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EDITORIAL

Our organization is happy to inform our respected members that this voluZ#2ANAN',

Vol. IV is now published. It includes articles on various topics and it is a combined volume of
No0.1&2 also. Thanks to our contributors who have undertaken laborious task in spite of their
daily assigned duties in their working places. While arranging the articles in this volume one
simple method has been applied and no work has been disregarded; the academic work of each
author irrespective of rank has received honour and has been entertained.

It has been proved that discussions, research and studies will never receive any full stop on the
two important personalities that our country is always proud of, viz. Mahatma Gandhi and
Rabindranatffagore. Our country will celebrate the 150th year of Mahatma Gandhi during the
year 2018-19 and we are fortunate to publish an article on his thoughts authored by Gautam
Patra and another article on Rabindrafiatiore byArpita Prodhan in this volumAdvertisement

is a word which any one can find its impact everywhere in our dailyflife.articles byArup

Das and Deep Gobindo Choudhury deserve special mention. The article of Partha Protim Gayen
makes our readers aware regarding how politics during pre-Independence period influenced the
then artists and some journals also to publish the artistic watkisis Salam has rightly taken
interest to write an article on Mukundaram's '‘Chandimongal' from a new angle. Library is a
Social and Human Institution where each and everyone have an access without any discrimination
on any ground like caste, class, sex, race and Sawararticles by Sujit Chatterjee and Pranab

Kr. Ganguly deserve special attention to our readers Adieles on survey and the report

made byArup Kundu, Sutapa Koley and Palas Das as well as by Rajyasri Roy have highlighted
some relevant and important issues in their writifigg articles orVedanta Philosophy by
Debabrata Mondal and Sy&ry in ancient India byAyan Banerjee also inspire us to think
specially of our country's rich heritage. Three articles by Shyam Sundar Kundu, Jeebananda
Basu anditul Ch. Bhowmick deserve special mention here as their works throw light on new
and important areas of study which will surely attract our readers. The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights was adopted on 10th Decemb@48, by the GenerAksembly of the United
Nations. Rituparna Khan has quite reasonably been interested to throw some light on this topic.
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Article on Physics written by Pijush Kanti Ghosh has also added to the quality of this journal.
Subrata Ghosh has rightly advocated that subject like Geosciences, i.e. Earth Science, needs to
be included in the course curriculum from Higher Secondary level onwards to make our students
aware to carefully protect environment and to save our planet earth for future generation.
Article by Suchismita Das on Neoliberalism, Industrialisation etc. has thrown new light by her
own analysis.

A number of twenty articles by twenty-one authors have been published in this volume with the
hope that this will be helpful to our readers for different subjects. Every credit goes to the
contributors and at the same time they are also solely responsible in case of any question or
dispute against or criticism on their articles published in this journal and for those to be published
in future. So, itis to be noted that our organization will never be responsible for any question or
dispute over any article/s that have been published in this volume.

All things considered, this journal proves the academic habit and research-oriented temperament
of our learned colleagues and members also. It further deserves mention that our academic
journal is an effective tool of bringing our honoured colleagues under the umbrella of our
organization. Hopefullylike our previous publication, the present articles published in this learned
and this peer-reviewed journal will also be equally appreciated by our dear readers. | never miss
the opportunity to extend my heart-filled thanks to my learned contributors for their intellectual
works. | gratefully acknowledge their co-operation in our intellectual exercise and will be looking
forward for their further contribution. Thanks to the team of Century Press for their hard work

in publishing this document timely

Dr. Shyam SundarKundu
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GANDHIAN THOUGHTS AND SPIRITUALISM
Dr. Goutam Patra*

ABSTRACT: Religion is an institution established by man fowarious reasons. Exercontrol; instill
morality, stroke egos, owhateverit does. Whereas Spirituality is a complete contol overthe conduct

of human beings. Itis the awakening of inner sense and manifestation of the perfection and divinity in
men. The meaning of spirituality has developed and expanded over time, and various connotations can be
found alongside each otherTraditionally , spirituality r eferred to a religious process of e-formation
which "aims to recover the original shape of man", oriented at "the image of God" as exemplified by the
founders and sacred texts of the religions of the world

Key words: Atman, Brahmacharya, Satyagraha, Swaraj oRam Raj, Takli, daridranarayana

All round development in man is the end of educatidithout spiritual development a man
can not be a complete human being. Spiritualism is a great exposure of the awakening of human
consciousness to drive a man to know himself and to have a complete control over himself.
Spiritualism in man brings self-purification and self-discipline. Spiritualism evolves out of a purified
and serene state of mind that makes a harmonious balance between inherent needs and diverse
attractions. When a man exceeds himself and thinks beyond himself, he can conquer the little
self and ascend to know the higher self - the supreme self which is in terms of spiritualism
stands for the real atman. The practice of non-violence is based on the sound inner practice of
self-purification. '...the use of the matchless weapon of Satyagraha which is a direct corollary
of non-violence and truth...It is a solvent strong enough to melt the stoniest Ad@E'ssence
of spiritualism in Gandhian education enlighten the inner self and crushes the essentials moral
restraint. 'The ascent of the inner spirit for which Gandhi continually aspires is what serves as
the essence of Gandhian spiritualism. Here is a continual aspirant for enlightenment of the inner
self,-the sacred and serene self-who pays earnest endeavour to move all the world with his
theory and practice or non-violence to be aware of utilizing and ennobling the qualities of the
head and the heart that stand for spiritualism par excelkence.'

Gandhian spiritualism allows priority of the heart to the head, the inner beauty of religion to
mere observance of rites and rituédlscording to Gandhi Brahmacharya is an opener of the
doors and avenues of spiritualizatiénproper synchronization of bodyind, thought, word and
deed is needed through spiritual ascent and excellence. He clarifies his view points:

" | was anxious to observe brhamacharya in thought, word and deed, and equally anxious
to devote the maximum of time to the Satyagraha struggle and fit myself for it by cultivating
purity. | was therefore led to make further changes and to impose greater restraints upon myself
in the matter of food. The motive for the previous changes had been largely hygienic, but the

*Assistant Professor, Govt. College of Education, Banipur | E.mail: gtmpatra21l@gmail.com
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new experiments were made from a religious standpdint.”

The purity of thought and action is essential for self restraint. Fasting in relation to self-
restraint is on Gandhi's views:

"Fasting can help to curb animal passion, only if it is undertaken with a view to self -
restraint. Some of my friends have actually found their animal passion and palate stimulated as
an after dict of fastsThat is to sayfasting is futile unless it is as accompanied by an incessant
longing for self-restraint*'lt is the teacher who has a very significant role for the spiritual
development of students being a living example of man of char@etedhi makes a very clear
analysis:

"The spiritual training of the boys is a much more difficult matter than their physical and
mental training. | relied little on religious books for the training of the spirit. Of course | believed
that every student should be acquainted with the elements of his own religion and have a general
knowledge of his own scriptures, and therefore, | provided for such knowledge as best as |
could. But that, to my mind, was part of the intellectual training. Long before | undertook the
education of the youngsters of fhastoy Farm | had realized that the training of the spirit was
a thing by itself."

"To develop the spirit is to build character and to enable one to work towards knowledge of
God and self-realizatioAnd | held that this was an essential part of the training of the young,
and that all training without culture of the spirit was of no use, and might be even harmful."
According to Gandhi spiritual education aims at revelatiofrath and ensures boldness and
awareness to a certain sense of spiritual insight. Spiritual development occurs when pupils
themselves are encouraged through their inner sense disseminate between the right and wrong,
the good and evil, the moral and the immoral, truth and untruth, they will be able to form within
themselves the rightest attitude towards spiritualism. Gandhi believes, "pupils should know to
discriminate between what should be received and what rejected. It is the duty of teacher to
teach pupils discrimination. The Rishis taught their pupils without books. They only gave them a
few mantras which the pupils treasured in their memories and translated in practiéal life."

Gandhi earnestly feels that the present day student has to live in the midst of heap of books,
sufficiently fails to receive the education of the heart and crude facts of life. Education of the
heart is the education of self realization reveals the ultimate truth, beauty and goodness and
harmonizes bodynind and spirit. Such education enables the child to have a control over passions
and emotions but the modern mind has been maimed and crippled at the hands of automation
and passivityTo him spiritual development of the child necessitates proper manifestation.

His views on spiritual development are as follows:

"True education of the children can only come through a proper exercise and training of the
bodily organs, e.g. hands, feet, eyes, ears, nose, etc. In other words, an intelligent use of the
bodily organs in a child provides the best and quickest way of development of his intellect. But
unless the development of mind and the body goes hand in hand with a corresponding awakening
of the soul, the former alone would prove to be a poor lopsidaid. &y spiritual training |

12
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mean education of the heattThe History of human civilization admits that it is Gandhi and
Gandhi alone who has ennobled manual work as the highest spiritual endeavor in education. He
made a balance between intellect and spirit- the culture of the brain and the culture of hands and
feet. It was a revolutionary approach to education that formulated the concept of Basic education.
Gandhi expressed his views:

"He (Gandhi) had great regard for what could be achieved with men's hands and feet.
Indeed he used to sathere is no point in developing the brain ofye has to develop one's
brain through one's hands'. If | were a poet, | would write a beautiful poem on the possibilities of
the five fingers of one's hantibday one tends to say that a person is cultured if he does not use
his hands. It is necessary to correct the concept of culture and spirituality and recognize and
embellish the moral and spiritual equalities of théed#ént occupations of working classéad
that was for Gandhi completely right.

Gandhi gave emphasis on soul development through the education of heart and politenessto
enable learners to follow nobler and higher values of life. He advocates for stimulating purity
simplicity, politeness and dissemination of clear concept of right and wrong, good and evil.
Spiritual education will not divert humane sensibilities towards evil directions. He rightly remarks:

"we cannot properly control or conquer the sexual passion by turning a blind eye toit. | am,
therefore, strongly in favour of teaching young boys and girls the significance and right use of
their generative organs and in my own way | have tried to impact this knowledge to young
children of both sexes, for whose training | was sensible. But the sex education that | stand for
must have for its object the conquest and sublimation of the sex passion...it is man's special
privilege and pride to be gifted with the faculties of head and heart both, that he is thinking no
less than a feeling animal, and to renounce the sovereignty of reason over the blind instinct is,
therefore, to renounce a man's estate.

Gandhi believes that students should be taught how to lead a desirable, moral and spiritual
life. The most important task of imparting moral and spiritual education is to be taken up and
performed to eliminate 'sex complex' right from the educational Institutions. The soul force in
the learners will direct spiritual awakening to control greed, lust, corruption and sensualism.

"The conquest of Lust is the highest endeavour of a man's or a woman's existence.
without overcoming lust , man cannot hope to rule over self, there can be no Swaraj or Ram Raj.
Rule of all without the rule of oneself would prove to be as deceptive and as disappointing as
painted toy mango, charming to look at, but hollow and empty within. Soul -force comes only
through God's grace and never descends upon a man who is a slave'to lust".

Gandhi an ardent follower of spiritualism sincerely hopes of controlling animal passion
through spiritual excellence. Self -realization can restrain animal passions and safeguard moral
laws and principles. In this connection he opines:

"It s wrong and immoral to seek to escape the consequences of one's act. It is still worse
for a person to indulge in his animal passions and escape the consequences of his acts. Moral
result can only be produced by moral restrdihts.

13
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Basic Education throws light on the spiritual education for character building and humanizing
lesson. The foundation of right thinking, right feeling, right doing can be developed through the
inculcation of spiritual lesson of education for character buildibgolute purity of heart comes
through the observance of truth and brahmacharya.

Education is the manifestation of purity and perfection. Gandhi moulds education for inner
awakening. The learner has to draw out his inherent spiritual force latent in him to pave the
avenues of self-understanding and self-assessment. But modern education is alarmingly
camouflaged due to lack of spiritual education.

Gandhi highlights manual training in primary education at wardha conference on 22nd
October In 1937 and says, " | am convinced that the present system of primary education is not
only wasteful, but is positively harmful....l think the remedy lies in educating them by means
vocational and manual training. | have some experience of myself, having trained my sons and
other children offolstoy Farm in SoutAfrica through some manual training2."

The wholeness of education could be achieved through an insight into manual labour -'a
practical religion' of self-help is the inner worth of spiritualism. Gandhi shows us a distinct
pattern of spiritualism through manual work. He remarks,

"l have been accused of being opposed to literary training. Far from it, | simply want to
show the way in which it should be givdakli is a good enough toy to play with. Itis no less a
toy because it is a productive one. Whilst the child will be encouraged to spin and help his
parents with agricultural jobs, he will also be made to feel that he does not belong only to his
parents but also to the village and to the couaingd that he must make some return to them.
They would make them self -confident and brave by their playing for their own education by
their own labourThis system is to be common to all Hindus, Muslims, Parsis and Christians.
Why do | not lay any stress on religious education, people ask. Because | am teaching them
practical religion, the religion of self-help*"

Gandhi strongly intends to bring about a radical change in the concept of education. He
wants education to be shaped for emancipation of inherent spirit of an individual through 'learning
by doing'. He emphasizes to reshape education for right thinking, right feeling and right doing to
eliminate passion and enrich detachm@ntording to him "the present system of education
does not meet the requirements of the country in any shape or form. English, having been made
the medium of instruction in all the higher branches of learning, has created a permanent bar
between the highly educated few and the uneducated ampbsence of vocational training
has made the educated class almost unfit for productive work and has harmed them pHysically

Gandhi advocates education for self-purification through a spiritual manner to bring a real
social revolution. He desired to create a favorable atmosphere of purity and self-restraint for
the harmonious development of pupil.

He remarks, "When Gandhi speaks for truth or non-violence it also encapsulates this spiritual
ascent of man. Let every child grow up in an atmosphere of purity and self-consciousness, self-
restraint and fearlessness. No other education can replace this objective because no other
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education can embrace ardour and adoration, labour and devotion for spiritual erudition that
heightens the inherent and true spirit of religton”

Spiritual development enables man to differentiate between good and evil. It is the awareness
that evil cannot lead goodness rather it is goodness that gradually eliminates evil. His spiritual
education gave emphasis on the sound foundation or means to reach the end. He remarks:

"If | want to cross the ocean, | can do only by means of a vessel; if | were to use a cart for
that purpose, both the cart and | would soon find the bottom. The means may be likened to a
seed, the end to a tree; and there is just the same invisible connection between the means and
the end as there is between the seed and the tree. | can not likely to obtain the result flowing
from the worship of god by laying myself prostrate before satan. If, therefore, anyone to say: 'l
want to worship God; it does not matter if | do so by means of Satan', it would be set down as
ignorant folly We reap exactly as we soW

Holding goodness under every circumstance is desirable through the continual and strenuous
process of self-purificatioccording to Gandhi, 'The spiritual weapon of self-purification,
intangible as it seems, is the most potent means of revolutionizing one's environment and loosening
external shackles. | work subtly and invisjlitys an intense process through it might often seem
a weary and long drawn process; it is the straight way to liberation, the surest and quickest and
no effort can be too great for it. What it requires is faith-an unshackable mountain like faith that
flinches from nothing'

Gandhi believes that the education of socialism is the education of spiritualism that teaches
the lesson of unity in diversity and purity of thought and acfieacialistic society provide for
an environment of truth and non-violence through which the crude desire and ill wills can be
eliminated. So elimination of impurity of mind and body is the main task of education. Society is
the great source of spiritual development. Social ills keep the inner sensibilities inert and inactive
and everyone has to fight against these ills and keen to transform himself from petty interests
towards societal national and global development.

"Gandhi's entire approach was thus societal in conddthiough Gandhi reposed great
faith in God and believed in the values of spirituality and ethics, his spirifia$t§od and his
ethics were all products of the social reallfyuth is God' said Gandhi in later years and
indicated that he had found his God in the habitats of the rmodaridranarayana. Gandhi's
position became further clear when he said,in his independence day message to the country on
15thAugust, 1947, that 'God comes to the poor in the shape of bread'. Gandhi's main concern
was, therefore, with truth-the supreme fact of life, one that has accounted for the total global
reality of his times."

Gandhi redirects religion towards the best possible manifestation of spiritualism-the course
of love to mankind and a synchronized manner of simplicity and tolerance. It will teach the
lesson of endearment and glorify the spiritual ascent of f@arance contributes to the
manifestation of religion as a great transcendental force which modifies the limitations of religious
beliefs and faithTolerance is an invaluable component for spiritual insight that can be achieved
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through the indigenous pattern of education. The religion that places man as the endless worshiper
of Truth, Beauty and Goodness is the true religion of love for mankind.

The spiritual education of Gandhi opens the new following parameters:

Spiritual education is the only education for the advancement of man as a good human
being for the sake of good of all human beings. Education is a unique, unending and complex
process of self-realization Education through work harmonizes the matter with spirit and creates
intrinsic motivation in students mind

The ultimate goal of education is the development of soul force. Spiritual education accelerates
this inner development and to achieve this goal education should be directed towards this end.
Gandhian education quickens the transcendence of humanity and human values Gandhi moulds
education to promoté&ruth, Beautiful, and Goodness and to safeguard human values like
conscience, love and tolerance. Education with spiritual touch dispels the mists of ignorance and
frees human mind from stress, anxjeglusions , disappointment, despair and depression.
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POLITICS OF IMAGES IN POPULAR JOURNALS OF
COLONIAL BENGAL: Prabasi, Bharati, Bharatbarsha

Partha Protim Gayen*

Artinstitutions were spreading in Calcutta & Bomjapst of which were nurtured by the
British Governmentlong with these art institutions there were also art societies formed by the
indigenous intellectuals likeithitra SabhaAt the same time from the evolution and development
of printing technology results the vernacular magazines. These endeavours in vernaculars
(especially in Bengali) are very unique towards the society because they had a larger
communicating poweApart from this the printing technology was the result of non-government
activities and that's how the mass communication is preparing to influence the human sensibility
These periodicals took the prestigious duty through its printed images to circulate the new
ideology to glorify the Indian soul with newly formulated ideas of Indian Nationalism. It succeeded
to make an appeal to the common mass, the elite, and equally towards the women who are
bound by their domestic duties and live on a space which is marginalised. Popularity increases
gradually because of the new thoughts and the periodicals.

The lithographic images [image -1] cut across all the classes & contributed to the spreading
of the new visual culture, which addressed the idea of progressWettenews of scientific
achievements, literary enrichments as well as that in/Aitse There are also magazines for
women and illustrated books for childrehWith the increasing number of the press, we can
imagine how the periodicals got appreciation from the society for the high quality printing
technology producing better images and typographynetimes the images got much attention
of the editorThese magazines were also responsible for popularising the institutional art or we
can say that these images reached the domestic space. These periodicals were actually helpful
to the young artists as new platforms at the same time for poets and the writers who also wrote
on art?

The number of those periodicals increases with the populaniththere are laje number
of editors and publishers, among whom Ramananda Chatterjee, the editor of 'Prabasi’; can be
called the pioneér Before him there were few periodicals like 'Pradip’, 'Sahitya’, etc; only with

!Partha MitterArt and Nationalism in Colonial India 1850-1922 (Cambridge: C1994)
2Partha MitterArt and Nationalism in Colonial India 1850-1922 (Cambridge: C1994)
3Partha MitterArt and Nationalism in Colonial India 1850-1922 (Cambridge: C1994)

*Assistant Professor in Modelling & Sculpture, Govt. College of art & Craft, Calcutta, Kolkata - 16. E-malil :
parthaprotimgn390@gmail.com
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the images of Indian reformers, but somehow 'Prabasi’, '‘Bharati', '‘Bharatbarsa' had that charismatic
power to became the so-called wholesome nationalistic voice. The materials are very rich in
quality as they are chosen efficiently for publishing. Ramananda Chatterjee was a dutiful editor
rather than a politiciars in the case of patriotic writings he was very much encouraged and
influenced by the new Brahmo samaj, but apart from religious view he very much prefers the
neutral and patriotic ideologVhough it was first published froAllahabad (1901-1905), after

1905 it started directly from Calcutta. It serves the nation as a very popular medium of
communication. Similarly Dwijendranaifhakur the editor of 'Bharati', provides afeifent

kind of frame work for the literate elites on 1877. Formerly known aiattpere family magazine,
'‘Bharati' made a prominent platform for the women writers, which also turned into a women's
magazine later And it had paved the way for many of otheksd Dwijendralal Raythe
founder of 'Bharatbarsha(1913)', the most popular and nationalistic poet was influenced from
RabindranatiThakur Unfortunately for the early death within two months after first publication

of his remarkable magazine, Jaladhar Sen carried the duty for the soci&lbakever now

we try to explore the pictorial materials with some of the texts to justify the purpose of those
magazines.

What are the importances of these pictures that attract people so much? Why are the
people so concerned about the images that the editors always mention 'with image (sachitra)'
[image -2]? There are categories of images like cover page [image -3], colour representations
[image -4], cartoons [image -5], photographs of national figures [image -6] and advertisements.
In the case of colour representations there are sub-categories like male artists and female
artists; I've no intention to segregate thorougblyt the subjects are pointing out to focus on
them. Beside the Indian masters there are lots of representations of western artists like as
Leonardo D&/inci [image -7], Raphael [image -8], EWatts [image -9], and Gadwad [image
-10] etc.

Appreciation of Ramanandas' work as the combined part of Bengal Renaissance and the
founding of Indian National Congress the editor of Pall Mall Gax#tté. Sead, In 1909
stated :

'The sanest Indians are for a 'nationhood of India’, undivided by caste, religion or racial
differencesA notable representative of this.... is Ramananda Chatterjee. He (seeks), through
the medium of the Press, to rouse India to a sense of its fallen condition and inspire the natives
of the land to help themselves. He is pre-eminently an editbough.... he has been associated
with many reform movementat present he is the editgsublisher and owner of the Modern
Review a high-grade illustrated monthly magazine, published in English, and Prabasi, a Bengali
organ?

4The magazine serves the people for the long period of 47 yearsA1B77 1924A. D.)

SPartha MitterArt and Nationalism in Colonial India 1850-1922 (Cambridge: C19R4)

¢Partha MitterArt and Nationalism in Colonial India 1850-1922 (Cambridge: C1994)[ J. C. Bagal, Ramananda
Chattopadhaya, Calcutta, 1371(1964); On the Congress and the Bengal Renaissance.]
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My current topic is associated with only three magazines like Prabasi, Bharati and Bhartbarsa,
for their exemplary / immence contribution to the early days of Indian Press. This communication
is very much co-related with images and texts published by the above mentioned periodicals.
DwijendranathTagore, the eldest brother of the poet Rabindranath laulttegdtiin 1877 -

a magazine which was to enjoy uninterrupted publication as well as great popularity for the next
forty nine years. It was edited by various members ofdlgere family including Swarnakumari

Devi, Sarala Devi and Rabindranafgore. Several renowned litterateurs including
Charuchandra Banerj€eO. C. Ganguly Sourindramohan Mukherj€eand others were
known as writers of the 'Bharati' group. Most of the early writings of Rabindrangtré!

were first published in Bharati including many of his best loved novels, short stories, poems and
plays. Several famous women writers such as JagadiswartDEuikumari Devit® Sarala

Devi** and others contributed regularly to the magazine.

Between 1880-1945 in Bombay (Mumbai) and Calcutta (Kolkata) a burgeoning visual culture
mobilized images for anti-colonial nationalism in order to symbolically structure the nation. They
selected the form of goddess Saraswati [imagjead the icon or mirror symbol of knowledge,
and language in the very begining. So, women proliferated in private and public spaces whereby
these images were used as a method to imagine a nation free of colonial rule. Crucial to this
development were the reformulations of modernity based on an ambivalent combination of the
English language and Indian vernaculars inclusive of social mores and its associated cultural
production - highVictorian visual art and aesthetidhis change was intertwined with the
beginnings of the nationalist movements, which drew from iconographical elements of Hinduism.
| investigate in particular the influence of political movements in Indian art including movements
such as the Raja RavVarma Printing Pres§he CalcuttéArt Studio, and the Bengali neo-
traditionalists. The demonstration is that, how the onset of the change in British and Indian
cultural paradigms came to be reconfigured by male nationalists in order to imagine a modern
Indian nation. Furtheran analysis of the connections and relationship between the colonial
administration and the Indian populace prior to the onset of elite anti-colonial nationalism is
imperative to an understanding of Indian modernity and the shift in vernacular and visual aesthetics.

Westernized modernitglready established in fields such as education, social mores, aesthetic
appreciation, painting, and technologies were, during the 1830s-1880s, being transported from
the empire and carried over by ships, merchants, companies, and individuals to the port cities of

"Prabasi, 1905,(vol - 5)

8Prabasi, 1905,(vol - 5)

9Prabasi, 1904,(vol - 4)

Prabasi, 1910,(vol - 10)

1 The poem dedicated for the first issue

2Prabasi, 1905,(vol - 5)

BPrabasi, 1904,(vol - 4)

“Prabasi, 1903,(vol - 3)

5PeterVan deeer Religious Nationalism: Hindus and Muslims in India. Berkeley: U of Californl®®4;
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Bombay (Mumbai), Madras (Chennai), and Calcutta (Kolkatajhese cultural diffusions
operated as a reciprocal flow of culture from centre to periphery and back again. There was
also informational cultural flowfrom India, which permeated London. Similaitjeas of the
enlightenment such as libertself-governance, and individual rights seeped into the urban
cosmopolitan loci of India. It was in these urban, soon to be colonial, metropolises that reformist
movements started, anti-colonial nationalism erupted, and the symbol of the woman became the
contested site of modernity between the colonial government and the nationalist md¥ement.
During this early period of cultural and administrative exchange, the British colonial administration
rested on the principles of the civilizing mission. The mission would reform activities not deemed
correct to the modern institutions of the enlightened empire and formulate new educational
curricula based on the Macaulayan model that would reform Indian sensibility by producing
subjects loyal to the empire, who were "Indian in blood and cobairEnglish in tastes, in
opinions, in morals and in intellect" This reforming of sensibilities first started within the
established landowning and aristocratic, as well as the bhadralok (respectable people) classes
and created, "The Mimic Men." It was first in 1830s Bengal that British officials became horrified
by practices such as sati (a widow following her dead husband onto his funeral pyre) and the
treatment of women in the colafyThese diicials pointed to the canonical texts of Hinduism
which rationalized such atrocities. Thus, the Indian female was made the signifier of a tyrannical
cultural traditiont® This legitimized the civilizing mission and justified the reforms to "tradition"

and brought about conditions for modernity in India.

During the 1830s, Hindu reformist movements such as the Brahmo Samaj who supported
the 1829 British legislation against sati, started to place the female within the same role as the
female in Britain. This followed British reform of Indian education and other cultural and religious
Hindu practices, such as tWé¢idow Re-MarriageAct of 1856. Early reformers, such as
Keshabchandra Sen (1838- 1884) from the Brahmo Samaj or Raja Rammohan Roy (1774-
1833), founder of the Brahmo Sabha (1828) who followed these proscriptions were by and large
of an elite background. The upper-middle and aristocratic classes have been described by Homi
Bhabha as "ambivalent" because they reflected British bourgeois ideals and established their
own cultural hegemony over the rest of Indian society

It was these early reformers - "The Mimic Men" - who had imbibet\tbstern ideals of

Christopher BaylyEmpire and Information: Intelligence Gathering and Social Communication in India 1780-1870.
Cambridge: Cambridge JP996.
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humanism and individualism and, as considered women's emancipation a pre-condition for national
regeneration. This, along with the "dichotomous ideational division on which modern political
structures rest, e.g., the state, civil sociatd the (bogeois) family"? brought the notion of

the "modernVictorian family to traditional Indial hese reforms came with attempts to improve

the lives of women through education. This discourse was based on the modern European
conceptions of freedom and equality as Dipesh Chakrabarty notes that "Ruskininan ideals and
idealization of bowugeois domesticity?* Movements such as theya Samaj, founded in 1875

by Swami Dayananda Saraswati (1824-1883), preached a return/edibgast in Hinduism

and a reform of the discourses and practices that had changed as a result of colonial rule.
SwamiVivekananda (1863- 1902), the founder of the Ramakrishna Mission, sought to change
Hindu tradition, so that they were available t@vasternized audience. He achieved this by
incorporating notions of "Hindu spirituality" as superior toé®érn materialism" brought to

India by an aggressive and arrogant "British natigivékananda, as Peter van Yeer notes,

was to create a discourse, which became fundamental to Hindu natiofialism.

Pivotal to these reformist discourses was according to Partha Chatterjee's observation, the
breakdown of the two domains of society - the material and the sp#fiflia¢ nationalists
envisaged the material sphere t0Western and technological, that which allowed the British to
dominate Indians. The spiritual sphere was the inner sphere or the sanctum of domesticity
where the nationalists did not allow intervention by the British. Sintipdymaterial sphere was
masculine and the spiritual sphere was feminine and domestic. The domestic sphere became
the domain of India's spiritual singularitf Indian-nesg? The spiritual domain "was where a
fashioning of an inner national identity occurred, where the "difference" and autonomy of the
nation could be located. The burden of representing the inner and authentic realm of the nation
in nationalist discourse fell largely on the figure of the "modern Indian woman" and this discourse
offered new subject positions to women as signifiers of modern tradition steeped in an ancient
Hindu past, which imbued the woman with essentialized "IndianAeBs&. concept of woman
symbolized the binary opposition between Indian tradition and British mod@&imgtyationalists
asserted their cultural difference over the British by reforming the one part of their cultural

2Dipesh ChakrabartyPostcoloniality and thartifice of History: Who Speaks for 'Indian’' Pasts?" Representations
(1992)
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identity they had control ovethe spiritual realm and where the metaphorical symbol of the
nation - the woman - was placéd Chatterjee notes, "This was perceived by the nationalists

as an answer to the new social and cultural problems concerning the position of women in
'modern’ societyand that this answer was posited not on an identity but ofeeedi€e with the
perceived forms of cultural modernity in the wéstiowever Chatterjee discounts the discourse

of Indian feminism in the early national movement and also "freezes the gendered logic of Indian
nationalism to a single moment supposedly defined by the singular problematic of the assertion
of national cultural "dierence" from th&Vest.”?” This conception of the modern Indian woman

was to be seen as the model "citizen of the new nation-state" and that, it was within this paradigm
that the "re-articulation of the modern Indian woman as the agent of, and moderldbstract
nationalist Indian modernity" 128 This model embodies British and Indian modernity and is a
marker for liberal Indian feminism, not an Indian nationalist negation of the British. For instance,
Kundamala Devi, writing in 1870 in the Bengali magazine Bamabodhini patrika writes, "Oh dear
ones! If you have acquired real knowledge, then give no place in your heart to memsahib-like
behaviourThis is not becoming in a Bengali housewii#hile this is seen as following the male
nationalist model, Devi writes herself into the discourse, claiming space for the female. It appears
that Bengali housewives authorized their use as the marker between tradition and modernity
and as the symbol of the new nation.

For instance, in 1882, Rassundari Devi, dedicated her 'Amar Jiban (My Life)' - interestingly
enough, a defense of modern Bengali womanhood against criticisms by male writers - to
generations of ideal Bengali women whom she thus describes her childhood, school days, marriage.
All the plots are based on her life but some where it connects with all the women of that time.

The artist Raja Rawarma (1848-1906) was the first Indian artist within the European
academic realist and neo-classical aesthetic to paint Hindu mythological scenes and goddesses
[image -12] using the female to embody the nation. He articulated the changing nature of the
female as goddesses within his paintings and later in his reproduced images.

In 1878 the CalcuttArt Studio was established by former students from the Government
School ofArt and produced chromolithographs of Hindu mythological scé&idé® Ravivarma
FineArts Lithographic Press, which started production on the outskirts of Bombay in 1894 and
the Calcutté\rt Studio spread a specifically Hindu visual representation [image -13] of national
identity. These representations created an industry that delivered "print capitalism," defining a
discursive space outside of British control or interests where images started to appear in journals,
newspapers and calendars as well as advertisetA&®#amananda Chatterjee one of his great

27 Mrinalini Sinha,"Refashioning Mother India: Feminism and Nationalism in Late-Colonial India." Feminist Studies
ZMrinalini Sinha,"Refashioning Mother India: Feminism and Nationalism in Late-Colonial India." Feminist Studies
2Christopher Pinneyhotos of the God$he Printed Image and Politicat&ggle in India. London: Reaktion, 2004

2 Partha Mitter "Mechanical Reproduction and tki¥orld of the ColonialArtist." BeyondAppearancesVisual
Practices and Ideologies in Modern India. Ed. Sumathi RamaswawDelhi: Sage, 2003.

%Benedict FAnderson. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. 1991. London:
Verso, 2006.

29



M ANAN, Vol. IV, No. 1 & 2, January & July 2017 ISSN-2348-3849

admirers gave him the first place to pay his homage to YRawna's paintings. Ramananda
sometimes contacted with the artist directly to praise him as the great exponent of Indian art,
and with his gratitude he published a lot of reproductions of Rawna along with "Bandini
Sita" [image -14], Sakuntala Patralekham" [image -15}'eTte friend of Ramananda and the
tri-colour print specialist Upendrakishor Roychoudtftmas highly influenced by RaViarma
and later paint his version of "Bandini Sita" [image -E6At that time Upendrakishor also
paints for his written editions of 'Mahabharata' [image -17] and 'Ramayana’ [image -18] for
children. These images are very much influenced by the Indian traditional miniatures [image -
19] and the Indian architectures [image -20] of past.

Although functioning as commercial companiéarma's Printing Press and the Calcutta
Art Studio were art groups, or even movements, in their own rgtists leaving art schools
joined the Calcuttart Studio and used their technical training to print and paint Hindu mythological
scenes. Their skills in the European perspective helped provide the linear perspective required
for the imagesThis was especially the case with the CalcArtaStudio that was a place
where artists trained with an established artist working in the conipfagre was a wide range
of stylistic variation invVarma's Printing Press, which demonstrates that several artists' work
and not jusiarma's was printedlarma authored just fewer than ninety of the images before
selling the copyright to Fritz Schleichavho was the chief technician at the prédsarge-
scale images disseminated by the CalcAittaStudio were sold at a cheaper rate and were
more easily produced than their Calcutta based commercial competitors, such as the traditional
Kalighat scroll painteraVithout the lage-scale reproduction of images configured and typified
by Varma in the European Neo-classical and academic styles, a refutation of these aesthetics
by the Bengali neo traditionalist would not have been possible. These commercial artefacts
were the precursors to the Bengali neo-traditionalist, a quasi avant-garde movement that sought
to reconfigure Indian aesthetic modernity using pan-Asian aesthetics. In consequence, images
of chromolithographed and oleo- graphed goddesses were disseminated and found their way
into the private and public spheres of India. This created visual spaces that undermined British
rule but they also refifmed the patriarchal division of labqumvesting women with more of a
"spiritual" load as men were "outside" and did not have time for wostWmnapurna Garimella
observes," at this juncture, worshipping and tradition became interlocked with gender #nd art".
This was due to the new conditions brought on by colonialism.
S1Prabasi, 1901 (first issue)
32pPartha MitterArt and Nationalism in Colonial India, 1850-1922: Occidental Orientations. Cambridge: Cambridge
UP, 1994.
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Partha Chatterjee notes that men underwent a "whole series of changes in their dress, food
habits, religious observances and social relations" and that "each of these capitulations now had
to be compensated by an assertion of spiritual purity on the part of wdraed'thus "these
capitulations" were seen as part of the purity of the goddesses Lakshmi and Durga. The
iconography of Hinduism was a powerful vernacular and aesthetic for the mobilization of the
community Non-elites imagined the Hindu nation because of the prevalence of commonly and
easily understood iconograpfyese images were circulated in public spaces, such as bazaars,
that would be frequented by fiifent castes/classes of peoiSlemportantly this circulation
within the subalterns and elites produced a horizontal axis of nationalism and not a vertically
tiered elite nationalism and thus it enabled the sharing of information across classes and across
literate and illiterate groups for the purpose of community mobilization. Commercial distribution
channels of printed material comprising of images and texts were received by buyers across
India. The image acted as a form of "ritual communicafitibfs this "devoted viewing" (darshan,

"sight" or "perspective"), especially of religious believers that connects a comniynitsing

common iconographical elements, as well as sacred meanings, nationalist messages reinstated
the past mythical power of the pre-British and pre-Islamic Hindu culture [image -21] and were
instilled within the consciousness of the readers and viewers. BeAadimtson explains the
success of anti-colonidlsian nationalism but Partha Chatterjee reminds us that this success
locks India within a paradigm of being perpetual consuméffestern modernitAnd | aigue

that this consumption of European modernity in its specific appropriation of woman to service
nationalism creates a particular problematic not only in hindsight but also impacting current
artistic and social environments of India.

Now it is the time to turn to the importance of the Bengali neo-traditionalists. During the
swadeshi years of agitation 1903-1908 in Calcutta a school of artists, loosely named the Bengal
School or the Bengali neo traditionalists egaet. They derided/arma's and the Calcutéat
Studio's oleographs as kitsch reproductions, in part owing to the loss of the images' cult status.
The "aura" attached to the authentic image was lost because of its reproduction. The derision of
Varma's Neo-classical European aesthetic and the subsequent questioning of the imports of
British modernity was the turning point for a changed modernity based upon a robust, yet flexible,
Indian conception of the modetfAlthough rejecting/arma’s aesthetics, the neo-traditionalists
continued to use the notion of woman as nation. They also borrowed from the Japanese, engaged
in dialogue with them, and positioned themselves closer to their ultra-nationalistic endeavours.
This was not a mere rejection of British moderritgr example, E.B. Havell, principal of the
Calcutta School oArt (1861-1934), as well as his Japan based US-American colleague Ernest
$’Partha Chatterjee. "Colonialism, Nationalism, and Colonialigeshen:The Contest in IndiaAmerican Ethnolo-
gist 16.4 (1989)
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Fenellosa (1853-1908) encouraged a close relationship between Oketkshian (1862-1913)

and Rabindranatfiagore The Bengali nationalists used all of the available Hindu idioms at their
disposal to create a modern aesthetic. Using British notions of the role of the woman, they
nevertheless challenged the British by incorporating Hindu patriarchal tradition in their revised
concept of the woman as a devi and placed her within the nexus of the prohibitive and regulatory
functions of a changing sociefjhis combined use of Hindu sacraments and celebration of
woman as shakti created and exteriorized the female as a devi, which was read, viewed, and
then understood as a site of power to be used against the British.

Abanindranathlagore's painting "Mother India" [image -22] articulates this modernity
(Bharata Mata, 1903-04, wash on paper), which was an expropriation of the mythological past
as well as the iconography and media evolving around Mother India in Bengal. He used the
conceptions of the mother and transposed these signs upon a Wanmaai's Duga, as well as
the indigenous forms of the Kalighat Kali's and created a supposed secular image of the nation.
He used the "wash technique" and combined this with mellow colour textures and firm lines and
shapely body contouf$.The female seems to float into the foreground and background of the
painting creating a haloed presence that appears to move toward and away from the viewer's
darshan. In painting Mother Indidiagore was conscious of creating, for the first time, an
artistic icon for the Indian naticdhTagore's Mother India represents a progression Yfama's
Galaxy to a singular model, Mother India. Sister Nivedita wrote just after the image published in
Prabasi (1906). She describes the mother as:

"We have here a picture which bids fair to prove the beginning of a new Indian art. Using
all the added means of expression which the modern period has bestowed upon him, the artist
has here given expression nevertheless to a purely Indian idea, in Indian form. The curving line
of lotuses and the white radiance of the halo are beautiful additionsisidtieally-conceived
figure with its four arms, as the symbol of the divine multiplication of poWwas is the first
masterpiece, in which an Indian artist has actually succeeded in disengaging, as it were, the
spirit of the motherland, -giver of Faith and Learning, of Clothing and Food, -and portraying Her
as she appears to the eyes of Her Children. What he sees in Her is here made clear to all of us.
Spirit of the motherland, giver of all good, yet eternally virgin, eternally rapt from human sense
in prayer and gift. The misty lotuses and the white light set Her apart from the common world,
as much as the four arms, and Her infinite |éwal yet in every detail, of shankha bracelet, and
close-veiling garment, of bare feet, and open, sincere expression, is she not after all, our very
own, heart of our heart, at once mother and daughter of the Indian land, even as to the rishis of
old was Ushabala, in her Indian girlhood, daughter of the d&tvn?"

“Tapati Guhd hakurta. "\fsualizing the NationThe Iconography of a ‘Nationaft' in Modern India. Journal &rt
and ldeas 27-28 (1995)

“2Tapati Guhdrhakurta,. "\lsualizing the NationThe Iconography of a 'NationAlt' in Modern India. Journal of
Art and Ideas 27-28 (1995)

“Nivedita on Abanindranath's Bharat Mata, Prabasi, 1906
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Tagore's image was reproduced and used to imagine a nation as it was displayed on placards
during the swadeshi rallies. The rallies used the deity as a scared referent that communicated
the mythology and spirituality of India's past Hindu pgwew inscribed upon the female.
These rallies follow from the Hindu puja (religious ceremony) of Durga where, in the case of
the rallies in Bengal, the deity is carried throughout the streets towards the temple to be installed
or to the water to be bathed where the shakti of the deity is communicated symbolically to the
devotees awaiting their darshan (sightje carrying offagore's Mother India was a method of
using traditional Hindu beliefs for the purposes of anti-colonial practice of the banned sati, which
the British colonialists, Hindu reformists, and progressive nationalists alike abhorred. In 1902-
1903, in the context of the swadeshi movement, young Bengali men resolved to sacrifice their
lives fighting for independence from colonial rule by making a pledge to Mother Kftha.
Abanindranath his student Nandalal got the privilege to serve the public through his brush and he
gave the "Ardhanarishwar" [image -23], "Sati" [image -24], "SAmaadaba" [image -25] and
"Gandhari" [image -26] as his gift to the nation. The Prabasi deals with the next generation of
artists of Nandlal like Surendranath Ganguly [image -27], Priyanath Singha [image -28] and
Samarandranath Gupta [image -29], to mount on the platform. Not only in the subjects, but also
by the women artists tring to express their social conditions through the paintings of Sukhalata
Rao [image -30], Kiranbala Sen [image -31] and Kunfarnuna Basu [image -32]. In those
plates we can see the creativity of the ladies, as the artists choose the subjects and with them
the editors also choose the subjects to convey their masseges. Sometimes the editors requested
the painters to paint for their periodicals.

The peak of literary journalism came with the publication of Prabasi in 1901 which
maintained its popularity for the next forty years. It carried excellent articles on Histosgure,
art, architecture, politics, religion as well as science.

The starting of these magazines with the humble words made them very sensible, and
obviously the second cover images of 'Prabasi' is more culminating to connect the mass rather
than the 'Bharatbarsa' and 'Bharati'. Before describing the texts written on the inaugural volumns;
just like asV. T. Sead's analysis about the cover of the first issue of Prabasi {1i8Qitpudly
displayed a cultural conspectus of Indian architecture: Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim, Sikh and even
Burmese (Burma then being under the Raj);and the interesting part is the text where the editor
writes:

"We are publishing Prabasi with the name ofAlmighty Fortune giverThis is the first
effort of publishing of such periodicals outside Bendfg have to struggle to overcome in
writing, in image and in printing also as we are outside of BengalBatwe should be able to
make it fruitful with theAlmighty's blessings the writers and the responses of the readers.
Result is more preferable to judge the work rather than a voluminous preface. So we are

4Partha MitterArt and Nationalism in Colonial India, 1850-1922: Occidental Orientations. Cambridge: Cambridge
UP, 1994.
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keeping our silence about hope and motto."

The same thing happened with the first page of Bharatbarsa, though it was published much
later, but this magazine sentimentally attached to the mass as Dwijendralal Ray was its founder
We can see two frames containing the image of Boddhi temple and Kutub minar bordered with
lotus to connecting the different religion as the same meaning as the Prabasi prescribes. Here
the motto was to convey the people with the sentimental ideologies of faith. In the editorial page
of the first issue of Bharatbarsa, it is mentioned -

"....there is nothing to worry about the Bengali language, as it is a language of a colonized
country Dante and Petrarch were also the great sons from colonized Aaxldsur captive
motherland is also the mother of Chandidas & Micheal Madhusudan. Don't loosen your hopes.
The only thing we need that dedication as well as meditation. Strong belief and adoration are the
only way to reach the Goal.

We are here with all our heart, to invite the glorious future of '‘Bangabh@&hare here
to adore the mother with our small capability & enlighten up our small lamp from the unending
source of Bankimchandréle started with her other dignified children téeofour gratitude to
her We will be here once in a month We will be succeeding if she confirms her blessing upon
us.

Our fate is waitingWe shall not escap®/e shall not feait is our duty to provide fresh air
in the service of literatur@he mother should be glad with our prée have to make possible
with all strength to be included ourselves in the international brotherhood. For keep walking on
the fearless way of literature we have to be with self respect in heart and pure humanity in
mind. If we can perform that, we don't have to beg for our respects among the world. That
respect will come to us automaticalfy

Bharat Mata is coming out from the ocean with handful of paddy [image -33] is the first
Image selected for the first issue of Bharatbarsa. The image is very meaning full as the uprising
of the land from wateilt might be influenced by Botticelli's "Birth &fenus”. In Bharati the
editor also associates India with goddess Saraswati and he also mentions:

"Bharati itself what is she. One name of Bharafidya(education), another¥&ni(speech),
and alternatively the main soul deity of Bharata(India). Our only motto is to establish the native
language on the spot of speethd at the case of education, it has twgems, one is knowledge
gathering and another is the relish-ment of the knowlétlgare trying our best to serve them.

And at the divine space of nationalitye must say that we collect or gather our knowledge
from nation and abroad. But at the question on ideology we should stand and take special care
for nationality This is not according with partiality..the idea that evolved indigenously is right;
borrowing idea is artificial and not for a good hope alsoa is fitted natural witNVinapani, not

the HarpThat's why we intend to discuss the national idea in national way

“The inaugural editorial note by Ramananda Chetterjee, Prabasi, 1901 (original is in Bengali)
4The inaugural editorial note by Jaladhar Sen in Bharatbarsa (1913), because of the death of Dwijendralal Roy
Jaladhar Sen fulfill all the responsibilities as the chief editor
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Further that as Britannia is the principal deity of Britain...we can name "Bharati" as Saraswati
is Bharat (India)'s Principal Deity

So these are the opening sentences with illustrations of Saraswati. Besides these images
the rising image of Bharatmata from water is the mirror image of upcoming land from water
The other images are from the Indian epical story like Mahabharata and Ramayana, painted by
Upendrakishor Roychoudhyfyfandalal Bose and their followers.

The relation between image and text are very reciprocal in these magazines. These images
are there not only for illuminating, but the plates sometimes took the prior place to govern the
guality of the magazine and the editors are very supportive. In one issue of Prabasi Ramnanda
Chetterjee writes on a image of Shivariflava' [image -25], painted by Nandlal Bose, to
support the artist from a scripture blind critic. This happens when the editors take care for his
subjects for truth and establishment.

In 1905 the innovation of advertisements in vernacular magazines screams about the
nationalism as they advertise for the 'Bande-Mataram bangle' [image -34], or for the painted
editions of MahabharatApart from these materials like cartoons [image -35], inspired from
the 'Punch' had served the magazines to give the people some refreshment. The culmination of
image and text got the peak of attraction, because of the new availability of the images which
makes visible the imaginary epics, & reaches all house hold corners. So the knowledge about
India and her culture are re-excavated in another time for her children. In that case photograph
helps a lot. Those photographs show the upper class royals [image -36] as such as the tribes
[image -37] of this motherland. Not only the royals and tribes, the pages of periodicals
accommodate the neo Indian Scholars like Jagadish Chandra Bose [image -38] and many young
reformers like Bal Gangadhailak [image -39].With all this qualities the neo caste-ism as
Buddhist ideologies accelerates the upcoming social identity because at that age there is an
effort to reform the strictness formation of Hinduism to prefer or became influenced by the less
rigid Buddhism. In this context the images from old Buddhist ruins [image -40] are very relevant
for the glorious architectural past and for the cultural past. The editors were very eager to show
the photographs of new excavations.
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GUIDANCE PROGRAMME IN EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTION: LIBRARIAN'S ROLE BEYOND LIBRARY

SUJIT CHATTOPADHYAY*

ABSTRACT : Guidance, like library, is as old as human civilizationAlthough it was unorganised
and informal in the initial stage but it has been an important aspect of education. The concept
guidance service has got impetus in the present higher education system due to the onslaught of
globalization, privatisation and tremendous technological advancement. Changes in all walks of
life coupled with extraordinary growth of population have made the social structure very complex.
Advent of various social media turned the placid social life turbulent and virulent. The varieties of
job, aspiration of multitudes for jobs, made the work of guidance very essential and difficult.
Mor eover due to various social pessue and problems youngsters ag quite at a lossThey also
require personal -social guidance. Library being a social institution and librarian being a
knowledgeable man in the information institution of this societymust take the ole of a sheet
anchor in conducting a guidance service programme, not only by mere organising and disseminating
information from the library but also shouldering the full responsibility of the guidance programme

of the institution whole heattedly and full bloodedly, which in turn will r edefine the position of the
librar y, librarian in an esteemed positionThis paperfocuses various aspects of guidance services
in educational institution with modalities and role to be played by the librarian as a team leader to
make it a reality.

Keywords : CareerGuidance, Counselling, CounsellplCumulative Record Form. Guidance

1. INTRODUCTION : In the inclusive field of education, guidance is a much discussed topic,
which covers the whole spectrum of education starting from the very birth of a child. Itincludes
all types of education - formal, non formal, vocational etc, with an aim to set an individual in his
environment in right wayOn the other hand, guidance is a service ,an educational institution
should provide to any individual. From democratic point of view it is the right of an individual to
choose his own way in life. It is an activity with multidimensional characteristics. Guidance
programme in educational institution has distinct objective to provide help, and advice to the
students which in turn prepare them to be more informed in educational, personal attainments.
In educational field, library is the main fulcrum in providing varied guidance services. In providing
such services a librarian must play the role of a counsellor and he must explore, cultivate the
areas beyond the four walls of librarie must borne in mind that guidance has become very
essential in this complex world , intricate society due to globalization, privatization and proliferation

*Selection Grade Librarian. Government College of Education, Burdwan. E.mail:ch.sujit@gmail.com
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of ICT, which compelled a librarian to redefine his role in the broader perspective of the
society

2. WHAT OF GUIDANCE

Watt and Kidd (2000) defines guidance as a "range of process designed to enable individual to
make informal choice and transitions related to their educational, vocational and personal
development'A clarification may be made among personal, educational and vocational guidance.
Watt and Kidd (2000) is of the opinion that while educational and vocational are of personal in
nature, they involve in helping students to make choices related to learning and work. Personal
guidance does not relate to any educational or vocational help. Hui (2002) opined that guidance
in educational institution have three distinct roles-remedial, preventive and developmental. He
suggested that to mitigate the immediate needs of a student's personal and social problem,
remedial guidance is required. Preventive guidance stresses on anticipatory critical incident
which a student may experience. It is proactive in nature which teaches some skills with coping
capability with the problems. The activities which are included here are providing information,
assessing, advocating, counselling and referring students. (Millar & Brotherton, 2001).

Thus guidance is solely pertained to helping an individual to "make the most appropriate decision
in the immediate situation and to develop the skills to make such decisions wisely in failure"
(Unit for the Development @&dult continuing Education, 1998 ).

3. GUIDANCE AND COUNSELLING

These two terms have considerable similarity and overlapping in nature. "Counselling skill underpins
good guidance practice" @ and Kidd, 2000)The two concepts are not same. (Hui2002)
opined 'guidance’ as helping students in their whole -- person development and ‘counselling’ as
equipping a student to cope up with distressed condition and in utter confusion. Counselling is
purely a more therapeutic and personalized interaction, whereas guidance "embraces a larger
range of activities" (HefiCramer & Niles 2004).

4. LIBRARIAN - COUNSELLOR :THE PIVOT OF GUIDANCE SERICES

« To put the young budding talents in right track in the world of tomorrow librarian will
not only collect, organize and provide access to that information but he must play the
proactive role of a counsellor to develop all round growth of a student.

« With the rapid diversification in the educational streams, the technical arenas, and the
complex world of work, it is quite obvious for a young one to get bewildered unless he
is properly guided. Librarian with his professional competences is the right man to
acquire and understand the vast information about aspects of career

« Students with extraordinary talents or slow achievers, both may require extra and
special needs. There could be other problems like adjustment with new school, teachers
or peers, maintenance of proper discipline, family problems which may hamper
individual's psycho-social developmeftcounsellorlibrarian may provide guidance
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in this regard.

o Thereis social need algn individual ought to know social responsibilities and should
develop desirable habits. There may be a mismatch between one's aspiration and
demands which may create frustration. Personal guidance helps to solve such problems.

o Librarian is the right counsellor to channelise youth into right vocation required by
society

o In aright personal waw librarian can address various personal needs like overall
development of the individual, facing new challenges, adjustment with problems,
adjustment with self and environment., development of soft skill etc.

5. BASIC GUIDANCE SERICES : A well organized guidance programme is a unified
programme with all the specific services woven into it. Following specific services will create a
constellation of benefits in the institution through guidance programme. ( KotBba)

5.1 Orientation Service:

5.2

i) What ?

+ Explain need and importance of guidance service

« How one could be helpful in making it a success

e Students are to be taken into confidence

« Bridge between home and institution

« To provide all information ( physical facilities, services etc.) about institution, to arouse
interest in study and about institution

i) Whom ?

¢ Itisacontinuous process. May be rendered to the new comers like principal, headmaster
teacheror student

+ If possible may be extended to new employer in localigyv people, parents.

iii) How ?

« Through providing printed information brochure, welcome address, talks, discussions,
delineating past successful events of guidance service, inviting benefitted students to
communicate their experiences, film shaxhibition, plays, taking people to any
established career guidance centre, observance of orientation day

Sudent Information Service:

i) What?

« Full database of each student e.g. background, qualification, interest,Hadtityproblem
of adjustment, study habit ,& skill, social background

« Maintenance of Cumulative Record Card (CRC)

i) Why?

o Assist the students to get a proper picture of his abilities, interest, aspiration etc.

o Useful for proper functioning of an educational institution

« Facts about a student's progress over a period of time

54



M ANAN, Vol. IV, No. 1 & 2, January & July 2017 ISSN-2348-3849

ﬁi)

Help in diagnosing the problem and plan remedial measures.

How ?

Data may be collected in Cumulative Record Card (CRC)
Discussion with teachgparents, to identify the needs of the student
Help from local employers, other training organization can be sought

Specimen Cumulative Record Card ( Indicative)

5.3

1.

o G

7.

8.

9

Personal background :

a) General information - name, date of birth etc.

b) Environmental information-name of fathemother occupation, details of family
members, types of community in which the student lives etc.

Educational background : name of the school, class in which studying, subjects taken,

school earlier attended, why left last school, weak areas in studying, etc.

Details of performance in school: primary level, secondary level, higher secondary

level ( subject wise performance may be recorded)

Health information : general health, height, weight, any sickness, any serious disease,

sight, hearing, malnutrition, physical disability etc.

Psychological data : Intelligence, attitude, aptitude, personialigyest, etc.

Emotional data : persistence, confidence, initiative, industriousness, socjability

resourcefulness, leadership ( in scald &,C,D.)

Hobbies and co-curricular activities. : music, drama, fine arts, drawing & painting,

science aptitude, sports & games, literary aptitude, etc.

Miscellaneous information: friends' circle, discipline in school, behavior with teacher

regularity in home work, financial status, job experience etc.

Problem area - : problem indicated, identified ( educational, vocational, personal)

10. Remarks of the counsellor :
Information Service :

)

What ?

It is fundamental of guidance service if students are to be equipped with basic knowledge
and stimulate themselves with critical ideas.

To become acquainted with occupational and educational opportunities.

Three categories : i) Educational information ii) Occupational information iii) Personal
-Social information

Why ?

Useful not only for students but also for parents, teachers, and employers.

Vast information can not be circumscribed. If available in one place will be helpful for
planning and developmental purposes.

Help the students to decide the right kind of skill required and for the parents for
future planning as well as for employers to find the right kind of person, as per
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ii)
a)

b)

requirement.

How?

Educational Information
To provide prospectus from &ifent institutions, poly-techniques, training colleges
etc. for admission, courses in the stream and ability required related information
To provide directories of various institutions

Brochures containing information on various scholarships, educational loans offered
by Government and banking sectors or financial agencies or social agencies

Books , pamphlets, leaflets and other relevant learning materials on developing study
skill, reading skill, preparation for examination, taking notes etc.

To open various vitas of online networked educational system beyond traditional system
of learning A constellation of websites with annotated notes in a single place is very
efficacious.

Occupational information

Counsellor must provide information like nature of work, places of work, skill required,
training & experience needed, places of training, demand for the job, opportunities,
working condition, pay structure, promotion & prospects, service condition, retiring
benefits etc.

Information about emerging skill required in the market.

To conduct a small survey in the locality to accumulate first hand information in regard
to the job opportunityskill-in-need and evolving areas .

To explore the possibilities of self employment.

Personal-social Information

Information about human beings to assist a student to understand himself better and to
improve relation with others

To keep mental health materials

Personal hygiene material

Personal-social adjustment in the form of boy- girl relation, manner and etiquette, personal
appearance, social skill, financial planning, healthful living etc.

5.4 Inventory Service

i) What?
Recording systematically the assessment of the studerkaow about the students.
Students are of different abilities, different capabilities and different personalities. Some
have specific kind of special abilities, which must be first identified and then channelised
to proper direction. So special traits of a student must be nurtured. Inventory service
provides information about such specific quality of a student.

i) How ?

By conducting 'Aptitude testing' or 'Psychologidakessment programme' to assess
intelligence aptitude, interest, skills
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Organizing 'Self Discovery Programme'. Here student rediscovers himself in various
situations. They are to be taken to museum, exhibition, parks, training places, employing
places, to get first hand information and may be exposed to their interested area
through various 'try-out' experiments.

May be asked to note their strengths or weakness, resulting a useful data about the
students

5.5 Group Guidance Service

)

i)

b)

f)

5.6

What?

If the fruits of guidance is to be made available to all, it is possible only if certain
activities are done in groups. Its aim is to assist each individual in the group to solve his
problem. Itis best suited for discussing educational and vocational plans, adjustment to
school, social situation , personality probleffsorientate students, teachers, parents
group guidance is veryfettive.To provide information about educational course or
vocational field it may be organized in homogenous groups.

How ?

Group discussion : Librarian - Counsellor can organize it on a topic with some common
problems. Group discussion on ' Importance of choosing a right career' may lead to
economic, social , psychological aspects of career

Career guidance exhibition : Organizing career exhibition, displaying material posters
and charts for all types of guidance service is one of the main roles of the Librarian -
counselarDetails of various courses available, their admission procedure etc may be
depicted through charts. Similarly various vocational information may be described
through charts.

Class talks Various types of class talks for various groups may be arranged by the
librarian with the help of teachers, like educational talks, vocational talks, motivational
talks, general talks.

Career conferenc&Vith the help of various private coaching centres career conference
may be arranged to a large number of students. It is a direct way to communicate with
the community people and students' interaction with different job providers.

Dramatics : Librarian can arrange some topics in interesting dramatizdikerapw

to appear for an interviewow to prepare for examination , how to prepare notes, how

to talk .

Question-box : The shy and meek student keeps his problem to himself as he is not
vocal. In that case, there are some students with same problem. If the question can be
placed in a silent wayhe same could be discussed in group and the problem of that
shy student will be solved indirectly

Counseling Service : The guidance programme must pay attention to the needs of an
individual which require special attention among the group guidance team. Personal
counselling programme may be arranged for under-achievers, late comers, absentees,
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truants, drop out from school, problem with family front., harassment from other students,
misunderstanding with teachers etc. Librarian will contact right expert counsellors
judging the problem intensively and will maintain the confidentiality in the whole
process.

5.7 Placement Service :

)

What ?

Itis an important service in any guidance progranWithout proper placement in job

the culmination of guidance service is abortive. Placement indicates educational
placement and vocational placement. Right kind of educational placement may lead to
proper vocational placement.

How?

General character of educational and vocational life explained to the student

Student will be oriented to particular educational, vocational field according to his will
and skill

Counsellor will present before him list of the agencies that help in placement and keep
constant contact with the employer to get their job information , their requirements, and
emerging avenues of employment.

Information regarding part time job, details of getting registration in employment
exchange, vacancy position, financial assistance for small scale industries, future
vacancies, prospects about new industry should be kept to the counsellor

Sample format of applications, project profile should be intimated to the students.
Guiding in how to write application, prepare éarch vacancies through Internet,
increase employability etc.

Arrangement of mock interview session

Visit to employment exchange centre

Interaction with local industrialists, entrepreneurs, placement agencies in 'Job Opportunity
Fair', 'Meet the Job' or something like that.

5.8 Support Service : For the successful running of the whole system it quiet imperative that
there should have a strong and effective support service. Resources within the institution and
outside the institution must be explorédthin the institution barring the librarthe head of the
institution, the teachers, office staff and other administrative personnel are to consulted and
taken into the programme . Besides, a large number of resources are available from the
community The parents, local people, doctor & hospital, local club & creatyanizations,

govt. office, bank, vocational & training institutes , employment exchange office, local employers
--- as a whole community must be a part of the successful running of the programme.

5.9 Boon and Bane of Blasé 1@md Guidance Service : $ige it to saythe impact of ICT

in imparting Guidance services is enormous. ICT has augmented and sharpened the quality and
quantity of the whole gamut of the service. Internet is a complementary tool for the planning of
career and job haunting. It is no doubt a hard task on the part of the guidance team to match a
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particular job seeker with right kind of job providers. The librarian can develop e-learning packages
related to career guidance with the direct help of subject expert and computer science expert.
Images, digital video, audio, text, and allied materials can be incorporated in the package.
ICT is a buzz word todayNo student is required to be explained the ubiquitous nature of the
ICT in daily life. Internet, blog, weblog, social media are the common terms to the tech-savvy
youngsters. Smart phone has made them smarter in sdgigtyoo much exposure of the
societal attitude, and easy availability of electronic gadgets are creating various serious mental
problems, personality problems, which in turn badly effectuate in making of the career of the
students. Numerous unusual, obnoxious incidents are coming out in the daily newspapers which
prove the detrimental effect of networked based lonely life-style. Easy casual connection in
electronic environment can also have its downside. It creates a false sense of connection. Kids
are vulnerable to the practice of cyeilying, which leave a deep mental scocial media
killing real activism and replacing it with 'slacktivism'. In such crucial stage the role of the
counsellor in guidance programme requires no extra mention. The budding talents must be
restricted, alerted, cautioned, debarred, if necedsany the exuberant use of IClhe baneful
sides of such networked life style must be explained, exposed vividlg social responsibility
for the posterity
6. LIBRARIAN vis-a -vis COUNSELLOR : BEYOND LIBRAR
While the traditional role of a librarian as collecting, organizing and disseminating agent remain
same, itis now time for librarian " to playféifent role as maintainenterpretertrainer enabler
liaison, and adviser" (yinch 1994)According to ( Lary 1985) in addition to indicate the location
of aresource in the library the librarian 'be able to provide guidance in identification of education
on training experiences, in noting agencies which offer such opportunities, in indicating
organizations to which one would write for additional information, and in suggesting other career
choices which share similar preparatioxéth the help of technology he can disseminate and
retrieve information more fefctively, efficiently and quickly But mere supply of information is
not need of the hour as a guidance service counsellor
He will be guidance leader and at the same time resource person in the programme. He must
possess some supervisor quality and training for the task and responsibility for the guidance
programme. Librarian's working area may be extended to planning and supervision, making
community contact, working with parents, interpretation and application of test, supervision of
extra-curricular activities, consultation with emplgyayoperation with community guidance
agencycontrolling the guidance team personnel, etc. Howkigsextended role and responsibility
can be epitomized :
o« As a Consultant : Has to interact with teachers parents, support groups and other
system, community persons
« AsaCoordinator: Has to coordinate with other agencies which a student may need
to approach e.g. doctdrospital, local employglocal industrialist , employmentfafe
etc.
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o« As an Orientor : Has to inform the student about the world of job, to help them in
developing adjustment skills and making an ambience of education and learning.

e As anAssessor : Has to assess an individual as well as environment. It includes
assessment of academic achievement, aptitudes, interest, abilities, persoadlity
family, social, cultural background must be observed.

o AsaDeveloper : Has to build a strong foundation on which every student could develop
himself in the right direction. His role as a developer is important in rendering placement
service, counselling service to solve their problems.

7. CONCLUSION : Guidance, like librang as old as human civilization. Be it uganized or

informal but it has always been an important aspect of the education. In the course of time it has
become a personalised assistance. Library service is also a personalised service. So it is quite
obvious that library service has a deep relationship with the guidance service. Library has an
effective role in executing guidance services . However with the passage of time the modalities
have been changed. Librarian is no longer a passive supplier of information. Personally a librarian
must take pain to organize a guidance centre or to take a pivotal role, not only to maximize the
fullest extent of use of its own resources but also to put himself in a commendable and indispensible
position in the education system or to place himself in the wheels of social progress, in such an
inevitable manner that this finest and noblest profession -librarianship--- is adorned by all.
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PARENTAL EDUCATIONAL STATUS ON STUDENTS'

PERFORMANCE OF GEOMETRY IN BANKURADISTRICT
Dr. Arup Kundu*

ABSTRACT : This quantitative study assessed the impact of parental education on the performance
of Class Xl students in Geomely thinking in a southern district of West BengalA survey method
was adapted to collect data from a random sample of 351 students. The father's education level and
mother's education level have significant influence on the performance of students in Geometry
thinking which indicates that these factors are significant predictors of the performance of students

in geometry. The Van Hiele test (Usiskin, 1982) was used to assess the levels of gegrttaiking,

the percentage analysis and Chi-Square test was used to ascertain the relationship between of
these levels with parental qualifications. The finding indicated that higher parental qualifications
were indeed advantageous to the acquisition of higher levels of geometric thinking.

KeyWords: Influence,Van Hiele Level, Geomety thinking, Parental education.

Introduction

Students in H.S. classes have arisen through ten years of school education and are deemed to
have learned the basic knowledge and skills required to lead the lives of proficient citizens.
Included in the list of essential qualities to be acquired by the secondary school learner is spatial
skill. This is manifest in the students' proficiency and innate understanding of the basics of
geometry Though geometry is to be 'learned' in school it is experienced in everyday life in
numerous ways. The richness of this realization depends on each student's individual environment.
To look at the influence of the variety of experience and the immediate environment of the
student is almost impossibMet an inquiry into these aspects can give valuable ideas about the
extent to which students really conceive geometric ideas. The most important aspect of students'
immediate environment that leads to conceptualization of knowledge is the effect of his/her
parents' outlook, and by logic, their education. This argument may be seen as an extension of the
oft repeated adage 'An educated mother means an educated family' in ouy ssa#diy the

father heads the famjlgnd is normally the most educated in therEltus he definitely has an

effect on the knowledge acquisition of his children. This investigation therefore has attempted to
find out the level of geometric thinking of Higher Secondary students and to relate this to the
educational qualifications of their parents.

Geometry as a discipline
Geometry is the most important branch of mathematics (Isil and Ubez, 2004) and it is related

*Assistant Professor in Mathematics Governniegatning College, Hooghl\fEmail:arup.cu.edu@gmail.com
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with the properties and relationships of lines, angles, curves, shapes, etc. Geometry helps us to
define and explain the world rationally and systematically (Cantlrk-Glinhan and 456t
According to Sherard (1981) and Hong (2005), geometry is important for students as it is also
applied in other branches of mathematics. For example, geometry is applied in other subjects
such as basic science and engineering. The two most poignant objectives of geometry learning
are to develop logical thinking skills and to develop spatial intuitions. Spatial abilities are required
in learning physics (Pallrand and Seel¥¥84), geosciences (Kali and Orion, 1996), and
engineering (Hsi, Linn and Bell, 1997) and in chemistry (Bodner and G2@y; CartelLaRussa

and Bodnerl987; Lord, 1987). Numerous mathematics educators (Barakat,1951; M9#8Qy
Wrigley, 1958) investigated the relationship between spatial ability and mathematical ability
Mathematics educators (Bishop, 1983) found that spatial ability was correlated more highly with
ability in geometry then algebra. Thus geometry is an essential aspect of the education of the
individual.

Review of the literature

Jencks (1972) investigated that the family plays a vital role in formal and informal education.
Family characteristics represent a number of variables like education, income, beliefs, occupation,
size of family also have implication on the achievement of children. Significant reliable research
studies have told that socio-economic status of parent is the best predictor of student academic
performance (Coleman et al., 1966). Dave & Dave (1971) researched the relationship of parental
education with the academic performance they found that higher percentages of rank holder
belong to homes with higher parental education where as a higher percentages of unsuccessful
students belong to those who have lower parental education. Okagaki and French (1978) studied
that parents education is a distal indicator indirectly correlated with children education
achievementdVilliams (1980) andeach man (1987) found that more educated parents create
environment that facilitate learning. Onocha (1985) observes that a child from a well educated
family with high socio-economic status is more likely to perform better than a child from an
illiterate family. They involve themselves in children's school activities and school environment.
Taiwo (1993) present that parents' educational background dominance the academic performance
of students. On the other hand Hawkes (1995) says that student performance do not necessarily
depend on parents professional competency or educational attainments. Good and Brophy (1997)
say that educated parents show interest in their children's academic performances they meet
and co-operate with educational administrators to ensure children seriousness in their studies.
Musgrave (2000) enunciates that a child that comes from educated family would like to pursue
the steps of his/her family and by this, work actively in his/her studies. There is instance that
parents' education will ffct students' academic performance in mathema&t@rding to
Grissmer (2003), parental education is the most important measure affecting students' academic
performanceTeese (2004) investigated in his analysis of the students' achievement where he
found clear and consistent trends for children from lower socio-economic background of
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performing poor as compared to the students from high socio-economic environment of performing
poor as compare to the students from prosperous socio-economic status.

The literature review reveals a positive and significant relationship between parents education
level and students academic performance. In this work the investigator tries to find the relationship
between parental education level and students academic performance in geometry in this
comparatively backward and less educated region district Baiauthis district is nearer to
my residence, it is convenient for me to collect data from this district.

The Van Hiele Model

The van Hiele model of geometric thought emerged from the works of two Dutch mathematics
educators, Dina van Hiele-Geldof and Pierre M. van Hiele at the University of Utvacht.

Hiele explained the model of geometric thinking using three aspects: the existence of levels,
properties of the levels, and the movement from one level to the next level. The van Hiele model
consists of five levels of geometric thinking. These levels, as arranged from the lowest to the
highest, include:

Level 0.Visualization: The student can merely recognize a shape.

Level 1.Analysis: The student is able to analyze a shape because he/she knows the properties
of the shapes in Level 1

Level 2. Abstraction: The students have learned geometric properties after having attained
the first two levels

Level 3. Deduction: The student is able to construct proofs of geometric properties after
having attained the first three levels

Level 4. Rigor: The student is able to understand the implications of non-Euclidian geometry
after having attained the first four levels. (Crowl&987)

Usiskin tested the ability of the van Hiele model to describe and predict the performance of
students in secondary school geometry (Usiskin, 1982). Currently there are two lines of research
based on the van Hiele theory in the world: one transforming the van Hiele theory to other areas
of mathematics (Booleakigebra, Function-Analysis-Calculus), and another one using dynamic
geometry to achieve higher van Hiele levels Mikers(2010).

This investigation has attempted to relate the extent of geometric thinking among H.S. students,
with parents' education with the help of the van Hiele model.

Hypothesis of the study:

H,,: The van Hiele Levels of the participants are independent of their Father's educational
qualification.
H,,» The van Hiele Levels of the participants are independent of their Mother's educational
qualification.

Research Method
The study was a survey based on quantitative techniques.
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Sample
Population: The population of the study consisted of Higher Secondary students in District
Bankura (Vést Bengal, India)The

For Quantitative analysis

The population of this study comprises of boys and girls students studying in clasd/edtin
Bengal Council of Higher Secondary schools of Banklinan sub-divisions from the district

were randomly selectedwo blocks from each of the sub-division were randomly selected.
Three schools were randomly selected from each block.

The sample consisted of 351 Class Xl learners all who were present in that particular date of
data collection from 12 schools. Formal approval from the school Fézathers were obtained

in order to conduct this research. The sample design is as follows numerically:

Table 1A: The sample (Quantitative)

Sample Sample Name of Blocks No. of Sample| Number of
District Sub -divisions Schools students
Bankura 1 Bankura 1 Bankura | 3 92
2 Bankura Il 3 93
2 Bishnupur 1 Bishnupur 3 85
2 Katulpur 3 81
Total 12 351
Table 1B. Fequency distribution of gender of Class Xl students
Gender Total Frequency (%
Male 138(39.32%)
Female 213(60.68%)
Total 351 (100%)
Table 2. Bble showing pamnts' educational qualification
Parent's llliterate Primary Madhyamik Higher Higher Total
educational Standard Standard Secondary | Education
qualification standard (H.S.)) (H.E)
Father's (5)1.42% | (32)9.11% | (71)20.22% (73)20.79% | (170)48.43%| 351
Mother's | (11)3.13% |[(51)14.52% | (109)31.05% | (87)24.78% (93)26.49%| 351

(Source: Primary date from field study)
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From the above table 1.42% minimum number of fathers are illiterai8p®fifathers having
Primary standard qualification, 20.22% of fathers are having Madhyamik standard qualification,
20.79% of fathers are having Higher secondary standard qualification and 48.43% maximum
number of father are having Higher educatfdo From the above table 3.13% minimum
number of mothers are illiterate,14.52% of mothers having Primary standard qualification, 31.05%
maximum number of mothers are having Madhyamik standard qualification, 24.78% of fathers
are having Higher secondary standard qualification and 26.49% of father are having Higher
educated.

This has been further illustrated by the following figure:

BO.00% -
S0.00% -
40,005
A0.00%
B Fathers
200000 - B Maothers
0.00% - e :
lliterate  Primary Madhyamik  HS Highwer
standard standard  Education

Figure 1. Composite Bar diagrarepresent of quency peentage distribution of Pants'
Education

Tools;

"The personal data sheet' consisted of particular information about the participants i.e. Name,
Age, GenderSream, Name of school, Parents' educational qualificatiogs (lliterate,
Primary: 4th passed, M.PMadhyamik passed , H.S.: Higher Secoydaassed, Graduate
standad or Upper),Medium of instruction of school.

Thevan Hiele Geomety Testas constructed by Usiskin (Usiskin, 1982) was translated
into Bengali. The test consisted of multiple choice questions, with five questions pertaining to
each of the fiv&/an Hiele levels. Each question displayed five options consisting of one correct
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answer and four distracterBhe Cronbacklpha coeficient for reliability of the test ranged
from .69 to .79.

Procedue:

The participants were metin their classes and administered the tools of th&rstumbmpleted
personal data sheets and the answer sheets\éhthidiele geometry test were collected after
about 45 minutesvan Hiele levels were assigned to the respondents according to the literature
(Usiskin, 1982).

Data Analysis
Quantitative techniques were used in the analysis of data using the SPSS 16.0 statistics programs
and analyzed.

Analysis and Interpretation of the data

Fathers' qualifications
The following table shows the fathers' educational qualification according to the van Hiele
levels of the students.

Table 3. Foced \an Hiele Level versus father's educational qualification.

Father's qualification Total
llliterate Primary | Madhyamik H.S. Higher
Education
% Level 0| (5)9.1% (15)27.3% (12)21.8% (14)255%4  (9)16.4% | (55)100.0%
; Level1| (0)0.0% (10)11.4% (20)22.7% (21)23.99 (37)42.0%% (88)100.09
(<5}
T | Level2| (0)0.0% (3)3.2% (20)21.3% (19)20.2%|  (52)55.3% (94)100.09
C
g Level 3| (0)0.0% (4)5.5% (11)15.1% (12)16.4%|  (46)63.0% (73)100.0
8 [Level4| (0)0.0% (0)0.0% (8)19.5% (717.1% | (26)63.4% | (41)100.09
o
LL

Total G)14% | (329.1% | (71)202% | (73)20.8%| (170)48.4%|(351)100.09

(Source: Primary date from field study) (Figure in brackets signify frequency)
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This has been further illustrated by the following figure:

T000%

60.00% -
50.00%
u Level O
40,0084 o Level 1
300084 W level 2
20.00% o level 3
I o Level 4
10.00%
0.00% J

literate  Primary Madhyamik

Figure 2. Fathers' educational qualification acdarg to the ¥n Hiele Levels of students.

The table 3 shows that
o 94 students were at Level 2, making this the modal level.
« Only students with Level 0 had fathers who were illiterate.
o Student with Level 2, 3 and 4 had a remarkable number of fathers who were higher
educated.
Thus this indicated that the father's qualification was related to the stidamntdiele levels.
To further investigate the null hypothesis was as follows:
H,,: TheVan Hiele Levels of the participants are independent of their Father's educational
qualification.
A Chi-square test was conducted and the result is as follows:

Table 4. Chi-Squar Test:

Value df Asymp. Sig
(2-sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 77.435 16 .000
Likelihood Ratio 70.881 16 .000
Linearby-LinearAssociation 42 477 1 .000
N of Valid Cases 351
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The Chi-square value is highly significant at 1% level, thus HO1 may be rejElotahn Hiele

Level of the participants is not independent of the fathers' qualification. Therefore one may
conclude that the father's qualification has an impact on the student's level of geometric thinking.

That is, fathers with higher qualifications are more likely to have children with highediele
levels. Unfortunatelychildren of fathers who are illiterate appear tdesuh this regard.

Mothers' qualifications

The following table shows the mothers' educational qualification according WathEliele
levels of the students.
Table 5Van Hiele Level versus mother's educational qualification.

Mother's qualification Total

lliterate Primary | Madhyamik H.S. Higher

Education
g Level 0| (9)16.4% | (13)23.6% (24)436% | (7)17.7% (2)3.6% | (55)100.09
o |Levell| (223% (19)21.6% (27)30.7% (21)23.99 (19)21.6%6 (88)100.09
£ | Level2| (0)0.0% (13)13.8% (24)25.5% (27)28.79 (30)31.996 (94)100.09
§ Level 3| (0)0.0% (4)5.5% (23)31.5% (22)30.1%|  (24)32.9% (73)100.09
g | Level4| (0)0.0% (2)4.9% (11)26.8% (10)24.4%|  (18)43.9% (41)100.09
£ | Total (11)3.1% | (15)14.5% | (109)31.1% | (87)24.8% | (93)26.5%|(351)100.0°

(Source: Primary date from field study) (Figure in brackets signify frequency)

This has been mother illustrated by the following figure:

50.00%
45.00%
40.00%
35.00%
30.00%
25.00%%
20.00%
15.00%
10.00%

5.00%

0.00%

@*,&*ﬁo

7

1Lhﬂ

W Level O
Hlevel 1
ulevel 2
Hlevel 3

W Level 4

Figure 3. Mothers' educational qualification according td/dreHiele Levels of students.
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The table 5 shows that

« No students at Level 4 had mothers who were illiterate.

« Studentat Level 2, 3, and 4 had a considerable number of mothers who were graduates
or were more educated. In fact, most students at Level 4 had mothers who were higher
educated.

Thus this indicated that the mother's qualification was related to the stidenksiele levels.
To further investigate this null hypothesis was as follows:

H,,: TheVan Hiele Levels of the participants are independent of their Mother's educational
qualification.

The result of the Chi Square test is as follows:

Tabel 6. Chi-Squar Test:

Value df Asymp. Sig
(2-sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 77.534 16 .000
Likelihood Ratio 75.734 16 .000
Linearby-LinearAssociation 49.083 1 .000
N of Valid Cases 351

The Chi square value is highly significant at 1% level, thus HO2 may be rejEogdn Hiele

Level of the participants is not independent of the mothers' qualifications. Therefore one may
conclude that the mother's qualification has an impact on the student's, level of geometric thinking.
That is, mothers with higher qualifications are more likely to have children with Mghétiele

levels. Unfortunatelychildren of mothers who are illiterate appear tdesuh this regard.

Findings of the study

0 There is association between father educatio’VandHiele geometric thinking level of
students.

o llliterate and up to Primary were better in lowan Hiele level (Level 0) of geometric
thinking and Madhyamik were better in upjMan Hiele level (Level 1) of geometric
thinking while Higher educated were better in hign Hiele level (Level 2, 3 & 4) of
geometric thinking.

0 There is association between mother educatio’Vandiele geometric thinking level
of students.

o llliterate and up to Primary were better in lowan Hiele level (Level 0 &1) of geometric
thinking and Higher secondary were better in upfser Hiele level (Level 2 & 3) of
geometric thinking while Higher educated were better in WeyhHiele level (Level 4)
of geometric thinking.
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Discussion and conclusion

The above analysis shows that the students' fovieedHiele Levels is impacted by the
qualifications of both fathers and mothers. In other words, the primary source of acculturation,
and by reasoning, of attuning to the reception of knowledge by the student is thelfathity

case, the acquisition of spatial skills and conceptualization of geometric ideas depends on the
educational level of the parents. Parents play a vital in shaping the thoughts and behavior of their
children. Parents with high involvement can positively influence the children, the research has
cleared that those students whom parents are highly educated having high level of academic
performance.

Highly educated parents are more likely to be believers of the importance of mathematics on
their children's lives. Thus they transfer their positive feelings and attitudes to their children
(Hong, You, & Wu, 2010). Once students are exposed to positive mathematics feelings and
attitudes, their intrinsic motivation towards mathematics can increase (Gottfried, Gottfried, &
Oliver, 2009) and they want to be more successful in mathematics. Even though the majority of
the literature on parents' education pertains to the direct, positive influence on achievement
(Jimerson, Egeland, &eo, 1999; Kohn, 1963) LustdrRhoades, & Haas (1989) also suggest

that it influences the beliefs and behaviours of the students, Thus parents' education leads to
positive outcomes for children and youth (Eccles,1993).

Though 'the nurture versus nature' debate has not been resolved, it remains that with the right
kind of nurturance children may be able to develop with more awareness and greater logical
sense and hence enhanced power of conceptualization. Ergo, children of educated parents have
the advantage of being enveloped within an atmosphere of discourse that is directly or indirectly
affected by their urbane knowledge.

Educators are constantly concerned with the poor performance of the learners in geometry
The van Hiele theory was useful in analyzing the performance of the learners. The results of
this research identified a notable factor that could explain why learners experience difficulties
with school geometry in school.

Recommendations
From the findings of above studie following recommendations were reached:

0 the present study is limited to the higher secondary schools in Bankura district, similar studies
could be carried out in other parts of the country to affirm or refute the conclusion reached.

0 since parents education influences students' academic performance, the government and all
stakeholders in education sector should effort to implement its policy on basic education for all
and thus create an enlighten society in which every parent would be educated enough to have a
positive influence on their children.
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CRYSTAL STRUCTURE OF SOME CUPRA HIGH
TEMPERATURE SUPERCONDUCDRS -A COMRARATIVE
STUDY
Pijush Kanti Ghosh*

Abstract: The study of x-ray diffraction and neutron study of High temperature superconductors
(HTSC) show that the most of HTSC have Pervoskite structure. The main feature of Pervoskite
structur e is described in this aticle. The structure ofYBa,Cu,O, discussed in detailAlso the
structure of Bismuth-based, Thallium-based and Mercury-based HTSC has been discussed. The
comparison study among these HTSC is performed. Detailed study reveals that the
superconductivity occurs due to the presence of alternating multi layer of Cu@lanes in the oxide

superconductors.

Introduction:

For many years after the discovery of superconductithiy superconducting transition
temperature (J of niobium-tin alloy was the highest with 18.1 K. In 1973 it was discovered that
the film made out of Njfice become superconductingTat= 22.3 K. In 1986 Bednorz and
Muller Xreported that La-Ba-Cu-O system become superconducting as it cooled below 35 K.
All the subsequent work proved that there are high temperature superconductors. The transition
temperature of HgB&a Cu,O, ,found as 135 K and under pressure this rises to 164.K

8+0

High T_superconductors are new class of compounds, to know their crystal structure x-ray
diffraction along with neutron diffraction techniques are routinely used. These studies show that
the crystal structure of most of the cuprate high temperature superconductors (HTSCs)
resembles with Pervoskite structure.

Pervoskite structure:

Pervoskites take their name from the mineral which was first discovered in the Ural
Mountains of Russia in 1839 and it is named after the Russian mineralogist L.A. Pervoski. The
unit cell of a Pervoskite structure is a cube described by the general fé&aXBavhereA, B
and X are atoms of ddrent chemical elements present in the ratio 1A @&nd B atoms are
metallic cations and X atoms are non-metallic anibheA cation - the lagest of the two kinds
lies at the centre of each cube, the B cations occupy all the eight corners and X anions lies at the
mid points of cubes twelve edges.

*Assistant Professor, Department of Physics, Jhargram Raj College, Jhargram - 721507, Email: pkghoshwb@gmail.com
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Crystal structure of YBa,Cu,0O, .:

Beyers et al shown by Cu & x-ray powder difaction thatYBa,CuO,, has
orthorhombic structure with two Cu-O sheets in the a - b plane. The lattice parameters are a =
0.382 nm, b =0.388 nm and ¢ = 1.17 nm. The cell volume is of the order of 173 A. The lattice
parameters vary with oxygen content (Oxygen stoichiometry) i.e. dipafue. In general,
0=9d< 1. Ford 20.6 the structure is tetragonal and the sample becomes non superconducting.
Detailed study revels that remains around 90 K fro = 0 tod = 0.2.As d increased
decreases and for=1, T is zero.The value ob of sample depends upon processing condition
especially temperature and pressure. The oxygen stoichiometry is easily varied betiween O
O, due to the loosely bound oxygen atoms in the Cu-O chain.

. . ~
? f.--'! . F i

e | e Barium

| of—@-+—1

{ !—hl— a @ vuwium
I i Copper
® — ° ® Oxygen

® e

I‘—T s

Fig:1 Orthorhombic unit cell ofBa,Cu,0O,
(Taken from http://imchem.binghamton.edu/labs/super/superc.html)

TheYBa,Cu,0, is also calledr123 superconductorhe unit cell of it has six metal ions
and only seven oxygen ions, a deficiency of two oxygen ions accommodated by slight distortion
of the Pervoskite arrangement. In fact the unit cell can be thought of as being equivalent to
three distorted Pervoskite unit cells with &Ban centred in the top and bottom cells and an
Y3*ion centred in the middle cell. The boundaries between the Pervoskite like sub cells are
distorted layers of copper and oxygen ions. The analysis of charge balance shows that to
preserve charge neutrality one of the three copper ions must have the unusual vatance of
while the other two have the common valué*of
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Bi - based cuprate superconductors:

These are other important families of superconductors. These are represented by the
general formula B6r,Ca_ CunQ .. with n = 1, 2, 3. In this cuprate system several
superconducting phases can coexist in the same sample. So it is important to study the phase
composition by x-ray powder diffraction. The Cw K-ray powder diffraction shows that
Bi,Sr,CaCuQ,,, also known as Bi 2212 system has an orthorhombic structure with lattice
parameters a=0.541nm, b = 0.542 nm and ¢ = 3.09 nm. For Bi 2212 Jaampkefunction of
oxygen stoichiometry, was studied by Schweizer etal.They showed that fob = 0.2,
T_reaches its maximum value 95K. 8iCaCu,0, .also called Bi 2223 system has some
what similar structure with additional Ca/Cug€dabs inserted while Bi 2212 structure has two
CuQ, layers. B,Sr,Ca_CuO systems have pseudo tetragonal structure. Few crystal

2n+4+40
structure of Bi-based sample is shown in figure 2.
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Fig. 2 Crystal structure of Bi - based superconductors

Tl-based cuprate superconductors:

Thallium based superconductors, TI-Ba-Ca-Cu-O system was discovered by Sheng and
Hermanifl. T _of this kind of sample is about 100Khe general formula of this kind of sample
isTl Ba,Ca,_CunQ, ., . withm=1,2and n=1to &en Pervoskit related structure has been
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identified so farAll these have tetragonal structure at room temperallifBa,CaCuO,

(TI 2212) possess two CyQayers per unit cell where as BaCaCu,0, (Tl 2223) has

three CuQ layers per unit cell. In these superconduciprsicreases with the increase of
CuQ, layers. But it is found thalic decreases after four layers of GuOrystal structure of

TI 2212 and Tl 2223 is shown in figure 3. Lattice parameters for Tl 2212 system are a=b =
0.385 nm, ¢ = 2.939 nm afd=108 K. ForTl 2223 system a = b= 0.382 nm, ¢ = 3.626 nm and

T =125 KB,
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Fig: 3 Crystal structures of Tl 2212 and Tl 2223
(Source [7])

Hg-based cuprate superconductors:

Mercury based cuprate superconductors can be expressed by general formula
HgBaCa CuO, .. with n=1,2,3. These compounds are structurally similar to that of Tl-
based compounds. The synthesis of mercury based compound s frequently leads to mixture of
several superconducting phases. Putilin €t®algported that the compound HgBaO,

(Hg 1201) with only one Cu@ayer per unit cell shows superconducting transition temperature

T_=94K.A. Schilling et al.M discovered that HgB&a,Cu,0,,. ( Hg 1223) system with three
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layers of CuQper unit cell exhibit superconductivity with transition temperature about 130K.
The primitive unit cell of this kind of sample is tetragonal with lattice parametera=b =0.385 nm
and ¢ = 1.595 nm. Figure 4 shows the atom cluster model of central unit cells of Hg 1201 and
Hg1223 compounds.
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Fig:4Atom cluster model of (a) Hg 1201 and (b) Hg 1223 central unit cell.
(Source [7])

Comparison among the superconductors:

The critical temperature (Jfof Y123 sample with two CuQayers is nearly equal to the
T, of Bi 2212 sample. But Bi - based cuprate superconductors (Bi 2212 and Bi 2223) are
superior toY123 superconductors as they are resistant to water or humid atmodgptere.
variation of T_with number of CuQ planes studied by several researchét¥ Their
observations show thaifincreases with number of Cy@lanes but after a certain numper
again decreases. Researchét8!® are involved around the world to understand the crystal
structure and properties of HTS@scomparison of lattice parameterystal structure anf,
among some superconducting compounds is shown in table 1.
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Crystal structure, lattice parameterT;nb(;ecrlitical temperatyy@{Fome compounds

Compound Lattice Crystal No. of T.(K)
Parameter (nm) structure CuQ, planeg

YBa,Cu0, (Y123) a=0.382,b=0.388,c=107 Orthorhombic 2 9
Bi,Sr,CaCuy0, (Bi2212) a=0.541,b=0.542,c=3.00 Orthorhombic 2 85
Bi,Sr,CaCu,0, (Bi2223) a=b=0.539,c=3.69 Tetragonal 3 110
TI,Ba,CaCuQ, (TI2212) a=b=0.385,c=2.939 Tetragonal 2 108
TI,Ba,CaCu,0, (TI2223) a=b=0.382,c=3.626 Tetragonal 3 125
HgBaCuO, (Hg1201) a=b=0.38,c=0.95 Tetragonal 1 A
HgBaCaCu,0,(Hg1223) | a=b=0.385,c=1.595 Tetragonal 3 135

(Source of data: [5] )

Conclusion:

Crystal structures of superconducting cuprates are derived from Pervoskite structure.
Common feature among these superconductors are the presenceg pfadeSin the unit cell.
The critical temperature (JTof cuprate high temperature superconductors depends not only on
the number of Cugplanes but also on the lattice paraméteis leads to the dependencdof

upon applied pressure. Copper atom present in a unit cell has mixed valance, state€CQ:.

Finally it may be concluded that oxide HTSC are not ultimate, more search is required to find

new HTSC and understand their structure.
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VEDANTA PHILOSOPHYAND ITS DIFFERENTTRADITION
Debabrota Mondal*

Abstract: The Feddnm Philosopdy is the leader of Indian Philosophy. BEdariyans is the founder of
Veddnta, The Srefsee and e are the main discussing matter. The Seafiemen 18 the Supreme Soul and the
St is the Individual sowsl. But the thoughts of Sedlerg on Feddmeo have given us the world of
opportunity for new ideas and thoughts, which waorld is rethinking, Feddens philosoply expressed the
process of knowledge in detail, and sccepled six prumina. These six means of knowledge are Prafalsha
(Perception). Amwmdpe (Inference), Cpamdne (Companson), Arthdpard (Postwliaton), A nugdbebdh
{Mon-apprehension). and Sabda (Verbal Testimonyk The Ufrerg Whwdiess or the ddnekdnda of the
VWedas is Feaddnra Philosopin. This philosophy discuss abowt ffiag and Sradieea. But it is divided by many
sampraddia or branches or tradition. They are —fdvaite Vedanee, Vifiga Dvaira or 300 Sampeaddi,
Drvaine or Madleel or Brabman Xempraddva, Dveie-advairg or Nienadinva Sampradive, Sadiddvaitavidda
ar Sri Vallava Sampradava, Achintyabheddbhedovida or CGoudTyavaispava Sampradiva, Neo-beddnra,
Nen- Advaing.

Key words- Vedinta, Brahman, Pramana, Sampradaya, YVidva.
The Vedas are the source of Indian Philosophy. Cavaka, Bowddhe, Jaing, Samkive, Yoo,
Nvava, Vaitegtka, Mimamsa. Vedanto are the school of Indian Philosophy. The Vedas are
divided into two section, these ane farmakdngde and the fadnakands. Karmakdnda dealing with
the ritualistic and the jadnakandn dealing with the knowledge parts of the Veda. Indian
Phifosophy Veda + anta = Vedanta, the word *Veda® refers to the *four Vedas™ and the word
‘anta” refer to’ core” or ‘essence’ or’ end’ of the Vedas. The latter portion (ifdnakdnda) iz also
known as Feddnra, the substance of the Veda or the goal or the end of the Vedas. It s also
known as Fedamta Sitra, Sdrirakesitra, Utaromiméamsayitra, Pedsasfitra, Brahmoamimamsa,
Fadardvamariira and Upanizad, The Upaniyad means Brafmovidvd or the knowledge of
Brahma, The content of the Upanisads is ' Vedanavijianani', In the Sverdvatara Lpanigad, vi,
22 unfiold the highest mystery in the Feddra —

“veddrite paramat guhyam purdkalpe procodiam’

In the * Feddnta-sdra ' Feddng has been defined as — *veddnio ndma upanisatpramdnann... ", The
Lipanivadic knowledge is sa1d to be esoleric and secret. Bpveda is the ultimate source becagse
wie find vedantic thought even in the same of the earliest hymms of Bgveda, like Navodnoa sikta,
The Bgveda Samhiid is a collection of |028 Hymns (10552 rk), arranged in 10 Mandals, and
contmbuted by about 400 inspired seers or pocts.
Mumdviie philosophy is divided into two parts. One is Piirva MTmdhsd and another is Utiara
mimariwa. The founder of purva mimaisd 15 Jaimini and Bddardvana is the founder of Uttama
mimdrmsd philosophy. That is called Feddmia, Ascertainment of the Vedic text like ‘tartvamasi’
which proclaims the identity between the individual and the Brahman (J7va and Brabiman} is the

' lGarnbhisanands, Upanisad Granthabali, 2015) p- 436,
: {Sadanandayogindra & Pal, 2008} P- 19,

*Assistant Professor in Sanskrit. Goltaining College, HooghlyfEmail - debabrotasanskrit@gmail.com
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ultimate teaching of the Veda. The soul is twao tvpes, They are- Individual soul and the Supreme
soul. The individual soul 15 Jiva and the Supreme soul is the Lord.

The supreme soul or the utmost knowledge or Brahma or the Lord is eternal, Acharya Sankara
believes, Jiva and Bralman are not different, thev are same and the world of plurality is just
illusion or false. MMusion is like a dream. When we dreaming, it fells true and it comes to us as
real. But when sleep is over, then we come to know about the dream, which was false. The
ignorance closed our way to taste the reality of Brahma, The definion of Brahma is “safvan
Adnarh anantam brahman ", S0, the Brahma 1s real, knowledge and endless. The Brahma is a
conscious and creative one, who creates this beautiful Universe.

He is the cause of everything -

Pyt wil imdni bhditdand jdvante vena fatani fihanti,

vat pravanti abhisaribisantt tod bijijiaayasva tod brakma. "

S0, everything is taking birth from him, sustaimed by him and at the end everything will come
back to him,

Vedanig Mimdisd may also mean an argument which is favourable for determining the
simificance of Vedic text which expresses the Srahman is one without a second. In Vedic
philosophy it is said that Feddnta mimdsd is a seripture which assert the meaning of the Vedic
text on Srahma, Veddnta phifosophy has many sampraddave (tradition). The sarirake mimansa
bhiisya or Brakma sitra of Badaravana or Maharshi Fedavyasa is the basic source of Feddnia
Philasapiy,

Basically Veddnm Philosophy believes two tyvpes of knowledge— Pardvidvd (Higher knowledge)
and Apard vidyvd (Lower knowledge). Pardvidhd is the knowledge of Brhaman. the absolute and
Apardavidva is the knowledge of every other kind. bearing on the empirical world where the
plurality of names and forms s manifested.

The teachers of ddvaita Veddnta philoseply have gone into this aspect of the process of
knowledge in detail, and accepted six pramana. These six means of knowledge are Pranvaksha
{Perception), Amumdpa (Inference), Upamdna  (Comparisond, Arthdpari  (Postulation),
Anupadahdhl (Mon-apprehension), and Sobds (Verbal Testimony). These are the six valid means
of knowledge available o us, and we consciously or unconsciously use them too in our day to
day life w know various things which come our way.
Pratvaksha - Praonodsha or Perception implies direct, immediate cognition, The direct
perceptions are two types, external and mternal. The external perception implies cognition of
sense objects, namely - sound, touch, form, taste and smell by our five sense organs (ears, skin,
eves, tongue and nose). When any sensory organ connects with any object, then mind comes out
through this organ and takes shape of that particular object and that object perceived.
Anumdina - The word Amwendoe means knowing after. It means the method by which knowledge
is derived from knowledge, It 15 an indirect, mediate knowledge.
Upaména — This knowledge is the knowledge of similarities, It is near to inference, But it's
truly depends on the Perception,

Arthipatti - This means postulation, supposition or presumption of a fact. Here unknown [act
i derived from known fact through the valid method of mediate knowledge.
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Anupalabdhi - The Advaiting and the Mimasaka school of Kumatits Bhatt believe Anupalabdhi
tir be a separate independent pramiina. It literally means non-apprehension. Mon-existence of a
thing is apprehended by its non-perception.
Sabda - Sahda pramdna is verbal testimony, 1t is also called appta-vikyas (statcment of § trust-
worthy person, and agama (authentic word). A verbal statement, uttered or written, is man’s
maost potent instrument for transmitting knowledge.
Vedanta Sampradiya ( Tradition)
The Ulrtara Mimdaisd or the ffdnakdnda of the Vedas s Fedanig Phifosophy, This philosophy
discuss ahout jTve and brahma. But it s divided by many sampraddur or branches or tradition,
They are : i) Advaita Vedanta, 1) Visista Dwaita or 5ri Sampradfiya, iii) Dvaita or
Madhvior Brahman Sampradiva. iv) Dvait-advaita or Nimvaditva Sampradiiya,
v) Sudhfdvaitavida or Sri Vallava Sampradiya, vi) Achintyabhedibhedavada or
Goudivavaispava Sampradiya; vii). Neo-Vedidnta, viit) Neo-Advaita, ix) Advaira Veddnra,
The famous branch of all Fedaete branches is Advaita Vedanta. The term advaita means at
dvaira, 'a’ equal 1o non and “dvaite” equal to dualism. 5o the advaita means non-dualism,
Advaitn Vedinta has gained amention im western spirituality and new age, where various
traditions are seen as driven by some non - dual expenience. This branch accepts that brahma is
the only truth and the joger (world) is false, and fea, brahma is the same, The founder of this
philosophy is a Jagargiru .ﬁu:].ﬂ:mﬁt'f'n_‘m:_ The essence of this Advaita Vedinta philosophy
expressed in a half of Sanskrit Sloka:

“vadwkia grantha-kotivik

slokdrdhena provaksdmi

bl sy fogan mithvg

v frahaiva na gperad
That means Brahma 15 the only true, and his world of plumlity 15 an emror, the mdividoal self s
not apart or different from brahma.
This tradition is also known as kevalddveitavade. Vartikar explaimed' — “dvidherad
ghvitanmitvahnstadvdve dvaifamucrare. fannizedhens oddvaltalh probacavastibidhivare  This
is the vital opinion obeyed by the followers of Advita tradition. Kisakpisna, Faduri, Vasivia,
Astababra, Subadeva, Famodeve and Uddafoka — these sapes were advaita philosophers.
Acharya Vadardvana is including the all branches. After the period of Ach@va Vadardvana the
dgcharya (guna) were Achamva Goodapdda, some people told, Gowmgdapdaa were the disciple of
the son of vWidordvona Sukadeve. The time of advaitic tradition was the early part of the first
millennium A.D,
The founder of ddvaite Feddnte was Congupdada, because he composed Mandubva kdrkd, a
commentary. of Mandukya Upanisad, Wandukyve baeisd was the first complete advaitic worl.
The teacher of Saikara was Govinda Bhagabatpadacarva, who was the disciple of Gougapdda,
The sub-branch of Advaita Vedanta is Bhiimar prasthina and Vibaranpa prastfidng, The some of
the awthentic work of Advaita Vedinta s “Khondong Khandong Ehddva’ of Sri Harsha,
‘Brabmaxidhi® of Mandana Mishra, ‘Nodskarmyasidhi ' of Suresvaracirya, ‘Panchadasi’ of
Vidviranya, Feddamia Sdbartamukiavalt’ of Prokfcdnanda, Adveito Sidhi’ of Madhesadana

"(Safikara, Puri, & Jha, 2013) Vol-1, p-27.
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Saraswati, ‘Vedantosdgra”  of  Sod@nande Yogiedre,  and  CFeddmio Panibhdgg' of
Dharmardiadinvartndra,
[\ Wisista Dvaita / Sri Sampradéya -
The Fifisfe dvaite Vedingg proposed by Samdmeidedrvg. He was born inoa Tamil Brahmin
family in the village of Sriperumbudur. Tamil Nadu in 10" century AD. His parent was Sri
Keshavacarya and Sarikantimoti. He was also known as Udavavar, Ethirajar llyva Perumal,
emberumannar and laksmana muni. The most imponant Gcharya of their tradition was S0
Vaisnavas. He opposed Saikara’s Advaita Vedints and compared advaita to Buddhism,
Ramanuja provided bhaki as an intellectual basis for the practice. He tried to represent that in
his three commentaries- the Feddetfa Saveralie (on the Veda), the 3+ 8hdsya (on the Brahma
Siitea) and the Bhagavar-Gitgd Bhdgva (on the Bhagavat-Gitd). He also wrote Feddniadvipa,
Vedantasara,  Veddrthasdeasamgraha,  Gadvateava,  Nivvagrontha,  Vedante  Totvasdra,
Fispsahasranamalhayya, fra-Praswa-Mundohva-Seeraropanisadbidyva eto.
i) Pvaita £ Mddives’ Brafuean Somproddys :
The founder of Dvaita tradition was Madhvacirya (1199 - 1317 A.D). He was also known as
Plimaprajita. Vasudeva and Anandatirtha. His father’s name was Sri Niriyana bhatta and
mother was Vedovati. He was bor in Pajakakshetra besides the river of Dakshinatyva. The
explanation of the word “madbva’ through a sloka-
“mdaifvityrananda wdaistall varii fRdramucyale.
madfevet @nandaitrifg oedr teied mdrutitanl. *

Madhvacirya describes Sankara as a “demon born on earth”. Madhva and Sankara were born
enemies. The word ‘dvaita” means ‘dualism’. This iradition is also  known o as
Bhedavada, Tattvavada and Simbaprasifbombovdde. The key of this theory is, we percerving all
things and the world is real, not the illusion. This tradition believes tho God / Visgu and the
individunt souls / jiviitmi are independent and these are different. We found eight numbers of
disciple name. They are - 57 Hrisikesa firtha, Sr Marahari fintha, 56 Jandarddana tirtha, S
Upendra tirtha, S Vaman tirtha, 517 Visgu irtha, $17 Rama tirtha, 51 Adhokshaja tirtha and the
ninth number was a gribastha Padmanibha tirtha.
The live eternal differences discussed by Dvaita School. These five ¢teenal differences ane:

1) Between Individoal soul and God,

11 Between Indvvidual soul and Individul soul,

it Between God and Matter,

iv) Between Individual soul and Marter,

v} Between Matter and Matter.
He composes many books - a) Grabhdswa b)) Sderabhiasva, o) Arevvdllidne J) Anabhdsya
e} diterevads wpanigad bivdgya £) Tattvaviveka ete.

i), Bvaitddvaita Nisoedditee Sampraddya -

*Ividyabhisana & Sidhanta, Vedinta S0rrarm, 1993) Vol v, P 0.30.
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Nemwdefiova was the proposerer of Dvaitd@dvaita madition. It is alzo known as Sheda-abheda
vada. Nivandnandracharya was his identity. His time was 11" century AD. He was given his
identity as a disciple of Srimat Naradamuni, the disciple of Sanatkumar, His father was Aruni
Muni and mother was Sri Javanti. His concept was mixed with Dvaita & Advita theory. He
agrees with the Sonkara’s Advaita theory that is Jagar (Earth) is the transformation of the
Brohma and af the destruction all united with Brahma. Another he believes the existence of O
(pure consciousness), Ao (inert) and Jowea (Saguna Brahma/God). fvvea is different from it
and acit, Jsvea is independent {yvatanira-saftva-bhava) and free, while the existence of cit and
acit are controlled (para-tantra-sstiva-bhava) by Tsvea. He composes Vedanta bhasva namely
ffﬁ.lﬁ:rr'asmrmhhu. He also composes (Frd-Afdsva, Seddodrprdias, Dosaslobs, Sovigeg-Nirdes-
Sri Krape Stodra, and Pravelr Smardnsiorgd eic.

iv.) Sudhddvaitavada/Sri Vallava Sampradiya -

Veddanta philosophy of Shri Acharya Vallabha is known as Sudhddvairavida, He was born at the
village of Kdnkaravira near of ANidddabhalura in the 5" century C.E. His father was
Brohmanediihite, The name of  Sedhdchvaiiovdda is avikritaparinimavada. He was the one of
the best leaders of bhokti movement. His sugpested loving devotion o God Krsoa ond
household people also could achigve salvation through devotion. According to this tradition
HBrahma is apart from Mava, so Brahma is pure. He composes many books, like dnafhdoa
{commentary on Brahmastitral, Subfodfind {(sub commentary on Bhagvat), another imporiant
book of this wadition are BMdypaprabdds (explanation of Anubhisva) by Pursoftama, Rosfmi
{on Bhaspvaprakasa) of Gopesvara, Flavamamandana of Vitthalanatha, Promevaratndgra of
Vilakrsnabhatta
vl Achintvablied@bhedavdda or Gourfovaisnava Sampraddya
The Lord Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is the founder of Gouriva Feisnave tradition of the 6
century C.E. He has no composition on Medfinta stitma by omself, His verbal speech is the main
source of Gourfovaipmava Sanypradfye. This verhal speech gets writing form due to his disciple
Srirupa Goswami composes Uffvedonimand " and * Bhakeirasdmeitasimdhe . In the eight century
C.E Valadeva Fidvahhisane composes “Covindalfidzie ' on Brafmasia is another imporiant
work of this tradition of this tradition. Sri Chaitanya Mahdprabhu was bom in the 8™ Fehrunry,
486 C.E (1407 sakabda) and his father was Jagannatha Mishra and Sachi Deva at Mayapur of
Madia of present West Bengal, According to Chaitnva Deva “Devotion” is the only wav 1o
achieve freedom from our bondage.
Some ather famous composers of Gourtvavaisgava philosophy are following -

it Srla Ciopal Bhatta Goswama | 1425-1 5K dakabda)

i} Sfila Raghunath Bhatta Goswami (1427-1501 dakabda )

iii} Sfila Raghundthadas Goswami (1428-1504 sakabda )

v} $ﬁ Ershnadas Kaviri) Goswami

v)  Srinivis Achirya (1441 Sakabda)

vi) 5n Maroiam Thikur

Vi) Sn !-i:,.'umﬁnunda Prabhu

vinl] S Valadeva Vidyabhiisana so on,

vil. Neo-Vedanta
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Ramakrspa Deva, Swami Vivekanands, Rishi Aurchindo and Gandhiji plaved a role as Neo-
Vedantists in the 19™ century, They tried to reconcile *dualism’ with ‘non-dualism®, This
tradition rejected Sankara’s “universal illusion’ theory firmly. Aurchindo mativated *universal
illusion” to ‘universal realism’. Gandhiji accepted ‘Saprabfineinavavdde ' of Jain philosophy o
perceive the reality. We perceive the truth and reality through owr sensory organs from different
perspectives. These are not an tlusion at all. YVivekananda played o major role m the revival of
Hinduism, and the spread of Adwvaita Vedanta to the west via Ramakrishng Mission,
Vivekananda’s inferpretation of Advaita Vedinta known as “Neo-Vedinta™ He is called Second
Sankara, in 4 talk an intellectual faith too. In the talk of “The absolute and manifestation™ given
in at London in 1986 Swami Vivekananda said,

“l may make bold to say that only religion which agrees with, and even poeés a little
further than & Sasikara modem researcher, both on phvsical and moral lines is the Advaita; amd
that is why it appeals 10 modem scientists so much. They find that the old dualistic theories are
not enowgh for them, do not satisfy their necessity. A man mast have not only faith, but
intellectual faith too.”

Vivekananda represents Somidhi as a means to attain liberation, Vivekonanda does it
uniguely, when Smikara and Upanisad do not mention this.
vii). Meo- Advaita
The Meo-Advaita tradition was propounded by Ramana Maharshi, Ramana Maharshi was born
in Timchhli, Tamil MNadu on December 1879, He also knew as Asvenkatara man Iver. This
tradition was a new religions movement based on a popularised, western interpretation of
Advaita Veddnte and the teaching of Ramana Maharshi, His teaching has also been popularised
in the west. This tradition believes self - empowerment and self - therapy. The basis practice
neo-advaita 1s a self - enquiry.
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GENDER ISSUES REPRESENTED IN DIFFERENT
STORIES OF ENGLISH TEXTBOOK (MINDSCAPES)

UNDER WBCHSE
1Sutapa Koley. 2 Prof. Palash Das.

Abstract : This research investigates the representation of typical stereotypes regarding the
presentation of women characters in the different stories of English textbook (Mindscapes) under
WBCHSE. The main objective of this study is to find out how gender inequality creates a hindrance
in creating a barrier free learning environment. Gender stereotypes begin early as young children
learn socially desirable behaviours during daily interaction within family and societyThis gender
perception can be made positive ttough Education.Textual analysis has been conducted bgading

the text carefully to answer the research questions. But after intensive reading of the stories, with
minute character analysis, examining the plots and themes, evaluating the significance of the
female characters in these stories, the present study concludes that gender inequality and gender
stereotyping exist in these stories of this textbook. In conclusion the study provides certain
pedagogical implications and proposals which can bring awareness in our society and can eradicate
gender inequality from classroom and curriculum.

Keywords: Gender stereotypes, hindrance, women characters, textbook.

1. Introduction.
A textbook is a manual of instruction in any branch of stéidgxtbook is used as one of
the most importanteaching learning materials (TLM) in the classrodmne stories in the
textbooks provide diérent ideas, notions which influence the mind of the studéetshooks
are important aspects of education in how they incorporate language, diverse identities, and
human rights, particularly textbooks reflect issues of culture, gender and refigar from
conveying the basic knowledge in a particular subject magtebooks directly or indirectly
affect and tend to influence a child's upbringing by "transmitting models of social behaviour
norms and values" which are considered as acceptable and appropriate (UNESCO, 2009).
Textbooks not only impart knowledge but also it tends to influence a child's upbringing by
introducing models of social norms, behaviours and values. The characters are portrayed in
such a way so that the students can follow the conduct and morality of good characters and they
always try to avoid the flaws and evils of nefarious characters. The concepts, issues, themes
and characterization of stories presented in the text books always influence the student's way of
thinking.

*1 M.Ed Sudent (2017-19),Dept dieacher EducatioWVBUTTERA, India. E-mail: ranti.sutapa@gmail.com.
2Assistant Professobept ofTeacher EducatioWVBUTTERA, India. E-mail: palashingttc@gmail.com.
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The contents included in the textbooks should be presented in such a way so that the
disparity between men and women can be erdsatbooks should help students to understand
the roles most often assigned to men and women and also recognise those aspects of social
change need to build a democratic and sustainable social order where both the sexes will be
incorporated on an equal footing with the mainstream society

The National Policy on Education 1986 emphasised on the elimination of all kinds of
discrimination on the basis of gendBut still gender inequality and discrimination exist in
curriculum and textbook#t the Sate level there is a department of Education under which the
school system operates. Each has control of their departments in terms of teaching materials
like textbook selection and evaluation. In this research téite 8oard ofVest Bengal or the
West Bengal Council of Higher Secondary Education has been taken into consideration.

Language is the medium of communication and it reflects the societal structure and gender
perspective of a given societyanguage is closely linked to our relationship and is the medium
through which people participate in a variety of social activities. The language plays one of the
most important roles to develop the idea of gender relations, class, kinship, status and hierarchies.
In India language is sometimes and mainly taught through literature. Literature from time
immemorial has played a key role in teaching English to foreign and second language learners all
over the world. The roles of literature in teaching English language has been supported by many
researcher such as Collie and Slater (1987, p.3-6) on the basis that it provides scope for presenting
authentic materials for learners, helps in enriching the linguistic and cultural aspects of the
learners and emphasizes on the learners personal involvement. Each of the genres of literature
like prose, poetrydrama helps in inculcating &fent language skills in the learneffwus
literary-texts helps to develdocabularygrammarecritical thinking, communicative skills among
the studentsApart from the time spent with textbooks during class hours, the learners also
spend considerable amount of time reading these textbooks for revision and homework even out
of class. Furthermore, learners tend to consider textbooks to be infallible and hence do not
challenge the knowledge and values embedded therein (Chung, 2014).

So textbooks can be used as a medium to eradicate stereotypes so that student's achievement
and well-being are not affected. When they are old enough to go to school, their classroom
becomes the biggest influence and thus begins their exposure to the hidden curriculum of gender
specifically described as "the set of knowledge that is transmitted through the roles men and
women play in the staffing of schools, the way teachers treat male and female students, and the
manner in which adults interact with others" (Mustapha, 2013, p. 456). One factor that perpetrates
gender norms to students is gender bias in textbooks.

The country is trying hard to eradicate gender inequality to educate. RMSA also focuses on
secondary education. This stage of education encompasses critical mass of children between
the age group of 14-18 years. This stage of education serves as a bridge between elementary
and higher education. It is the twilight years of adolescence. In India, adolescence constitute
about one fifth of the population. This large and increasing share of adolescent and youth in
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India need to be provided with quality education that promotes empowerment, skills and
employability The other objectives include improving quality of education imparted at secondary
level through making all secondary school conform to prescribed norms, remove gecider
economic and disability barriers. If men and women are presented equally then the children
might grow up without any preconceived notion of gender rdlests which are written by
female authors should also be included equally with male authors. The usage of gender neutral
words, avoiding the usage of generic man, use of dual gender pronouns and representation of
gender in unconventional roles might have a positive impact on the minds of the learners.
(Bhattachans.2017)

In this present study the researcher will investigate how the genders are represented in
various stories of English textbook unifi¢BCHSE by critically studying th@exts.

2.0Objectives of the study

After studying the topic the researcher will be able to-

1) Find out the representation of typical stereotypes regarding the presentation of women
characters.

2) Identify the gender inequality and gender bias represented in these texts. It has been
observed that issues of gender sensitivity are very relevant and influential in the behaviour
of higher secondary school student's behaviour

3) Show how the gender stereotype and unequal representation of both the genders
affected the mind of students reading in class xi and Xii.

3. Research questions
The research questions will be as per as follows-
1) What part do these stories play in understanding gender inequality?
2) How genders are being represented in these stories?
3) Whether the characters have been portrayed in stereotypical way or not?
4) How the gender stereotype and unequal representation of both the genders affected
the mind of students?

4. Methodology

4.1 .Selection of text book

The study can be done on the English texts of all classes in Prideagndary and Higher
Secondary level (WBBPE,WBBSE,WBCHSE), but it was difficult to analyse all the stories
critically. So the English textbook Mindscapes untfest Bengal Council of Higher Secondary
Education(WBCHSE) was selected. This book was developed by the Expert Committee on
School Education (School Education Department, Governmeinest Bengal) and it was
published byVest Bengal Council of Higher Secondary Educafithe study could be done on
all the texts of English textbook (Mindscapes) under WBCHSE but it was restricted to only
four stories and one Play
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Name of the text Name of the author | Type of the text Class
Leela"s Friend RK Narayan Prose Xi
Karma Khushwant Singh Prose X
JimmyValentine O. Henry Prose X
The Eyes Have It Ruskin Bond Prose Xil
Proposal Anton Chekov Play Xii

4.2. Procedure of analysié- QualitativeAnalysis has applied to focus on the gender
representation, characterization, theme and plot. The stories were read and analysed critically
to find out how the male and female characters have been portrayed, how the women characters
play their gender roles which are forcefully ascribed to them and how the body language,
behaviouy attire, hobby of the women characters have been represented stereotypically

5. Analysis and Interpretation

Reflection of Gendert8reotypes presented in the characterization of Leela, Lashatiel,
the Blind Girl and Natalya in the stories Leela's Friend, Karma, Jiatgntine,The Eyes
Have It and Proposal respectively

Taken from R. K. Narayan's (1906-2001) short story collection ‘Malgudi [A942) the
story Leela's Friend is narrated in the third person by an unnamed narrator and after reading the
story the reader realises that Narayan may be exploring the theme of injustice. Sidda is wrongly
accused of stealing Leela's chain and despite his plea of innocence he knows that Leela's
parents do not believe hil.few days laterLeela's mother discovers the lost gold chain from
a tamarind pot which was dropped by Leela. $ivasanker learns all and informs the police
about the chain's discovehut does not allow Sidda to continue his job. Sidda's position does
not improve. He remains a criminal in their eyes.

Rashipuram Krishnaswamy Narayan's Leela's Friend is a simple tale of Indian middle
class family It covers wide range of themes like betrayal of trust, poverty and exploitation,
highlights the master servant relationship and also shows a child's prime right negligence. The
little girl child Leela is the victim of psychological and emotional abuses by her parents. She was
also the victim of verbal abuse by her mother who repeatedly scolded her and forcefully stopped
her to protest. She also wanted to confine her within boundary limiting Leela's freedom and
liberty. Her parents fails to provide love, comfort and trdfedion to her and this scarcity
creates a situation to grow up a friendship between Leela and Sidda.

The story Leela's friend reminds us of Rabindramagjore's famous short story ‘Kabuliwala’
(1892), the story of Rahamat, a middle aged fruit seller Kfganistan, comes to Calcutta for
business and befriends a small Bengali girl calls Mini. Narayan's story concentrates on Sidda, a
boy simple and honest but illiterate. He had some dark hidoitynow he is reformed but
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becomes a sad victim of master's cruelty despite of being a faithful playmate of his daughter
Leela. HoweverlLeela's friend is diérent from Kabuliwala but the messages conveyed in
these two stories are very close to each other

Sidda was a constant source of joy to LeAldawist comes to the story when Leela's
mother accuses Sidda of stealing Leela's necklace. Sidda is arrested and after a few days,
Leela's mother finds the necklace in a tamarind pot. When she tells her family it becomes clear
that Sidda is not a thief but Sidda does not receive any apology from the family

Even though the story looks like a simple story of apathy and domestic intolerance at the
same time the violation of child Rights is intertwined. Leela seems to be the pampered child of
her parents at the beginning of the story but gradually it is observed that she is neglected by her
mother and not taken care by her parents propgnly don't spend time with her and this is
why she becomes intimate with sidda and his company gives her supreme happiness. Mr and
Mrs Shivasanker fail to nourish Leela propeklgela is kind and sensitive but at the same time
stubborn and adamant. It is also noteworthy that Leela does not have freedom to speak for
Sidda and choose her friend fredly the end of the story she is no more allowed to take her
own decision.

In Khushwant Sing's (1915-2014) story ‘Karma’ ( taken from The Collected short stories
of Khushwant Singh(2005). Mohan Lal was a middle-aged man who worked in the British Raj.
He was ashamed to be an Indian and hence he tried to speak in Enghstgticired Hindustani
and to dress as if a high-ranked British official. He used to fill the crossword puzzles of newspapers,
which he intended to show his immense knowledge in English. His wife Lachmi was a traditional
Indian woman and due to this difference they were not having a happy married life.

The important event occurred on a journey of Mohan Lal and Lachmi in a train. Mohan Lal
made her sit in the general compartment and arranged his seat in first class compartment, which
was meant for British. There he saw two British soldiers who tried to abuse him. When the
arrogant Mohan Lal tried to oppose, he was thrown out of the train. He could only look through
the rails on the moving train.

These story also have instances of women deprivation and disempowerment in different
forms and at different level. The world believes in same norms and values, which claims women
are weaker sex or inferior sex. The values are inculcated during the very process of socialization
of children both in private domain (familyeergroup, and so on) and the public domain (school,
club, community and government institutions and so on.) Ironically girls and women also become
habituated to accept the social codes, norms and values.

This same thing happens in the story of Lachmi. She inculcates such discriminatory
patriarchal values in her minéind that is why Lachmi is seen to obey and act according.to Mr
Mohanlal. She never protests against her husband and confront with him. She appears to be
only a weak, whispering, timid and spineless creature. Lachmi is also a victim of patriarchal
hegemony as she is devoid of every kind of respect and love from her husband. Her rustic and
below average appearance, work as the forceful factor behinddanlal's unacceptance of
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Lachmi.A woman is naturally full of every kind of physical and emotional desires which are not
respected in case of Lachmi. Her husband never indulges in Physical relationship that is why
she remains childless. She was never called Mother by any Atskeparate room was also
allotted to Lachmi. Khushwant Singh portrays the sufferings of Indian middle class house wife
who finds herself confined to the cramped environment of unhappy married life that imposes on
her the demands of being obedient and submissive.

Taken from the collection ‘Roads of Destifi©09), Jimmy valentine by O. Henry iilidm
Sidney Porter-1862-1910) is a short story containing big emotions. The story begins with the
protagonist Jimmy/alentine's release from prisérhough he was initially sentenced to four
years, he only served ten months and thanked to his connections to other criminals in high
placesValentine was arrested and imprisoned for his involvement as a safecracker in a robbery
Upon release, he returns home to retrieve his safecracking tools and then leaves town. Meanwhile,
the detective who arrest&thlentine, Ben Price, begins to suspéalentine after a string of
cash robberies take place matchifadentine's stylé/alentine has travelled to EImofgkansas,
where he intends to rob the local bank. Instead, he falls in loveAnwithbelAdams, who
happens to be the banker's daugMalentine instantly decides that his bank-robbing days are
behind him and that he will walk the straight-and-narrow from now on. He decides to become a
shoemakertaking the pseudonym Ralph D. Spencer

The character oAnabel in the story of Jimmyalentine is highly &reotypical. Miss
AnabelAdams attracted Jimmy's attention the moment he savx¢mording to Jimmy she is
the finest girl in the world. He looked into her eyes, forgot what he was and became another
man. Jimmy's transformation from a safe cracker to an honest man was a result of his falling in
love with her Her influence on Jimmy is therefore profouAdabel has been portrayed as
epitome of love and mercis if she has nowhere to go, in spite of knowing that Jipinsy
fiancé had a dark past. He was a burglar and spent half of his life in jail. She has been presented
as a weak, naive and helpless figure. Patience, sacrifice, dependence these are the virtues with
which she has been present@édabel, being unselfish, a perfect daughter and a fiancé
subsequently surrenders herself to Jimmy without questioning his past. Qualities such as shyness
or fear of rejection is also there in her charaotdro is thereby portrayed as an insecure
character who depends emotionally on her would be husband.

‘The Eyes Have It' (1953) is a short story by Ruskin Bond (1934-) that was originally
published in Contemporary Indian Englisioi$es.The narrator of this stora blind man was
going to Dehradun by train when he met a girl and had a chat witfhieegirl told him that she
was going to Saharanpur where her aunt would come to take her Aftenesome more
interesting talks, the narrator told hquite daringlythat she had an interesting face. She was
happy at this and replied that it was indeed a welcome deviation from the often repeated phrase:
"You have a pretty face". Soon it was time for the girl to bid goodbye as the train arrived at her
destination. Then the author heard a commotion near the door of the carriage and he could hear
a man apologizing. The man then entered the compartment and apologized, as a matter of fact,
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for not being as attractive a traveling companion as his predecBEssa is a twist at the end

of the storyWhen the narrator asked him if the girl had her hair long or short, he replied with
interest that he had not noticed her hair but only her eyes, which were beautiful but of no use to
her, as she was completely blind.

Representation of blindness of the girl symbolizes the stereotypical blindness of a woman
as an inevitable consequence of patriarchal predetermined rules and regulations through which
a girl's mentality is conditioned and through which she has to pass her life .A girl's ability of free
and liberal thinking is driven away gradualiyie blind girl in the story is also shown as dependent
on her parents and aunt that highlights the thought in a manner of a girl's subjugation to others.
Gender stereotyping is also found in ordering behaving manual on the part of the parents towards
the blind girl. She was given instruction what to do, where to keep things, how to avoid strangers
while travelling in the train. The idea of female subalternity that speaks about female as ignorant
with less acquisition of knowledge is also reflected here. The Parents acted like commanders by
dictating the blind girl what to do and what not.

"The Proposal' is a one-act playfarce, by the Russian short story writer and dramatist
Anton Chekhov (1860-1904). It was written in 1888-89. The play is about the tendency of
wealthy families to seek ties with other wealthy families, to increase their estates by encouraging
marriages that make good economic sense. lvan Lomtong time wealthy neighbour of
Stepan Chubukqwalso wealthycomes to seek the hand of Chubukov's twenty-five-gkear
daughter Natalya All three are quarrelsome people, and they quarrel over petty iFhees.
proposal is in danger of being forgotten amidst all this quarrelling. But economic good sense
ensures that the proposal is made, after all - although the quarrelling perhaps continues.

Natalya $epanovna has also been presented as a burden to herShathier getting older
and her father is failed to give her marriage. The play clearly states that marriage of Natalya is
only for economic gain and social stabilljatalya is used only for conveniences and economics.
Though she is as excitable as her fathrd since she is the daughter of a landowslee has
the advantages of influence, social position, and md@tey also has good looks, an outgoing
personalityand a doting fatheBo, one can see that these "advantages" have created a spoiled
young woman. When smooth talk does not work, Natalya Stepanovna does not hesitate to
argue, shout, demand, or become hysterical.

Thus it is seen that all these female characters are dominated and subjugated by the male
members of society

6. Recommendation:

Since textual materials are pivotal sources of knowledge it is important that they include
issues of equity and equalips children both boys and girls from all segments of society access
them. Therefore, equal portrayal of Gender relation and their contributions are important. In
order to eradicate gender inequalitye teacher should remove the wrong ideas embedded in
the mind of the students thatbomen are simply been considered as a housewife, docile figure,
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source of physical pleasure, psychologically less developed than man, intellectually, iaferior
failure in social liabilities, someone who is dependent on man for her existence, etc.

One thing is notable why this discrimination still exisistually our mentality and stubborn
nature is also responsible for long existing discrimination. Jean Jacques Rousseau is one of the
most influential thinkers of 18th century and well known for his espousal of human rights and
freedom. But we feel surprised to see Rousseau also recommended different education for
Boys and Girls in Emile (1772). The dilemma posed by these influential thinkers on the kind of
education suitable for boys and girls has remained in educational policies. It continues to restrict
women's access to education even todidus substantive societal changes are required to
enable women to access the desired goal of autaridmoyugh MaryWoolstonecraft's (1759-

1797) powerful critique on Rousseau's treatise was expressed in hérh®dkdication of
the Rights ofVomen (1792).

More stories should be included in the textbooks which present equal representation of
genderWritings of female authors should be includ€de students should be told that there is
nothing which can be called as girlish and boyish. Usually we see that if a boy enjoys doing
household work (contrary to normative masculinity) is laughed at. In this context, for example
we may mention the characfesu in Rabindranatifiagore's short story ‘Ginnjthe mistress of
the house) where this boy was humiliated for playing with his little sister's dolls and was called
Ginni (the mistress of the hous&hd on the other hand if a girl is good in sports feels embarrassed
to pursue it as social norms discourage girls to display the body of girls post-puberty

Parents role is also important to eradicate gender ineqii@éy should treat their children
equally irrespective of their gend&hat parents should play their roles with equity is dealing
with their wards because discrimination starts from the fafftily awareness should be spread
among the students on health issues, sexually transmitted diseases, early pregnencies and unsafe
abortions which are a major health risks for girls and young women.

At present time the gradual erosion of the stereotypes are also noticeable. The recent film
"Pad Man" tackles the "shame" that our society insists on imposing on Menstruation. From
women being ostracized during"that time of the month" to young girls, shying away from school
to avoid any "embarrassment”. R Balki's much hyped film is based on the real life story of
Arunachalam Muruganantham (role playedMghya Kumar) called India's "menstrual man"
for transforming the lives of underprivileged women who had to use old rags, sand and leaves
during their periods. Despite being peppered with melodrama and some scenes that go on for
too long, the entertaining Pad Man delivers a robust message - the importance of women's
menstrual healttAs an agent of patriarchy he was a pioneering figure to liberate women from
societal bondages both physically and financially

Another incident that also challenge the gender inequality is the landmark verdict, the Supreme
Court scrapped the controversial Section 377, a 158-year-old colonial law on consensual gay
sex.The Supreme Court reversed its own decision and said Section 377 is irrational and. arbitrary
"LGBT Community has same rights as of any ordinary citizen. Respect for individual choice is
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the essence of liberty; LGBT community possesses equal rights under the constitution. So
criminalizing gay sex is irrational and indefensible. So the third gender who are most commonly
referred to as belonging to the LGBT community are invisible in the stories of this textbook
although they are very much visible as part of the sodBhattacharya S, 2017)

7. Conclusion:

Literature, as a part of culture, revises and rewrites values in consonance with the changing
times of societyUnfortunatelydespite all the benefits of constitutional rights in our country and
scientific and ideological advancement at global and national levels, women stifjeinlanber
occupy peripheral space in the socio cultural and political arena. The problem lies in the fixed
mind set fuelled by the desire to control and age old beliefs and biases tearing the social fabric
of our culture. This study is done to spread awareness and include more topics and texts which
have equal representation of male and female genders. Gender inclusive texts too can be added
to the syllabus so that the stereotypical notions can be broken. The characters in the textbooks
should be presented in an unconventional wapick should be included more on the recent
trends and issues of societyhus positive changes should be brought so that the minds of the
young learners make themselves free from all narrow prejudices and biases regarding the issues
of gender
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EDUCATION, DEMOCRACYAND PUBLIC LIBRARY-AN

INTEGRATEDAPPROACH
Dr. Pranab Kumar Ganguly*

ABSTRACT: education, democracy and public libray, though conceptually diferent but
functionally interrelated concepts. Education is one of the fundamental preconditions for the
success of democracyhe Constitution of India declares free and compulsoy education forall
children up to the age of 14 and emphasises educational development of the nation. Ours is a
parliamentary democracy and for that matter a representative democracy or in other words, a
participator y democracy So, people paticipate in fr ee and faielections oiin the process of franchise
and choose their representatives to form government. So, as expected in a system of representative
democracy people's paticipation in the process of democracymust be judicious and conscientious
to choose right representative. Citizens are also required to participate in national debates and
discussions. But, mostegrettably, even afteflong years of independence, ores of people in India
are illiterate and living below poverty line, while many others are living at the level of poverty till
date who also remain in the process of rationalisation of power through free and fair elections. So,
for their meaningful participation in thepr ocess of democragyhese citizensshould be educated,
socio-politically conscious and well-informed. Hence, in order to make them able citizens,what is
most urgently neededis their educational and socio-economic development by ensuring their active
participation in mass education and awareness development programmes and by developing their
habit of life-long learning with view toachieve success ofoparticipator y democracy For successful
implementation of the mass education mrgrammes the ole of Public library, which is also known

as community information and resouice cente orpeople's university will have to be exhaustively
utilised. In this article attempts have been made to discuss how public libraries by collaboration
among themselves and also in collaboration with other agents of mass education can utilise their
vast service potentials in effectively implementing the target-oriented mass education programmes
for creating able citizens to achieve the basic objectives of our representative democratic system
or that of our secular democratic republic.

To be sure, interrelationship or interdependence is the essence of human Isofaety
society is a network of inter human relationship. This interrelationship is crucial not only for
social system we develop but equally important for social structure too-an underlined structure
without which man cannot live social and human life. Similainly three factors like education,
democracy and public library-as an agent of education-though conceptually different, but
functionally related to one anothd@here are some elements that contribute enormously not
merely to the sustenance of social structure and social system, but equally contribute to the
success of democra@specially to that of representative democr@uyte logically the result

*Librarian (SG), GovtTraining College, HooghlfE-mail : gangulypranab1958@gmail.com
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is the development of a healthy democracy as we, the people belonging to the system of
representative democra@tways desire for and very often talk about also. One such important
element is educationwhich is a systematic process through which a child or an adult acquires
knowledge, experience, skills, sound attitude and an analytical mind which are considered to be
very important factors for today's representative democracy in order to yield desired fruits. In
fact, democracy to be successful, its root i.e. society essentially needs to be civilised and
socialised.For such a society education is the only means.

Education has been described as a process of waking up to life. It helps to understand the
life and its mysteries, its solvable problems and the ways to solve the same. Education helps to
understand the interdependence of all things, to the threat to our global village, the power within
the human race to create alternatives to the obstacles entrenched in economic, social and political
structures that prevent our waking up. Education in the broadest sense of the term meant to aid
the human being in his/her pursuit of wholeness which implies the harmonious development of
all the potentialities which a human child gets by birth. In other words, education helps to ensure
harmonious development of the physical, mental, moral (spiritual) and social faculties-the four
dimensions of life-for a life of dedicated service. Education is not merely collection of some
information. It is acquisition of experiences through life in social and natural environment. It
includes all the knowledge and experiences acquired during infamtyhood, adolescence,
youth, manhood and old age through any agency of education through formal, informal and non-
formal approaches and in many cases through self-learning process. So, in this sense life is
education and education is life. Whatever broadens our horizons, deepens our insights, refines
our reactions and stimulates thought and feeling educates us.

Moreover adjustment is primary is ruleof human life. Life is a struggle for adjustment. In
a democracy a citizen has to perform multifarious civic duties and responsibilities. The Secondary
Education Commission (1951-52) has greatly emphasised citizenship training in schools. Such
training includes the development of certain qualities to character such as clear thinking, clearness
in speech and writing, art of community living, co-operation, toleration, and sense of patriotism
and sense of world citizenship. So, education is not only a necessity of life, it is as essential as
food and drinking.A human child has to necessarily learn norm and values of group existence to
become an accepted andeefive member of the group. Howeyéne term 'education' has
been defined in many wayEaken all these definitions together it may be opined that education
is such a factor that helps to ensure all round development of a man's innate capacities, his
personality and thus human resource development which is at the same time one of the key
factors for the success of democracy

Moreover education is regarded as sub-system of society since society as a whole has
great control over its process. But though education is rooted in society there cannot be any
mechanical relationship between the two, because after being rooted in society the sub-system
like education itself exercises much influence over its birth place; because education or the
process of learning helps to develop skilled manpower as human resources that make significant
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contributions to the incremental social change and thereby keeps society dynamic. So, education
acts as an instrument of social changewed from this perspective, society and its sub-
system, it may be argued, are mutually dependent. Education in every society performs three-
fold function by maintaining, transmitting and creating social values, ideals, beliefs and culture.
Man's socialisation is a majorsocial function of education. Through the process of enculturation
every human being is provided with awareness about social duties and training in leadership
which is a much-required factor for the success of demacfagyut it diferently; citizen's
awareness development through the development of required knowledge, experience and
information-seeking behaviourcan never be underestimated in order to achieve the basic objectives
and ideals of people's democra&ressing this social context of education the Report of
International Commission on the Development of Education, "Learning to Be" states: "As far
back we can go in the history of education-which admittedly not very far-it emerges as a
national characteristic of human societies in all phases of their development. It has never itself
ceased to develop. It has been the bearer of humanity's most noble ideas". This statement also
proves the need and importance of social function of educatimin, Kautilya, the famous
Indian thinker and philosophesrays, "Education means training for the country and love for the
nation". Besides, John Dewey has said that, "all education proceeds by the participation of the
individual in the social consciousness of the race." So, what Kautilya realised long ago regarding
the importance of social function of education is absolutely valid for and relevant to the success
of democracy todaylo be sure, education is a social capital and investment and therefore,
education of the people, who act as driving force of sqaieds to be given first and foremost
importance, otherwise our democratic system will lag far behind the achievement of its ideals.
It deserves mention that every society has its own peculiarities and its own exclusive features;
or in other words, every society is basically unique with its own features like goals, values,
needs, aspirations, institutions, system of folkways and mores and the like. India even after her
long years of independence is still away from the achievement of many an area of aspirations
like social justice, fraterniigommunal harmony or national integration and many other democratic
ideals. The factor like national integration deserves particular mention in a country like ours.
Our federal system is characterised by diversity in many important fields where we find the
prevalence of multilingualism, multiculturalism, multireligionism etc. Here we also find many
problems like casteism including the problem of untouchafsitgessionist movement, terrorist
attacks increasing rate of anti-social activities, erosion of values,student unrest, in many cases
absence of mutual trust, population explosion, illiterpoyerty many other internal strife and
innumerable socio-cultural problems which are detrimental to social structure and quite naturally
to the development of a sense of belongingness and that of a sense of nationalism-an important
issue for every governance. Our government is still being confronted with many a problem
relating to the question of nationalism due to the problems stated above. While it is true that in
spite of such diversities India is still one country and one nation, one can not ignore the elements
of disintegrationthat are eroding the root of our national unity and inte@¥itiiout education
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and knowledge base no nation can fight against these disintegrating forces.

Again, education and polity are interrelated factdssit is observed, normally the high
officials and national political leaders with good educational background influence the political
process. They play predominant role in the process of decision making in case of many major
socio-political and economic issues. In spite of equality of opportunity for every citizen in a
democratic system, it does not escape our attention that the persons belonging to higher income
groups normally get better or high quality of education and accordingly the students getting
education in the institutions of excellence which is at the same time very, postiycally get
better opportunity to occupy higher occupational and professional fiaged from this point
of view, we cannot deny the relation between economic condition and better educational
opportunity Besides, in our country the factors like caste and education are not isolated
phenomena. In spite of the constitutional safeguards and some measures taken by our democratic
government for the uplipment of the backward communities and lower caste group people,
many a people belonging to such segment of socio-economic system fail to get high quality of
education and for that matter they have to remain away from occupying key position in different
occupation and profession. So, in India and also in many third world countries in spite of equality
of educational opportunity in the eyes of lanactual practice, due to socio-cultural backwardness,
economic problem, problem of transport, caste, sex, race and such other factors, are found to be
detrimental to education for many and that to high quality education to many others. It cannot be
denied that the situation is better to some extent in urban areas and in some parts of the rural
areas with better opportunity to have access to information, but in most of the rural areas the
picture is painfully discouraging and worse for many rural women who, in many cases, are still
discouraged to get education. Quite admittesiigh vices are coming in the way of eradication
of illiteracy, further educational development of such people that obviously leads to tgemeeer
of a literate and information literate society with educated and conscious citizens having ability
to conscientiously participate in national debates and discussion, to express their opinion in
various local, regional and national issues and thus to participate meaningfully in the process of
democracyt may be sated that in India constitutionally education is the fundamental right of
every citizen; but in practice there remains a difference between theory and practice, as it is
found in case of a major section of people or in other words, that of the constitutional declaration
and its implementation. There is no denying the fact that such evil forces lead to the erosion of
the very root of democrach order to combat these challenges proper educational development
is the need of the hauNeedless to saguarantee of education for all should never remain
confined to the pages of paper only; adequate measures are to be taken to achieve this constitutional
objective without further delaWhile it is true that we are blessed with a system of demaqcracy
it is true at same time that we are still lagging behind the achievement of the valuable ideals of
democracy and yet to create a democratic environment.

Education develops according to the changing situation. In fact, the real education is one
that develops a man to the full according to inherent tendencies with emphasis on concurrent
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development of society of which he is an integral part. Education is purposeful activity that
brings desirable changasewed from historical perspective, aims of education are not fixed,
eternal or universal; aims of education change with the changing situation.

Speaking historicallyin ancient India the ideal of life was basically spiritualistic; aim of
education was determined by the then conception of life. So, during this time the aim of education
was self-realisation or realisation of Brahma othsolute. During the middle ages, education
was wholly a priestly affair and it was absolutely formal in character and spiritual in outlook
during this timeAgain, with the passage of time education eyadwith diferent aimi.e. bread
and butter aim or utilitarian aim. In this time it was used to be thought that ideals of education are
useless unless these aims enable us to procure primary needs of our life-food, shelter and
clothing. So, the aims and ideals of education kept on changing and are still in the process of
changeAs a matter of fact, with the changes in the needs of mankind our system of education
was also simultaneously changed both in its form and contents. Human society is in a constant
process of change and accordinghe social changes like development of trade and commerce,
the shift from agriculture to manufacturing, industrialisation, urbanisation, development of science
and technology and resultant information boom, political independence and changes in many
other fields exposed the man to new kinds of challenges. Quite ngtoratiywas in search of
new kind of knowledge to combat the challenges both for their survival and further progress. So,
such necessity of felt knowledge significantly influenced the system of education and the nature
of educational institutions. So in view of the changing situation and consequently increasing
thrust for varied knowledge people should be imparted education and the knowledge base is to
be prepared as per their needs in this age of knowledge explosion. It is to be noted, man's
educational development or development of knowledge base and consequent increase in his
work capacity are directly and very actively linked with poverty alleviation and his upward
social mobility Quite logicallyone might ague from this point of view that mere literacy knowledge
or formal education can hardly be sufficient condition for socio-economic and cultural uplipment
of the crores of downtrodden people who also exercise their right to franchise and accordingly
remain at the base of a people's democrHuys, apart from mere reading, writing and some
arithmetic, the functional knowledge which is profitably linked with their economic betterment
and socio-cultural development must be simultaneously given required amount of emphasis in
order to usher a fruitful representative democracy as is very frequently talked about.

In this article, three major concepts like ‘education’, 'democracy' and 'public library along
with their inter relationship deserve particular importance. Sotli@ar meaning, need and
importance of education in every man's life have been discussed. Before proceeding further a
few lines regarding the concept of democracy will perhaps not be irrelevant. In writing about
the meaning of democracy very frequently we come across a very common definition of the
concept of 'democracy' which is: democracy refers to a government by the people, of the
people and for the people. In terms of this definition one might opine without any ifs and buts
that people remain at the root of democra8y with the emphasis on the collective will of all

112



M ANAN, Vol. IV, No. 1 & 2, January & July 2017 ISSN-2348-3849

the voters democracy can be characterised as a form of political collectivismbecause it is defined
as a form of government in which all eligible citizens have an equal say in law making. The
source of authority of government is a fundamental principle of demodfaeg elections and

other forms of civic participation are essential to democfiacjay more and more democracies

are adopting federalism or some form of decentralisafioput it diferently, democracy is a

system of government in which a country's political leaders are chosen by the people in regular
free and fair elections. In a democracy people have the choice between different candidates
and parties who want the power to govern. People have the right to replace their elected leaders
and representatives if they do not perform well. Here government is based on the will of the
people. The key role of the citizens in democracy is participation. The citizens have an obligation
to be informed about public issues to monitor the conduct of their leaders and representatives
and to express their own opinion. Participation involves voting in elections, debating issues,
attending community meetings, becoming involved in private, voluntary organisations. In fact,
participation is most important in a democrd@gmocracy means rule by the people through
elected representative-in indirect democratsre the members of a society vote for the leaders

to represent in the decisions and actions of the political process. So, in a representative democracy
people should actively and conscientiously participate in political and civic life. In this system
power should never be held by a small group of individuals. It is to be stated in this context that
the parliamentary democracy is a representative democracy

It becomes obvious from the discussion of the meaning of democracy that active and

judicious participation of the citizens is the most important factor for effective working of a
representative democratic system. It is equally important to note that active participation requires
some basic qualities of the citizens that may be briefly cited as:

a. People should have abilities of understanding political problems;

b. Should have qualities like a sense of sacrifice, frateytympathyhonestydiscipline;

c. Ability to form opinion on important issues;

d. Sound physical and mental development;

e. Should have knowledge of their rights and duties; to perform one's duties one should be
conscious of one's rights so that government do not get any opportunity of becoming
autocrat; so constant vigilance is the price of liberty;

f. Spirit of co-operation, high moral standard, tolerance and spirit of unity;

g. Ability to face and combat challenges and to take right decision and many other qualities
required for the success of a representative democracy

One can never disagree on the point that development of all such qualities of the citizens

can be acquired only through a sound system of education. It is true that man is born with
potentials; but without proper education and training in a healthy social environment the
development of the in-born potentials can hardly be realised. In such a situation, the question of
human resource development will suffer serious setback which is painfully discouraging for a
healthy representative democraogcause education and democracy are inextricably linked. In
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every representative democrapgwer is ultimately vested inthe massdse political power
exercised by the political parties, those which are in power in particutationalised through

the participation of the masses in election. So, the power exercised by a democratic government
is recognised by the electorate through the process voting and the power is rationalised accordingly
So, in a people's democracy will of the people is the ultimate source of rational jotler

context it deserves particular mention, without educational development and that of knowledge
base, formation of rational outlook and thereby development of rational will of the people is too
remote a possibilitHence, mass education or public education, civic education extends collective
wisdom. So, the development of a literate society should be central focus for social mobility and
social transformationnecessary for political continuity and economic growth without which success
of representative democracy will remain a far. Gtyerefore, one might repeatedly point out

that without a strong socio-cultural base a representative democracy can not yield desired
results.

Needless to sapresent is the continuation of the past. So, one might ask a relevant question
in this context: when India achieved her political independence how was its socio-cultural base?
Was its mature to accept representative democracy? In response to such a question one might
opine that economic factor plays an important role in creating social base for the success of
democracyLipsetin his "Political ManThe Social Base of Politics", has stated, "the more well-
to-do a nation, the greater the chances that it will sustain democracy". Poverty is always
detrimental to a man's tolerance and lack of tolerance does not correspond to the temperament
of democracyThe economically developed countries or the advanced democracy of west can
be cited as example regarding how developed economy helps to strengthen the social base of
democracyBut it should not be fgotten that economic factor is not thefignt condition for
the success of democraGermanyfor example, in spite of being economically advanced, was
deviated from the path of democracy under the undemocratic leadership of3ditlepirit of
democracy is also another important factor which was prominent in England prior to
industrialisation and people of England snatched political poweit no one, perhaps, can
disagree that for the success of representative democracy economic condition of a country
deserves importancipart from economic factpcultural factor should not escape our attention.

No democratic movement can crystallise without awareness of the people.Education, social
and political culture always functions behind the rise of democracy and for its effective operation.
Demaocracy to be successful must have corresponding political culture that can never be imported,
but must develop from within. In the context of political culture some important factors are:

a. People must be willing to accept democracy;

b. They should have ability and temperament to do what is necessary to keep democracy
working and to get it enriched. People with dogmatic feudal culture can never develop
such political culture consistent with the spirit of democratic environment. For instance,
countries with predominance of regressive feudal social institutions give more recognition
on ascribed status than the one that an individual has to achieve-a cultural practice that
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hardly corresponds to the ideals or spirit of democr@agh a situation is detrimental

to the democratic work culture or work ethics.Morepgemality of leadership plays
significant role in organising a social movement. Historically speaking, society since its
inception has undergone several changes where leadership as subjective factor has
played most effective and sometimes decisive role in bringing both quantitative as well
as qualitative changes.Mere objective condition-that are normally attributed to socio-
economic factors-are not sufficient condition for right direction of any movement with

a view to heralding in a new order-social, political and economic. Therefore, for the
emergence and establishment of democratic system leadership deserves utmost
importance. In fact, stability of any socio-political systemand democratic system in
particular depends to a lge extent on two fundamental factors:

a. Legitimacy and

b. Effectiveness that can be ensureddpart from other factors, reasonable, honest and

conscientious leadership. So, in the context of democratic movement one might quite
reasonably argue that leadership dominated by the spirit of feudalism and having close
ties with land or agricultural economy is not likely to be consistent with democratic
movement.

Now in view of these factors that play decisive role behind the emergence and establishment
of democratic system, one has to observe how far these factors prevailed and played their part
behind the acceptance of parliamentary democracy in India with the spirit and ideal of democratic
socialism as stated in the Preamble of the Indian Constitution. It has to be observed further how
far this system with all its ideas and ideals has been established thereafter and produced the
results up to the expectation of the peofpthmittedly, India is a country having bitter experience
of foreign invasion affecting her very indigenous system of development-a country that was for
several hundred years under the subjugation of the foreign rulers. This prolonged subjugation,
repression and deprivation of individual liberty led to the development of political agitation that
was manifested through national movement. Some might argue that this awakening was more
for political autonomy than for libertgquality and fraternity that act as the guiding principle and
very spirit of a democratic movement-a spirit that was found in French Revolution of 1789.
Many critics prefer to say that political agitation in India was the work of a few wire pulling
lawyers and professional politicians of high caste elites while others prefer to say that India
could not develop into a nation in western sense of the term and that whatever political movement
with pseudo-national colour existed in India had their root deep in traditional, instinctively anti-
western sources. The so called national movement was engineered by small elite groups of
traditional society who, in their viewid not have general interests of people.They furtigeiear
that it was a revolt of younger generation, especially in Bengal, that draws inspirations from
religious and philosophical sourc@#is younger generation was, so to, $&rdly inspired by
the spirit and guiding principles of democracy and lihentyality and fraternity in view of the
deplorable socio-economic condition of the bulk of the common people. Therefore, the cry for
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democracy did not crystallise along with the national movement for political autdnoidgntally
R. C. Majumder and Bipan Chandra argued that India did not constitute into a composite national
unit on the eve of the British conquestcording to R. C. Majumdethe conception of India as
a whole had no application to actual politics till the sixties or seventies of the 19th ddntiay
such a social condition the creation of an environment for organising movement for democracy
was a remote possibilitfhe historians using Marxist concepts in their analysis emphasised, in
view of the widening political activities as a result of the first world fusndamental economic
and social changes, but the neo-traditionalist historians tend tpadeoyding to Rajat Kumar
Roy, any fundamental economic changes in India under the imperial rule and emphasises rather
than institutional changessuch as English education which affected the existing balance between
different groups in traditional society

Some schools of historians attribute no major role to social changes, whether produced by
economic forces or by institutional innovations. In their view there were no decisive mechanisms
of change within Indian societit was an external mechanism of alien government-its steady
expansion from the late 19th centuitg growing interference with autonomous locality
induction of Indian politicians into government through successive constitutional reforms-that
provided the initiatives for political change, but hardly helped to develop the social base for
heralding the democratic system. It also deserves mention that M. N. Roy tried to set the Indian
national movement in the universal Marxist framework of the development of human.society
Roy argued that India was not under a federal system, but was already within the orbit of
capitalism and moving towards a capitalist mode of production as opposed to Lenin's thesis that
India was under a federal system. But ultimately he had to step back and withdraw from this
view of giving Marxist orientation to our national movement for political autondmfact,
considerations of caste and community received heavy weightage and in view of this reality
many historians have deliberately avoided the concept of class and utilised instead the concept
of 'status group' and 'educated elite' sprung from the institutional innovations of the British rule
apart from having their communal and caste affiliation-groups that operated as the determining
units of politics in British India. So, the nature of such politics might be said to be determined not
by social bonds, but by individual expectations of poWerefore, the changes that were found
were basically wrought by administrative development than by technological or industrial progress.
Again, class consciousness among the status group was parochial during colonial period; there
had been no clear-cut classes like bourgeoisie, working class and the peasantry unlike that in the
west.We can not say in definite terms that during 19th century our society was transformed
from a status and relatively close society to an open one where social and political relationships
were not determined by caste and customs, but shaped 'class' as an economic category that
could provide India's social classes an economic basis. Moregheto franchise was given in
1921 for which they were not prepared; majority of the million new voters were rural illiterates.
Bengali Muslim politicians tried to organise a mass electorate base by appeal to communalism.
Politicians from all communities and caste groups wanted to obtain one common goal-power
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office and place rather than the use of power to change sdca@tgequently political power
existed as Composite of variety of elements many of which might possess no inherent social or
economic relationship to one another and there had been hardly any fundamental social and
economic conflict among the politicians.

This was the background when India received her political autonomy and accepted
parliamentary democrac@uite obviously one mightgue in view of this situation that India
officially accepted parliamentary system without making fundamental transformation of her
socio-economic structure that was predominantly feudal in nature with basically agrarian economy
dominant caste system with the problem of untouchalalisp-rooted illiteracy and acute poverty
prevalence of major feudal institutions and many other regressive feudal elements that are
vehemently anti-democratic in nature. So, following Marxian approach one might say that in
India it basically a feudal base on which the liberal democratic or one might opine, capitalist
super structure was imposed that are almost mutually exclusive. Hence, in terms of this fact
perhaps it will not be illogical to conclude that after having political autonomy India became
democratic in form with all its formal infrastructure of a parliamentary system, but basically
remained feudal in content with its predominantly feudal economy and its corresponding social
structure.

To be sure, a parliamentary form of government which is supposed to bef{aatyoik)
based on the will of the people,can hardly achieve its ideals and objectives with a predominantly
feudal economy and feudal social structure. Such a system is very likely to face the crisis of
legitimacy like inability to fulfil the basic needs of its people, communal tension, and problem of
rehabilitation, caste riots, rapidly increasing secessionist and terrorist activities, problem of
unemployment and many other problems that are detrimental to the very spirit of democracy
Moreover the lust for power or political culture of power politics among the politicians and their
consequent alienation from the electorates was further reflected through the culture of arm-
chair politics of th&\ll India political parties in particulaiand their indiference towards the
millions of the regional people-a situation that has created a sense of vacuum or frustration
among such people. These downtrodden people since independence have been fighting for their
very survival. This sorry state of affairs highlights the weakness of the very socio-economic
base of our representative democracy

In view of what has been discussed so far it might be argued that the process of
democratisation did not crystallise in India in right direction or in western sense of the term.
Class polarisation had hardly taken any concrete shape in India due to predominance of caste
factor which still creates problem for national integration. Caste-class relationship is a long
debated and a very complex phenom#&vaare hardly provided with any commonly accepted
and right framework of analysis of caste-class relationship, because in India class and caste
corresponds in certain areas, but in many other regions the situation gives a different picture.
Theoretically these two concepts are not synonymous-while class is an economic category
caste is a socio-cultural variable. The caste system which has no scientific basis can hardly be
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contributory to the process of democratisation and therefore, to the success of people's democracy
However for one reason or anothéne system of representative democracy in India, even
after long years of independence, does not have a sound socio-cultural and economic base-it
becomes quite evident from the prevalence of poverty and illiteracy confronted by many citizens.
Needless to sayothing is more important in a man's life than the problem of sunfsalie
know, liberty, equality or equality of opportunitfraternity co-operationetc. are the fundamental
principles of democracy and for that matter that of a representative dem@arbicya system
of people's democracy if a major part of its citizens, who also formally remain in the process of
rationalisation of powemhave to live below poverty line and many at the line of poverty these
principles of democracy including democratic ideals and values, hardly carry any meaning in the
life of such people. But &i€ially, ours is a parliamentary democracy with federal system of
government. So, whatever weak the base of our representative democratic system may be, we
can not roll back the wheel of history; we have to follow this system of government. Therefore,
in view of this truth, effective measures are to be taken with necessary seriousness to enrich the
socio-cultural and economic base of our representative democratic system with a view to make
democracy a success. In order to achieve this objective some factors are to be reckoned with:

a. Poverty alleviation: Since in a democratic system economy today is basically political
economy i.e. state-controlled econgmgpecially in the context of economic uplipment
of the masses, government has to take necessary initiatives in public interest to reach
this goal.

b. A parliamentary democracy to be effective must be blessed with a strong and effective
opposition apart from an impartial judiciary and a brave mass media. These three can
play crucial role in protecting the interests of citizens and also in preventing the
democratically elected'people’ from doing anything in an undemocratic way

c. Decentralisation of powgeffective functioning of the grass root-level democracy or
that of the 'Panchayat Raj' is another important factor to be reckoned with for the
success of parliamentary democrdngtead of mere formal system of decentralisation,
we have to emphasise its effective functioning and to get it ensured that the ' opposition’,
mass media and above all the people of the country should be vocally and actively
conscious since people are the ultimate source of a representative democracy

d. Another important factor is leadership in a democratic republic. Since in a parliamentary
democracy people are the chooser of their representatives through the process of free
and fair election, they have to conscientiously and judiciously choose efficient, honest
and dedicated leaders who can lead the nation in the path of progress and thereby can
bring success of democracy

Suffice it to sayin order to bring such a desirable situation in a people's democratic system,

nation has to adopt and successfully apply every necessary measure for educational development
of all, especially of those who are still far behind the effective participation in the process of
democracyIn this context the realisation of our Father of the nation Mahatma Gandhi that
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education is the backbone of nation, does not escape our attention. In fact, no nation can flourish
ignoring her proper educational development. It can not be denied that after independence a lot
of measures have been taken both by our central and state governments for poverty alleviation
and educational development, but, one might ese are insfitient and perhaps in many

cases could not achieve desired results in view of the reality that we are still not able to eradicate
illiteracy and poverty from our soil; a large section of our population are still under the grip of
these evil forces, though in the eyes of law they are also integral part of a democratic
republic.These illiterate, semi-literate, poverty-stricken and socio-culturally backward parts of
our population remain in process of rationalisation of powherefore, in view of this
undemocratic situation in a system of people's democracy we should repeatedly emphasise the
educational development and the development of knowledge base, that of critical outlook, decision-
making and problem-solving ability of that part of population in particular who are in most urgent
need of the same and thereby to make them able and effective citizens. Only then they can
meaningfully contribute to the process of rationalisation and legitimation of power exercised by
the elected representatives in representative demod&rfasyed from this perspective, the
development of human resources may be said to be the most effective means for the success
of a representative democracy and hence for bringing a democratic republic in true sense of the
term.

In order to achieve this objective, some important and specific fields for imparting education
and training to the target groups are to be selected; accordingly programmes are to be organised
and concrete measures will have to be taken for obtaining optimum results out of the same.
These are:

a. Literacy and functional Literacy programme with a view to enable the target groups to

acquire self-reading abilitlife-long learning and ability to link acquired knowledge to
their poverty alleviation and economic betterment; though literacy and post-literacy
programmes had been launched in many parts of our coimtnyany cases these
programmes failed to achieve expected results;

b. Population Education Programmedining to make the people critically aware of the
alarming growth of population and its ill effects or destructive nature;

c. Education for Democracy for bringing a healthy representative democracy;

d. Education for Citizenship to make able, critically aware citizens with necessary ability
of making decision;

e. Civic Education Programme for enabling the citizens for conscientious and informed
participation in the process of franchise apart from that in the process of decision
making on many important issues.

However the need for such education and training of thgetagroup people may be

briefly discussed as follows:

Population Education: The problem of population growth orpopulation explosion is one of
the major problems today more or less in every copespecially in the third world countries,
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India being no exception; rather in India this is one of the burning problems with devastating
effects. The unprecedented and rapid growth of population has posed a serious threat to the
very survival of our societifhough it is true that every individual is important human resource,

it is also equally true that if any individual remains illiterate, ignorant and socio-culturally and
economically backward, he/ she can hardly contribute to the process of social progress. The
unexpected growth of population is a major cause of such backwardness. In this context what
Mrs. Indira Gandhi, the then Prime Minister of India, addressed in her inaugural speech at the
first conference of th&sian forum of parliamentarians for Population and Development held

at New Delhi from 17th to 20th Februaf84 may be mentioned as follows:

"Young people must be in the vanguard of the movement to restrict population growth and
to promote sustained development. In school and colleges and through non-formal education
they must be made conscious of the dynamics of population growth and its implications for their
own further well-being and that of the nation. Properly planned population education programmes
needs to be introduced at various levels so that when young peopletherigre fully aware
of their responsibility to themselves, to future generations and to sdewetyy occasion and
festival,be it religious or otherwise, when people get toggedifferds excellent opportunity to
reach out to them to explain the importance of these programmes." Therefore, in order to solve
this alarming problem the most effective means is to educate the people and to develop their
awareness, particularly of those who are still downtrodden and are far away from the path
socio-economic development and consequently fail to participate effectively in the process
participatory democrac¥ducation is a very powerful factor having every potentiality in solving
the problems that arise out of rapid growth of population. So, today population education has
become an essential factor not only in formal sector or ferdiit formal courses of study
has become equally important to launch this programme in non-formal sectors for those who did
not, and still not, have scope for formal schooling. Children who are drop-out, many people
having no literacymany others who are semi-literates/neo-literates and such other categories
of people most wently need population educatididl. such people are to be made aware of the
hazards of life that result from the alarming growth of populafioday in view of threat posed
by the unprecedented growth of population, every individual must haveawareness of the problem
of population growth and its way out. In this context the opinion of UNESCO regarding population
education may be stated as, "It is an educational programme which provides for a study of the
population situation in fami)\yommunity nation and the world, with the purpose of developing in
the student's rational andresponsible attitudes and behaviour towards the situation." In fact,
population awareness is the factual knowledge about population dynamics-an awareness that
helps to understand the nature and magnitude of the burden that arise out of rapid growth of
population.Viewed from this perspective, education in population growth should not remain
confined to the student communitile adults who are very casual for this crucial problem and
those having no formal education and the ignorant masses equally need this education and basic
knowledge about population controhus, the scope of population education is much witler
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we can control population growth we can simultaneously solve many a problem that will definitely
help in enhancing economic betterment and thereby the quality of life. The concept of population
education has been explained by manfediintly The essence of this concept may be briefly
stated as:

a. Population education is an educational process to create awareness in the people regarding

causes and consequences of population growth.

b. Itcreates rational and responsible attitude and behaviour in the learners about desirable

family size and quality of life.

c. Itis multidisciplinary in nature and borrows its contents from the disciplines like sogiology

anthropologygeography and biology

d. Itrefers to the qualitative and quantitative aspects of human population.

e. ltprovides learning situation for understanding population situation in fasoitymunity

nation and the world at large.

f. It helps to understand the relationship of man with his environment with respect to his

quality of life.

g. Ithelpsinthe understanding of the implications of population factors for the welfare of

the individual, family and society

h. Population education implies the nature, causes, changes, characteristics and distribution

aspects of human population.

So, through undergoing education and training in population education, people will be able
to understand that this unexpected situation has serious effects on many important aspects of
our life like: environment pollution, quality of life, quality of education, economic development,
national income, labour and employment, food problem, housing problem, health hazards, anti-
social activities, increasing number of slum-dwellers and many other problems that are direct
effects of population growth such as deforestation, excessive ground water exploitation, threat
to wild life, excessive use of chemicals and pesticides, water pollution, ocean pollution, air
pollution and the like. There is no denying the fact that these increasing problems are quite evil
forces for developing a healthy democrddgnce, democracy to produce expected results and
to be successful must get rid of such increasing problems. The only way out is the awareness
development and the development of motivation among the people regarding the devastating
nature of population growth, its causes and consequences and remedies.

The school-going children will have to be imparted knowledge regarding the causes and
consequences of population explosion and its soldtidhis stage they should develop responsible
attitude towards themselves and soci&tyey will learn about the dangers of the alarming
growth of population and how such a situation is a threat to our social structure and therefore, to
our existence. So, curriculum for such education should be developed for different stages-
primary, middle level and secondary level.

But what is equally important is the population education for those people who did not have
any scope for literacy or formal education. Such categories of people also badly need the
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knowledge of population education. The illiterate women essentially are to be brought under the
purview of this education and training. There is research evidence suggesting that improvement
in education and employment opportunities for women significantly contribute to the shift to the
small family norm. In many rural areas many village girls are denied educational opportunities
many of whom are hardly aware of the need and importance of population control. In view of
such situation, the scope of population education needs to be much wider with long effects.This
education should be a lifelong process-should never be an act of class room teaching; rather it is
needed to be brought in the daily life of the people. So, education policy should also be concerned
with the investment for population education of the married couples in order to ensure the
reduction in birth rate. In this context the wordéoétotle are quite relevaris he said, "if we

are to safeguard and preserve our culture and civilisation, limiting the population growth are
imperative." It may be stated that in order to educate the people in population control, there
should be specific curriculum. The following key issues should be given due recognition during
curriculum construction:

a. Social life, b. Economic life,
c. Environment, d. Familylife,
e. Health, f.  Nutrition,

g. Educational life.
In this context it deserves mention that in National Policy on Education 198&méhdments
in 1992, it has been stated, "population education should be considered an important part of
National policy in population control. Besides creating awareness about the calamity arising due
to population rise, youth and adults should be encouraged and informed about the family planning
and responsibilities of parenthood in the education programmes starting at the primary and
secondary levels" Hence, in terms of the above statement it becomes quite evident that the
students of academic courses will learn about this and will learn about the causes and effects of
population boom as part of their curriculum through formal approach. But for the drop outs and
educationally backward adults this education should be imparted though different approach and
by different agents.

Thus, the question of approach is a key factor in imparting education and training as such,
population education being no exception. One might repeatediyvsayajor problems which
we are confronted with every now and then are poverty and illiteracy and resultant lack of
critical awareness which can never be conducive to the process of working of participatory
democracy and in the way of bringing incremental changes in socio-cultural and economic
situation. It also needs to be stated that though there is very close relationship between adult
education or literacy education for the adults on the one hand and population education for the
same category of people on the otlpapulation education should be single course approach,
because if population education and adult education are made an integrated approach it will be
too lage to be implementedfettively. So, for providing education for population control it will
be better to provide literacy education to the target groups prior to educate them in causes and
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consequences of population education and thereby in population control. People with minimum
level of literacy education, self-reading ability can better understand the need and importance of
population control for themselves for poverty alleviation and thereby for better life.

Single approach consists in developing six month course or a year course based on population
education. Through this course the people will be provided with right understanding and direction
in the need of population control.So, it will be an independent course and programme. The basic
objective of such a single course approach is, it enables the concerned people to study the
subject in proper depth. Moreoyenlike a lager integrated course, it comparatively requires
less teachers or trainees for its successful implementation. So, the population education programme
needs to be given separate status. It should be both single course approach and a time bound
programme. It should also never escape our attention that in spite of being a single course
approach, the size of the population education programme can hardly be too small in terms of
the large size of the target group. The target group relating to this programme includes school
drop-outs, illiterates, semi-literates/neo-literate adults, in many cases parents-in a word, all the
socio-culturally educationally and economically backward people. But, where infrastructure
permits, population education and literacy education should be an integrated programme; it is
most likely to produce better result. It will be discussed.later

Another important aspect for the implementation of such mass education programme is
teaching methodology-or such tayet groups both informal and non-formal methods will be
effective to spread the message of population education. The curriculum for such mass education
programme should be made accordingly to introduce such topics that are relevant to educate the
target groups in population control. Therefore, sufficient topics, stories, plays and co-curricular
activities based on the practical life of the concerned people should be introduced. The teachers
or trainers can adopt any method or methods suitable for successfully implementing this mass
education programme. Sometimes extra moral lectures may be organised. For this purpose the
experts working in dferent fields like family planning, economics, sociolpggithropology
geographypolitical science may be invited to deliver talks ofedént topics like:

Problems of population growth,

Causes of population growth,

Effects of population explosion,

Need and benefits of small family

Family planning and welfare,

Population boom and consequent unemployment problem,

Population education and sex education and any other topic relevant for population
control.

It may also be mentioned that verbal discussion sometimes creates positive effects in the
minds of the people, especially in those who are not well-conversant in reading and writing or in
other words, those who are illiterates or semi-literates. It may further be mentioned that we
have a particular ritual of values along with a tradition of learning which has been continuing by
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way of verbal communication, fairs and festivals and non-formal proficiency trainings. It was
originated in the formal era of human civilisation and has prospered and harmonised in contact
with various cultures and regions over many centuries. The speciality of our cultural edifice is
that production, art and education are integral part of one andtieoganisers of population
education programme, the teachers and trainees should accept this tradition and the learners
should also keep this in mind. Besides this, they should acquire the strength to fight misconceptions
that harbour narrow-mindedness and superstitions. In fact, in our cultural tradition, since the
time of theVedic Period, it has been found very fruitful in the process of transfer of
learning.Moreovelin the context of verbal communication the political leaders-local, regional
and national-can play effective role in educating the masses regarding population control. In any
system of party government the political leaders exert much influence over the masses. So, the
political leaders can utilise such a political culture in order to achieve the objective of population
education programmes. In the of the people different political parties can organise mass meeting
to deliver lectures on need and urgency of population control in the interest of both the individual
as well as in that of societiecessary initiatives are to be taken to tHisoef Such an initiative

for major mass education programme can hardly be taken at individual; it needs to be taken by
the government or by the concerned Department of government.

Another important factor for the success of such mass programme is the development of
the target groups. Normally it is found that the aged persons and also the drop-outs are hardly
responsive to any educational programme. So, it is a recurring prétgain, in case of some
adults it is also observed that in the beginning of the programme they are very enthusiastic, but
their interest does not last long and as a result they gradually become isolated from such programme
that ultimately results in drop-outs. This problem is more acute in case of women, schedules
caste and scheduled tribes. So continuous efforts are to be made to help such people to perceive
population education programme as part of total development process and therefore such
programmes are related to improve their quality of life. They should be helped to realise the
benefits of small familylt also deserves mention that the success of any such programme
depends to a lge extent, apart from other factors, on its populargnce, in order to ensure
success of population education programme some practical, encouraging and realistic measures
are required to be followed so that the target groups enthusiastically participate in the programme.
Following measures may be suggested for the illiterates, neo-literates, Scheduled caste, scheduled
tribes and other potential participants:

1. Organisation of Folk Dances: Regional folk dances, folk music and songs can be
organised in in any Community Hall. Such activities can motivate the said categories of
people to have their enthusiastic participation in such mass awareness programme.

2. Quiz Competition: It will be another motivational activity for theyetrgroupsTopics
on family planning, needs of population control for the benefits of the concerned people
themselves, devastating effects of the unexpected growth of population, its effects on
our economypopulation boom and the consequent unemployment problem, population
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growth and housing problem, increasing slum-dwellers, increasing anti-social activities
as a result of population growth, population and environment pollution and other realistic
topics as will be deemed relevant to increase their awareness of population problem
will have to be selected. There should be provision for prizes for the winners and
consolation prizes for other participants.

3. Popularising through slogans, canvassing and leafletdistribution: such programmes are
to be effectively carried out in view of the state-of-the -art of the awareness level of
the local/regional people. It needs to be stated that the learning situation should be
linked with the needs of the poor to ensure their involvement in such mass awareness
programme. Such programme should be linked with the solution of the economic,
agricultural, health and nutrition, psychological and with more immediate needs if and
when so required.

4. Publicity Campaign: publicity is an important aspect of today's sotmetis age of
technology publicity exerts most effective influence in innumerable fields. The poor
and illiterate people, especially those who are living in remote villages, are hardly aware
of the need and importance of population control and the benefit of small familynorm.
Quite naturallythey hardly feel concern for such major social problem. Local Panchayat
and other political leaders should come forward to make publicity in order to develop
awareness of the people regarding the need of mass awareness programme. Mass
media, local TV channels have to be utilised for this purpose.

5. Street Cornering:The local youths, student's organisations, local leaders and other self-
motivated or interested persons can take initiatives for this kind of publicity work to
motivate the people. But prior to the street cornering and any such method, those adults
are to be identified who are in need of this awareness development. Therefore, for
ascertaining this need an exhaustive survey is required to be conducted over the
concerned areas and accordingly the street cornering programmes are to be organised.

It also needs to be kept in mind in this context that mere population education without

minimum literacy education of the target groups will not perhaps be a pragmatic decision. So,
basic literacy education is to be provided to the illiterates so that they can at least read with
minimum understanding. In fact, literacy is an important factor for the successful implementation
of population education programme on the ground that literacy and self-reading ability help to
develop a man's innate capacity and thereby his maturity to realise the need and importance of
any mass education programme in his life. So, after developing required level of self-reading
ability the population education may be made a single course approach or if situation permits the
population education programme may be organised as a part of continuing education programme.
In fact, self-reading ability provided by continuing education programme is an effective factor
that helps to develop knowledge, understanding and application of acquired knowledge. Hence,
such a process helps the target group to increase their skill which is an essential factor to solve
problems of life and thereby to ensure upward social mobiBty, more is the literacy knowledge
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and self-reading abilityeasier will be to achieve the objective of the population programme.Self-
reading ability will help the concerned people to go through the books published on need and
benefit of population control which is not possible for an illiterate man. It may also be mentioned
that population education programme integrated with women's adult education programme can
produce results since the women are to look after the family affairs in most of the cases and
have to bear more responsibility in socialising their children. Educated mothers are alwaysbliss
in the life of their childrenAt least, up to a certain age level mothers play most significant role
in providing both literacy education and socio-cultural one apart from playing their part in family
management, food, nutrition and pollution free home atmospRher@eness development
becomes easier if people can develop their self-reading ability and a habit of life-long education
which is crucially important for the success of participatory democracy

Suffice it to saycrores of people in India are still under the grip of poverty and illiteracy and
therefore are in quite darkness human resource such categories of people are to be made
necessary for nation's developmekd.we have passed into the next millennium, we are in
great danger of knowledge revolution by passing millions of adult population. So the price we
have to pay in terms of learning technology and human resource development can well be
imagined. So, the only way out of the dangers created by pdlliéetiacy, overpopulation is the
educational development of those in particular who are lagging far behind the process of
development of knowledge-base, science, technology and human reAswesknow a very
large number of children are in fact pull-out from school due to economic and cultural compulsion.
Many children may be called stay-outs because the reach of the primary school system in India
is not universal. Besides pull-outs and stay-outs, a large number of children are what may be
called push-outs. These children do not find the primary schools attractive and meaningful.

According to the Indian Constitution, free and compulsory education has to be provided to
all children up to the age of 14. But in practice, millions of children having poor socio-economic
and cultural background are left out of formal school system and therefore, deprived of formal
school education. Ngwor successful mass education or more precisely education for those
who are already left behind this process and for those others who are still being left out of the
process like drop outs etc. the formal educational institutions are not in position to take such a
major responsibility with their limited resources and infrastructisea matter of fact, the
debunking of formalised educational institution, the persistent call for de-schooling, the clamour
for radical reforms in teaching-learning style and re-deeming the pledge for equality of educational
opportunity stated in the Indian Constitution-all has the educational need of India today in
philosophyform and substanceitlVa view to finding a less costly mordesttive and dfcacious
alternative, the system of education, falling far behind because of rampant population growth
and rising cost, was needed to be supplemented by the open-learning/non-formal approaches.
Today in complex industrialised societpuntries like India in particulaformal school is an
agency not the agency for impartingfeétive education to the youth or adults, drop-outs and
such other people to make them able citizens with necessary capabilities to participate
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meaningfully in the process of representative democracy

In 1988 following the introductionof the National Policy on Education (1986), a full-fledged
scheme of Non-formal education supported by the Central Government was introduced primarily
in ten educationally backward states as well as all over the country in urban slums, remote
areas, deserts and hilly regions. In fact, the term 'non-formal education' has been used in specific
context in India to denote education of out-of-school children. But we can not forget that there
are millions of people who are illiterates having the problem of socio-cultural awarkgess.
citizens of our country they are supposed to contribute to the progress of the nation. So, mere
introduction of mass education programme is not enough, what is equally important is its successful
implementation. Hence, measures should be taken for educational development of such categories
of people through successful implementation of mass education programme.

The perspective on adult education has been spelt out in the NPE in Para 4.10 to 4.13 and
ChapteVIl of the Programme ohction-1986 Apart from facilitating the creation of ability to
read and write the policy links adult education with national goals such as poverty alleviation,
national integration, environment conservation energisation of cultural creativity of the people,
observance of small family norm and promotion of women's equAligrt from literacy
education, Functional Literacy has been considered as another important concern of adult
education. In fact, four elements are important in adult education whi&wareness,
Functionality Literacy and Nationafalues which are unquestionably very crucial for the success
of participatory democracyncidentally there have been several changes in the concept of
adult education in course of time which aielult Education, Social Education which also
includes education for economic reforms, Civic Education, Health Education, and Eradication of
illiteracy, Recreative anflesthetic Education, Mass Education, Community Education, Functional
Literacy, Mass Programme of Functional Litera@pntinuing Education and the like. Importantly
enough, the concept of functional literacy needs brief explanation. Initially education or adult
education used to include reading, writing and simple knowledge of mathematics. But functional
literacy emphasises functional knowledge apart from literacy knowledge. In case of functional
literacy, unlike that of mere literacgducation is linked with livelihood of the ¢ggt groupsThe
contents and methods of learning should match with their existence. The knowledge the people
will acquire have to be useful for their basic material needs. So, it should be essentially fruitful
for their income generation. One who has acquired the level of functional competence in reading,
writing and functional skills by virtue of which he/she can undertake the continuing work of his
own and that of social welfare and at the same time can utilise functional literacy knowledge
should be considered functionally literate. The neo-literate who has attained the education up to
the level of functional literacy will be the one who can read primary level books with correct
pronunciation and understanding, express his view by writing correctly with correct grasnmar
aware of physical condition of his countsgate and district, knows the general history of the
world and nation and is able to read and comprehend simple books related to his occupation
such as agriculture, industry etc. and is competent to work on basis of his acquired knowledge.
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Such an education is essential for the illiterate and neo-literate people for poverty alleviation and
to raise their standard of living and also for developing right perspective. Unless our nation can
help the backward people to reach up to this level, our democratic system can hardly be called
'participatory' in real sense of the term. It should be stated , according to Kothari Commission,
"No nation can leave its security only to the police and the army; to a large extent national
security depends upon the education of citizens, their knowledge of affairs, their character and
their sense of discipline and their ability to participate effectively in security measures”. So, for
the sake of survival and security of democracy functional knowledge is of utmost importance
today It will help the concerned people to have clear concept of reality of the universe and life,
reconcile the old and the new approaches to life, will help in balanced and independent judgement,
self-realisation, human relationship, citizenship training and econofiiieerty. So, in a
democratic countryadult/social education helps to achieve two-fold objectives-for individual
and for societyFrom the point of view of individual such education helps to fulffiedént
purposes like remedial, vocational, health, recreational, economic, self-development, enlightenment
and social skill. From the social and national point of view the purposes of mass education is
social cohesion, nationalfigiency, national and international understanding, national integrity
sense of brotherhood and development of national resources which are undoubtedly key factors
for the success of a representative demockéieywed from this perspective, the need for such
an education for the success of people's democracygéastunecessity

Education for Democracy: One of the major objectives of education in our country is to
achieve the aims laid down in our Constitution. Libextyuality fraternity are the most valuable
ideals that are to be achieved by our democratic governfsahnse of fraternity or feeling of
brotherhood and social justice are of crying need in our country in view of the fatal problems like
casteism, communalism, parochialism, religious exclusivism, untouchability and other related
problems. Education and the consequent development of critical awareness, rational attitude
does not make any difference generated by caste, race, profession, class, sex and nation. In
such case, people can experience as it should be. So, through mass education the socip-culturally
educationally and economically backward people can be made conscious and responsible citizens
to exercise their franchise judiciously in order to elect right leaders in a system of representative
democracy Such educated people can also make right evaluation of the activities of the
governmentAccording to Bertrand Russell, "Democracy in its modern form would be quite
impossible in a nation where many men can not reagdin, Fichte, the German philosopher
says, "only the nation which has first solved in actual practice the problem of educating perfect
men will then solve the problem of the perfect state." More@aording to Hetherington,
"Democratic government, at least demands an educated peggaal, throwing light on the
objectives of education in the 1949 meeting of the Universities Commissidtadirakrishnan
stressed the fact that the democraticstate recognises the importance of the individual, and it is
the process of development of this individual which is called education. So, education is absolutely
necessary for the establishment of a democratic society Dewey has pointed out that democracy
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is inconceivable without education, because education can generate and instil the qualities which
democracy demands as a prerequisite. Philosophers of ancient Greek city states also emphasised
the significance of education in the context of democikiosophers like Plato aidistotle
gave much importance to education for the success of demodmabys context what Earnest
Barker says deserves special mentiom PTato education is the most important function of the
state and the department of education the most important state department which was particularly
advocated for producing virtuous being." Plato in his famous text The Republic, highlighted not
only the importance of education for democracy but even formulated a plan for education of
men and women which made all kinds of development-physical, mental, moral and aesthetics-
possibleAristotle was of the opinion that the aim of the state is to make possible the achievement
of the highest moral level and this can be reached through education alone. One of the important
objectives of education is to produce good citizens. The important of good citizenship was a felt
need not only to th&ncient Greeks but to the Indian thinkers of ancient times. Hermitages and
places of worship were used as schools in which the sages tried to produce ideal citizens who
could become useful members of soci#tythis complex and fast- changing times education is
much more an important factor for the success of representative democracy

Therefore, in a people's democragyme important factors deserve special attention. People
must have knowledge of their rights and duties so that actively participate in the state affairs and
meaningfully contribute to the democratic process. So, effective measures should be taken for
educating the masses, for those in particular who are still lagging far behind the process of
socio-cultural and educational development. Morepf@r the success of democracy
developments of human qualities like moral charaptience, tolerance for other's religion,
feeling of belonging togetherespect for democratic ideals and values are much significant
factors which presupposes the educational development of the citizens. In 1938, JawaharLal
Nehru said, "the Indian Constitution seeks to establish a popular government in the country on
the basis of democratic principles. For this every citizen must participate in the administration,
through the right to vote and to be elected. Every individual is guaranteed and given equal status
and opportunitybecause no one is discriminated against on the basis of religion, race, caste,
community sex or on any other groundie government is responsible to the people and its
elected representativeld be sure, without education it is impossible to actualise what Mr
Nehru has saidAgain, according to Di=W. Thames, education is no exatic in Indidere
has been no country where the love for learning had so early an origin or has exercised so
lasting and powerful an influence. From the simple poet &falles age to the Bengali philosopher
of the present day there has been an uninterrupted succession of teachers and scholars. But in
spite of such and a tradition and rich cultural background, in India millions of people are still
illiterates who also act as root of democratic power through their participation in the process of
election. Our Constitution emphasises that education for the people is the prime responsibility of
the state. IrArt 45 of the Constitution it has been stated that every state must arrange for
provision for the free and compulsory education to all children up to the age of 14. But in actual
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practice, even after the achievement of the long years of independence, the achievement of this
objective, in case of many people, still remains untouched. So, in view of undesirable situation
adequate measures are to be taken for the educational development of those who are in its
urgent need and thereby enable them to play their part effectively for the success of people's
democracy and thereby to achieve the objective of our Constitution.

Citizenship EducatiorAnother related factor for the achievement of basic objective of a
representative democracy is citizenship education. It may be stated that training in citizenship
education is not provided so much by the formal educational institutions which basically follow
syllabus-oriented knowledge in some basic discipliAeswe know that in a representative
democracy the government is directly elected by people through the process of franchise or the
system of vote. So it is the onus of the electorate to elect or make good government. This
requires right understanding on the part of the electorates of their rights, duties and responsibilities.
So, they must be conscious citizens. They must have ability to make right assessment of the
activities of different political parties that fight elections. The electorates must have ability to
make critical analysis of the qualities and deficiencies of the candidates who fight elections that
of policies, programmes of the political parties which they profess in pre-election lectures, mass
meeting, public gathering, through leaflet distribution and in many other ways. No conscious and
responsible citizen can be persuaded to vote blindigentally the Mudaliar Report points out
that if democracy is more than anything voting blinthgn every individual must accept the task
of independently thinking about all social, political and economic problems before deciding upon
the party he wishes to support. fid it to say such ability among the electorates develops only
when they can ensure their educational and socio-cultural development. It is equally important
for both the present and the future generations. In fact, it is through the process of learning and
through the agents of education that the transmission of socio-cultural heritage including democratic
culture can be ensured.

It may be mentioned that education, citizenship and politics are interrelated factors. Education
helps to develop good citizens and wise, learned and dignified political leaders who in turn takes
right decision and concrete initiatives for the educational development of the people and thereby
helps to develop a literate and learned society-a society which is unthinkable in a situation where
illiteracy, ignorance, lack of necessary awareness, polackyof information literacy and such
other factors prevail. Hence, a democratic state depends for its progress on able, educated,
resourceful, dynamic and enterprising citizens of strong character and responsible conduct in all
spheres of existence and progress. So since independence our government has been taking
several measures to decentralise education in order to make it more useful and pu#posive.
democratic government for the nation's educational development has taken much control on
education like constitutional control, economic control, by means of financial means and support,
and grants-in-aid and recognition, academic control operating in the fields of aims, curriculum,
text books and examination at different levels of education through diverse government controlled
agencies and boards, administrative control by means of framing various statutes and rules
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many of which are followed by private management also. In fact, the system of democratic
government is based on the principles of lihegyuality and fraternity In order to achieve

these ideals every individual is provided with equal right to develop himself/herself to the highest
possible extent according to his/her inherent potentials and inté@stistedly, education for

all involves much expenditure which can hardly be borne by any individual. So, government has
to come forward to provide financial aids. But mere financial aid is not a sufficient condition to
develop a literate society and good citizens. More effective initiatives, plans and efforts for their
implementation are required for eradicating illitergmyverty and other evil forces to create a
literate and educated nation with enlightened citizens.

Civic Education ProgrammeAnother related and important factor for the success of
people's democracy is civic education programme. Ours is a multiparty system. Candidates
from different political parties contest elections at different levels. So, the electorates should be
critically aware of the past deeds, plans, programmes, political culture, ideological stand of
every political partyPeople should be equally aware of quatinduct, socio-cultural background,
activities of the contesting candidates. So, the electorates must have required ability to make
right assessment, otherwise they will fail to make right judgement while exercising their franchise
and as result choice of right representative suffers setback. So, in order to develop such ability
among the electorates, civic education and training of educationally backward people becomes
an effective step to enable them to take right decision in choosing right representative. Hence,
in order to train up such people for the success of demoaiaay education and training
programmes should be organised and the target groups must have optimal access to such
awareness development programme. Every necessary measure is needed to be taken to identify
such people and they be persuaded to regularly attend this programme so that such electorates
do not extend blind support for any political pargsue-based programmes are to be selected
and the burning problems prevailing at the local, regional and the national level should be given
particular importance in civic education programme. In many parts of our country political
culture of democratic system is yet to crystallise. In such situation people are most likely to
follow blindly what a few individuals propagate. Such a situation does not help to develop a
healthy democracy

Therefore, in a country where the system of limited government exists and consent of the
people with individual liberty act as the source of demogttaeyquestion of political culture
requires due recognition. For quite obvious reason, development of democratic political culture
among the people becomes an important faStmmecessary steps are required to be taken to
create politically informed citizen.So, in order to create democratic political culture among the
people the question of political socialisation of every citizen invites particular attention.

It may be stated, through the process of socialisation man develops his personality; he
develops his sociabilityNo human child is born social; he/ she is made social. In fact, the
process through which a biological man is converted into a social man is known as the process
of socialisation and in this way every man is made necessary for sdbistprocess helps to
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develop social responsibility and balanced persondliyone can not say that socialisation in
general does not help to develop political maturity in any Warpugh this process of learning,

a man becomes able to acquire some sort of knowledge about different political issues like
political ideologies etc. But it is also equally true that socialisation in general can hardly be 'the'
factor for the development of a man's political matuhity knowledge about dérent political
doctrines, political ideologies that prevail in his courg, mere socialisation can notbe ficeht

condition for political awakening or inother words, for developing political culture-political norm,
political values, political ideologies, meaningful opinion on different political issues-relevant for a
representative democracy-a political system where state controls many important sectors in
society like education, econopagriculture, industry and so on. From this point of view also, the
development of political awareness of every citizen is of much importance in a democratic
republic.With a view to ensure the development of democratic political culture among the
people in general and that of the socio-economically backward people in partreufactor

like political socialisation should never be lost sight of. In fact, political socialisation is a process
through which the elements of political culture are inculcated into an individual that helps to
develop his political awareness or political matui®ych a maturity is much crucial in today's
situation where politics is exercising so much of control in different aspects of our life. So, in
order to strengthen demaocratic political culture, to inculcate the shared system of democratic
norm and values, to increase public awareness on different important issues and thereby informed
participation in the political process, effective political socialisation of people at large should get
due importance. Through this process people can be made aware of important issues relating to
upcoming local and national elections. The result will obviously be conscientious participation of
the voters in elections. Through this process of development of political awareness people at
large or more preciselthe electorates will be able to develop critical outlook towards problematic
issues pertaining to a democratic system and at the same time they can find ways and means of
their solution. Thus, the development of political maturity is a key factor today for creating
public opinion on many an important socio-political issue. More@aditical awareness helps to
develop increased communication between the electorate and the dsctedesult, what
emeges is a strong, vibrant and active civil socidpreover violence and crime are on the
increase which is quite detrimental to the process creating a healthy dem&ecratye common
masses and especialliye educationally backward people should be informed or be made aware
of the right causes of social evifdl such negative and unhealthy forces should be addressed
through the civic education programme. Every such programme must be specific issue-based
one. Through such awareness development programme crime prevention mechanism is to be
discussed and mechanised. Needless t@saygation, knowledge base, critical awareness and
such other qualities which a man develops through the process of learning helps to remove
timidity and makes a man courageous. Knowledge being a most powerful force helps the innocent
people to face and combat the challenging situation and thereby helps to break the culture of
silence All these factors will have to be covered in civic education programme to educate the
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people who in ultimate analysis act as source of demacracy

However in view of what has been discussed spifdrecomes quite evident that there is
inseparable relationship between education and healthy representative derrottraayontext
the most valuable and almost eternal wordswhham Lincoln are quite relevant who said that
democracy is a government of the people, by the people and for the geupleg all the
definitions given so far regarding the concept of democracy this is perhaps the most accurate
one. The most important aspects of democracy like political democracy where all are equal
before the law and where the ruling power is vested in the members of the community as a
whole; social democracy which emphasises equality and brotherhood among all individuals.
According to Deweysuch a society must have a type of education which gives individual a
personal interest in social relationship and control and habits of mind which secure social change
without introducing disorder; and economicdemocracy which comprehends rights of individual
to economic independence and quatiyprovide opportunity to every individual to earn wealth
without interfering in or obstructing the rights of other people. So, a democratic government has
to create an environment where every citizen can satisfy his basic needs and can live a good
life.Only an educated nation can usher such a healthy democracy

Importantly enough, the programme of education and its implementation or to fiertend
education or the process of learning through which every man becomes able citizen, can not be
self-creative nor it can be self-running; rather in the process of learning the role of agents is
crucially important. In fact, the entire environment is the instrument of education in broader
sense of the term. But in the process of learning some agents are more particularly concerned
or concerned in an institutional waw this field. These agents are: the famillge educational
institutions, the religious institutions, mass media, library or community resource centres and the
like. In fact, a man learns through different approaches like informal approach, formal approach
and non-formal approach. Different agents impart knowledge through different approaches and
at the same time these approaches are supplementary to one. another

It deserves mention, it the context of mass education like adult and social education or
literacy and post-literacy education, civic education, population education for the adults and
drop-outs, education for democracy and citizenship and any awareness development programme
of education for the underprivileged people with a view to make such people able citizens, the
role some specific categories of agents deserves special attémiong these agents are:
Literacy and Post-literacy CentraAllage Education Centres, Continuing Education Centres,
Nodal CentresyoluntaryAgents, Nehrivuba Kendra, Block Development fiaks, Village
Panchayat, Panchayat Samities, Zilla Parishad\atong the specific agents for mass education,
the Public Library (PR) as People's University and as Community Resource Centre and as
place for learning of all categories of people, plays significant role and can make enormous
contributions with its rich service potentials to the education of the people in general and in the
process of implementationof mass education programme in particular

Public library can provide literacy education to the illiterates, neo-literates and to other
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underprivileged people by themselves and more in collaboration with other agents. This institution
provides equal opportunity to all to have almost free access to its varied sources of knowledge
and necessary sources of information-political, socio-cultural, economic, industrial, agricultural
and what not? One can understand the increasing scope of public library services in terms of its
very background of emergence and from its objectives. So, it will be imperative to mention
thebasic objectives of PL which are as follows:

a. To make necessary provision of books and other printed source of reading apart from
necessary audio-visual and non-book materials which are very effective and useful
agents for bringing enlightenment, new knowledge, encouragement and inspiration to
every member of the communit$uch an aspect of Rinquestionably contributes to
remove prejudice and ignorance from and g@adhe minds of the people. Moregver
provision for such documentary sources helps increase inquisitiveness and information-
seeking behaviour of the people at large.So, an important objective of PL is to keep
itself well-equipped with the latest information of varied fields including those of newly
emerging fields, ideas and wisdom of the ages. In fact, as a community resource centre
it should be current as well as retrospective;

b. To determine specific goals of fiifent taget groups, since Pl is concerned with all
categories of people of the communibjfferent needs of dérent readers are to be
studied by PL and accordingly programmes are needed to be formulated. PL should
have short-term and long-term programme. In fact, objectives of PL should be determined
in terms of the prevailing situation and that of the changing scenario. Librarians and
other library professionals have their own experience and ideas regarding the state-of-
the-art of different fields-they are aware of local and national level problems. The
library organisations and their leaders have the power of observation and intellectuality
ability. So, such resource persons should be utilised in determining both immediate and
long-term objectives of PL. In view of the changing situation, there should be flexibility
in deciding about the objective of PL;

c. Everylibrary has its peculiarity-its own funds, local support, its documentary and human
resources, its own readers and their problems and some other factors. This situation
will have to be given due importance while determining public library's goals; so every
library should have some specific objectives. But in spite of variation, the ultimate
objective of every library remains uniform i.e. to satisfy the needs of knowledge and
information of varied knowledge-seekers and thus to spread knowledge in.society

d. Keeping in view the philosophy of librarianship, there should be continued planning and
efforts to bridge up the gap between the changing needs of the people and what happens
in practice. For this purpose the valuable resources of library and the increasing number
of knowledge-seekers should be brought together;

As Sreenidhi lyenger writes in his book 'Library Public Relation', "Among topics and problems

which engage the attention of library leaders in the 1960s are:
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1. The need for a general shift of attention from elaborate organisation towards reaching
and serving the great population which still does not read and use books in any substantial
way, through creative and imaginative programmes for extending the adult reading
habit and information service;

2. A more active role for the library in the community as intellectual powerhouse and
rallying point, partly achieved through moréeetive public relations and publicitihe
essentially passive library can not be allowed to continue undisturbed in its inertia;

3. Greater understanding of the individual reader and of the potential reader-his motivation,
his reaction to books, reading and libraries, as preface to improved service. Studies
directed by Lowell Martin, 1962-1965, at Baltimore, may produce important news
facts to help on this;

4. Extended recruiting and better training to more and more librarians and clerical workers,
in library schools and elsewhere, including on-the-job training of part time and volunteer
workers in smaller libraries;

5. More specific standards and measurements by which to evaluate how good a job is
being done in each aspect of the work;

6. More attention on research on what libraries are doing, athwyhat cost and how staf
members can be deployed more effectively to accomplish more objectives;

7. The need for speeding up the creation regional and large co-operative library
organisations, with able central staff and strong collection to serve widely-spread smaller
service points which should be federated for greater economy and usefulness;

8. Continued efforts by library organisations to increase state and federal financing of
PLs beyond whatever increases can be secured from local government;

9. The need for serving more effectively the increasing throngs of grades and high school
pupils seeking reference help, because even good school libraries are not likely to have
the variety of materials which a PL has or to be open for pupils use as many hours;

10. Increased emphasis on efficient methods of finding information, co-operative bibliographic
enterprises and use of machine if not too cpstlysimpler devices, to accelerate the
recording and rendering of more detailed information needed constantly more specialised
clientele;

He further says,: Library has monopoly on certain distinct and unigue objectives and services:

reading, studyinformation and reference help".

In fact, library is not merely a storehouse of knowledge; it acts as centre for the transmission
of knowledge throughout ages, provides varied information to the people in need of such social
capital-it is such a capital that not only helps us to solve problems but equally helps to create new
ideas and concepts and thereby in enhancing the process of social change and that of social
mobility. The receivers of the information find it most profitable in solving their professional,
occupational and other problems of I¥éewed from this perspective, Plas to be treated as
important agent of socialisation. This process of socialisation or the process of leaning is a life-
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long process. In this process of continuing education library remains actively engaged as constant
companion in the life of information-seekers and lovers of knowledge. In terms of such an
important role of library one can quite logically argue that the dead machines or electronic media
can not be any substitute for this socio-human institution. Machine has no brain; rather it is run
and used by creative human brain. The library human resources, unlike the machine, not only
provide knowledge and information as required, at same time this human brain can analyse and
interpret data. The library human resources accomplish the works like guidance and counselling
for the readers and also show the right path for further utilising the universe of knowledge and
the varied field of information. So, in determining the objective of PL the service potentials of
human resource aspects of this institution should never escape our attention.

Our Constitution emphasises all round development of our nation-social uplipment, upward
social mobility; so, in a word a new social ord@ut without educational and thereby socio-
economic development of the people at large such dream can hardly be fulfilled. So, the service
potentials of PL in educating the uneducated by providing literacy and functional literacy knowledge
and by increasing the level of awareness can contribute to the realisation of this dream. In this
millennium information is regarded as a national resource, perhaps as fundamental as energy or
matter that affects all human activities. Therefore, for the upliftment of the underprivileged with
a view to make these people able citizens, all the sources, resources and service potentials of PL
will have to be put in the service of the whole community

Now, in terms of the objectives of PL, the function, services and role of this social institution
can be discussed briefly:

Suffice it to saysince its emgence the Phas been performing many important functions
in response to the needs of socidiyst of these functions are traditional in natureor most
common for all PLs. These functions are: Information, Education as such, Recreation,
Entertainment and the like. Naturaligost of the readers who are regular visitors tagt this
institution for the purpose of recreative reading. Norméflg services provided by Pare
issue of documents, inter-library loan, provision of general and specific information, assistance
in the searching or locating of documents or use of library catalogues or understanding of
reference books, reader's advisory service, compilation of bibliographies, referral service etc.
Though these are most common services of this institution, but not at all less important for the
spread of education and dissemination of information, or in other word, for the transmission of
knowledge for educational development of a nation which is a key factor for a healthy
representative democradut, it is remarkable that as a result of technological revolution, there
has been unprecedented increase in the scope of PL services and in its methods of work leading
to the opening of many new dimensions in the role and function of this community resource
centre.

Therefore, due to rapidly changing situation as a result of knowledge explosion, today's PL
collects the printed as well as audio-visual materials needed to conduct the individual and group
life in its constituencyFor the interest of the readers Ifds to make provisions for non-book
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materials. This institution has to give interpretation and provide guidelines in the use of such
modern information technology with a view to developing educated and well-informed citizens.
So, in order to keep pace with the changing situationand increasing need of varied knowledge
PL needs to be well-equipped with collections, organisation and well competent in distribution,
dissemination, interpretation and in providing guidance to the readers when so rdgdiagd.
many new occupational and professional fields are rapidlyemerging in response to our needs.
So, PL has to make necessary provisions for pamphlets, documents relating to different fields
like educational, agricultural, industrial, trade and commercial, political and so on. Many non-
book sources in printed form, films, tapes, discs and other non-print recording of knowledge and
opinion are to be made available inteday Besides, the Pin this country has to facilitate the
formal self-education of all people in the communityis institution has to take measures to
enrich and further develop the knowledge on the subject on which the individuals are undertaking
formal education; to collaborate with school, college and university libraries in imparting
knowledge and information to the students; to support the educational, cultural, civic activities of
groups and organisations; to help the people in utilising the leisure time; to provide platform for
debate and discussion on issues of local, regional and national importance; to celebrate important
days and personalities; to provide platform for the exchange of opis@matter of fact, PLs
have to play many and varied role in the community; but its role in two important aspects may be
stated as:
a. To promote enlightened citizenship and
b. To enrich personal life by providing required facilities for life-long education and thereby
to develop the ability of independent decision-making-an ability which is a very important
quality for efective participation in the process of a representative demo&raery
citizen in a people's democracy should have ability of taking conscientious decision and
of making right judgement regarding the issues which are related to his day-to-day life,
to his survival and also that of social structure. Gataldohnson expressed the same
point of view when wrote the introduction to theA Public Library $andards: :The
key to the broader world lies in the possession of books, but if the door stand wide open
there is no need of a kdy is the business of a public librarian to keep the door open
and to see that the stumbling block lies in the way of those who wouldfamtting
that contributes to this end is good library practice; anything that blocks it is bad. It is
the responsibility of the operating personnel not only to see that the open door shall
remain openbut also that it shall be inviting". In order to achieve this objective PL should
take necessary initiative for the optimum utilisation of its documentary sources. This
people's institution should give more and more stimuli to motivate the potentials readers
to be interested in books and in other sources of information available in the library
this context DrS.R. Ranganathan's two Fundamental Laws of Library Science are
worth mentioning which are:
c. Every Reader His Book and
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d. Every Book Its Reader

As we know that value of a book as much increases as it is used.The PL as democratic
platform plays an integrating role by bringing together the different segments of society on a
common platform. Once again, according to Ranganathan, it should distribute in an unbiased
and balanced wayall shades of recorded views and thought to one and all, to help in the
discharge of their political functions in respect of local, national and international affairs.

Moreover according to UNESCO Public Library Manifesto, as revised in 1972,, "the Public
Library must offer adults and children the opportunity to keep in touch with their times, to
educate themselves continuously and keep abreast of progress in the science and arts. Its
contents should be a living demonstration of the evolution of knowledge and culture, constantly
reviewed, kept up-to-date and attractively presented. In this way it will help people to form their
opinions and develop their creative and critical capacities andpowers of appreciation. The PL is
concerned with the communication of information and ideas, whatever the form in which they
may be expressed." The UNESCO Public Library Manifesto firs issued in 1949 had been
included in the Guidelines for Public Libraries published in1986 by the International Federation
of Library Associations and Institutions is a broad charter of Public Library goals. It identifies
the most fundamental and common purposes and activities:

a. lItcontributes to the life-long universal education;

b. To facilitate the appreciation of the achievement of humanity in knowledge and culture;

c. To be principal means whereby the records of man's thought and ideas and expression

of the creative imagination are made freely available;

d. To refresh the human spirit by the provision of books and other media for relaxation and

pleasure;

e. To assist students and;

f. To provide up-to-date technical, scientific and sociological information.

It may further be stated that the UNESCO Public Library Manifesto, 1994, proclaims
UNESCO's belief in the public library as a living force for education, culture and information
and as an essential agent for the fostering of peace and spiritual welfare through the media of
men and women. The following key missions should be at the core of public library services:

a. To create and strengthen the reading habits in the children from an early age;

b. To support both individual and self-conducted education as well as formal education at
all levels;

To provide opportunities for personal creative development;

To stimulate the imagination and creativity of children and young people;

e. To promote awareness of cultural heritage, appreciation of arts, scientific achievements
and innovations;

f. To provide access to cultural expressions of all performing arts;

g. To foster intercultural dialogue and to favour cultural diversity;

h. To support the oral tradition of the arts;

2o
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i. Toensure access for citizens to all kinds of community information;
j-  To provide adequate information services to local enterprises, associations and interest
groups;
k. To facilitate the development of information and computer literacy skills; and
I. To support and participate in literacy activities and programmes for all age groups and
indicate such activities, if necessary
Thus, from the proclamation of UNESCO the service potentials of PL and its importance in
making educated and well-informed citizens become quite evident. In this context it may further
be mentioned that in order to provide literacy and at same time to retain and upgrade the
acquired literacy level of the neo-literates, the SakshartaNiketan, Luckaswmphasised to
make vernacular literature available to the neo-literates based on their needs and interests, in
the libraries. This includes both mobile and stationary libraries. These libraries included Bell
Bicycle Libraries, Market Libraries, Halting Libraries, LibrariggoughYouth Clubs, Libraries
through studentdNorker's Mobile libraries, Reading room with the facilities of newspapers,
magazines, information letters of development departments, newsletters etc. Mdtatoral
Policy on Education, (NPE) 1986 wiimendments made in 1992, had invited libraries to play
their parts in mass educatiépart from establishment of continuing education centre of diverse
nature to enable adults to continue education of their choice and worker's education, the NPE
had emphasised wider promaotion of books, libraries and reading room, use of radio, TV and
films as mass as well as group learning media. Besides, self-directed continuing education in the
perspective of life-long learning through library service, newspapers for neo-literates, Charcha
Mondal and such other activities have been emphasised inA¢tB&rding to NPE, this may
also include the skill development programme for personal, social and occupational development.
Furthermore, as per NPE, The literacy movement like the Kerala Granthasala Sangam would
be converted into a mass movement and a programme of mobile libraries would be evolved and
implemented in consultation with the state governments. Facilities available through the Raja
Rammohan Roy Library Foundation and other institutions/agencies working in this area would
be extended to the post-literacy centres, to the extent pogghlt from such involvement of
libraries in mass education programme, the National Boogt, the Ste Resource Centre,
voluntary agencies and private publishers would be encouraged to bring books of common
interests to the learners at subscribed rates. The educational institutions, according to NPE,
would be persuaded to allow the neo-literates to make use of facilities available in their libraries.
Incidentally according to th@Vest Bengal Public Librarct, 1979, the district library will
organise cultural and educational activities. The rural library will:
a. Provide book-loan service and reading room facilities with special arrangement
forwomen, children and neo-literates;
b. To omanise and conduct adult education classes;
c. Tosupply library information and to co-ordinate library service by supervision,guidance
and meeting etc.;

139



M ANAN, Vol. IV, No. 1 & 2, January & July 2017 ISSN-2348-3849

d. Toomanise cultural and educational activities.

Moreover according to same act, the area library and other government-sponsored public
libraries have to provide book-loan service, reading room facilities with special arrangements
for women, children and neo-literates. It will also organise cultural and educational activities.

The father of Indian library science .[8.R. Ranganathan, it may be stated, wanted to
reach library services to the doors of the people in order to educate the whole of India.
Ranganathan never wanted to keep library services confined to the four walls of library building;
rather he wanted to bring the crores of illiterate masses within the purview of library services.
He termed this kind of services as 'extension servigesbrding to him,"Apart from such
method of pure publicityibraries are today developing new types of work, which, in addition to
their being directly educative or recreational, lead also to publicity as an important secondary
product."” Such kinds of activity have been termed as extension service of libraries. The objective
of such services is to converta library intoa social, cultural and intellectual centre that not only
develop self-learning ability and life-long learning, at the same time, helps to convert the potential
readers into actual readers.

The extension service may be rendered in the forms like:

a. To omanise reading circles;

b. To omanise reading to the illiterates;

c. To offer meeting place for local learnedyanisations.

Thus, through extension service, the illiterates too can utilise public library services. Through
this form of service they will get knowledge verbaihformation, recreation and entertainment.
When they will get benefits from such services, naturally they will start responding towards
library. Graduallythey will undertake learning, reading and writing that will help to develop their
self-learning habit and thereby self-reading ahitlipugh it is subject to time.

So, in view of the objectives of PL, the role this community resource centre can play and
the services it can render for the educational development of the underprivileged people, every
necessary initiative, especially on the part of government, must have to be taken to involve this
institution in mass education programmes. It may be noted, the libraries-the librarians, trained
library staff and other human resources related to library services and library profession-are
well acquainted with techniques, methods , tools and strategies of dissemination of right information
to the right people and also with that of developing reading and learning habits. Mgattaever
public place for learning of all categories of people can also well utilise its valuable resources
and sources in ensuring continuing studies and life-long education of the neo-literates. Therefore,
because of such immense service potentials of PL, it will perhaps be a pragmatic decision to
entrust this institution with the the leadership for implementing the mass education and awareness
development programmes, while other agents like literacy centres and voluntary organisations
should be instructed to collaborate with PLs in the works of programme implementation. They
might better work under the supervision of PL. Besides, libraries are well-experienced in important
technical activities like documentation work, selective dissemination of information service and
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also technically skilled to collect, organise and disseminate information among the library users.
Same may be said regarding its ability and technical skill required for converting the potential
reader into an actual one.

Curriculum is another important factor in mass education programme. So, in view of diversities
in occupations of the target groups, different curricula should be prescribed for different categories
of learners; because apart from literacy education, poverty alleviation and economic development
of such economically backward people should not escape our attention. If all of the target group
people engaged in different occupational activities have to follow same curriculum it isperhaps,
most likely that many of such people will hardly be responsive to the programmes; because in
such a situation many such people will not find any link between the knowledge they will acquire
and the one required for developing their occupational skills-occupations which they follow
Hence the curricula that should be framed for different occupational groups should be:
Curriculum for the farmers;

Curriculum for the housewives;
Curriculum for the landless labourers;
Curriculum for the industrial workers;
Curriculum for the hilly areas;
Curriculum for the tribal areas;

g. Curriculum for the National Rural Employment Scheme and the like.

In so doing, analysis and review of the existing Non-formal Education Curriculum and
instructional materials that generated better teaching-learning activities are to be made. Moreover
prior to the framing of curriculum for different categories of learners, an exhaustive survey is
required to be made to ascertain the needs of the learners. It will be imperative to frame such
curriculum that will link literacy with functionality so that the acquired knowledge of the
underprivileged people helps them in income generation and thereby in their poverty alleviation.
So, the acquired knowledge relevant to their occupational activities will act as motivating factor
for the learners. It also deserves mention that in conducting surveys the services of PL are to be
utilised to the fullest extent possible; such an important work should be done in collaboration
with community education centres, village Panchayat, Block Development Offices and other
resource centre working in the respective commuimityill be convenient for Pif it is provided
with mobile library during surveyit is also to be noted, at the time of survey list of such persons
who are in need of literacy and functional literacy knowledge is to be prepared.

In order to achieve the objectives, the mass education programmes will be:

a. Area-based; b. Outcome-oriented.

c. Time-bound; d. Cost-effective; and

Regarding area-based programme, it will be started in a specific service area and the
selected area will have to be saturafHie selected area might be villages undefmchal
Panchayat or villages under a block or the whole district. In case of town, it will be a Mohalla,
ward or the town itselfThe service area will be chosen by the Public Librauthority in

~oQoo o

141



M ANAN, Vol. IV, No. 1 & 2, January & July 2017 ISSN-2348-3849

collaboration with local or Panchayatithority, as the case may be. In this sphere, the role of
District Magistrate, DistricAdult Education Cfficer will be efective. Necessary help and
suggestions are to be invited from the local resource persons.

Needless to satime is a very important factdo, the implementation of every education
programme will have to be completed in a time-bound mafherachievement of self-reading
ability by the learners needs to be ensured within a specific time p&rithe next stage they
will continue their life-long studies with the help of PLs. Moreoireorder to provide functional
knowledge or the knowledge related to income generatiéwilority will invite collaboration
from the literary experts, adult/social educationists, planning experts, administrators and other
concerned resource persons. The concerned Government will take necessary measures to such
effect. Financial provision will be based on the number of persons made functionally literate
with self-reading ability

Moreover it is worth mentioning, achievement of objectives is more important than the
number of candidates registered in the programme.So, every developmental programme will
have to be result-oriented. It may be mentioned, after making the list of candidates during
survey registration will be made by DistrictLibraduthority in consultation with the District
add the Sub division@dministration.The individual programme will be launched area-wise
with specific time period.

Suffice it to say for efective participation of the registered candidates in the programme
motivation is a crucial factoAs a matter of fact, most of the registered candidates gettar
group people are likely to be adults or aged persons many of whom are quite isolated from the
teaching-learning process on the one hand and the immediate problem of many such persons is
the problem of survival on the oth&uite naturallythey will be reluctant to participate in such
education and training programme to learnand continue their studies. In such a situation what
they need is sufficient amount of stimuli to get them activated.For this purpose the role the
participating agents is crucially important. In order to ensure their active participation and also
continuation till the end, the registered people will have to be convinced of the benefit they will
get for their economic betterment out of their participation in income generation programme or
in other words, functional literacy programme. The target group must understand that such
literacy/functional literacy knowledge and occupational skill will help them in economic betterment
and therefore, in their upward social mobilBp, they will have to be provided with profitable
information. Here also the role of PL in disseminating right information to the right people will
be most dective. Moreovermotivational classes are to bganised by rural libraries in the
evening in rural areas and town and sub divisional libraries in urban areas. For motivational
purpose the role of Panchayat leaders and that of municipality might be effective. The local
leaders in collaboration with rural libraries or with the libraries working in concerned areas can
organise meeting with the registered people for motivational purpose. So, the local leadership
can well utilise their influence over such local people in order to ensure their active participation
in the programmes.
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It further deserves mention, though PL has immense service potentials to educate the
masses and thereby to develop informed citizen, most of the educationally backward people or
the underprivileged people are hardly aware of such utility of PL. Therefore, the question of
awareness development of such categories of people is an importantSactior order to
utilise the sources and resources of this community resource centre, effective measures are to
be taken to popularise PL among the target group people. One of the most effective means for
this purpose is publicity campaign; it will not only help to increase popularity of PL, at the same
time such an initiative will help to motivate the registered people to participate in mass education
and awareness development programmes. For successful publicity of this social institution the
following measures may be adopted:

a. Contact with news media: PLs must have to maintain regular contact with the news
media. In order to increase library public relations news regarding availability of books,
important books, rare collections, books on common interests, books on specialised
fields, books for the neo-literates and for the registered people, books available in the
library that will increase occupational skills of different occupational groups, books on
recreation etc. will have to be published irfefi€ént newspapers. Moreoyeoutine
news like any library programme, exhibition, awareness camps like quiz competition
etc. oganised by PLs, library rallany other programme going to bgamised by PL
in public interest should be published in newspapdss, the problems that PLs are
facing every now and then in rendering services-problem of library building, acute
crisis of librarian and trained library staff, insufficient library collections, insufficient
collections for the neo-literates, lack of library corner for helping the students and those
who are taking preparation for different competitive examinations, inconveniences faced
by the library users in getting required library services, absence of networking among
the PLs and also between the PLs and local school libraries and any other problem
relating to PL services must have coverage in newspapers. Such publicity through
news media will definitely make all sections of society aware of such burning problems
of this community information and resource centre. It will help to develop public opinion
regarding the needs and problems of PL.

b. Attimes, Public Libranuthority should take initiative for holding press conferences
on the problems of PLs and also on the measures for solution. For this purpose experts
in the fields of library services and library professionals should be invited to speak
regarding what services PLs can provide to all categories of people in general and to
the neo-literates and the registered people for mass education programmes in particular
Area of benefits of the neo-literates and that of the registered people should also have
coverage in the speech to be delivered through press conferences. In fact, press
release, weekly letter etc. help to increase popularity of PL and its acquaintance with
the target groups. Librarians and other library professionals should take the art of press
release writing, especially such kind of news regarding PL services and its problems
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should be published that will be of interests to the readers, viewers and will be profitable
in any form. e.g. to popularise rural libraries, informationand services that rural libraries
can provide which are relevant to the occupational and other needs of people residing
in rural areas should be regularly published in the local news letters or in any document
published in the locality or in the concerned region.

c. Regular advertisement in local TV channels should be made on different aspects of PL
services for different categories of people. The advertisements in Radio, TV and
newspapers will have to include library's telephone number and address for making
contacts with the libraries. Moreoygtan should be on book talks and to be delivered
through news media.

d. Another good opportunity to increase popularity of PL is use the "letter to the editor"
column. Libraries can give answer to or comment on a .l&térmost regrettably
such initiatives are hardly taken for increasing library's popularity among the masses.
Such an ostrich view is very discouraging to make&aular in the community

e. Library public relation must be a planned performance which seldom put into practice.
The universality of the need of planned library public relation is illustrated in an article
by Nigerian university librarian Oyeniyi Osundia who wrotejthaut well-planned and
sound public relations, all efforts made in the workrooms are hopelessly fruitless". In
terms of this realisation it may be opined that in every PL or at least in every 5-6 PLs
one person should be employed for developing public relations. This person will be
entrusted with the duty of maintaining regular contact with news media for organising
programmes on Pkervices, its objectives, and benefit from such senvitithout
such a contact person, it is difficult to develop library public relation is case of PL and
in such situation information function of PL can not be co-ordinated. There should be
proper planning to develop good rapport ofidth the inhabitants of the community
with the library users or potential users. Population of the community must be properly
informed regarding profitable information available in a PL for all categories of people
through mass media, mobile library services, telephonic contact, leaflet distribution,
organised meeting, and evening classes and through many other means as will be found
effective. It is necessary to cry again and again regarding the utility of PL services in
the life of the people at large. In fact, the many repetitions of a message are the
essence of advertising. It is especially true in a community where a major part of the
population is illiterate and many others are semi-literates and economically backward.
So, such people will feel motivated towards library when they will be getting profitable
information related to the functional knowledge that will help them in their income
generation. People should be allowed to know this about PL. But the situation is so
discouraging that most of the PLs do not have any public relation officer or any technical
hand to carry out a programme, evaluation and follow up. This crisis of PL must have
to be resolved on urgent basis. Suggestions from different corners through mass media
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or through any other effective means are to be invited for developing communication
channels to make PLs popular in the community

f. Library InfrastructureAnother essential aspect for providing desired services by libraries
both in quantitative and qualitative terms is their infrastructural development, PLs being
no exception. Infrastructure relating to human resource, physical infrastructure like
library building, fittings and furniture, well attractive and well decorated reading room
and that regarding sources of information or in other words, documentary sources-
reading and writing materials, must be adequate to satisfy the needs of the knowledge
and information seekers. Most regrettabshost of the PLs are dafing from the
problem of acute crisis of librarians and trained library staff, not to speak of public
library offices. Many PLs do not have any librarian. In some cases one librarian has to
look after more than two libraries.So, the human resource aspect of most of the PLs is
too deplorable to have their participation in mass education programmes; whereas the
West Bengal Public Librarfct states that "rural libraries will ganise and conduct
adult education classes". So, in order to utilise the service potentials of PLs and to
enable these public institutions to perform their functions according to provisions laid
down in the saidct, government has to take adequate measures to make recruitment
to the post of librarian and that trained libraryfatathout any further delayMoreover
sufficient number of reading and writing materials as per the needs of varied categories
of readers in general and for the neo-literates/target groups of mass education programme
in particular must be made available in libraries. For the registered people of the
developmental programmes reading materials/books in vernacular language with
sufficient lucidity will have to be published as per required quantities under the initiatives
and supervision of public librariHere the role of District Library @€er and that of
Adult Education Officer is crucial. Resource persons are needed to be invited to write
books on different fields of knowledge to achieve the objectives of the mass education
and awareness development programmes-like books on literacy education, functional
literacy education, population education, health and child care and other kinds of books
as per the requirement of the target groups/neo-literates.

g. Files of resource persons-persons having knowledge of different occupational fields
like agriculture, animal husbangsanitarysericulture, poultry farming, marketing etc.-
who can be contacted to provide profitable information and effective guidance should
be part of public library's collections.

h. Networking: In this millennium of information and technological revolution, networking
among most of the PLs is non-existent; particulany/@st Bengal there is no networking
at all among the PLs. In fact, networks offer provision of more number of materials-
both book and non-book materials. Incidentatyl1972 which was the International
BookYear the Government of India set up the Raja Rammohan Roy Library Foundation
at Calcutta and as part of its major objectives it assists the states and union territories to
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spread public library services in the counttyalso provides financial assistance to
several voluntary organisations engaged in this work. During 1989-90 this Foundation
gave financial assistance to 5336 libraries and 89 voluntgayations in the country

It also offers counsel and funds for seminars, workshops and lectures so as to raise the
standards of the services of PLs in the coulttying 1989-90 the Foundation gave an
assistance of about Rs. 26 million. Quite evideatihsuch activities of the Foundation

also clearly highlight the importance and need of PL to educate a nation which is a key
factor for the success of participatory democradyerefore, In order to provide
educational support to the underprivileged, to propagate lite@msypport in formal
education to weaker section and provide facility for continuing education necessary
arrangements for sharing the resources will have to be made without any lackadaisical
attitude. Perhaps it will be convenient to make this networking first at the local level,
then at the district level, next at the state level and finally at the national level. Resource
sharing among the PLs will definitely enhance their information and human resources.
Resources here mean reading/audio-visual materials, co-operative acquisition of
equipment and machines which are very costly and therefore, it is difficult to acquire
these costly materials for individual libravioreover for implementing mass education

and awareness development programmes networking between PLs on the one hand
and the literacy centres/community education centres on the other is also equally
necessary in order to achieve the objectives of such target-oriented programmes; because
without active involvement of the literacy centres and that of the voluntary agents the
works of implementation of such major mass education programmes will be very difficult

to complete within specific time frame. It may also be noted that the local school
libraries should also extend their co-operation with PLs in respect of mass education
programmes. They should extend their infrastructural facilities to the PLs for educating
the registered people. In fact, the concept of resource sharing becomes the central
theme of any networking system with a view to gain maximum results with minimum
input.

However in view of the deteriorating condition of PLs and practicalisolation of these
community information and resource centres from such important nation-building activities, one
might want to know the reason of this isolation. In response to such a question any critic may
attribute this problem to the lack of realisation of public library's immense service potentials and
that of its ability to provide the benefits to the people from all walks of life including the
underprivileged one. One might further opine that the lack of political will for PL development is
another reason for such a sad state of affairs of these public places of learning. There might be
some others who would prefer to say that this undesirable lack of involvement of PLs in mass
education programmes is due to underestimation by political leadership of the potentials of these
social institutions in nation-building process.

All things considered, it becomes quite evident that in this age of information and technological

146



M ANAN, Vol. IV, No. 1 & 2, January & July 2017 ISSN-2348-3849

revolution, a nation can not progress leaving crores of people illiterates and under the grip of
poverty In such an undesirable environment our parliamentary democracy and for that matter
the participatory democracy of our country is bound to suffer serious setback. llliteracy and
poverty are the two ugly faces of democrallyese evil forces are enemies in a system of
participatory democracy and therefore, quite detrimental to the development of a healthy secular
demaocratic republic. One can not deny that without educational development, development of
human resources becomes painfully discouraging and in such an undesirable state of affairs our
participatory democracy or our system of secular democratic republic will have to remain far
away from the achievement of its basic ideals and objectives.Therefore, in view of the urgency
of educational development and socio-economic uplipment of the crores of Indian citizens every
sincere initiative must have to be taken to organise target-oriented mass education and awareness
development programmes and these programmes will have to be successfully implemented to
create able, judicious and well-informed citizens without any loss of time. In order to achieve
this objective, following the Five Fundamental Laws of Library Science and also the provisions
laid down in the Public Librarct, the rich service potentials of public libraryalong with that of
collaborative role of other agents of mass education/adult/social education will have to be
effectively utilised for the success of our participatory democracy

N.B. : In India tradition we can recall a special quotation in this repspect / coined by
Manu as :

“AN EATAFHA FAg] THH |
T e gt e OF qed A dedd |17

[ Al vl <eaieTseslers] il &rafimsfer] |
A PR 7ffAF IR (O G T TBITAR | 1”7

of which the english translation as d‘€arry knowledge to the doors of those that
lack it and to educate all to percieve the right!
Even to give away the whole earth cannot equal tht form of service.”

— Editor
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: ...In the next move Banerjee patted the beast affectionately on the head, took hold of its
jaws and opened them to above his own head, up to his throat, into that cave of death. |
know; | prayed to all the Gods so long as Banerjee did not twithdraw his head from the death
trap, in which a mere snap of the jaws would have severed the delicate and vulnerable throat
of a mere human being. (S. Majumdar/Quoted from the Hindusthan Standard, 7th May 1938).
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ADOLESCENT MENTAL HEALTH AND RESPONSHO
INTERVENTION -A QUALITATIVE STUDY

Dr. Rajyasri Roy *

Abstract : Adolescent mental healthepresents a neglected aa of eseach. Mental health objectives
include the promotion of optimal functioning as well as the prevention and reduction of maladaptive
functioning. This article examines behaviors and conditions that place adolescents at risk for
adverse outcomes and the urgent need for prevention and treatment to promote adaptive functioning.
Research on the role of adolescent development, paths toward adjustment and maladjustment, and
special opportunities that adolescence presents for intervention are also discussed.

Key Words: Adolescence, Social, Emotional functioning, Mental health, Intervention.

Introduction

Adolescence is atime of exploration and experimentation. Sexual development and interest
are normal aspects of adolescent development. Maladjusted children are ineffective in their
immediate environment of home, school or other social settings. Depending on the temperament
and personal experiences of the children, their emotional and behavioural difficulties may be
manifested in extremely diversified manners ranging from the polarised conditions of being
intensely introvert to extremely extrovert behaviours. The manifestation of adjustment problems
may include withdrawal, depression or self-injuries, obsessions, school rejection, drug and
substance abuse, destructive, uncooperative and violent behaviours.

More often than not, maladjusted children are academically less able owing to the following

(1) Weak concentration and short attention span resulting in fickleness with job at hand,
thus hampering their learning of both knowledge and skills.

(2) Longterm experience of school failure does not only impede their interest and motivation
in academic work but also diminishes their confidence in other aspects, particularly in
new areas of learning.

(3) The vicious cycle between repeated experience of failure and children's low self
concept and confidence hinders them in further academic achievement.

(4) Their academic attainment may not be comparable to their intelligence and social
maturity This discrepancy causes reluctance in accepting teaching material which is
lower in level than that of pupils of their same age.

*Associate ProfesspGovernmenTraining College, HooghlfEmail: royrajyasri@gmail.com
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(5) Their non-academic ability and achievement may not be appreciated in their school
environment.

ResponseTo Intervention of Maladjusted Adolescents

From the above definitions and descriptions, maladjustment may be considered as a transient
phenomenon since favourable changes in home, school or social situation of the children or
alterations in their perspectives about their immediate environments could help them to adjust.
Therefore the ultimate aim of the present research is education of the maladjusted and to help
them adjust and integrate into their immediate environments which include family life, mainstream
education, vocational training or open employment.

Methodology Design

In the current field work data was be collected from a nearby school by interview method
to make a quantitative and qualitative analysis and interpretation of maladjusted behavior of
adolescent girls

Sample

Data was collected from 26 students of Class VIIB of Hooghly Girl's High School (H.S.),
Hooghly during through a questionnaire of 15 questions using interview technique. Students
belong to the age group of 12 to 13 years.

Data Analysis

The analysis of the field study was done in two stages; firstly quantitative analysis of the
responses and then the qualitative analysis for critical review of the maladjusted behavior of the
adolescents.

Quantitative Interpretation
Total Sudent:- 26

TABULAR REPRESENATION OF DATA IN QUESTIONNIRE
SI No. Agree | Partially [Disagree| Partially [Total Answered
Agree Disagree questions
1 2 2 7 4 15
2 6 2 7 0 15
3 6 2 6 0 14
4 4 10 1 0 15
5 6 6 2 1 15
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6 3 1 7 4 15
7 4 0 7 2 13
8 2 0 10 3 15
9 8 5 2 0 15
10 3 4 8 0 15
11 3 6 6 0 15
12 8 7 0 15
13 8 4 2 1 15
14 3 3 7 2 15
15 7 4 4 0 15
16 1 6 5 3 15
17 5 6 4 0 15
18 5 6 4 0 15
19 5 4 4 2 15
20 6 1 7 1 15
21 5 5 5 0 15
22 4 3 6 2 15
23 7 6 1 1 15
24 6 2 7 0 15
25 5 2 8 0 15
26 5 3 7 0 15
Total Response 127 100 134 26 387
% of Response 32.81654 | 25.8397 34.62 6.718346 100
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Graphical Representation of the quantitative data analysis
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Qualitative Interpretation of data.

The first question of the questionnaire testing the direct method of adjusting with the
surrounding to maintain a harmony between his/her self and peer group. The high score may
suggest that student is well aware of it and trying to adopt while low score may suggests well
adjusted behavior

In the third question of the questionnaire high score may suggest that the pupil is unable to
mix freely with everyone which may cause frustration and he/she may surrender to the powerful
force of circumstances. The high score may suggest that student is well aware of it and trying
to adopt while low score may suggests well adjusted behavior

The fourth question analyzes the mechanism of achieving adjustments by which the student
tries to push down painful experiences, conflicts and unfulfilled desires unconsciously into his
unconscious. The high score signifies tendency towards maladjustment and vice versa.

The seventh question examines the student's ability to adopt him to real life situation through
instantaneous decision making. If a student agrees of being fearful when teacher calls him ,
then most of the times his fear is baseless . The high score signifies tendency towards
maladjustment and vice versa.
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During adolescence if a student becomes too curious about his/her own appearance and
physical and internal development then he may become confused and may show signs of
maladjustment as well. Thus the high score in eighth question may indicate towards
maladjustment.

Student fears examination for fear of poor marks or failure thus he/she may withdraw
oneself from situation that causes failure. High score in tenth question of this questionnaire may
point towards maladjustment and vice versa.

In the thirteenth question of this questionnaire, students response with high score proves
that he consciously learns to cope with one's environment by accepting own fault and surrendering
to the forces of environment and circumstances indicating towards signs of maladjustments.

When a child learns that he is a matter of great concern for the family then consciously or
unconsciously he becomes adaptive to it. His behavior starts showing this. In course of direct
adjustment he may altogether or partially change his goal with rational thought towards more
achievable target so that in case of failure he gets satisfaction by seeking sympathy and pity for
his own failure and inadequacies. The high score signifies tendency towards maladjustment and
vice versa.

There are broadly three domain of maladjustment present in the sample studied. They can
be identified as problem with respect to peer group interaction, interaction with teacher and
family. In about 8 out of 26 cases i.e. 30.77% cales Sudents who have admitted that they
are well aware of the fact that their peer group makes fun of them actually tries to adopt
compromising means to deal with the situation.

In 13 out of 26 cases i.e. 50% students admitted that they are unable to mix freely with
othersin class,school and socidtyis may cause frustration for the student trying to cope with
own shortcoming.

In 12 out of 26 cases i.e. 46.15% students admitted that they are trying to push down into
unconsciousness painful past experience and unfulfilled desire and conflict which may show
maladjustment. He also show tendency towards his baseless fear when teacher calls him but his
high score shows his inability to take real life decisions.

In 14 out of 26 cases i.e. 53.85% students admitted that they are quite conscious about their
look and appearance thus they are confused with their sudden physical growth and development
of organs.Too much curiosity and confusion about own look may show signs of maladjustment
at this stage. Exam phobia is also a cause of frustration for the students.

In 11 out of 26 cases i.e. 42.31% students admitted that they try to cope with environment
by accepting their own fault surrendering to the forces of circumstances.

In 20 out of 26 cases i.e. 76.92% cases students admitted that their family members are
concerned about them and they also realize it. Itis an important indication that the student will
try to avoid failure and partially change his goal to make his target more achievable. It is a family
factor and we are surprised to see that students are in high pressure of goal attainment for the
sake of prestige of their family
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Discussion

Response to Intervention in which the teachers should help students develop tolerance to
face tensed situations, help them to realize the importance of satisfying the demands of society
and culture is aptly needed .The teacher should provide healthy environment and also offer
guidance and counseling as and when needed. Eighty three percent young men and 78% young
women in the age group 15-24 expressed that they perceived family life education to be important
(IIPS: Pop Counci¥outh survey2006-07). National Population Education Project (NPEP)
initiated in 1980 implemented by NCERN behalf of MHRD. Focus on demograph&pects
and Family Life Education support from UN&RndTechnicalAssistance from UNESCO.
National Policy on Education (adopted in 1986) identified NPEP as a thrust area with 6 major
them

Thus maladjustment or unhealthy behavior may be present in the adolescent age but
Education being along term and complicated task requires special training and intervention .
In teaching, teachers of maladjusted children need to offer double of love, in order to achieve
the goal of the whole person education.
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AN OUTLINE OF HUMAN RIGHTS ON INDIAN
PERSPECTIVES

Rituparna Khan *

Introduction

The world todayhas accepted the notion that all human beings are entitled to and are
empowered for a dignified existence. Itis a common phenomenon that human beings everywhere,
demand the realization of diverse values to ensure their individual and collective well-being.
However these demands or rights are denied through exploitation, oppression, persecution in
many countries of the world." Human rights gained attention at the international level following
the SecondlVorld War, where millions of people lost their lives. Horrified by the devastation of
life caused by the Secontlorld War, members of the United Nations (UN) took a pledge to
take measures for the achievement of universal respect for and observance of human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all.

The term 'human rights' which is used seld War I, gained importance in contemporary
debates and became a universal phenoméyitar.the adoption of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (UDHR) on December 10, 1948 by the United Nations, it was seen by many
as a sign of optimism for the better protection, promotion and enforcement of human rights.
However 70 years since the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, it has
been reported that human rights abuses has not decreased. The world is filled with examples of
violations of basic rights such as censorship, discrimination, political imprisonment, torture, slavery
disappearances, genaocide, extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests and killings, peteTtye
rights of women and children are also ignored in many different ways.

Origin: What are Human Rights and how did they evolve?

There are various contemporary definitions of human rights. The UN defined human rights
as those rights which are inherent in our state of nature and without which we cannot live as
human beings.' Human rights belong to every person and do not depend on the specifics of the
individual or the relationship between the right-holder and the right guardotaan rights are
the rights that everyone has equally by virtue of their humanigygrounded in an appeal to our
human nature.

The term 'human rights' came into usage after the S&torld War particularly with the
founding of the United Nations in 1945. It replaced the phrase natural rights because it became
a matter of great controversy and the later phrase the rights of man was not understood universally
to include the rights of women."

*Bidhannagar College, Salt Lake. E-mail : rrobhnism@gmail.com
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Itis common in political philosophy and among scholars to suggest that the antecedents of
contemporary rights and liberties are of ancient origin.' Many trace the historical origins of
human rights to ancient Greece and Rome, where it is closely tied to the pre modem natural law
doctrines of Greek Stoicism. The Roman jurist Ulpian declared that according to the law of
nature, all men are equal and born free. The present concept of human rights can also be
identified with early Christian philosophy or with the advent of medieval constitutionalism. For
instanceThomasAquinas in th& hirteenth Century revived and expounded the classical doctrine
that human dignity sets moral limits to political rule.

Some writers traced the origin of the concept of human rights back to the Dutch jurist Hugo
Grotius (1583-1645) or even to earlier thinkers. But the first fully elaborated doctrine of human
rights seemed to have appeared in the form of natural rights in the political writings of Thomas
Hobbes called the Leviathan. The key to Thomas Hobbes' political philosophy is his doctrine of
the state of nature where he describes the prepolitical situation of the human céxwtitating
to Thomas Hobbes, all men are equal and each is dominated by the desire for self preservation.'

For the idea of human (natural) rights to take hold as general social need andaestdity
basic changes in the beliefs and practices of society had to take place. These basic changes in
beliefs and practices began from the Thirteenth Century and took place till the decline of
feudalism. Furtherwhen resistance to religious intolerance and political economic bondage
began, the long transition to liberal notions of freedom and equmitycularly in relation to the
use and ownership of property were the foundations of the modem concept of human rights

Classification of Human Rights

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) has guaranteed a number of rights
which can be classified as:

1. Social or Civil Rights

Under this all human beings are entitled to:

o Therightto life, liberty and security

e Right to freedom from having to work very hard without proper remuneration or
appreciation.

« Right to freedom from degrading or cruel treatment or punishment.

« Right to freedom from uninformed interference with privdaynily or home.

« Right to marry and have family and the right to property

2. Political Human Rights
To take part in the political process, every human being is provided with some rights
such as:

« Rightto nationality

« Right to equality and equal protection of the.law

« Right to fair trial and freedom from arbitrary arrest, detention or exile and judicial
remedies.
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+ Rightto freedom of thought, expression, belief, faith and religion.

+ Right to take part in Government affairs and equal access to public services.

+ Right to freedom of movement and right to asylum.

3. Economic Human Rights
To ensure the economic interests of human beings, certain economic rights are provided
such as:

+ Right to social security

« Right to work and the right to equal pay

+ Right to open new business ventures.

« Right to form trade unions.

+ Right to rest and leisure.

+ Right to food, sheltehealth and an adequate standard of living.

+ Rightto education.

4. Cultural Human Rights
For the protection of various types of cultures, traditions and customs of human beings,
certain cultural rights are provided such as:

+ Rightto participate in the cultural life of the community

+ Right to enjoy the art and to share in the scientific advancement and its benefits

« Right to the protection of the moral and material interests resulting from any scientific
and artistic production.

« Right to social and international order in which the human rights as provided in the
Universal Declaration can be fully realized.

The Declaration also imposes the responsibility that all individuals, nations and international

bodies respect and observe these human rights.

Global Sructur es in Piotecting Human Rights systems

In the post-Weérld War Il period, international consensus crystallized around the need to
identify the individual rights and liberties which all governments should respect, and to establish
mechanisms for both promoting States' adherence to their human rights obligations and for
addressing serious breach&bus, in the decade following the warational governments
cooperated in the establishment of the United Nations (UN), than@ation ofAmerican
States (OAS), and the Council of Europe (COE), each including among its purposes the
advancement of human rights.

These intergovernmental organizations then prepared non-binding declarations or binding
which spelled out the specific liberties understood to be human rights, including the Universal
Declaration of Human Right&merican Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, and the
European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. By the
end of the 1950s, these three systems (United Nations, Inter-American and European) had
each established mechanisms for the promotion and protection of human rights, which included
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the (former) UN Commission on Human Rights, the Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights, the (former) European Commission of Human Rights, and the European Court of Human
Rights.

In subsequent decades, each oversaw the drafting of human rights agreements on specific
topics and created additional oversight mechanisms, which now include the United Nations
treaty bodies and Universal Periodic Revidve InterAmerican Court of Human Rights, and
the European Committee of Social Rights.

More recently other integovernmental ayanizations have also established, or begun to
establish, regional human rights treaties and monitoring mechaniséichy the African
Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights and\ftiean Court on Human and Peoples'
Rights monitor gate compliance with th&frican Charter on Human and Peoples' Righte
decline of the Soviet Union spurred the formation of the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) which recognized dialogue on human rights, political and military
relations, and economic development as being equally important to sustained peace and stability
across Europe and the (former) Soviktt&s. In Southeaéisia, theAssociation of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) has recently createdAIBEAN Inteigovernmental Commission on
Human Rights, and the Leaguedndb Sates in 2009 created theab Human Rights Committee.

In addition, the UN, InteAmerican, and\frican systems appoint individual experts to monitor
human rights conditions in a range of priority areas, such as arbitrary detention and discrimination.
These experts are often called rapporteurs, and they carry out their work by receiving information
from civil society visiting countries, and reporting on human rights conditions and the ways in
which they violate or comply with international norms. The Council of Europe's Commissioner
for Human Rights fulfills a similar role, although his mandate is not issue-specific. The UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights supports and coordinates the UN's human rights activities, in
addition to independently addressing issues of concern through country visits, dialogue with
stakeholders, and public statements, much as rapporteurs do.

Indian Right System: Its Similarity with Human Rights

Since the days of the Ind¥&alley Civilization, Indian culture has been the product of a
synthesis of diverse cultures and religions that came into contact with the enormous Indian sub
continent over a very long stretch of tindes Jawaharlal Nehru notes, there is "an unbroken
continuity between the modern and the most ancient phases of Hindu thought extending over
three thousand years." The rights of man have been the concern of all civilizations from time
immemorial. "The concept of the rights of man and other fundamental rights was not unknown
to the people of earlier periodS'he Babylonian Laws and thessyrian laws in the Middle
East, the "Dharma" of théedic period in India and the jurisprudence of Lao-Tze and Confucius
in China, have championed human rights throughout the history of human civilization. The Indian
concept perceives the individual, the society and the universe as an organic whole. Everyone is
a child of God and all fellow beings are related to one another and belong to a universal family
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In this context, Mahatma Gandhi remarks, "l do not want to think in terms of the whole world.
My patriotism includes the good of mankind in general. Therefore my service to India includes
the services of humanity

In general, 'rights' refers to the moral or legal entitlement over someilsipgr lawrights
are considered as the reasonable claim of the individuals which are accepted by the society and
approved by statute. It can be fundamental rights or human rights. The rights which are
fundamental to the life of the citizens of a country are known as fundamental rights.

The basic difference between Human Rights and Fundamental rights may be cited
below in the comparative chart:

BASIS FOR FUNDAMENT AL RIGHTS HUMAN RIGHTS
COMPARISON
Meaning Fundamental Rights means the primafyHuman Rights are the basic
rights of the citizens which are justifiableights that all the human beings
and written in the constitution. can enjoyno matter where the¢y
live, what they do, and how thpy
behave, etc.
Includes Basic Rights Only Basic andA\bsolute Rights
Scope It is country specific. Itis universal.

Basic Principle

Right of freedom

Right of life with dignity

Guarantee Constitutionally guaranteed Internationally guaranteed

Enforcement | Enforceable by the court of law Enforceable by United Natign
Organization.

Origin Originated from the views of democrati©riginated from the ideas of

society

civilized nations.

The Fundamental Rights in India are considered as basic human rights of all citizens,
irrespective of their gendegaste, religion or creed efithese sections are the vital elements of
the constitution, which was developed between 1947 and 1949 by the Constitution of India.

There are six fundamental rights in India. They are:

« Rightto Equality

+ Rightto Freedom

« Rightagainst Exploitation

e Rightto Freedom of Religion

o Cultural and Educational Rights

« Right to Constitutional Remedies.
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Fundamental rights differ from ordinary rights in the sense that the former are inviolable.
No law; ordinance, custom, usage, or administrative order can abridge or take thedrgway
law, which is violative of any of the fundamental right, is voidADM Jabalpur v Shukla,

Justice Beg observed "the object of making certain general aspects of rights fundamental is to
guarantee them against illegal invasion of these rights by executive, legislative, or judicial organ
of the Sate." Earlier Chief Justice Subba Rao in Golak Natt®ate of Punjab had rightly
observed, "Fundamental rights are the modern name for what have been traditionally known as
natural rights."

Along with the Fundamental Rights, The Directive Principles have been used to uphold the
Constitutional validity of legislations in case of a conflict with the Fundamental Rigtitde
31C, added by the 25&mendment in 1971, provided that any law made to gifexefo the
Directive Principles idrticle 39(b)-(c) would not be invalid on the grounds that they derogated
from the Fundamental Rights conferredticles 14, 19 and 3T.he application of this article
was sought to be extended to all the Directive Principles by theAfiaddment in 1970, but
the Supreme Court struck down the extension as void on the ground that it violated the basic
structure of the Constitution. The Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles have also been
used together in forming the basis of legislation for social welfare. The Supreme Court, after the
judgement in the Kesavananda Bharati case, has adopted the view of the Fundamental Rights
and Directive Principles being complementary to each o#aeh supplementing the other's
role in aiming at the same goal of establishing a welfare state by means of social revolution.

Moreoverthe Supreme Court has used the Fundamental Duties to uphold the Constitutional
validity of statutes which seeks to promote the objects laid out in the Fundamental Duties. These
Duties have also been held to be obligatory for all citizens, subject to the State enforcing the
same by means of a valid lalihe Supreme Court has also issued directions tot#tte i this
regard, with a view towards making the provisions effective and enabling a citizens to properly
perform their duties.

The Indian Constitution is a document rich in human rights jurisprudence. This is an elaborate
charter on human rights ever framed by any State in the world. Part Ill of the Indian Constitution
may be characterized as the 'Magna Carta' of India. The Judiciary in India plays a significant
role in protecting human rights. The Indian Courts have now become the courts of the poor and
the struggling masses and left open their portals to the fimoignorant, the illiterates, the
downtrodden, the have-nots, the handicapped i'nd the half-hinadfrpaked countrymen.

Conclusion: Scope for Improvement

There is now near-universal consensus that all individuals are entitled to certain basic rights
under any circumstances. These include certain civil liberties and political rights, the most
fundamental of which is the right to life and physical safidtyman rights in general or other
specific rights in particulaare the articulation of the need for justice, tolerance, mutual respect,
and human dignity in all of our activit$peaking of rights allows us to express the idea that all
individuals are part of the scope of morality and justice.
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As far as the Indian scenario is taken into consideration, judiciary is an independetit body
remains aloof from the intervention of various ministers or any other, hed¥xecutive or
Legislature.

So basicallyour constitution provided power to judiciary in order to protect our rights.
(Article 32) This power is given in the form of writes. These writs include- Habeas Corpus,
Mandamus, Prohibition, Quo warranto and certiorari.

Each time and every time the rights are violated, one can move to the high court or the
supreme court. Such a case concludes with the court issuing writs as per your violation of rights.

Any citizen, from a beggar to the first citizen of the nation may move to similar court for
protecting their rights.

Indian judiciary is supposed to be independent and pit free, protecting the fundamental
rights of its citizens.

Constructing a govt. from the ground up with human rights paramount requires a clearly-
written constitution with the rights written into it. That gives us a legal framework to refer to, but
by itself it isn't enough¥ou also need a population that knows its rights, knows the constitution,
and is willing to keep them. That population also has to be capable of defending those rights, or
some govt. will eventually try to steal them. Ultimatele need "eternal vigilance".

When fundamental rights are violated person can file writ petition under article 226 in high
court in which jurisdiction he/she reside or person directly approach supreme court under article
32 of Indian constitution . Even person can directly go to supreme court without going any other
court , our constitution recognize supreme court as a guardian of fundamental right , the right to
move the Supreme Court itself is a fundamental right under article 32.

Fundamental rights are guaranteed by the constitution and when it is denied you can either
move the high court or the Supreme coMvhen anyAct or law is inconsistent with the
fundamental rights it will be void.

As far as the global perspective holds gdadprotect human rights is to ensure that people
receive some degree of decent, humane treatif@ntolate the most basic human rights, on
the other hand, is to deny individuals their fundamental moral entitlements. It is, in a sense, to
treat them as if they are less than human and undeserving of respect andihgnityles are
acts typically deemed "crimes against humahitycluding genocide, torture, slavemape,
enforced sterilization or medical experimentation, and deliberate starvation. Because these policies
are sometimes implemented by governments, limiting the unrestrained power of the state is an
important part of international lawnderlying laws that prohibit the various "crimes against
humanity" is the principle of nondiscrimination and the notion that certain basic rights apply
universally

As a general consensus and to set up certain guardian spirit to protect the human rights,
international humanitarian law has been enacted to preserve humanity in all circumstances,
even during conflicts. Such law "creates areas of peace in the midst of conflict, imposes the
principle of a common humanijtsind calls for dialogue." It rules out unlimited force or total war
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and seeks to limit the use of violence in the hopes of maintaining the necessary conditions for a
return to peac&/arious international committees are in place to monitor compliance with human
rights standards and report any violationden breaches do ocgihey are brought to the
attention of international tribunals or tried in an international court or war crimes tribunal.

But conflicts sometimes progress beyond the state at which international law c#shelp.
the number of victims grows and more individuals are taken pristontered, or executed, it
becomes more difficult to resort to the legal path.

In addition, it is often difficult to "reconcile the safeguarding of human rights with conflict
resolution." Many peacekeeping and conflict-prevention initiatives have failed both to protect
human rights and help the parties towards conflict resolution. In part this is due to the fact that
while wars between states have diminished, wars within states have escalated. Many internal
conflicts involve a sge in oganized violence. Genocide, crimes against humamit/aggression
against civilians have become a central part of warfare in these "internal" conflicts. Such violence
often arises out of identity issues -- in-group/out-group dynamics -- and attempts of one ethnic
or religious group to gain and maintain political control and to exclude other groups. Such conflicts
are often not fought over principles or ideas, but rather focus on differences. The "outsiders" are
dehumanized, making human rights violations such as severe discrimination or ethnic cleansing
all the more psychologically feasible. Thus, attacks on human rights are often at the very heart
of these internal conflicts.

In response, public authorities must regain control of organized violence. This means a re-
establishment of the rule of law and a rebuilding of trust in public authorities. In addition, more
inclusive, democratic values are needed to defuse exclusivist ideals. In the face of such violations,
leaders must champion international legal norms and human rights. These human rights norms
are central to the maintenance of civil sogiahd necessary for grounding attitudes of tolerance
and mutual respect within communities.

Serious dificulties arise, howevewhen those in power are responsible for human rights
violations. In this case, outside intervention is necessary to stop the abuse.

Many note that in order to truly address human rights violations, we must strive to understand
the underlying causes of these breaches. These causes have to do with underdevelopment,
economic pressures, various social problems, and international conditions. Indeed, the roots of
repression, discrimination, and other denials of human rights stem from deeper and more complex
political, social, and economic problems. It is only by understanding and ameliorating these root
causes and strengthening civil society that we can truly protect human rights.
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GEOSCIENCE3ND OUR COUNTRY :

A FEWPROPOSALS ONHE ROADAHEAD
Subrata Ghosh *

ABSTRACT : It is highlighted why a widely prevailing and deeply entrenched Geoscience (i.e. Earth
Science) cultue in Indian society is extemely necessar. An important underlying reason forseveral
countries in the world being now considered as 'Developed' is that all those countries invariably have
such a culture. Because ours is still a developing econopwe cannot eally afford to have a scatteed
and unsystematic approach towards Geosciences. This subject is most intimately linked with the very
creation, existence and evolution of plant and animal kingdom as well as the progress of human
civilization on the Earth. A very well-planned, well-coordinated and systematic apmrach is required

in the field of Earth Science Education, Reseah and Administration and their funding in our
country. A few ideas in this egard are put forward with necessay substantiation. It is briefly explained
why and how with a balanced development in the field of Earth Sciences, our country can reap huge
benefits, both tangible and intangible.

[Key words: Earth Sciences - Environmental crises - Mineral shortage - Natural disasters - Geological
map of the Himalayas - Theoretical and Predictive Geosciences]

INTRODUCTION

In order to have far-reaching beneficial consequences for our nation and for the world, a
very well-planned, well-coordinated and systematic approach is required in the field of Earth
Science Education, Research aatininistration and their funding in our counttgking into
account the interests of the whole spectrum of stake-hol@®sveloping country like ours
cannot really afford to have a scattered and unsystematic approach in this field, as that would
lead to a very undesirable wastage of whatever limited resources we have - material, intellectual
and time.

There is no doubt that unless and until rational modernization of the Earth Science Education
- Research - andAdministration throughout the country is accorded a very high pr,dinigy
goal of obtaining a truly 'Developed India’ cannot be achieved. The Earth Science System is a
complex and multi-factor one; therefore for a proper understanding of this system and, thereafter
for gleaning beneficial outcomes through requisite non-destructive manipulations in that system
would require really bright mindé.developed Earth Science culture in the country can indeed
help in solving many crises looming over it in a much shorter time than otherwise - be it
environmental crisis, groundwater shortage and mismanagement crisis, energy mineral shortage
crisis, various metallic and non-metallic mineral shortage crisis, various natural disasters, etc.
The level of awareness about rocks, minerals, fossils etc. among common men and young

*Associate Professor of Geolodyumgapur Government College, apur - 713 214, E.mail: sg1961@gmail.com
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school-goers in the so-called developed countries is way above that of ours; there is certainly a
huge achievable scope before us for the requisite improvement. The proposals put forward here
may be implemented by our national government and the state governments alike, preferably in
tandem. The author's conviction in this matter is such as would invite him to predict that whichever
government in the developing world would truly realize the importance of, and would sincerely
work towards introducing, a deep-rooted Earth Science Culture in soetetyl bring about a

very positive change in the state under its control, sooner than later

THE PROPOSALS AND THEIR POSSIBLE BENEFICIAL CONSEQUENCES

1. Every H.S. school in India should recruit a geologist to teach a compulsory and full-scale
subject of 'Our Earth and our environment' in classes Xl & XlI to all students (whether from the
Humanities or Commerce or Science or any other stream). [The present author would be glad
to give his inputs in the formulation of the syllabus of the subject, if required.]

If this is implemented soon, then in a few years' time from a@ensiderably lge section
of the Indian people would be scientifically conversant about our globe (which is the only known
habitat so far of the human race and of all other living beings including plants) and about how
limited the quantities of the extractable non-renewable natural resources are for our use. This,
in turn, would make them aware about the positive implications of the prudent and sustainable
use of the natural resources including groundwater; quite naturally their activities would become
more environment-friendAs a consequence, for instance, the menace of the arsenic pollution,
fluoride pollution etc. of the groundwater would gradually disappear and would not recur; the
indiscriminate drawal of groundwater for allowing extremely water-intensive cultivation of rice
at the peak of summer months in vast areas of lower Ganga-Brahmaputra Delta would stop
(instead, the alternative less water-intensive, yet economically more viable, crop cultivation
practices would take root). There may be countless other benefits which will come in so many
ways for the entire countrgnd also for the world (particularly in terms of environmental and
ecological preservation). The chances of getting world-class experts indigenously will also increase
manifold: among other things, many students from Bengal deltaic region may turn into experts in
Quaternanplluvial Geology & Neotectonics; many students born and brought up in the Himalayas
may become specialists in Himalayan GeoJa@gy so on.

2. Detailed geological mapping of the extra-peninsular India must be completed as early as
possible, using all forms of relevant technologies and man-power available.

The importance of the Himalayas in geoscientific, environmental and climatological, economic,
strategic, socio-cultural and in so many other terms is unimaginably huge. It is a real pity that
even then this mountain belt is still so poorly mapped geologicaliypared to, satheAlps, the
Appalachians, the Rockies, etc. Often it is said that the status of our present geological knowledge
about the Himalayas as a whole is comparable to what it was 100 years ago ahips.the
Geological map of the entire Indian Himalayas on 1:50000 scale is still not available. Knowledge
equips us with poweand our future becomes bright if we can use that knowledge constructively
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But unless we have the relevant knowledge, how can we hope to brighten our future by using
the power conferred by such knowledge? Detailed geological mapping of the Himalayas would
provide us with crucial background knowledge with which rapid, yet sustainable, progress can
be made in numerous fields - economic, geostrategic, academic, etc.

The Himalayas are the youngest and the loftiest mountain belt on our globe. These mountains
are still rising. The evidences required for knowing about the geological attributes of these
mountains, as also the mountain-building and mountain-erosion processes thoamagily
there so well-preserved - for us to go, see, record and interpret. In comparison, the mountain
belts like theAravallis, the Eastern Ghats and those of the Singhbhum-Odisha region are not so
bountiful. The geoscientists from the developed world are often bewildered why the geoscientific
communities from the Himalayan countries like India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, China etc. are
not grabbing the opportunity whole-heartedligey often repent for the international political
situations posing hindrances in their efforts to study the Himalayas.

The present author had attended an excellent Discussion Meelfiagtonic Evolution of
the Himalayas andiibet oiganized by the Royal Society in London way back in November
1987. There in reply to one of his questions regarding the possible ways of filling up the crucial
gaps in our knowledge about the geology and tectonics of the HimalayBhjllEngland (then
a geophysicist of international renown from the Oxford Univer&itgland, UK) highlighted the
importance of collaborativefefts among the Earth scientists, both nationally and internatipnally
using a wide range of tools from field observations to space geodetic techniques, for rapid filling
up of the crucial gaps in our knowledge about the Himalayas (see p.320 in the Proceedings of
that meeting edited by Shackleton, DeweWéndley, 1988).

3.An international grade regular journal in the name of 'Theoretical and Predictive Geoscience'
should be launched in India soon.

India is still a developing economy having quite limited monetary resources, but there is no
dearth of talents here. Sophisticated running laboratories full of various state-of-the-art analytical
instruments useful for geological and geophysical research are very limited in number in this
country compared to any developed courtso the availability of research grants and various
modern portable technological instruments is yet to reach the desired level. Contrast these with
the availability of research talents in our counirye proposed journal of 'Theoretical and
Predictive Geoscience' will considerably enlarge the scope for constructive utilization of the
geological talent pool available here. This is because the theoretical exercises would not require
much of analytical instrument support, while the significant amount of resources available through
the Internet would be readily accessible to the theoretical researchers in Earth Sciences. The
retired professionals with a life-time of experience backing them and with a research bent of
mind can certainly contribute a lot. Many other working professionals in Ge@egphysics,
Geography etc. who are outside the research grant support net, could be attracted towards
writing theoretical and/or predictive research articles. There would be really a great possibility
that many of the most controversial issues in Geosciences could be resolved with the help of the
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leads obtained from the articles published in that journal.
4. A flexible and progressive system is to be introduced in India for research funding in
Earth Sciences.

() Academic department-centric research funding system should start immeé&iatély
UG and PG Department of Geology (or Earth Sciences) should be invited to submit
major Departmental research project proposal. During the initial allocation and
disbursement of the funds (after necessary assessment of the viability of the proposed
research projects), the criteria established should be applied uniformly for all such
departments from which the viable research proposals have come. But the research
outcomes or outputs should be monitored at regular intervals very honestly and
objectively and in an unbiased mannand the continuation or renewal of research
funding should be strictly linked with positive outcomes ohhe UG & PG students
with good research potential may also be allowed to get involved with such departmental
research projects. [®Vmust no longer ignore the fact that ayéamajority of our
young brains are not getting attracted to basic sciences these days, let alone the Earth
Sciences. Unless we takdesftive measures to reverse the trend immediaasha
Nation we would soon become miserably handicapped.]

(i) Now that Internet technology is readily and quite inexpensively available in our gountry
the shifting of base of a researcher (shye to transfer of posting) may not always
severely hamper his/her research output, particularly if the concerned researcher is
keen on pursuing the research already started. The funding agencies should have a
practical and pragmatic viewand should maintain a nourishing atmosphere for the
sincere researchers in such cases and should allow them to continue with their research
projects at least till the originally agreed project fruition timeéMest Bengal, the
service of the full-time teachers in the State Government-owned colleges is transferable.
These teachers may intermittently get transferred to other Government colleges in the
State or to administrative (i.e. academic bureaucratic) positions as per the requirement
of the State Government (i.e. the Employer). Many of these college teachers are
good researchers as well. By taking a prudent and progressivyéahttemswconcerned
funding agency allows the researcher to complete the research project even from his/
her new place of posting, the ultimate output from the research funding would be very
impressive.

5.With so many prudent reforms in the financial sector ensuring healthy revenue inflow to

the central and several state exchequers, the Union Government and the concerned State
Governments should now ensure the following as early as possible:

() AllUG and PG Departments of Earth Sciences in India should be provided with very
dependable and powerful wireless broadband Internet connectivity and ready access
to all major e-books and the Internet edition of all the major national and international
level research journals in Earth Sciences.
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(i) Each UG or PG Department of Earth Sciences in India should be provided with at
least one well-equipped virtual classroom. In that classroom, e-conference facility
and the facility for downloading the open-source lectures or tutorials, live &/or recorded,
delivered by the world-renowned experts in Earth Sciences, should be available.

(i) The intending teachers in all the UG and PG Departments of Earth Sciences should
be given annual travel and sustenance grants for attending conference/workshop/
specialized training etc. for regular updating of their knowledge and keeping themselves
abreast with the modern developments in their respective fields.

(iv) There should be a dynamically evolving, near fool-proof and unbiased mechanism for
monitoring the performance of the teachers in all such UG and PG Departments in
teaching &/or research &/or administration, and for pointing out all the distinct scopes
for improvement to them, as also the likely ways for bringing in such improvements.

(v) Atthe initial recruitment stage for the teaching posts in all the UG and PG Departments
of Earth Sciences, proper assessment of the teaching ability as also the research
ability and administrative ability of the candidates has to be done very carefully; just a
15 minutes' interview per candidate may not always lead to the best possible selection.
Those who are highly research oriented with little knack or aptitude for teaching are
to be encouraged to join dedicated research institutiteechers have the very
profound responsibility of developing able and dedicated future professionals in their
discipline(s)A relative weightage scheme is suggested for recruitment in the teaching
posts: 50% marks for teaching abili3p% marks for research ability and 20% marks
for administrative ability

6. Through optimal and &dctive utilization of national level infrastructure (like ffraining
Centres of the Geological Survey of India) there should be arrangements for short-term training
of the willing teachers of Earth Sciences in the country (particularly the new recruits).

In spite of the existence of the present OP & RC (Orientation Programme and Refresher
Course) System, there is certainly a strong need for motivational training of the newly recruited
teachers of all UG & PG Departments of Earth Sciences in our country (in the same way as the
in-service B.Ed. training is encouraged in case of teachers in the secondary and H.S. schools);
this can ensure achieving a standardized minimum level of quality in teaching throughout the
country To this end an extremely valuable idea would be to utilize the national-level infrastructure
which exists in the form of the excellent network & G Training Centres in varied geological
terrains of India. This would not only ensure exposure of the Earth Science teachers of the
country to the extremely important and different geological field areas and let them have hands-
on experience of studying those terrains using modern methodologies, but also initiate profound
academia-industry partnership with far-reaching consequences for our country and the world.
The process may start initially with the willing teachers from among both the existing ones and
the new recruits.

7. Sreamlined Industry Academia and Intra-Academia Exchange System to be firmly
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introduced for faculty improvement and for bringing uniformity in the quality of teaching
Geosciences across the country

Itis an unpleasant truth that there is no uniformity in the quality of education being imparted
in Geosciences across the higher education institutions in our cdhtigyabsolute uniformity
is never realistically possible in this mattieis not dificult to ensure an acceptable common
minimum level of uniformityAs many of us knowsuch minimum common standard is quite
nicely maintained across the higher education institutions in the UK, but not so much in the
USA. Internet facility can largely make up for the dearth of learning resource infrastructure, but
the non-uniformity in the availability of good teachers is a much serious issue. One prudent way
would be to introduce immediately a verfeefive and streamlined system of Industkgademia
and Intra-Academia Expert Exchange Programmes - may be, initially for a short-term of 3-
months, and then for 6- to 12-months. If the shifting of job from industry to academia or the
other way becomes easy and financially viable, if not rewarding, in our cquhéwy the said
problem can be tackled easiBut, it is strongly emphasized that the system of recruitment of
teachers must be as evolved and as foolproof as possible always, as the teachers would for ever
remain the most important nation-builders.

8. Earth Science Syllabus (UG & PG) prescribed by the UGC needs dynamic updating
every three to four years, taking honest inputs from a large section of teachers and industry
professionals.

Direct experience of the author from teaching at both UG & PG levels in Geology enabled
him to find that the current UGC-recommended UG Syllabus for Geology in Semester System
(CBCS) is below par and, therefore, it would do more harm than good to our cohiris
because the scope to learn the core branches of the subject has been severely curtailed in it;
instead, much emphasis has been given to several modern, but sulisidiatyes (which the
students with competence in the core branches can easily learn in short time afterwards). But
the reverse cannot be achieved ever; the students going through the present course in general
can never gain competence in the core branches of Gealogdjyhus they will turn into half-
baked professionals afterwards. It is strongly desired that the UGC immediately adopts a system
whereby there will be a dynamic system of updating and modernization of the syllabi every
three to four years, by taking honest inputs from the widest possible spectrum of teachers and
industry professionals. Having a proper syllabus at the UG level in particular and proper teaching
or coverage of that syllabus in the classrooms, can never be over-emphasized in a country full of
diversity like ours.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

It is believed that there must be many others in the Indian Earth Science community who
are also thinking along these lines. The need of the hour is to find out ways for implementing
these and other associated ideas as early as possible. Then the rest of the world would watch
with awe and appreciate how one of the oldest living civilizations has quietly brought about its
own revolutionary progressive transformation, by making sincere, focussed and intelligent efforts
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from within. This will clarify to all, the reason why civilization can also survive for long in spite
of innumerable vicissitudes. The practical benefits will be there for all to see - stemming of
environmental degradation, fight against global warming, groundwater conservation, sustainable

use of non-renewable energy and mineral resources, prediction-prevention-and-mitigation of
various natural disasters, etc.
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SURGER INANCIENT INDIA: IN THE CONTEXTOF

SUSRURA SAMHITA
Ayan Banerjee*

Indian physicians possessed high degree of knowledge, skill and efficiency in the various
facets of Medical Sciences in early India. gy, like present days, was an integral part of
Medical Science in India from the proto-historic age. This paper focuses on the history of
surgery in the ancient Indian history mainly in the light of Susruta Sambhita, the most famous
ancient Indian text on sgery.

The history of surgery in India traced back its origin to the first urban civilization of the
subcontinent, i.e., Harappan Civilization (c.2800-1750 BCE). Some skulls with the sign of trepa-
nation have been recovered from Harappa, Lothal and Kalibahiggrhening was possibly
one of the earliest forms of surgical operations on the skull. In the operation, a piece of calva-
rium was removed from the human skull without damaging the blood vessels, meninges and the
brain.

The RigVeda (c.1500-1000 BCE) was the earliest literary creation ofele Aryans.

The divine twin physicians and gi@onsAsvin brothers were one of the most prominent and
frequently mentioned (376 times in the Rieda, with 57 hymns specifically dedicated to them)
gods of the Rigveda.According to the Rig/eda,Asvins were capable of ensuring safe and
painless delivery of children and providing the injured with an artificial limb if there occurred any
loss of limb.

The Atharvaveda refers to few diseases and gelarumber of medicinal plant¥he
anatomical parts of the body are enumerated and disease syndromes are also specified in the
Atharvaveda. It recognizes the importance of the act of healing and healers. May be these are
the reasons because of which the Charaka Samhita and the Susruta Samhita recognize the
Atharvaveda's authority and most of the scholars try to find the rodyuwfeda from the
Atharvaveda.

Medical science of India is known Agurveda (literallythe science of life or the science
of longevity). PV.Sharma opines “the basic concepts oftherveda were formulated during
the period of Upanishads and were crystallized and documented in the great safhitasda .

Charaka and Susruta are the two great ancient authoritlggioreda. Charaka Samhita and
Susruta Samhita had attracted a vast body of commentaries. The Susruta Sambhita is our main
source of knowledge about ancient Indiargsuy But it has an uncertain chronology and there

are various strata of authorship in the presently available Susruta Samhita. This text has been
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updated time and again and the present recension of Susruta Sambhita is a redaction by Nagarjuna.
His identity and time period remain uncertain. Most scholars have placed him in the post-Gupta
period. Howeverthis view is not unanimously accepted.

Susruta lays stress on the accurate knowledge of anatomy as a necessary guide for the
successful practice of g1ery He can be called 'Father Ahatomy' as welAs 'Father of
Surgery'. Susruta, who was primarily a surgeon, it was essential to him to prepare a good and
practical base of anatomy without which surgery could not stand. The Susruta Samhita points
out,”A dead body selected for this purpose should not be wanting in any of its parts, should not
be very old of one who died of any protracted disease or of poison.' Besides dead bodies of
humans Susruta also encouraged to practice surgery on dummies, dead animals and different
kinds of vegetables and fruits like watermelon, cucupdmarrd etc. By practicing sygry on a
particular part of either of a fruit or of a vegetable or on a carcass of an animal having similarity
regarding physical features to some extent, the would be surgeon can acquire that particular
operative skill in case of a human bodg is evident from the practice of extraction by the
exemplification of taking out seeds and teeth out of jackfruit and jaws of a dead animal respec-
tively. According to Susruta, Sgical acts or operations are divided into eighfiedént kinds
such ag\mputating (Chhedya), Excising (Bhedya), Scraping (Lekhya), Puncturadh{),
Searching or probing (Eshya), Extracting (Aharya), Evacuating fluisisya) and Suturing
(Sivya).

The Susruta Samhita describes in detail about the surgical instruments. The number of
surgical instruments is one hundred and twenty one - one hundred and one blunt and twenty
sharp. But the hand itself is to be viewed as the most important of the instruments. Why is it so?
Because all these instruments are ineffectual without the hand and only as subjected to the hand
the instrument acquire their function. The working hands of the surgeon have been considered
in the Susruta Samhita as the most important surgical instrument. The instruments, mentioned in
the Susruta Samhita, include different shapes of scalpels, lancets, needles, trocars, catheters
etc. The instruments should be made of iron by skilled and experienced blacksmiths.

The Susruta Samhita divides the surgical procedures into three phases- purva karma (pre-
operative procedures), pradhana karma (operative measures or the main surgery) and paschat
karma (post-operative measures). Purva karma includes preparing the patient, the operation
theatre and the instruments. Pradhana karma includes the surgery and eight surgical proce-
dures. Paschat karma includes bandaging, re-dressing, cleansing the wounds, healing proce-
dures, cosmetic restoration procedures etc. These stages of a surgery are quite similar in mod-
ern days also. The procedures prove that the author/authors of Susruta Samhita had a vast
knowledge of surgery and he/they had practical experiences of doing lots of surgeries.

Different kinds of surgical operations have been described in great detail in the Susruta
Samhita. Operations were carried for piles, fistula, hernia, laprat@garean section, cataract
etc. Operative extraction was practised to remove stones, loose teeth, impacted foreign bodies
and dead foetuses. In case where intestines are injured, Susruta advises that the protruded part
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should be gently replaced by following with fing&isuigeon should enlge the wound in it, if
necessaryby means of a knife. In case where the intestine is severed, parts should be held
together by applying living black ants to their ends. Then their bodies should be cut off living the
headsAfter this the intestine should be fairly replaced in the abdominal cavity and external
opening stitched and properly dressed. Skill in extracting the foreign bodies was carried to a
great height, the magnet being used for iron particles under certain specified circumstances.
Tumours and enlged lymphatic glands were also cut out.

Susruta classified various types of bones in humans. His classification is quite similar with
the modern day classification of human borf@gaumatic orthopaedic syery was also de-
scribed by Susruta. He distinguishes between a fracture and a dislocation. Six types of disloca-
tion and twelve types of fracture were described in the Susruta Sambhita. There were fourteen
varieties of bandages. The favourite of splint was made of thin slips of bamboo bound together
with string and cut to the length required.

Some kinds of ophthalmic saary were prescribed in the Susruta Samkitaong six
parts of the Susruta Samhita, the last part is the Ultarima. The Salakaydantra is one of
the portions of this UttarBantra.This Salakaydantra describes sgical measures for various
eye diseases and anatomy of the eye quite distigtigmita Basu Majumdar and.[Suchira
Ghosh have shown us the anatomical description of the eye in the in the Susruta Samhita and
modern medical science have resemblance with many such things. The surgical treatment of
cataract (known as couching in modern medical science) is described in the Susruta Samhita in
great detail.

The plastic and the rhino plastic surgery is the unique contribution of Susruta for which the
world is indebted to him. In this way he can be called the 'Father of PlagiiergualsoA
special branch of sgery was devoted to rhino plasty operation for improving deformed ear
and noses and forming new ones. The process of affixing an artificial nose is described in the
Susruta Samhita. The practice of a difficult surgery like plastic surgery in early India is really
astonishing and it proves the knowledge and skills of ancient Indian surgeons.

Susruta also writes about midwifefye application of forceps in cases ofidiilt labour,
the different turning, flexing and gliding movements and other obstetric operation involving the
destruction and mutilation of the child, such as craniotomy were first systematically described in
the Susruta Samhita. Susruta who advocates caesarean section in hopeless cases of obstruc-
tion, lays down that the instruments should be employed in those cases where the proportion
between the child and maternal passage is so defective that medicated plasters, fumigations etc,
are not sufcient to efect a natural delivery

Itis evident from the previous discussion that Indian doctors in early India were very skilled
in surgical operations. But one thing is surprising that there were no clear reference to anaes-
thesia or anaesthetic Ayurvedic texts. It suggests that the science of anaesthesia was not so
developed during that period. It is obvious that the contemporary surgeons felt the necessity of
an agent which would produce insensibility to pain. It is interesting that both Charaka and
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Susruta prescribed wine to produce this effect. Charaka writes, “After extraction of a dead
foetus before the full term of pregnancy wine should be prescribed féohtat will improve

the condition of her uterus, make her happy and alleviate the pain of the operation.' Susruta
prescribes wine to produce anaesthetic effect more specifically “wine should be used before
operation to produce insensibility to pain.' So it can be said beyond doubt that early Indian
surgeons could not able to develop the science of anaesthesia as other parts of surgical science.
Ballala's Bhojaprabandha mentions about a cranial operation performed on king Bhoja while the
operation was performed he was rendered insensibility by a drug called sammohini. Siva Sharma
writes, 'sammohana and sanjivana powders are mentioned to make the patient insensible and
restore him to consciousness after the operation is dl@wever from the Bhojaprabandha

we can safely assume that the Indian surgeons at least acquired some knowledge about the
science of anaesthesia from the early part of tenth cefdifignd they practised it success-

fully during painful surgical operations.

If India and Indians claim to take pride of some things in ancient world, medical science,
especially the surgical science would be definitely one of them. Probing into the history of
medical and sgjical science beyond nationalist ideology with impartiglityan be undoubtedly
said that ancient Indian surgical science, as compared to that age was astonishing in the domain
of science. Probably Indian surgical science and the knowledge and proficiency of Indian sur-
geons in the contemporary world were most advanced. If study of chemical science, technology
and different branches of science are comparatively analysed Indian surgeons appeared to be
similarly capable of surgeries almost like modern surgeons, despite the status of the above
mentioned sciences at rudimentary stage. But the ancient Indian physicians could not achieve
great progress in the field of anaesthesia. In this context efficiency of ancient Indian surgeons
should be more credited. Early medieval India withessed advancement in anaesithesia.
study of history of ancient Indian surgery shows that it mainly developed and flourished centring
Susruta Samhita and different commentaries on it.
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NEOLIBERALISM, INDUSTRIALISATIONAND THE STATE
Suchismita Das*

Abstract: The primary reseach question that this papeiposes is: was the state ¥¥est Bengal
adopting a neoliberal mode of operation while acquiring land fothe Tata Motors Ltd (TML) factor y

in Singur? In addressing this question, this paper argues that neoliberalism, in practice, is far too
complex to be neatly adjusted into any empirical issue or phenomenon. In the case of Singur - as in
several other cases - one is thus left with a sense of uncertainty and ambiguity with respect to the
state and possibilities of neoliberal influences in it: one is confronted by a state that appears, on the
one hand, to be strongly interventionist while simultaneously adopting measures which compels
one to qualify it as neoliberal.

Introduction:

The primary research question that this paper tries to address is: was the fas¢ of
Bengal adopting a neoliberal framework of practice in its attempt to acquire land for the
development of the TML factory in Singur? In attempting to address this question, this paper
fundamentally argues that the concept of neoliberalism cannot be said to have been either
absolutely constitutive of or absolutely rejected in the course of land acquisition in. Shegur
main argument is that neoliberalism, as a general concept, entails a number of factors which
were visibly absent in the context of the issue of land grabbing in Singur while on the other hand,
certain other aspects of neoliberalism were quite conspicuous in it. This paper also deals with
the concept of the state and industrialization in India and particulailgshBengal to explore
the (lack of) possibilities of a permeation of a neoliberal logic in the economic sphere. It argues
that the logic of neoliberalism is far more fragmented in practice and thus requires a more
nuanced approach to be understood. It is not simply a concept to be imported and applied.
Ratherin the context of Singuit has manifested in a peculiarly contradictory way which makes
it difficult for anyone to label the situation in Singur as unambiguously neoliberal while
simultaneously creating a condition in which one is compelled to label it as neoliberal.

The paper begins with a discussion of the concept of neoliberalism itself and the way it first
emeged after the failure of the welfare regimes (Wistld War II. This section discusses the
rise of neoliberal thought in the international arena and the way this mode of thought was
gradually percolated in various countries of the world. This section also focusses on the
fundamental tenets of neoliberalism.

The second section of the paper deals with the concept of the state in general,dahd later
role of the state iVest Bengal in particulain promoting a specific brand of industrialization. It

*Asst. Professqept. of SociologyGovt. General Degree College, Mangalkot, Burdwan (East).
E.mail: suchismita2014@gmail.com
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also discusses the self-contradicting position adopted by the StggstiBengal over time, the
position of a particular political party - the CPI(M) - as virtually synonymous with the state, the
role of the CPI(M) in creating a condition in which the state appeared to be embedded in the
very beings of the people, seeming to form a part of their existence, and the struggle, negotiations
and compliance of the stateWest Bengal with the demands of neoliberal forces.

The third section deals with the practices of industrialization in India anwe$b Bengal
and tries to understand the changing relationship between industrialization and the state over the
years. This section firstly focuses on a brief history of industrialization and state building in
India. It explores how the relationship - peculiar to India - between the state and the industrial
sphere, led to the monopoly of certain elite business groups and their dominance over the years.
It traces a trajectory of the Indian economy and its eventual liberalization to explore how the
logic of neoliberalism practiced itself through the workings of the state. This section hazards the
argument that the logic of neoliberalism - insofar as it entails the acquisition for land for industrial
purposes and construction of Special Economic Zones (SEZs), Export Processing Zones (EPZSs)
or such other 'free trade zones' (FTZs) - could be said to have been in practice long before the
time of liberalization of the Indian economy in the 1990s. This section also tries to understand
the connection between the processes of industrialization and neoliberalism in the context of
West Bengal. It explores how in the context of Sinoatustrialization and neoliberalism could
be viewed as almost synonymous and virtually indistinguishable from each other and the
implications this conflation may have for each of the two concepts and the econ@vagtof
Bengal.

The next section engages in a brief discussion of the history of the issue of land acquisition
in Singur This section explores the complexities of the issue with the help of ethnographic
accounts of studies conducted in Sindfuexposes the ambivalences and contingencies that are
at work in the practices of resistance and conformity in everyday rural lives. This section then
tries to place the concepts of neoliberalism, industrialization and the state in the anthropologically
grounded works to understand how these concepts play out in this context. The importance of
the ethnographic accounts lies in their ability to expose the fragmented and ambiguous nature of
a reality which is constantly in a state of flux. It helps to offer an empirical grounding to theoretical
concepts such as the state, industrialization and neoliberalism.

The final section compiles the majogaments of this papefhe paper mainly explores
the ambivalent nature of the existence of certain kinds of economic logic in the context of the
issues of land acquisition and resistance in Sittgaxplores the origins of the logic of neoliberalism
and its peculiarly ambiguous manifestation in the context of Sihgwposes certain alternative
perspectives which offer a disturbance to the monolithic image of concepts such as 'necliberalism,’
'state,' 'industrialization,' or the ‘rural community' and instead offer a fragmented, ambivalent
image of their manifestations which helps to situate these concepts in an empirically grounded
reality.

A brief history of the concept of Neoliberalism:
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On tracing a historical trajectory of neoliberalism, one is led first to the origins of the welfare
state - which is often posed as the contrasting opposite to neolibehdtimnthe SecontVorld
War and the Great Depression, the welfare stategemhars the predominant form of governance:
government intervention was encouraged, there was increased social spending and maintenance
of large peacetime militaries. One of the factors which contributed towards making all of this
possible was the control exerted by the different governments of the world over the capital
flows and international trade (Cohen, 2012).

By the 1960s howevgthe welfare model began to crumble and the Bréttoods accord
of 1971 which had sustained the Euro-American relations of welfare, collapsed. There was a
rise in prices alongside a rise in unemployment and an economic slowdown all of which led
policy makers to conclude that government interference was to be blamed for the entire debacle.
These views were made concrete through tleshiigton Consensus' which entailed measures
of fiscal austeritygreater role of market determination, free trade, deregulation, privatization
and protection of private propertith these measures were born the first practices and concept
of neoliberalism. While initially these neoliberal reforms did bring about a certain degree of
financial stability which had been eroded by the previous welfare regime, around the 1980s to
the 2000s, there was growing instability within the neoliberal regime itself. The lending bubble
created by th#Vestern Banks, lack of constrain oVe@estern lending to developing countries,
imposition of austerity as almost a 'punishment,’ steadily worsening conditions of inequality all
eventually exposed the problems associated with the neoliberal framework of development as
well (Cohen, 2012).

The economic logic associated with neoliberalism in this context therefore was one which
endorsed the creation of deregulated and volatile debt to create the image of apparent prosperity
and promote demand. In a sense therefore, as Centeno and Cohatvsaswactually 'a form
of disguised Keynesianism with a drastically different distribution of costs and benefits: Instead
of being taxed to pay for public goods, the wealthy loaned governments money to finance debts.'
(Cohen, 2012, p. 322)

While this conflation of apparently contradictory forces (Keynesianism and neoliberalism)
in this manner is quite interesting, a crucial factor which only serves to further complicate the
relationship between the two is the factor of 'debt.' Interestibgth forms ultimately lead to
the creation of a debt - the welfare state has been known to have run into losses which made it
incur debts and the neoliberal state has been known to have been fundamentally based on debt
to begin with. In both the cases, the debts entail austerity measures leading to cuts in social
spending. Both frameworks of economic ways of thought and practice therefore lead to conditions
of which require a bail out. In a way then, the question arises as to wherein lie the differences
between the two framewaorks at all. One crucial way in which neoliberalism stands out however
is in its logic of accumulatiousterity, in this context, becomes almost a virtue in itSeiie
logic of private accumulation that thrives in a neoliberal atmosphere allows for the private gain
of a small collective even at the expense of and during the period of debt whereas the Keynesian
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mode does not necessarily endorse private accumulation as the primary or sole objective.

The practice of neoliberalism was further made concrete with the coming to power of
Ronald Reagan and MgaretThatcherOne of the factors that remained unchanged throughout,
howeverwas the role of the state. Unlike what was theoretically and ideally assumed in neoliberal
thought, the state did not recede or restrain itself from intervening in the conditions of the
market.What did happen as a result of neoliberalism howevas a 'sacrifice’' of some 'public
sector projects' and yet, broader economic guarantees and government securities were not
tampered with. This offered a safety valve for neoliberalism: by allowing certain welfare facilities
to continue, it broke he possibilities of organized opposition (Cohen, 2012). Thus, despite the
various negative impacts such as regressive taxes and growing asynmaelityeralism
continued to appear as the sole possibility to most governments.

Broadly therefore, a neoliberal influence on economic policies entailed a deregulation of the
market, reducing the licenses that had a role to play in controlling and regulating the flows of the
market, the prices of commodities and so on.

Fundamental tenets of neoliberalism:

The four main modes in which neoliberalism can be thought of are namely: in terms of
economic reform policies of deregulation, liberalization and privatization; as a prescriptive
framework of socio-economic arrangement that defines the roles of |ahpital and state; as
an ideology that values market exchange as an ethic; and as a mode of governance that entails
a self regulating market (Ganti, 2014). This kind of an understanding of neoliberalism helps to
clarify the concept further and facilitates our attempts to approximate the degrees of influences
that this concept may have had in our field of stuidgnakes the concept more lucid in our
minds and aids us in our attempts to locate it in an empirically grounded arena.

As Tejaswini Ganti clarifies furthelin April 1947, a group of economists from Europe and
the United $ate gathered in... Mont Pelerin To combat its sense of intellectual isolation and
lack of influence on policy markets, the group founded the Mont Pelerin Society (MPS) to build
a transnational network of intellectuals who could be trusted to promote the cause of
neoliberalism... their draft... argued that individual freedom could be preserved only in a society
that protected private property and had a competitive market as the foundation of economic
activity. Private property in terms of the means of production was seen as key to decentralizing
power and preventing its concentration, which could otherwise jeopardise individual freedom.
Freedom of choice across all domains of production and consumption - of the praduker
and consumer - was imperative for the efficient and satisfactory production of goods and services.
Freedom of choice also extended to individuals who should have the right to plan their own lives
rather than be directed by a centralized planning authi@¢€gnti, 2014, p. 92)

The core tenets of neoliberalism therefore are linked to the notion of private property and
individual freedomAt the moment of its inception, the concept of neoliberalism was thus formed
on the values of individual liberty and the sanctity of private ownership. Thus the basic tenets of
neoliberalism can be traced back to these two values of freedom of the individual and the
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protection of that freedom through the protection of private prapéeyliberalism at its core,
therefore, seeks to promote private gain. Natyrtdgrefore, the agenda of neoliberalism was

not one that would accommodate the interests of the working classes bubrathiibat would
promote the interests of the wealthier classes. The term neoliberalism acquired a negative
connotation when it was used to expose the rampant inequality that was promoted by the Pinochet
regime in Chile (Ganti, 2014, p. 93).

Anthropological literature on neoliberalism can be traced along three basic lines, namely:
the Marxist line which deals with questions of political econamacroeconomic policies such
as structural adjustment programmes, privatization and the receding welfare state; the Foucauldian
line which focuses on questions of governmentality as well as questions of modelling and
remodelling individual and collective subjectivities according to the demands of the age; and the
line which focuses on agents and institutions such as technocrats, bureaucrats, the mass media
and NGOs which mediate neoliberal ideology and practice (Ganti, 2014, p. 94).

Contrary to the popular image of neoliberalism, howesanti shows how states influenced
by neoliberal policies can nonetheless, accommodate collective rights:

'‘Anthropologists have also demonstrated how neoliberalism can accommodate a theory of
collective rights even though common scholarly understanding of it assume it is an aggressively
individualistic ideology (Hale, 2005). Hale (2005) characterizes the compensatory measures
granted to disadvantaged cultural groups as "neoliberal multiculturalism" and argues that the
idea of collective rights rooted in cultural difference is an integral part of neoliberal political and
economic reforms in LatiAmerica, which then help to produce support for such reforms...
"there is a curious synergy between neoliberal modes of governance and indigenous techniques
of community reproduction”...the political and administrative decentralization associated with
neoliberal reforms may be more empowering at the local level: if they occur at a national or
aggregate level, such reforms seem disempowering and marginalizing.' (Ganti, 2014, p. 95)

To this extent therefore, neoliberal influences could actually be viewed as highly contextually
specific phenomena. While in certain instances such as those exemplified by David Harvey in
his historical account of neoliberalism, one may notice a display of a side of neoliberalism which
promotes individual gain at the cost of collective rights, in certain other instances one may note
the existence of an embedded kind of neoliberalism which actually promotes community
reproduction. Neoliberalism must therefore be imagined not only as a general, universalized
concept but rather in its practical, contextually specific influences and manifestations. While a
larger concept of neoliberalism would help to locate it in a broader debate and would offer a
broad arena of knowledge of neoliberalism from which to gather information, this contextually
specific approach to understanding neoliberal influences is more useful for empirically grounding
the phenomenon and understanding it the way it is practiced in material reality

In fact, as Ganti shows, neoliberalism could work hand in hand with a number of other
factors which are usually assumed to be contrary to the fundamental demands of neoliberalism.
The very thought of neoliberalism brings with itself an image of a world separated from traditional
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ties, spirituality or a sense of morality - a world solely dedicated towards promoting the sanctity
of rights to private property and individualism. Howev@anti breaks this monolithic idea of
neoliberalism and instead offers a grounded picture of the reality of neoliberal infiltrations which
offers a far more complex image. It compels us to acknowledge the reality of implications of
neoliberal influences and view them not simply as a hegemonic force which is imposed from
above but rather as a way of life that is imbibed by the people themselves. This perspective
could be useful for getting closer to the reality of the effects of policies influenced by neoliberalism.

Thus one may cite instances of 'spiritual economies' in Indonesia wherein workers are
transformed into more 'pious religious and more productive economic subjects... spirituality is
constructed as a site of management and intervention and work is reshaped as a form of worship
and religious duty' (Ganti, 2014, p. 96).

People's moralities and their very definitions of their moralities could be influenced by
neoliberal restructuring. In Canada, for instance, during downsizing of workers for industrial
jobs, a new ethic of neoliberalism was inculcated within the workers themselves which made
them divert their focus from the larger economic and structural reasons behind their job loss and
instead made them focus on individual responsibilities and 'to be flexible and adjust to the vagaries
of the job market' (Ganti, 2014, p. 96).

On a slightly different note, one may also find instances of neoliberalism playing a role with
other social practices it is usually not associated with. For instance, 'privatiztigenfina's
state-owned oil company was achieved through deploying familial sentiments and kinship practices-
forces that ostensibly were supposed to be eliminated during the restructuring' (Ganti, 2014, p.
96). On a similar note, 'moralized form of citizenship has been emerging in Italy as social services
are increasingly privatized. In this discourse, good citizenship is defined by proper affect and a
culture of voluntarism; unemployed workers close to retirement are exhorted to labour for free
rather than to claim their entitlements' (Ganti, 2014, p. 96).

Neoliberalism could in fact be seen to be working alongside even the welfarastads.
been discussed in a variety of literature on neoliberalism, the practices influenced by neoliberalism
do not necessarily entail a receding state in redllity administrative authority of the state has,
in most cases, actually increased and in India, spending on social programs have actually increased
(Ganti, 2014, p. 97). Thus, on the whole, it could be argued that neoliberalism is not only highly
contextual, moreoveit cannot necessarily be opposed to or aligned with any other practice or
phenomenon. Being deeply contextually embedded, it becomes a practice which could embody
or be embodied in other practices which in thearg held as contradictory to its inclinations.

Neoliberalism in the context of India:

In the context of India, one is confronted with a peculiar case of liberalization in hesitant
stages, beginning with a case of abandoned and failed liberalization which is eventually followed
by a case of more generally accepted liberalization in the 189@snber of cardinal socio-
cultural factors can be held accountable for this particular variety of liberalization that was
followed in India.
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As exemplified by Rob Jenkins, India's liberalization was arrested in the 1980s largely due
to the resistance put forward by what Pranab Bardhan referred to as ‘dominant proprietary
classes,' who evidently had an interest in preserving an import substituting closed market. (Jenkins,
2003)

What Jenkins gradually analyses are the reasons behind a distinct culture of anti-business
and anti-market attitude in India which often also gets translated to anti-neoliberalism. Jenkins
begins by locating the problem that Werld Bank has not been able tofsuéntly accommodate
and adjust itself with the ideological political traditions of Indissnoted before, an attempt to
implement liberalization policies failed in the 1980s due to resistance by a powerful lobby that
stood to gain from a closed market. Howettez attempt to implement neoliberal policies in the
1990s was far more successful. Jenkins locates the issues that people have against neoliberalism
in the ideological political culture of Indi@he problem, according to him and othersAketosh
Varshney lies in the fact that market reforms had not yet become a part of the political rhetoric
with which to engage with the masses (Jenkins, 2003). Neoliberalism was not being projected
as a beneficial possibility for all classes of the society in India.

"It is therefore not surprising that the neo-liberal market as a political idea had still failed to
acquire legitimacy within the ideological environment of 1990s India. Through a decade of
reforms, neo-liberalism's reluctant vanguard had relied on institutional loopholes, faux-populist
gimmicks and a good deal of political skill' (Jenkins 1999a: 172-207). They had not found an
idiom through which to 'normalize’, through political discourse, the market orientation of policy
(Jenkins, 2003, p. 594).

Jenkins then traces the issue of why most of the populations of not just of India but of other
erstwhile colonies have an almost inherent antipathy towards neoliberalism:

'As in many other formerly colonized countries, a strong intellectual and popular tradition in
India associates private-sector economic activity with foreign commercial interests and, thence,
to the humiliation of alien rule. The manipulation of markets by political interests during the
colonial era... has tarnished the image of the market througb@Africa and LatinrAmerica,
and has made defence of the market an uphill struggle. Indian resistance to foreign rule - and
especially commercial domination - gave birth to its own idiom, that of Swadeshi, an idea that
has been the subject of constant reinvention throughout the twentieth century... It is an idea
that, in theoryis about the relationship between community and outsiddrbetween cultural
continuity and material change. In practice, the idea has been central to virtually all debates
about economic behavigand hence markets, in India’ (Jenkins, 2003, p. 595).

Adding briefly to the note on 'Swadeshi," Jenkins also explains the role it played - and the
role; Gandhian politics in general played - in the framing of attitudes towards liberalization in the
1990s:

'‘Gandhi's at times romanticized notions of decentralized village republics, whose virtues for
him were largely the result of insulation from larger market currents, live on in a number of
forms, including anti-corporate resistance movements and idiosyncratic 'Gandhi-inspired' micro-
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planning methodologies that increasingly resemble those propagated through the mainstream
development profession. These are designed to influence the shape of the local government
institutions mandated by constitutional amendments of the early 1990s' (Jenkins, 2003, p. 600).

A brief trajectory of the history of liberalization in India has been traced by Sudipta Kaviraj
in his work on the Indian state. The impulse for liberalization, according to Kaviraj, came from
outside India, from international financial agencies. Howéwealso traces a growing tendency
towards liberalization from within the political system of India as well, from the 1970s - 80s
which ultimately culminated and manifested into a major change in the 1990s. In the Nehruvian
period of economic development the import substituting mode of industrialization was adopted
and it was assumed that heavy industries (such as steel, petrochemicals, and power generation
and distribution) promoted largely by the state and protection of elite Indian business groups
would lead to a protection from foreign competition entailing a complete national economic
development which would help the nation to emerge out of its deprived, satellite status in the
international arena (Kaviraj, 2010).

However the lage scale corruption and degeneration of the public sphere around the
1970s eroded people's faith in the Nehruvian agenda of a strong public sphere led by the state.
The economic performance of industries of the public sphere steadily declined and the public
sphere was therefore no longer viewed as a means for economically developing the country
towards a more distributive development leading to decreasing ineqlralitys context, it
would be important to note Nehru's agricultural policy as well. Nehru was a strong believer of
the idea that agricultural policy should be aimed not necessarily towards technological developments
in agriculture but rather towards land reform. Changes began to be implemented with Indira
Gandhi's regime who implemented agricultural policies that focused on a technical improvement
in agriculture rather than focusing on land reforms (Kaviraj, 2010).

According to Kaviraj, PV. Narsimha Rao's regime, one of the weakest in modern Indian
history, was the one to most strongly bring about liberalization in India. Changes in the structure
of the global economy at this time made fears of neo-colonialism associated with neoliberalism
appear rather unrealisti8lthough the pro-market voice was not very strong, what geaer
was a growing distrust of the government and the public sector in general owing to large scale
corruption and degeneratidrhis led to a greater push towards neoliberalism in |Adiaough
a large section was yet to be convinced of the virtues of neoliberalism, the balance of payment
situation led to a crisis in 1991 which left the government with no choice but to liberalize the
economy (Kaviraj, 2010).

The concept of state:

In general, the concept of state has been theoretically analysed in a variety of ways by a
number of scholars. J. Rettl for instance imagines the state in a geographid¢asitorically
and ideologically specific context while also distinguishing it from other categories - which may
render the concept of state vulnerable to being replaced - such as tteideaucracy or
government. The state, especially in the international arena (or in any other arena pertaining to
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'borders'), acts as a gatekeeper between the intrasocietal and the extrasocietal (Nettl, 1968).

Nettl focusses on the state as an autonomous collectivity and a summating concept of
social generalityAt the level of roles too, the autonomy of the state represents the primary role-
identification of a state official. Nettl feeds the concept of state further not only by assigning it
an autonomous status but also adding to it the idea of the state official whose occupational
existence is dependent on the autonomy of the state. He thus provides the idea of the state as
autonomous enough to have its own workers acting as its functional units. This helps bring life to
the idea of state to an extent where it appears to be a supra-human entity (Nettl, 1968).

Nettl then shows the state to be a socio-cultural phenomenon by geograptudialiglly
and historically locating it in a specific context. The spatial and temporal dimension of the idea of
state offers it the uniqueness it requires in order to be studied in a contextually relevant space.
The notion of state does not come in consequence of the notion of sovefeigrihstance,

Nettl shows how in England, while the sovereign has always remained the crown, the state has
undegone a trajectory leading, ultimatetg a parliamentary democracy with elections every

five years. Furtherin England, while there is an element of personal identification with the
notion of government (with the question 'whose government?'), in the European tradition, the
notion of state broke the personal identification with the older notion of sover€eldsy
differentiation helps to further distinguish different intellectual dispositions towards the state and
also locate it in geographical contexts which have unique histories to refer to (Nettl, 1968).

Nettl's engagement with the notion of state thus helps in forming a concrete idea of state
from its possible inception in European origins, follow its trajectory and eventually locate it in the
context of developing nations. In the course of this exercise, the notion of state develops into a
supra human entity with the ability to function with the help of its units. Futtheicultural
specificity accorded to 'state' helps locate it in a variety of contexts both spatially and temporally
thereby further teasing our assumptions (or lack of it) regarding the concept of state.

Philip Abrams identifies the problems of studying the state: firdtlynotion of state is too
nebulous and imprecise and seconplblitical sociology has always taken the state for granted
rather than as a legitimate object of investigation. He also shows how the state is projected as
an ideological thing, as that which legitimizes subjection. Howélams asserts that the
state is not a thing and one must consider alternative approaches to the study of state in Marxism.
Abrams explores the difficulties of not just studying the state but also first imagining it in order
to be able to make a conceptual sense of it to begin with (Abrams, 1988).

In the context of Marxist theory of state, Marx, Engels and Lenin all subscribe to the
ambiguity of the state saying that it is simultaneously an illusion and an organ superimposed on
society in a non-illusory wayAbrams agues that this ambiguity results form an unresolved
tension between Marxist theory and Marxist practice, where the former requires the state to be
abstract while the latter requires it to be concrete (Abrams, 1988).

Abrams then advocates abandoning the state as a material object of study while taking
seriously the idea of the state. The state is then an exercise in legitimation, a way to legitimize
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the illegitimate. What is legitimated is real power and to that effect, atrocities can be justified for
as long as they are connected with the state. The state thus conceals the relations of subjection
behind an ahistorical mask of legitimating illusion (Abrams, 1988).

Abrams then studies the state system and the state idea. The state, he says, is the unified
symbols of an actual disunitiyurther the idea of the state should become an object of analysis.
The alternative to taking the state for granted would be to understand it as historically constructed:
it was created in a specific historical setting or specific social purposes. The state attributes
unity, morality and independence to the practices of the government (Abrams, 1988).

These works on the concept of state help create a general idea of the state which one can
then deploy as a conceptual tobthe concept of state as given by Nettl Ahdams becomes
extremely relevant in the context of Singline idea of autonomy of the state and the ability of
the state to legitimize the illegitimate with different kinds of physical and ideological coercion all
come together in the context of the staté/est Bengal as relevant perspectives from which to
view the state.

The state in the context of India:

The state in India played a significant role in moderately regulating the business houses
since independence till around the end of the 1960s. 1969-74 on the other hand was 'characterized
by stringent regulation of private and foreign companies. The inability of the state to meet the
demands of an increasingly mobilized people in the context of low levels of growth and productivity
led to a gradual process of liberalization of the economy favoring the private sector between
1975 and 1990 (Mukherji, 2009).

In the context of India, the state nonetheless continued to play a significant role even after
its massive failure through the Nehruvian regime of development. The state in this context
therefore could be said to have retained its autonomy intact despite its eventual 'liberalization.'
Whereas liberalization in theory entails receding of the state, the case of India is no different
from several other cases mentioned before where the welfare state did not only not recede but
in fact even worked hand in hand with neoliberal policies. (Strimpell, 2014). These factors
invariably complicate the issues around the welfare state in India and neoliberal reforms within
the sameThe Indian state has had a much earlier history witkvitréd Bank and with Special
Economic Zones and such other aspects of neoliberalism; they did not manifest only after the
liberalization of the 1990s.

Works of Aihwa Ong, Jamie Cross and Patrick Neveling take issues such as these and
further disturb the periodization of the trajectory of the Indian state and economy with respect to
liberalization. Ong looks at the uneven spread of neoliberalism as exception especially in political
arenas which have not yet been hegemonized by market driven calculations. Cross's main
argument is that Special Economic Zones do not necessarily represent an exception but rather
seek to legalize already existing exploitative relations within the workforce. Neveling argues
that the so called 'exceptional’ spaces were already a part of the Nehruvian model of development
(Strimpell, 2014).
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Munster and Strumpell discuss how the state in India has only increased its welfare services
in spite of and even after liberalization in the 1990s. They therefore invoke Partha Chatterjee
and Karl Polanyi to ask whether the state is trying to appease the poorer and rural sections to
prevent them from turning into 'dangerous classes,' or whether the Indian case could be viewed
as a case of Polanyian 'double movement' where one finds a simultaneous propagation of the
welfare state services alongside market liberalization (Striimpell, 2014). These questions create
room for further debate on the issue of state and liberalization in India. They compel us to
acknowledge the complex nature of the state in India and prevent us from making blanket
statements about its policies of liberalization. They create a curious atmosphere in which despite
accepting the fact that the Indian state moved towards liberalization in the 1990s (following a
history of attempts towards it since the 1970s), we are nonetheless confronted with a scarcely
receding state, a barely 'neoliberal' atmosphere per se. This leaves us in a state of uncertainty
about making absolute and concluding remarks regarding neoliberalism in the context of the
Indian state.

The case in Singur could be analysed in a somewhat similar mode of thought. The situation
in Singur created an image of neoliberal influence while at the same time displaying aspects of
the state which ran contrary to general neoliberal inclinations: the acquisition of land from (different
classes of the) rural populations in Singur for the establishment Gét@dlotors Ltd factory
(Sau, 2008) on the one hand created an image of the state facilitating and endorsing the demands
of private capital and accumulation - thereby appearing to embody a neoliberal agenda - and yet,
on the other hand, the active involvement of the state in every aspect of the issue jrt&ingur
lack of 'receding' of the state all point towards the existence of a state which offers a challenge
to general neoliberal demands. This too leads to a sense of uncertainty regarding the state in
West Bengal and its association with neoliberal demands. It leaves one undecided and in a state
of inconvenience regarding the space in which one could locate the séstiBengalThis
lack of certainty provokes us to question our assumptions regarding the neoliberal state and
makes us formulate our arguments and statements with more caution. It also reveals the fact
that empirical practice of the state is far more complex than a theoretical idea of the state.
Similarly, in West Bengal, the practice of the state revealed a degree of state intervention
alongside a degree of endorsement of private accumulation by business groups which infinitely
complicates the issue of the (neoliberal) state.

The state iWest Bengal also has a peculiar feature of being virtually synonymous with the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) or the CPI(M) owing to a number of factors including the
party's prolonged and virtually unchallenged reign. The CPI(M) also practiced a mode of
governance which helped it penetrate the lives of the population at the most fundamental level.
The political stability of the CPI(M), which allowed it to remain unchallenged for over three
decades consecutivetian be attributed to a rising dependent informal sector and the impeccable
political organization of the CPI(M). The informal workers invariably depended on the CPI(M)
for protection and sanctions to conduct their businesses. This informal sector also grew due to
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the increase in formal unemployment. Thus increasingly greater numbers of people had to
depend on the CPI(M) for their livelihood. Even those involved in agriculture ultimately had to
depend on the party for government subsidies and so on. The CPI(M)'s reach, therefore, was all
encompassing. West Bengal it had successful monopoly over schools, colleges, universities,
bureaucrats and various other sections of the population as well (2204Y.

This aspect of the state West Bengal thus allows it to become increasingly embedded
within the population while also making the ruling political party synonymous with the idea of the
state.To an extent therefore, any discussion on the statéest Bengal would also entail a
discussion on the erstwhile ruling paifihe embedded nature of the state and the party can be
understood as an acknowledgement of the sanctity of the state and therptmgypart of the
population. This not only serves the political purpose of preserving the state but also serves to
make the individual enter into a perpetual relationship of negotiation with the state. The individual
embodying the state need not imply absolute compliance on the part of the former bu rather
conscious engagement between the two. In the context of the land acquisition this engagement
emerged as a cardinal factor in channelizing both the protests against and the acceptance of the
policies and actions of the state.

The trajectory of industrialization in India:

The history of industrialization in India has already been briefly discussed in thislgaper
beginning can be traced back to the period of Nehruvian development and the framing of the
Bombay Plan. The class of Indian businessmen and industrialists were, from the beginning
itself, opposed to the disciplinary planning that was necessary to implement a developmental
state because it was not in their interest to support it. The Bombay Plan, which was released in
two parts in 1944 and 1945, was a reaction against the wave of socialism in India, not a proposal
for a developmental state - though that was what it claimed to be. The Indian industrialists and
business groups saw a massive potential for investment and did not want the state to impede it.
The Bombay Plan was fundamentally a way for the elite business groups of India to secure
themselves from state intervention while enjoying privileges offered by the state. It was made
with the aim of bringing together the broader business class and focussing on capitalist planning
(Chibber 2003).Thus the mode of industrialization adopted by the Indian state endorsed the
‘closed market' for the protection of domestic business. It also adopted the import-substituting
industrialization method as opposed to the export led industrialization all of which served to
indulge the demands of the industrialists and elite domestic business classes (20UX)er

The move towards liberalization, opening of the market and so on appeared long before the
1990s. The Indian business class wielded a significant amount of power after independence
owing to the support they had offered the Congress party before 1947: 'power of Indian business
and its close links with the state produced a regulatory regime between 1947 and 1955, which
was far more considerate towards the interests of Indian business than the socialists within the
Congress Party had desired... Industrial Development and Control Bill initiated in 1949 was
opposed and reformulated into the Industrial Development and Regllati¢1951) to give
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considerable voice to Indian industfis was the birth of industrial controls and licensing that
would only be abolished in 1991 An economic crisis was looming tg over the nation's
horizon. The droughts of 1964/65 and 1965/66 and the war with Pakistan in 1965 created a
financial situation where India became dependent on shipments of US PL 480 wheat. Food
price inflation is a major setback for any Indian political pdite government needed substantial
external finance to fund the Fourth Fivea¥ Plan (1969-74). Between fhaird (1961-66) and

the Fourth Five-¥ar Plans, India's strained resources drove the country to two years of plan
holiday (1967 and 1968)... India liberalized its trade regime and devalued the Indian Rupee,
bowing to external pressure' (Mukherji, 2009). Following this there was a steady orientation
inclined towards the private sector in the mid 1970s. By the 1980s, there was industrial deregulation
favouring the Indian private sectdris period of deregulation of the domestic market and
industries also saw the rise of the software sector oriented towards export (Mukherji, 2009).

At this juncture of tracing the trajectory of industrialization in India it would be useful to
refer to the works of Patrick Neveling who critiques the sharp periodisation and distinction that
is imposed between the Nehruvian period and the post 1990s era. Neveling discuses three ways
of conceptualising neoliberalism in anthropological literatkgil Gupta andiradhana Sharma's
theory of 'radical rupture' between the Nehruvian mode of development and the neoliberal
mode of development (assumed to have been followed from the 1990s); Kalyan Sanyal's theory
of a'gradual change' from one to the other such that there also exists a period of uncertainty and
flux in between, and finallyCross's theory of neoliberalism as not a transformation at all but
rather a continuity from already existing economic relations in Indian society (Neveling, 2014).

Neveling here makes an intervention by focussing on patterns of capitalist accumulation
and their regulation by both nation states and international organizations. He heavily critiques
the assumption that capitalism progresses in stages and rather shows how multiple forms of
capitalism can coexist simultaneously (Neveling, 2014).

Neveling then brings into dialogue the perspective®/afquant and HilgekVacquant
critiques the lack of focus on the modifications exercised by and on the 'state' in the context of
neoliberalism. Instead, he shows how neoliberalism has always been thought of in two dichotomies:
the economic one which offers excessively clearly demarcated features of neoliberalism and
the socio-anthropological one which offers too 'messy' a picture of neoliberalism. He especially
critiques the latter of lacking theoretical rigodilgers on the other hand deeply contextualizes
the occurrences of neoliberalism into spatially and temporally bound pockets (Neveling, 2014).

Neveling draws a historically informed analysis to show how neoliberalism actually existed
in India from the 1960s in the form of Export Processing Zones (EPZs) which was an agenda
pushed by the UNIDO. These EPZs displayed major features of neoliberal functioning such as
illegalising unions, tax evasion and so on. They also reflect trends in economic relations (Neveling,
2014).

Most interestingly Neveling shows how the assumption that the Nehruvian period of
protectionism strengthened the Indian society and economy enough to endure neoliberalism can
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be turned against itself: for neoliberalism was actually the only answer left for India to save
herself from the crippling debt it owed to the Soviet Bloc. In fact, whereas India needed to
import from the UK and the US, she was already indebted to the Soviet and had to export to the
latter The EPZ essentially had to repay the debts incurred during the Nehruvian regime (Neveling,
2014).

Thus the history of industrialization in India offers a rather complex picture, one that cannot
be reduced to strict periodisation. It would be worthwhile to understand this history of
industrialization as yet another example of the complexities and nuances that arise in empirical
reality and that disturb neatness and boundaries of theoretical concepts.

The peculiar case of Singur:

In West Bengal, during the case of land acquisition in Sjrane is thus confronted with
each of the three factors discussed above. Howéwerstate and its neoliberal tendencies
manifest themselves in curiously ambiguous forms while the manifestation of forces of
industrialization was quite conspicuous and indubitable.

As anthropological works on Singur sh@mbiguities existed not only in the manifestations
of the state and forces of neoliberalism but also among the reactions of the people of Singur to
these forces. Kenneth Bo Nielsen for instance shows the importance of 'historically produced
land-based subjectivities as crucial for understanding how industrialization evolves in practice.'
Nielsen shows how the same people who protested against the land acquisition for the TML
factory also expressed a desire to have the option of an alternative mode of livelihood beyond
their dependence on agriculture. Such ambivalence was widespread among the rural populations
(Nielsen, 2017).

Since most families in Singur did not own very large plots of land, they looked forward to
sources of income besides agricultéethe same time, howevahe farmers were also not
willing to give up agriculture altogether and adopt an entirely new and unfamiliar livelihood. The
SKJRC had less problem with land acquisition and industrialization and a greater problem with
the acquisition of fertile, multi crop land (Nielsen, Contesting India's Development? Industrialisation,
LandAcquisition and Protest West Bengal, 2010Thus, the anthropological works on Singur
display a deep seated ambivalence in virtually all sections of the rural population with respect to
industrialization and agricultur€here is a sense of needing both and balancing them perfectly
A lack of certainty and inherent ambiguities and ambivalences seem to be the defining feature
of the case of industrialization in Singur

The case of Singur also shows a situation where the forces of industrialization and
neoliberalism appear to merge. Sumanta Banerjee for instance has categorized ethics of
individualism, private property rights, pricing of land for profit, industrialisation by expropriation
of land as neoliberal. He also claims thattfest Bengal government was ‘willy-nilly acquiescing
in the implementation of the neoliberal model' (Banerjee, 2007). Nirmal Kumar Chandra also

1ISKJRC: Singur Krishi Jomi Raksha Committee, the body established to save the fertile land in Singur
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traces the neoliberal ethic in tiest Bengal state's action of providing fiscal incentives and
facilitating private investors through confiscation of peasant land for big capitalists (Chandra,
2008). Howevemwhat these works have not addressed in the context of neoliberalism in Singur
is the fact that the state was never receding nor was social spending compromised. If neoliberal
influences were gaining importancéfifest Bengal, they were doing so while being embedded

in the welfare state. Thus once again, in practice one is confronted with a complex manifestation
of neoliberalism - one that does not abide by the theoretical expectations of a receding state.
However the state iltVest Bengal could be said to have been influenced by neoliberal framework
to the extent that it deregulated the market to aid a private business group. Thus the case of
Singur offers a degree of ambivalence with regard to the concepts of nealiberalism, industrialization
and the state which makes one rethink how these concepts manifest in practice.

In comparison to the situations in the US, the UK or the broader history of industrialization
in India, the case of Singur can be analysed as one which embaodies alternative possibilities with
respect to neoliberalism and industrialization. It creates a space in which the rural population
were acutely aware of the advantages as well as the disadvantages of the industrial sector
owing lagely to their experience of industrializationifest Bengal.

The history of industrialization M/est Bengal reveals a trajectory in which erstwhile thriving
industries eventually collapsed owing to a number of factors such as transfer of ownership of
industries from the British to the Indians - a move which was in itself impregnated with a
plethora of problems namely the Indian owners' lack of experience in managing large
manufacturing plants, the lack of managerial abilities, lack of expertise and autftogitsick
of incentives dered to the export oriented industried\dst Bengal also added to their demise.
West Bengal's relationship with the Centre being hostile also significantly deteriorated its chances
of industrial development (Bagchi, 1998).

This history of industrialization ikVest Bengal not only reveals a history of demise and
fluctuation but also plays a role in constituting the orientations of the peoplesnBengal
towards industry in general - and specifically private industry which is usually associated with a
neoliberal form of development. Thus as Nielsen shows, the people in Singur were extremely
sceptical of the reliability or permanence of industrial jobs and therefore, preferred to have
industrial jobs more as a supplement than as a substitute to agricultural work (Nielsen, Contesting
India's Development? Industrialisation, Lakchuisition and Protest iWest Bengal, 2010).

Thus, despite their desire to get industrial employment (and possibly use it as a route towards
upward mobility), the people in Singwvere sceptical of depending solely and exclusively on
industrial employment. Their orientations towards neoliberal development and industrialization
can also be traced from these attitudes. Neoliberal industrialization embodied a sense of 'precarious
employment conditions, politico-economic constructions of space and a lack of rights-based
citizenship' (Neveling, 2014). For the people of Singapliberalism and industrialization was
conflated and moreoveameoliberalism represented precisely these factors.

In relation to the concept and practice of neoliberalism in larger national and international
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spheres, the issue of Singur may be viewed as a peculiar situation where neoliberalism was
conflated with industrialization in the public mind, the state played a precarious role of
simultaneously adopting an interventionist-welfare model while on the other hand deregulating
the market to facilitate private industand a sense of uncertainty and ambivalence developed

in general around the issues of neoliberalism, the state and intunditkg what usually occurred

in other instances of neoliberal influences, the stat¢eist Bengal was not keen on abandoning

its welfare measures towards the rural populations; in fact, the TML factory was advertised as
a way to benefit the rural populations themselves.

Thus the case of Singur may be analysed as one which embodies elements of neoliberalism
alongside elements of concepts and phenomena that run counter to neoliberal influences. Itis a
situation which upholds the contradictory nature that emerges whenever any concept is putinto
actual practiceA concept may appear neat and uninterrupted in theory but in practice, it may
have to engage with and imbibe a variety of other factors which may ultimately produce a rather
paradoxical situation. The case of Singur offers precisely such a paradoxical situation with
regards to industrialization, neoliberalism and the state.

Conclusion:

The fundamental aim of this paper is to explore the concepts of neoliberalism, industrialization
and the state in the context of the land acquisition and resistance in Singur to expose the
ambivalences and ambiguities associated with these concepts in practice. It shpws how
Singur the state emged as the agent which is interventionist and yet, simultanetadlyating
the routes of private capital - thus posing a resistance to fundamental tenets of neoliberalism
while simultaneously embodying a neoliberal logic of progress. Singur is also exemplified as a
case where the concepts of industrialization and neoliberalism merge to create a conflated
image of one being inseparable from the offieis paper uses certain ethnographic accounts to
further expose this ambivalence not only within the concepts of state, neoliberalism or
industrialization but within various sections of the populations themselves. This paper thus exposes
the ambivalent nature of the manifestations of certain concepts such as neoliberalism, state and
industrialization, as well as ambivalences in the people's negotiations with the manifestations of
these concepts.
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