srud A FAR F G101 TP IR T511 PRI o2 fE3ral T 2reaw feq = iviiea
@ISl DF-SIRe S FCa G G ATHBIF T Sbraq S P AT ARG foaft fom fog
ACEH RFHICAR AMNRC FoAG GHTER Mea #1031 ©f 7117 TS 6 2R 4w 3fen = AAfegoa
A9 (Rosenblum, 1997) |

TOII3 HETCe AT A B 0 9ITaell | TR Gl (TAIRE B3l e, G5 b1zl e
T2, rerfier A1 Fize A GERCa™ 779 | e o fefen e OS2I | @2 BieiE eo Gl o
AT FICT! 2T AMCHZ | G2 Q2B 8 * B P (@RI Sl 9207 T AT | Fet (o
JH2 (NAIZH (FICAS G2 8- (@M T IR ALCSH ACACE I (@G5 1161 HICRE
BIZTS (I S0 5 7% | Bib! 77T a FITHICH Gl S0 ©f 7202 ARTgoa 1 I | 91
R0y @2 vo (WAl FIte™ WICEl € 2¢ (il Pt GIRiEs “iedl A | 2058 AT @5 2w
IIIEIT FCI (BT TG (FIC IR | G922 TR 205 -(T ASICH ST G2 IR S
ST A ST S SNYFTF FGIF (5191 ST | G N (G FIOIARR SN I (27 A7 |
2YfEx TBR @ T SRAITO ST Gy (5 KRR ST TR ©F (LI Sy Q2] Y ST
2o |

TorrRiTwee Tevia e st

Sb80 ATH SRS Fo1ENFT SNSR 906 | (16! feeT @ai®E A «i(7; sveo (AT @fe
AT ol TS I | Svreo AE AT FoIARF AT 9F 27| 2-TOITS Shree A ©f
IS 2 @ITICS | S ANER 31 SR Sop=ime Tl 2oz «af Ko e | g3
OIS IR o/ (@ Afefre 21 @3k @2 2fSRItTa 9o S TR ke SRR fRre |
ALY IAFOG A IS 27 TR0 | FColHs EIARD 9 (@ed 2499 (2w s
T. OF (T WGT IO ATSTF SHE ATI(F ©CeT ORI T 03 SAifTe F0a
(Brocker : 1984)
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wolelfF T g Tafs ol (if, ©f e FerreaTS | SnifPeHfERmie ATS o 3
ATSTI® 27 Sbud AN | G CTIRE FCHIEFRTR T KO Fcatet Gt (7 | 26 B e, i
R, i< %<, 0 I 51, ST TN 252 @ 0 Scetieibal Roora wegs)sl e sAlst
A (Beawmant : 1964) |

SbY ATE 5T M4 T (57T O T 24 2ABTSE Fo! B8 Al T | G997 Srus
et Afsfre =7 [ae [t 06! 35BS, T @Il ST (w6 -G =12l | @ 797 oI e
WA TR o AT | FEGF @AY IFT FARNE @ Bioers a Ak g =F
SR I

TR T2 ST 72 @faita G (9lTe1e TIRPITS G (! 2SI AT | bbb FANCER Sl
AT QI FOIFT TSl A W2 F&T 5CA | TIPSR THIZ Sbrbrbr AT Slsfiel
FCHIERR 7S FATE TR 0 S, i Sermrors SRl Fa0eTe It Sisge Aiue G
T | TR SN TAIEF SPeiro fof s{GariAine @<t S5ioe 2w T | (@I T (eife
EFE O (#1092 ARFT! B8R (Ol S | FoIfE (7 37 Srerw pelie fee 1t

TS 2 7o, 451 OIS 8 FRFIET &) 9456 € Tws wyfea 27 cola (At frema [ao
AR | @ TG 2 (F WSROI (70 Wil e THie F0e 2, Fofd 20 aienst
JCA G | S8 A S @32 Sp33 Al (AT fofd s = coml vz atae | fof fete
TR ST 2T G PRI 8 P | TS @ I I FeRPIORT (IR 7% R0
Fsifafos farer | foe fofd odaaia JAUTE FIERIE 9.(F. Foega 239 Jfeao FolaRPR R
e Pler T | S8 ATH (el ST #11 Tofe #AIFBICT 0 ST @9 T | SCARS
G =, FE O (BT GG THRCF TR STeneibal fztae | fof femg v x S0 3fe
(2l FTRT 2R GTee | Svoo *e(FF TLroll (ATF FaFrel (@ g o1 35fTe afee zx|
@ K SCEATINT oS0 AR TGOS S 0 SIS 79 | G217 ATR 508 B1 A Siwens,
QS AT FICH, BIE 5T &2, (G N6 3H6e, 537 S (@=2{if, 35fe @7, 3617 35ve,
frsfemmier w6 | Gt @vere Sradlal (3, 7RI Qe SN2 SHed o 27 Fe Fi7l 7 5fbe
e w3 o 1°

€0-GF T G35 FBE BT ST el 1T f2e | de (37 777 e feet 11 | @3 35 et
51l 20! ‘(T 26 3OS’ | ArAe SRR Braw 2w AR (12 Siite ea o Feae 2ifata
el T IS AR T© | Yo-aF P FOIENR A7 S ©F 23 | 2 el [ F0o1 e
2T @ #ififos feta, S SRS 350 A Yo e8-ee @3 35Te feet TR | TR @1 @

S. (www.history of Indian photography), ©Iff§d : 343 %Fﬂ?a 2059 AE ! TR |
3. (www.history of Indian photography), ©iff2 : Sv23 TEfE 20%a A @ FAE |
©. (www.history of Indian photography), ©Iffd : Sv¥ T2 2059 ACA ¢l 2|
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e sifqar 2 Tz Fared | (7 73R b 21 0N (A ¢ Gl B el zrel ([
S999) |

FCOI-ARAMEOR (g SHiaEs 2 F-ARFBAT SRGeR sfad wied S 2iew F0a @3
Rw Ffog Mte 20 @1 TR SRETSFT I8! T2 AfRas SPICE | afRas SPTI-2 @ SI6Ce
TR 2beT R AT I B DAl $F I | @ AN FOPIRANMS RO 0w 1 =@l Aiz—
CIGICHE (I, IR T2, AR @I, F6 ©I2, T 2, (ol e &Y | (IRm=m
T GG FOIEAEE, [ FRTORR @FRATS OF, TEF 20O MR AR | i
AIRFBICTR 152 FCHIFR AN TEF| 552 0-GF TRR IRITEH B 90T AW G6 (o7 5
BN FICR 96T 40 (@I : 05¢) |

AfRFTIN GIRACHFIR G G et affrmdale SHeme S (@65 Ssvo Al GIFT
@lG TPHHTE aifew e, T @ SiereTa Tl frem g afswin e adfue [Keafbe
TR | FHIEE TREE 136 O 2s Toe FEw | ey, NeTersee] et (J9] (FIOIF FCo12N R 3o,
(2T TS O (GRS 2ot AR (AT Rrmlarzel @3 719 fRier | (@9l 2F5HTs (s
ST AN SNCETFDAl ST (AR (FZ © S9e) |

$59e-F 2 fErTa o af e Fra AT TR G i [felas | ™ (e s
TR 2AfSDIT Foliefe 23 @7k [fstas | Rifstarm st o e s wooieiee [fer
T ST O ST TS A | 58 TSt Sersl (A0 TP 77 (@905 AP @ AT
FHIRRE IR UER Ot g aifitag @3k e g #R[ it | FomiAifrE o sva s e
THRE (<14 YfEgF TN 2oy Ao afofre 23 AT To! @iref | g g «=2
SR I o IS <7 7l AR | @27 v A AW SRS HZRE I
ASTI® 2T AN FHTSAETS SHTARTE | 5 RTSIS SR Tiede oF €3 DI
AfSPrel Tolofs & | G ST ATTSITS FCHME TRM STIReE AR Mea Sy
Gizwel 2 Afsvrel Toelfs T 7| et [Kfer IiEer Wy M B itz | sREsics
AT RIIBAT Soda AN AT FOISHIEPE (RN 2fsdt T 271 e qu FIdaw
Pgma #1722 - 205¢)|

efene ot wifer :

@=IeTal IR T ORI &9, fFn @R Sy TeRe @ S ey, i
FCoIIRE DG TS DRI 9F T 1 S5eq (AT Sdae Al 2/FS = FoIFFce (92 Teke
@ TFT (TAMZ 1SS FNET TBEw-« Fel 2T (NSZF FLo! (I W FIET &6 A (S SBIeT
TG =0 T | Sdbd A & (92 @ TIAG TG AE T PIRATG (bier Fisiet Teizan)

9
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Tl GBI FICTAE AT BFgolel SO | S5 AT GRAE GFG T TIfoTer qTFT
FafRE IR (o S | 3599 AT (F0F 51z 22w Afdferrea Hifife Tres toft s |
7 P f2s1 So0o x Soo FHTEE, Tdie Yo ZHE PITEE | Sdae A (Feitea gl Fore
M (R bizTe TEiiie PG e O™ M (FIee-93 9310 S FICRI (O FCT | Sobr
e Wa RRvecs R ve1 2o fEfEbie IR (S T | Sodo AT (FIEF @i
5! FIfS 2iew 0| @ T=72 FOMA AATFST SHTT FHM 5.0 2TET FCH | Sddd ATE
(FITIF 135 9F-9 (Nikon F-3) FITHIF AL 5.9 @il HEa @es HHE 2o ere o
Al S fTfEbE FTT AT FC | (3 370 2 M 7l 261 S0 2SIF Tad °

e S—

IR SN 2= (gie SR
F : SIERFDIEd (G T Syl enfimra ¢

S5O AN we Ffer, A, SioeT G ST Sy (@F=oiife [CRE0IeT HERI A =T wF
FCA | S5 AER 27 (ACF CfEDE FerITes fBfbe Fm ARl Hlfere 2re A | 2RSS
SHBD AlCH 2F AL STl ARG I Mg [6-> (Nikon D-1) famigsrenz (fefenm
0T (71 fTErs) Tl | @61 e 2,48 (1ol FITEICaa | @119 198 i 393f%-9 (Canon Esd-
3) ©.3¢ Gl FATIIETR T AGSTS F(F IR TO3 TG 9+ ALTH TP & FACEA!, 013
FCIAE W FHCO AT |

2004 AE N3P AGIF SN T2 &-9 (Nilon D-3) T (T3 [C9o9eTeNg FICIEI,
fFgfte #1513 S qi33 fS-qa00 (Nikon D-700) T ASIT ST | TSR 101G ZCAI, 2004 ATEH
Tz fG-a00 (Nikon D-700) ST ST | 71 Ttz s1syef fofe @€ w41 9184 | @it fofemsiet
IR foorage FA19-f ALAfeTS 0w AT SRR | Sl Sif 1, G927 SIsens &) 6
T 0o AR |

8. (www.history of Indian photography), ©Ifg% : S5 Te1i3 t0da AT WAl ZAMRE |
@. (www.history of Indian photography), iff2 : © SCFRE t0d9 AT WAl 2AfRH |
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AMAN IS4 -

AOIF o™t H(F (VAIF AT

S SCAFMCS,
OIF T AL O |

foite Al T-Sieroe 3w 13,

TAFDLAE 4F AACS AR,

G2 I SACeTRbEe
S I A0 |
(SBT3

TEC el A, FOIRFT Khl 24Te ATt 93¢ 20eTe Foro T qiRep g
FGTeIET FCOIARR @TITE TOOMRET S0 A (AF | @2 SfSTHTR S q2d | 2059 AR *1F
AT G0 S TG Fafe— FICR! 6 77 | T0F (@AY s simfoq ey ifsre | Awfoars
IR ARG T2y (o7 TSB! Fwo! (53 fF @it (73 aet 50et | 9a9i@ Saia Mo |
SICAR 411 A6 2R I SgAler | J2-724, 515 IR (2205 SNCe SHAtaa (4el | e
AT 2N | 775 Sghen @iol-Rs »fveaer Maicaiy SoE | A6 SIRoty S e
(TP : 205%) | 432 2ILATGI TS FCHIANFCS (il 207 (AT FCHIlfF | 5T TPz
FEAS 40 MO TSN TG FCOIAFI | SITHA-57 (T 22 T 1l (&1, (NNBCEH IO
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Bats harbor infectious SARS-Corona Viruses
but are not affected by them. Why?

Kaustav Chakraborty*

Abstract: : Bats are an ancient and diverse group of ecologically important mammals (the only
flying mammal), constituting almost a quarter of all mammalian diversity, play an important
role in preservation of ecological balance such as pollinate plants, disperse seeds and destroy
insect pests but also act as reservoirs of many infectious viruses, such as Ebola, Marburg,
Hendra, Nipah and SARS corona viruses. It is quite obvious that the question comes in our mind
is how bats remain asymptomatic or show only mild symptoms when infected with CoVs. Bats
anatomically and physiologically, are well adapted to CoVs. Robust immune responses, vigorous
flight, longer lifespans of bat make them suitable reservoir host for many viruses. Therefore,
this review focuses on the probable answers obtained by the studies or findings of different
groups of researchers worldwide on bats that may allow them to harbor CoVs without severe
disease.

Keywords: Bats, SARS-CoV-2, COVID-19, Bats' immune response, physiological adaptation.

Abbreviations: SARS-CoV-2, Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Corona Virus-2; CoVs,
Corona Viruses; HCoVs, Human Corona Viruses; IFN, Interferon; NK cell, Natural Killer cell;
NKG?2, Natural Killer cells receptor family; ISG15, Interferon-stimulated gene 15; RNA,
Ribonucleic Acid

Introduction:

Bats are an ancient and diverse group of ecologically important mammals (the only flying
mammal), constituting almost a quarter of all mammalian diversity and expanded to every
continent except for Antarctica. Bats belong to the order Chiroptera which comprises of
>1300 species [1]. In addition to the important role that bats play in preservation of ecological
balance such as pollinate plants, disperse seeds and destroy insect pests; they are also act
as reservoirs of many infectious viruses, such as Ebola, Marburg, Hendra, Nipah and SARS
Corona viruses [2].

It is quite obvious that the question comes in our mind is how bats remain asymptomatic
or show only mild symptoms when infected with CoVs. Therefore, this review focuses on
the probable answers obtained by the studies or findings of different groups of researchers
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worldwide on bats that may allow them to harbor CoVs without severe disease. I speculate
about future studies that are critical to identify how bats can harbor multiple strains of CoVs
and factors that enable these viruses to "jump" from bats to other mammals. I hope that this
review will enable readers to understand the enigma.

Bats' physiological and anatomical adaptations

Various studies suggested that bats are well adapted to CoVs anatomically and
physiologically. Calisher et al., (2006) exposed the fact of mutual adaptation between CoVs
and bats [3]. Bats are capable to reduce the pathology triggered by CoVs due to their
inactivation of proinflammatory responses and also reduce the immune response to a virus
[4,5]. Another important immunological phenomenon such as upregulation of inhibitory natural
killer cell receptor NKG2/CD94 suppresses the natural killer cell activity in bats. Besides, low
expression level of major histocompatibility complex class I molecules is also noticed [6]. Now-
a-days, the researchers assume that studying bats' immune systems will provide new
therapeutic targets to fight various human diseases and aging. As bats are capable to mutate
or completely eliminate several genes involved in inflammation, so scientists can develop drugs
to inhibit these genes in humans and to regulate our immune system more like a bat [5].
Generally, natural killer (NK) cells, which are important immune cells involved in first-line
defense against viral infection, are activated by Type I IFNs, the first cytokines produced during
a virus infection. A dysregulation in the IFN-NK cell axis in bats could have deleterious
immunological effects. [ISG15, an extracellular cytokine, has been shown to boost the effector
functions of NK cells, which may contribute to control viral replication in bats [2].

Another interesting finding is that bats produce increased level of reactive oxygen
species (ROS) due to its high metabolic activity which could suppress CoVs replication as
well as affects proofreading by exoribonuclease, these are enzymes that degrades RNA by
removing terminal nucleotides [7], thus providing the selection pressure for the emergence of
new strains of viruses which are highly pathogenic when introduced into a new host [8].

Higher recombination rate of CoVs:

According to Calisher et al., (2006) more pathogenic CoV strains might also evolve by
recombination which leads to the acquisition of novel proteins for host adaptation [3]. The
recombination frequency of coronaviruses is very high [9] that could lead to bats being an
important reservoir for coronavirus recombination and virus evolution, much like birds and
pigs are for influenza virus. It has been suggested that a recombination event occurred
between HCoV-229E-like viruses found in Hipposideros bats and HCoV-NL63-like viruses
found in Triaenopsafer bats, where the gene encoding for the spike protein is more closely
related to the HCoV-229E virus [10]. Furthermore, most of those recombination events
identified in coronaviruses isolated from bats suggest recombination hotspots around the spike
gene [11,10]. Widagdo et al., (2017) suggested that the tissue tropism in bats may be different
than that in other mammalian species and that this may dictate the course of disease and
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disease severity [12].

Robust immune responses of bats:

A study from University of California claimed that robust immune response of bats to
viruses might drive viruses to replicate faster, so that when they jump to mammals with
average immune systems, such as humans, the viruses become deadly. This makes bats a
unique and suitable reservoir of rapidly reproducing and highly transmissible viruses. While
the bats can tolerate viruses like these, when these bat viruses then move into animals that
lack a fast-response immune system, the viruses quickly bewilder their new hosts, leading to
high fatality rates [13]. Brook et al., (2020) pointed out firmly that some bats are able to
mount this robust antiviral response, but also balance it with an anti-inflammatory response
to avoid the threat of immunopathology. She also suggested that the bats are under
unprecedented environmental threats which may add to the threat of zoonosis [14].

Bats' unique capability to put a check on inflammation rapidly is related to antiviral
immune response. One of the key weapons of bats' immune systems is the quick release of
a signaling molecule called interferon-alpha (IFN-@), which alerts other cells to become
ready before a virus invades [13]. It has been evidenced from the in vitro studies done by
Brook et al., (2020) that bats are capable to strongly activate its interferon-alpha gene to
flood the body with interferon [14]. She performed experiments on cultured cells from two
bats and as a control, single monkey. After exposing to the viruses mimicking Ebola and
Marburg, the African green monkey (Vero) cell line (incapable to produce interferon-alpha)
was rapidly killed by the viruses but the subset of the rousette bat (an Egyptian fruit bat, a
natural host of Marburg virus) cells successfully walled themselves off from viral infection
due to interferon early warning. In the Australian black flying fox cells, the immune response
was even more promising, with the viral infection slowed considerably over that in the
rousette cell line. Furthermore, this interferon response of bat seemed to allow the infections
to last longer with no such effect [14].

Bats possess longer lifespan:

As the only flying mammal, bats possess higher metabolic rates during flight which is
almost double that achieved by similarly sized rodents when running. But to enable flight, bats
seem to have developed physiological mechanisms to efficiently wipe up these destructive
molecules produced by inflammation of any cause. This side benefit helps bats to have
uniquely long lifespans [13]. Plowright et al., (2015) opined that this extraordinary, vigorous
flight uplifts a bat's metabolic state roughly 15 times above its resting state, sometimes for
prolonged periods of nighttime travel. Such physical exertion takes a cost at even the
molecular level, triggering the production of harmful chemicals that can damage the DNA
that cells need to function and survive. To cope, bats have apparently evolved sophisticated
molecular mechanisms to regulate the release of these destructive substances, proofreaded
and ligated bits of genetic material back together [15].

102



mANAN, Vol. VI, No. | & 2, January & July 2019 ISSN-2348-3849

Conclusion:

It can be concluded from several studies that having a really robust interferon system
in bats would help these viruses persist within the host. Bats' unique ability to mount a higher
immune response permits the viruses to increase its replication rate without causing damage
to its host. Humans lack that antiviral mechanism that is why we face a lot of problem [14].
Ecological and epidemiological studies to identify the strong threats such as habitat
destruction, climate change, hunting and other pressures that could enable a coronavirus to
spillover from bats are quite necessary [1]. As the human population rises day by day and
societal changes occur, human contact with wildlife will also continue to increase. This
increases the risk that emerging zoonotic viruses, including coronaviruses, give serious threats
to human and animal health. Surveillance combined with scientific studies to better
understand zoonotic CoVs and spillover will enable us to be precautioused for the next
pandemic.
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