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Conclusions: not more than 200 words,
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EDITORIAL

I feel proud to say that in spite of many difficulties, our Academic Journal ' 7#2ANAN'
Vol. VIII, No.1 & 2, 2021 has now been published. All Bengal State Government College
Teachers’ Association is an Academic Organisation, every member of our Association mainly
and many other learned persons having thrust for knowledge and information is provided with
ample opportunity for their intellectual exercise according to their area of interest. Itis a fact
that 722ANAN' extends this intellectual platform for the enrichment of our field-specific and
subject-specific knowledge. Our esteemed members of association as well as researchers
leave significant contributions through new ideas in their articles for this peer reviewed journal.
As an editor [ must not forget to mention that our reviewers take the onus to review the
articles in time and send valuable suggestions that help in further enrichment of the articles. I
take the opportunity to congratulate both the fronts of our learned colleagues. In this volume,
Dr. Shyam Sundar Kundu through his rigorous studies has drawn our attention to a significant
contribution on environmental studies focusing mainly on “Tree”, its importance to keep the
environment healthy and worth living not only for man but for other living creatures too which
altogether may be termed as living beings. as well as to maintain normalcy. In this article, he
quoted references from the Vedic literatures, Epic-Purana literatures, Buddhist literatures,
Indian Classics and so on. One such examples from ‘Mahabharata’ on tree planting may be
referred here as: Bhishma, while lying on the ‘arrow-bed’, advised Yudhisthira on tree plantation
and other social work as well as environmental works for the sake of the society as: “Therefore,
the man that is desirous of achieving his own good, should plant trees by the side of tanks and
cherish them like his own children...” The Author in this research work also mentioned one
more examples from ‘Skanda-Purana’ when Parvati advised and encouraged us on plantation
and other social works by saying and compare that, “A tank is on a par with ten wells. A lake
is on a par with ten tanks. A girl is on a par with ten lakes. A sacrifice is on a par with ten girls
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(daughters). A son is on a par with ten sacrifices and a tree is on a par with ten sons. This is ray
rule. It is invariable and it sanctifies the worlds. When the ruins are repaired the benefit is
considered to be twofold.”(Skanda-Puranam”, ‘Kumarika Khandam’, Chapter-27; English
translation by G. V. Tagare). Dr. Kundu also made references from the significant experiment
made by Jagadis Chandra Bose and the experiments made by the recent studies and discoveries
of Israel University Team research group by using Artificial Intelligence which has been published
in the ‘Nature’ magazine in the year i.e. 2023. Not only that, Dr. Kundu made a thorough
study on the preservation of Trees and the punishment for those who destroy Trees and
forests. At the same time Dr. Kundu highlights in this study, the encouragement of planting
Trees and excavating ponds regularly by man to protect this planet Earth from being polluted.

Arindam Jana made a thorough study on the “Self Help Group Bank Linkage Programme
in India with Special reference to West Bengal”. In this paper, Jana has shown various models
and tables also on Self Help Group Linkage in India. Salma Ahmad has made a scientific
study on the Extra Pages of National Newspapers and its impact on the society published in
her country and I think it is equally relevant anywhere in this world. She has made a thorough
study on this aspect of the newspaper. It is commendable that she generously sending papers
for our peer-reviewed journal. An interesting article has kindly been sent by Dr. Pranab Kumar
Ganguly on “Representative Democracy and Information Literacy: an Indian Perspective”
which is most relevant during the recent time. Dr. Ganguly has rightly highlighted the role of
information literacy in the success of representative democracy. Arup Das has contributed
one paper on “Doodling” which is not known by common people but most relevant as well as
interesting for our society to know the hidden matter in our conscious and subconscious mind.
The article of Pradip Mondal is interesting for us. He has made a study on sand casting, its
technique and has cited many examples in his studies. A number of six articles by six authors
have been published in this volume and hope that this volume will also be appreciated by our
readers. Credit goes to the contributors who have undertaken and performed such research
work to fulfil the basic objective of this publication. It is also to be mentioned at the same time
that our contributors are solely responsible in case of any question or dispute over or criticism
of their articles. Neither the Editor nor our Organization will ever be responsible for any
controversy arising out of any papers being published in this volume. Thanks to our press
workers and the proprietor of Century Press also whose laborious work helps us to publish
this volume.

Dr. Shyam Sundar Kundu
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“....the Rishis declared what the high merits of the excavation of tanks are. I shall now
discourse to thee on the planting of trees. Of immobile objects six classes have been spoken.
They are Vrikshas, Gulmas, Latas, Vallis, Twaksaras, and Trinas of diverse kinds! These are
the several kinds of vegetables. Listen now to the merit that attaches to their planting. By
planting trees one acquires fame in the world of men and auspicious rewards in the world
hereafter. Such a man is applauded and reverenced in the world of the Pitris. Such a man’s
name does not perish even when he becomes a citizen of the world of deities. The man who
plants trees rescues the ancestors and descendants of both his paternal and maternal lines.
Do thou, therefore, plant trees, Yudhisthira. The trees that a man plants become the planter’s
children. There is no doubt about this. Departing from this world, such a man ascends to
Heaven verily many eternal regions of bliss become his. Trees gratify the deities by their
flowers; the Pitris by their fruits; and all guests and strangers by the shadow they give.
Kinnaras and Uragas and Rakshasas and deities and Gandharvas and human beings, as also
Rishis, all above recourse to trees as their refuge. Trees that bear flowers and fruits gratify
all men. The planter of trees is rescued in the next world by the trees he plants like children
rescuing their own father. Therefore, the man that is desirous of achieving his own good,
should plant trees by the side of tanks and cherish them like his own children. The trees that
a man plants are, according to both reason and the scriptures, the children of the planter. That
Brahmana who excavates a tank, and be that plants trees, and he not performs sacrifices,
are all worshipped in Heaven even as men that are devoted to truthfulnes of speech. Hence
one should cause tanks to be excavated and trees to be planted, worship the deities in diverse
sacrifices, and speak the truth.

[The Mahabharata of Krishna—Dwaipayanavyasa Translated into English prose from
the original Sanskrit Text by Pratapchandra Roy, C.I.LE. VOLXI Anusasanaparva. Oriental
Publishing Co. 11D, Arpulilane Calcutta. Taken from Internet.]
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QT G6! BLCAS Segam Mo 23, “ The reverent presentation to Me of a leaf, a flower,
a fruit, or water, given with pure intention, is a devotional offering acceptable in My Sight.”
[Translated by Paramahansa Yogananda.]
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FAS” @ 2PTC3 Buhlar F© 3RS SHAMS SA€ 2R FACO ATT— Let him mark the
boundaries (by) trees, (e.g.) Nyagrodhas, Asvatthas, Kimsukas, Cotton-trees, Salas, Palmyra
palms, and trees with milky juice.” &€ TO(AIT 9RefeR (@i aN eAd (BB

FAc=I— ‘Nyagroudha, Ficus Indica; Asvattha, Ficus Religiosa; Kimsuka, Butea Frondosa.’

QI PR (A2 =7 GF6 (el Trard I re 27| @ wos wiEs 284 -
IROF RITEE @ I@ae S9NER FU, (SN2 YTETOR 9Ng SN ARFCES A=
fer—az A 21—

‘@I (925 R *ISTREZAN 5 |
*Iq T WG O I T TS 7 v.284
T A ST N, ACIIATEG A — GTASTON SNg, el Trelx Sising, =I5 (34)

ag, T (77O, ZoT Al Tp O, %4, T&F (4 401 SASOR 5N)—dZI (ol T AT
AT % =W A7

@IC Buhlar 3 2% S@mbe (rewl (98— By clustering shrubs, bamboos of dif-
ferent kinds,Samis, Creepers and raised mounds, reeds, thickets of Kubgak; thus the bound-

ary will not be forgotten.’
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“Ho! Ho! Ye neighbouring trees of the penance grove! She who doth never try to drink
water first, until you are watered; she who though fond of ornaments, doth never pluck (your
new) tendrils, out of affection for you; she whose (greatest) festivity is at the season of the
first appearence of your blossoms, even that same Sakuntala doth now proceed to her
husband’s abode. Let this be appeared by you all.

[By Ramendra Mohan Bose. Kalidasa; Abhijnana Sakuntalam (A synthetic study). Mod-
ern Book Agency Pvt. Ltd., 1976)
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“Kasyapa—And so, in this milk—shade (we)

keep awhile. (This said, all trun round a stop).”
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7 357G SR (7l AF—“There is no thing in this universe, which in non medicinal,
which cannot be made use of for many purpose and many modes.”
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SELF HELP GROUP BANK LINKAGE PROGRAMME IN INDIA WITH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TO WEST BENGAL
Arindam Jana"
Abstract

Self Help Group Bank Linkage Programme (SBLP) becomes the dominant mode of poverty
alleviation and financial inclusion. National Bank for Agricwlture and Rural Development
(INMABARD Jis the apex instifulion in this programme. Through banks, different Government
agencies and Non Governmenial Organizations (NGOs), NABARD iz organizing the world's
bigpest microfinance programme. The present study attempts to analyse the progress aof
SBLP and the coniributions of different financial imsifiuiions in fndia vis-a-viz the siate of
West Bengal, The study is based on secondary data collected from various publications and
repovis. The pace and progress of thizs programme in India during the last few years are
remarkable in terms of saving mobilization and credit disbursement. Wesr Fengal occupied
the third position In this programme concerning credit dishursement aceording 1o the latest
data. The contribution of commercial banks is highest in SBLP in West Bengal followed by
Regional Rural Banks (RREs) and Cooperative Banks.

Key word: Self Help Group Bank Linkage Frogramme, Microfinance fnstitucion, Seff’ Hel
Promotional Institution

Introduction

The self-help group (SHG) model with bank lending to groups withowt collateral has become
an established part of rural finance, SHGs are woluntary associations of people formed o
attain certain collective goals that could be economic, social or both. These days it is being
increasingly realized that the best strategy for ensuring simultaneous growth and human
development, iz by promoting the growth of SHGs. Hence both in development theory and
development practice, microfinance and SHGs have become important institutions.

The first official interest in informal group lending in India started during 1986-87 when
Mational Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (MABARD) financed an action
research project on "Savings and Credit Management of Self Help Groups' of Mysore
Resettlement and Development Agency {(MYRADA). In 1928-89 NABARD conducted a
survey incorporating 43 Non-governmental Organisations (NGOs) of 11 states in India to
study the functioning of SHGs and possibilities of collaboration between the banks and SHGs
in mobilising rural savings and improving the delivery of credit to the poor. Encouraged by
the survey results, the Beserve Bank of India (RBI)} came out with a circular on July 24, 1991,
advising the Commercial Banks (later on Regional Rural Banks (REBs) and Co-operatives
also) to extend credit to the SHGs under the pilot project of NABARD in which 500 SHGs
were covered during 1991-92, The RBI constituted a working group in November 1994 to
review the functioning of NGOs and SHGs and make suitable recommendations for

*Assistant Professor, Goenka College of Commerce and Business Administration, Kolkata-
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promotingtheir activitics and intensifying their role in the rural sector, Accepting the proposal
the RBI declared SH(- Bank Linkage Programme (SHG-BLF) as a priority sector lending
activity in April 1996, RBI advised the banks that lending to the SHGs should be considered
ag an additional segment under priority sector advances and integrated with the mainstream

credit operation. At present, SHG-BLP is the most extensive microfinance programme in
India.

The government of India took the initiative to alleviate poverty and empower women through
the formation and nurturing SHGs. The DeendayalAmtyodayaYojana- National Rural
Livelihood Mission (DAY- NRLM) is a flagship programme of the Ministry of Ruoral
Development, Govt, of India that seeks to alleviate rural poverty through building sustainable
community institutions for the poor. The centrally sponsored programme secks and enables
them to access formal sources of finance, and entitlements services from both public and
private sectors. During 2021-22 under DAY - NBRLM Rs.81614.10 Crore {up to December
2022y was disbursed to 3200609 SHGs.(Ministry of Rural Development, Gowt. of India,
2021-22)

Review of Literaiure

Ansari (2013) tried to study the trend of SBLP in India starting from its mitial year 1992-93
to 2009-100. He also tried to show the regional outreach of this programme and the
contribution of different financial institutions to this programme. He showed that initially,
this programme was popular in southem states, but later on, it becomes popular in non-
southern states. According to this study, commercial banks are continnously making
themselves myvolved in this programme. It is also evident that the recovery rate under this
programme is 94 per cent.

Pramanik and Halder (2013) compared the performance of various types of banks in the
SHG- Bank Linkage Programme. On the basis of data from 2006-07, they concluded that
commercial banks were leading in SHG linked and loan given followed by regional rural
banks and cooperative banks. Among the commercial banks, public sector banks dominated
the microfinance programme as compared to the marginal role of private sector commercial
banks. Within the public sector, the contribution of the State bank of India and its associates
were significantly higher than those of the rest of its counterparts.

Prajapati and Prajapati (2013} studied the growth and pattern of SBLP in Gujarat. On the
basis of secondary data from 2008-09 to 2011-12, he showed that there has been a significant
improvement in the performance of the banks in the state of Gujarat. Commercial banks
dominated this programme while all other banks have a major portion of women SHGs. It is
also seen that the Non-Performing Asset (MPA) of all banks are very low showing that the
recovery of loans is very good.

Biswas and Islam (2014) analysed the performance of various financial institutions in India
during 2011-12 and 2012-13. They showed that during that period savings of SHGs declined
by 6.62 per cemt while credit disbursement by banks expanded by 13.66 per cent. RRBs
showed the highest growth rate during this year followed by commercial banks.

Objectives of the study
The objectives of the study are as follows-

1) To observe the progress of the SHG Bank Linkage programme in India.
2) To observe the progress of the SHG Bank Linkage programme in West Bengal,
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3) To observe the contribution of different financial institutions in the SHG Bank Linkage
programme in West Bengal.

Database and Methodology

The present study is based on secondary data only. Secondary data have been collected from
VArious sources-

i) Annual Reports of Ministry of Rural Development, Govt. of India.

i) Various issues of the Status of Microfinance in India published by the Mational Bank for
Agriculture & Rural Development.

iif} Official website of the department of Self Help Group and Self Employment, Govt of
West Bengal.

iv) Official website of State level Bankers® Committee, West Bengal (Punjab National Bank).

The collected data from secondary sources are represented in tabular form. In this study,
simple averages and percentages have been used to interpret the result. This study attempts to
review the participation of commercial banks, regional rural banks and cooperative banks in
the SHG-Bank Linkage Programme in ‘West Bengal.

Models of SHG Bank Linkage in India

A Self Help Group (SH(G) is a small, economically homogeneous and affinity group of rural
poor which comes together to:

Save small amounts regularly.

Mutually agree to contribute to a common fund.

Meet their emergency fund.

Have their collective decision-making.

Resolve conflict through collective leadership and mutual discussion.

Provide collateral free boans on terms decided by the group at marketing driven rates.

(Singh, 2011}

Initially, SBLP was operational under three different delivery models for providing
microfinance services, The details are included in the Table below:

L IR B

Table-1: SHG Bank Linkage in India

Model 1 Banks facilitate SHG formation and provide
savings and credit linkage directly to SHG
Model 11 NGOs or other Self Hel Promotional

Instinmtions (SHPLs) facilitate the SHG
formation and banks provide the savings and
credit linkage to SHG

Model I11 Banks lend to Micro Finance Institutions
(MFIs) and MFIs facilitate group formation
and lending to SHGs.

While banks and NGOs facilitate SHG formation, the reporting of credit linkage of SHGs is
unwder SHG Bank Linkage Model and MFI- Bank Linkage Model since 2007-08. From the
year 2006-07, SBLP follows a two models strategy where the focus is on credit linkage to
SHG.
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Table-2: SHG Bank Linkage Model in India followed since 2006-07

Model I SHG-Bank Linkage Model: SHGs are
directly financed by the banks

hMadel 1T MFI-Bank Linkage Model: Banks lend to
MFls for on lending to SHGs

Self Help Group Bank Linkage Programme in India

In India Self Help Group Bank Linkage Programrme (SBLP) has emerged as the major
microfinance programme. It is being implemented by Commercial Banks, Regional Rural
Banks (RRBs) and Cooperative Banks. The objective of the SBLP is to enable the formal
banking sector to provide financial services to the rural poor through the process of saving
and credit linkage of SHCGs. In this study growth of both the BSLP and MFI Bank Linkage
Programme has been shown. The growth of saving and credit linkage SHGs in India during
2014-15 to 2021-22 are shown in Table- 3.

Table- 3: Saving and credit linkage SHGs in India from 2014-15 to 2021-22
Year SHG savings with banks as on 31th March | Loan disbursed to SHGs during the vear

Mo, of Growth | Amount Growth | No. of Growth | Amount Growth
SHGs rate {Rs. Cr.) | rate S5HGs rate (Rs. Cr.) | rate
(*a) {%%) (%) (*a)
2004-15 | To9T7469 - 11050 84 | - 1626238 - 2758231 | -
20015-16 | TOO3002 2.67 12691.39 | 23.79 1832323 12.67 IT2B6. 920 | 35.1E
2006-17 | 3T6RTS .53 16114.23 | 17.70 1898120 3.59 3RTEL.L6 | 4.01
2007-18 | 8744437 1.95 1959212 | 21.58 2261132 19.12 4TIB5.88 | 21.67

20018-19 | 10014243 | 14,50 2332448 | 19.05 2695400 | 19.34 3831783 | 23,59

2009-20 | 10243323 | 2.29 2615205 12,12 A L4602 la. 59 TTa59. 35 A317

2020-21 | 11223400 | 957 3747761 4331 2EETIN -8.22 S8070L68 -25.22

2021-22 | 11893033 | 5.97 4724048 26.05 AI082aT I7.69 PT2P22 T1.74
CAGR = 6.41% CAGR =23.05% CAGR = 1L10% CAGR =20.15

Source: Status of Microfinance in India, 2021-22, NABARD

[t can be observed from Table- 3, that during 2014-15, 7697469 SHGs have saving accounts
with the amount of saving Rs.11059.84 crore. During the same period, 1626238 SHGs were
provided credit by banks amounting to Rs.27582.31 crore. Since then the SBLP showed
continuous progress till now, During 2021-22, 11893053 SHGs were credit linked with the
amount of saving Rs.47240.48 crore, During the same period, banks disbursed Rs. 9972922
crore to 3398267 SHGs. The Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGE) of saving of the total
SCHs and credit disbursement by banks were 23 .05% and 20.15% respectively which shows
a promising picture. Only during 2020-21, the number of saving linkage as well as credit
disbursement contracted as compared to the previous year. The spread of Covid-19 might be
the reaszon behind the disappointing performance of credit disbursement w SHGs, But,
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fortunately, in the next vear number of credit linked as well as credit disbursement showed a
big jump with 71.74% growth of credit disbursement comparad 1o the previous vear.

Progress under MFI- Bank Linkage Programme

In the Table- 4, the growth and progress of the microfinance sector under the MFI Bank
Linkage programme from 2014-15 to 2021-22 are shown. The growth of MFI Bank linkage
Programmes over the last eight years are analysed in this on the basis of bank loans disbursed
to MFIs and bank loans outstanding with MFIs.

Table- 4: Progress under MFI- Bank Linkage Programme in India from 2014-15 to 2021-22

Year Loan dishursed by banks to MFIs Loan outstanding against MFIs as on
No. of Growth | Amouont Growth | No. of | Growth | Amwount Growth
MF1s Rate {Rs. Cr.}) | Rate MFIs Rate {Rs. Cr.) | Rate
(%) (%) (%) %)
214-15 597 - 1466817 - Al - 2188713 -
2015-16 647 921 2079557 41.77 2020 -56.65 23580 89 16,88
2016-17 2314 283.42 19304.38 =717 5357 165.20 2022548 14.2%
2017-18 1922 -18.63 25515.23 3207 5073 -5.30 3230593 1054
201B-19 1933 (.63 14625.05 4268 S548B 5.1% 17764068 =450
2019-20 ATED 146:1.00 20226 00 EENT) 15197 17691 200ER 62 6401
2020-21 28542 542 .65 1212034 -440.08 allil 0213 21062.74 2804
2021-22 24628 -14.12 2317345 CINE] 5R753 -3.B6 3486537 65,53
CAGR= TIL13 CAGR= 6.75 CAGR=43.63 CALGR= 688

Source: Status of Microfinance in India, 2021-22, NABARD

In the year 2014-15, only 597 MFIs were financed by the banks with a total amount of
Rs.14668.17 Crore, Similarly, in that year 4660 MFIs had a loan outstanding of Rs.21887.13
crore. [n 2021-22, BRs.23173.45 Crorse was disbursed to 24628 MFIs. During this year 58753
MFls had credit outstanding of Rs 34865 37 crore. The data relating to MFI shows sharp
fluctuations owver the last few wears. Yet the CAGR of both eredit disbursement and credst
outstanding registered positive values of 6.75% and 6.88% respectively. In 2020-21, the
progress of the MFI Bank Linkage programme showed a disappointing picture. During this
year credit disbursement declined by 40.08% and 23.09% respectively as compared to the
figures of the previous vear. As mentionsd earlier, this may be attributed to the worldwide
spread of the Covid-19 pandemic,

Self Help Group Bank Linkage Programme in West Bengal

West Bengal is located at the cemtre of the Eastern Region of India. The State is strategically
positioned with three international frontiers, Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan. The State of
West Bengal borders the States of Jharkhand, Bihar, Orissa, Sikkim & Assam. It stretches for
about 700 km from the blue waters of the Bay of Bengal in the South to the mighty
Himalayas in the North. The arca of West Bengal is 88752 sq. km. which is less than 3% of
the total area of India. According to the 2011 Census of India, the population of the state was
91,347,736 which accounted for 7.55% of the total population of India. (State level Bankers’
Committee, West Bengal, 2022)

The government of West Bengal has taken initiatives to support SHGs through the activities
of the Department of Self Help Group and Self Employment. West Bengal
SwanirbharSahayakPrakalpo (WBSSP) was launched in the 2012-13 financial year with the
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objective of reducing the interest burden on the SHGs accessing bank credit through interest
subvention. The scheme ensures that no SHG pay mwore than 2 per cent as interest for the
bank loan received. The department has also arranged SHG and Self Employment Training.
The objective of the training programme is to provide skill development support to employed
young people as well as members of SHGs with a view to increasing entreprencurship,
livelihood potential and wage employment opportunities. (Department of Self Help Group
and Self Employment, 2022)

Progress of Self Help Group Bank Linkage Programme in West Bengal

West Bengal has linked 6127382 SHGs with bank credit of Rs. 11020.16 Cr. by the end of
March 2022, All the 3 Regional Rural Banks, 13 Central Co-operative Banks, 12 Public
Sector Commercial Banks and 9 Private Commmercial Banks in the state took patt in the SHG
bank linkage programme. Contrary to the national scenario where Commercial Banks took a
lead role in SHG Bank linkage programme in West Bengal the Regional Rural Banks (RRBs)
took the lead in the linkage process by supporting 45.26% of SHGs. In respect of credit
lending also, Regional Rural banks occupied the dominant position by providing 51.26% of
loans to the SHGs. It is also observed that West Bengal accounted for 18.03% of total SHGs
being financed and 11.05% of total credit disburserment throughout India. It ranked third in
terms of credit disbursement followed by Andhra Pradesh and Kerala. (Table- 5)

Table- 5: Agency-wise participation in SHG Bank Linkage Programme in India vis-a-vis
West Bengal
{As on 31 March 2022}

BANKS India West Bengal
MNo. of o Bank ki MNo. of 4 Bank %
SHGs Loan SHGs Loan
{Rs5. Cr.) (Rs. Cr.)
EERBs= 1105178 | 32.52 | 3250124 | 32.68 | 277300 | 4526 | 5649.00 | 51.26
DCCBs 213835 | 6.29 5912.21 5.03 50455 9.70 903.95 B.20

Commercial | 2079254 | 6119 | 6122577 | 61.39 [ 276018 | 45.04 | 4467.12 | 40.54
Banks
Total JA0R267 | 100 9971922 | 104 612782 | 10D 11020.16 | 100
(13.03) (11.05)

* Per cent of national total
Source: Status of Microfinance in India, 2021-22, NABARD

Role of Regional Rural Banks in SHG Bank Linkage Programme in West Bengal

Among the RRBs the BangivaGraminVikash Bank accounted for 50.70% of SHGs
with about 43.97% of credit support provided by RRBs in West Bengal under the SHG bank

linkage programme, followed by the PaschimBangaGramin Bank and UttarbangaKshetriva
Gramin Bank. It 15 shown in Table-6.
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Table- 6: SHG Bank Linkage of RRBs in West Bengal
{as on 31 March 2022)

S1. | Name of RRB Details of SHGs Saving Total Loans disbursed during
Mo linked with Banks the year
. No. of | % Saving | % MNo. of | %5 Loans %o
SHGs S SHGs Disburse
Amou d (Rs.
nt {Rs. Cr.)
Cr.)
1 BangiyaCiramin 22682 | 600 | 10191 | 50.7 | 16503 | 59.5 [ 248398 | 439
Vikash Bank 0 8 8 L] ] 1 7
2 PaschimBanga B4519 (223 | 4B9.63 | 243 | 72056 | 259 | 240828 | 42.6
Gramin Bank ) & 8 3
3 UttarbangaKshetr | 66192 | 17.5 | 501.47 | 24.9 | 40215 | 14.5 | 756.82 13.4
ya 3 4 1 1]
Gramin Bank
Total 37753 | 100 | 2010.2 | 100 | 2773 | 100D | S649.08 | 100
1 8 b

Source: Status of microfinance in India 2021-22, NABARD
Role of Commercial Banks in SHG Bank Linkage Programme in West Bengal

Among the public sector commercial banks 12 banks are associated with extending credit to
SHGs in the state, Punjab Wational Bank alone accounted for 51% in terms of saving
mwhilization and 51.50% in terms of credit support by Commercial Banks in the state under
the SHG Bank linkage programme. Tt is shown in Table-7,

Table-T: SHG Bank Linkage of Public Sector commercial Bank in West Bengal
{as on 31 March 2022)

51 | Name of Public Details of SHGs Saving linked with Total Loans disborsed during the year
No. | sector T cial Banks
Bank Nao. of % Savings % Mo af kD Loans %%
SHGs Amount SHGs Disbursed
(Bs Cr.} {Bs. Cr.}
i Bank of Baroda 17921 315 6260 237 S304 3.41 117.949 2.64
2 Bank of India 33476 5.8 T9.45 3. 3448 1.25 0.2 0.67
3 Bank of Maharashtra S0 0.01 231.El 0.0 7 0.01 0.0 0.01
4 Canara Bank 23270 4.09 113.12 4.28 451 0.16 B.67 0.19
5 | Central Bank of India | 59304 10.42 249.08 942 IR739 14.04 531.58 11.91
[ Indian Bank T0036 12.31 05,05 Li.eg% 4B729 17.66 9TL2l 21.75
7 | Indian Owverscas Bank | 4285 075 2317 1.1 2629 0.95 45.86 1.03
B Punjab & Sind Bank 635 011 101.36 004 165 0.06 293 0.07
9 | Punjab Mational Bank | 217332 | 315.19 1348.36 SO0 | 144713 | 52446 2259937 51.50
10 State Bank of India 123527 | 21.M1 3E9.38 14.73 L6513 599 261.99 5.87
11 UCO Bank 1] 0 0 0 1934 0.70 25.61 0.57
12 | Union Bank of India [ETER] 337 66,10 2.50 o146 331 169.57 3T
Total S69016 100 2643.71 100 I75872 1040 4464.98 104}

Sowurce: Status of microfinance in India, NABARD

Private Sector Commercial Banks participated in the SHG Bank Linkage programme guite
late, From Table-8, it can be seen that as on March 31, 2022, nine Private Sector Commercial
Banks took pant in SBLF. It is worth mentioning that the contribution of Private Sector
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Commercial Banks is quite small compared to other types of banks. Another important fact
about the private sector commencial banks is that though 9 private sector commercial banks
are present in this programme, [DB] bank accounted for almost the credit disbursement by
the private sector commercial banks, Its contribution to saving mobilization and credit
disbursement was 66.24% and 99.32% respectively.

Table 8: SHG Bank Linkage of Private Sector commercial Bank in West Bengal
{as on 31 March 2022)

ISSN-2348-3849

SI. | Name of Public | Details of SHGs Saving linked Total Loans disbursed during
sector with Banks the year
Ne. | commercial = . = =
Bank No. of | %0 Savings | ™ No. of | % Loan= Yo
Amount Disbursed
SHGs (Rs. SHGs (Rs.
Lakh) Lakh)
I | Barwdhan Bank WS | j2ee [ 21714 27.72 0 0 ] 0
2 | DB Bank 6 0.08 204 26 0 0 o 1]
3 | Federal Bank 3 0.04 .05 0 0 0 ] 1]
4 | HDFC Bank 1 0.01 270 34 I (68 3.63 0.68
5 | ICICI Bank 1 013 5Tl 0.73 a 0 o 1]
G IDBI Bank G019 | 75 g9 52021 66.42 145 .31 I1.m g9 32
7 Karnataka Bank 35 0.4 1.14 015 0 0 0 1]
3 KHHEV}'B}'E 2440 3066 L1} i}
Bank 3.03 391 0 o
% | YES Bank o2 760 359 .46 ] 0 ] 1]
Total 7921 T83.26 146 213.64

Source: Status of microfinance in India, 2021-22; NABARD

Role of Central Cooperative Banks in SHG Bank Linkage Programme in West Bengal

Central Co-operative Banks occupied an important position in the SHG-Bank linkage
programme as this agency was a party for providing about 51,26% of total credit to SHGs in
the state. Nadia DCCB leads the race among the DCCBs followed by Tamluk- Ghatal CCB
(Table- 9. Nadia DCCB accounted for 49.10% in saving mobilization and 43.44% in credit
disbursement respectively. It has been observed that Murshidabad DCCB neither accepted
any savings from SHGs nor provided any eredit to SHGs. Alkhough The Jalpaiguri DCCB
was engaged in the credit linkage of SHGs but it failed to provide any credit to SHGs.
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ISSN-2348-3849

Table- %: SHG Bank Linkage of Cooperative Bank in West Bengal
(a5 on 31 March 2022}

SI.

N,

Mame of
Cooperative
Bank

Details of SHGs Saving linked

with Banks

Total Loans disbursed during the

year

Mo, of | %0

SHGs

Savings
LR NTH T
(Rs, Cr.)

Mw, ol

SHGs

T

Loans
Dishursed
{Rs. Cr.)

Balageria C'entral
Cooperative Bank

Central
Cooperative Bank

Bankura District

4137 3.2z

2.39

45

RIECRE

SBR

527

1.

15,33

4491

Birbhum District
Central
Cooperative Bank

334 2.57

LRt

(19

103

019

L.

018

arjeeling
Dhistrict Central
Cooperative Bank

R 1,66

(A7

239

LR

Gl

Howrah Dristrict
Central
Cooperative Bank

52498

14,05

IR0

T.20

6z A5

B.B6

Mualda Dastrict
Central
Cooperative Bank

G745 .58

4.36

(n853

54318

1

9265

Murshidabad
Dristrict Central
Cooperative Bank

L] 0

L

LE]

Madia District
Central
Cooperative Bank

40298 3134

IS8 T6

449,10

BIE2

43787

4544

Furulia District
Central
Cooperative Bank

3045 142

B3R

163

0,34

028

Raigan C Central
Cooperative Bank

G765 526

18.71

3.55

952

a.1n

2464

273

Tamluk-Ghatal
Central
Cooperative Bank

L7198 13.37

E7.70

16.64

5148

052

LE3 56

12.56
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12 The 4644 3.61 .59 1.31 217 1.70 12.20 1.36
DakshinDinajpur
District Central
Cooperative Bank

13 The Jalpaiguri 2562 1.9 [ 643 122 |0 0 [ 0
District Central
Cooperative Bank

14 \-’ir]:.’s:iugﬂr G368 405 2140 E i 453 R.Gl o723 1076
Central
Cooperative Bank

Total 128584 5269568 59455 3502

Source: Status of microfinance in India, 2021-22, NABARD

Conclusion

SHG Bank Linkage Programme becomes the major poverty financial inclusion programme. It
i proven to be the most extensive microfinance programme in the world. This programme
enables the poor to pool their limited resources as well as to get finance for initiating incomse
generating activities. In India, the progress of thizs programme in terms of both saving
mwbilization and credit disbursement to SHGS showed an upward trend over the last few
years. The worldwide spread of Coid-19 pandemic had an adverse impact on this programme
only it the vear 2020-21. But in the very next year, this programme recoverad itself quite
tremendously. The contribution of West Bengal to this propramme is worth mentioning. West
Bengal stood third in terms of loan disbursement to SHGs afier Andhra Pradesh and Kerala.
Commercial banks, RRBs and cooperative banks take place in SBLF in West Bengal.
Currently, commercial banks occupy the dominant position in West Bengal with respect to
this programme followed by RRBs and cooperative banks, Among public sector commercial
banks, Punjab Mational Bank stood first, while IDBI Bank occupied a dominant position
among private sector commercial banks. Among RRBs, BangiyaGraminVikash Bank
occupied the top position followed by PaschimBangaGramin Bank and Uttar
BangaKshetriyaGramin Bank. Madia District Central Cooperative Bank stood first among
cooperative banks in terms of both saving mobilization and credit disbursement.
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REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY AND INFORMATION LITERACY:
AN INDIAN PERSPECTIVE

Dr. Pranab Kumar Ganguly*

It is well known, well accepted and at the same time well established truth that
literacy and education are fundamental precondition for the success of representative
democracy --a system where people irrespective of age, sex, race, religion, economic
condition have equal right to exercise their right to franchise. But mere constitutional
recognition of right to vote is not at all a sufficient condition to critically, conscientiously
and successfully participate in the process of forming government--be it at the
Panchayat level, state level or national level. Moreover, only academic qualification
doesn't guarantee effective participation in the process of the formation of
government; what is essential in this age of information revolution is critical
awareness of every important issue relating to local level, state level, national level
and even international level. Lack of literacy, awareness and political awareness
leads to hamper the very root of democracy. So, in a democracy where the people
are ultimate source of legitimate power, the citizens should not only be qualified
and literate, they must have critical awareness of multidimensional issues. People
must be critically aware of what is happening around them. Many qualified
persons are found to be less interested in what is happening in the political world;
they are less bothered about activities of different political parties and less
informative about the activities of the political leaders who are in a position to lead
the nation. In a representative democracy or in a participatory democratic system
the electorate should know well about the leadership quality, efficiency, level of
education, integrity, honesty, sense of dedication, about direct and indirect contact
with the people and equally their sense of well being of the people. In a participatory
democracy no citizen is supposed to be casual towards political parties and their
leaders. In representative democracy government means party government. So,
the citizens must be well informed about the parties and their leaders. We the
citizens must not take an ostrich view towards political parties and their leaders nor
we should be indifferent towards the important socio-political, economic and
important issues which are directly or indirectly related to the process of all round
development of a nation.

*WBES Librarian, Govt. Training College, Hooghly. E-mail : gangulypranab1958@gmail.com
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In order to be aware of each and every important issue people must be informative--a quality
which can be acquired through information seeking behaviour. Again, this kind of behaviour or
thirst for varied information can be developed among the people through information literacy.
One might opine in this context that the habit of seeking information should develop among the
learners from their very school stage.

In a representative democracy people are the ultimate source of power. It is an indirect
democracy. In fact, representative democracy refers to the facts that in this system of democracy
people directly participate in the process of franchise and accordingly form government. People
have every right to remove the old government and install a new one in place of the old. In a
representative democracy people participate in decision making process indirectly. They choose
their representatives through an election process. These elected representatives meet and make
decision for the entire population. So, in this system people indirectly participate in the decision-
making process. So, in such a system of democracy elections is a very important issue and at
the same time a vital process. For electing right government to rule the people in a right way and
to lead the nation in the path of all round development every citizen must be critically aware of
every important issue.

Today in this age of population explosion it is not possible to sit together to take decision on
any issue. Moreover, everyone is not able to take right decision , especially for the people who
are citizens of the third world countries like ours where crores of people are still illiterate and
many more people are neo-literates while many others are semi-literates. Besides, political
parties are very important factor in a representative democracy. As a matter of fact, political
parties in a representative democracy fight among themselves to win majority seats to form
government. It is the process of universal adult franchise that the people form government and
it is the process of election that people can change the same government . Thus it is through
election that people can exercise control over the government. It is in this context that we
should remember that the government is of the people, for the people and by the people. As it
has been stated above that people participate in the process of polling and caste their valuable
votes according to their choice and thereby elect the representatives to form government.

It may be stated that the concept of democracy is not any new concept. It is as old as
Athenian democracy. In such a system of democracy people used to get every opportunity to
directly participate in the process of decision-making on every important issue.-the issues or
matters that influence the lives of the citizens. It may be termed as participatory democracy.
But unlike Athenian democracy today we are in indirect democratic system where people do
not directly rule themselves, rather rules through elected representatives. In a participative
democratic system people's needs and interests get priority. Interest of the people becomes the
central focus of political decision-making process. Citizens are the heart of democracy and their
opinion acts as basis of change. In a participatory democracy citizens are provided with every
opportunity to participate in the decision making. Through this participation the people give
impulse for change. There are different levels of participatory democratic practices. Information,
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consultation, dialogues and partnership and many others to organize participation Participatory
democracy supports public authorities and civil society stockholders to establish sustainable
mechanisms for civil participation. Through round table events, expert roundtable discussion
and public campaigns it raises local authorities and civil society organizations' awareness, builds
knowledge regarding interactional issues. It fact, participatory democracy is a type of democracy
which is itself a form of government.

Democracy has two main sub-types: direct and representative democracy. While direct
democracy is the original concept; its representative version is very widespread today. Today's
representative democracy is indirect democracy. Public participation in this context is the inclusion
of the public in the activities of polity. It can be any process that directly engages citizens in
decision making and give consideration to its impact.

In almost all forms of representative democracy political parties hold key place. One might
go a few steps ahead and opine that today's democracy is party democracy As a matter of fact,
political parties actively participate in the process of franchise and people vote for the symbols
of different parties. Joining political parties allows citizens to participate in democratic systems,
but is not considered participatory democracy. As a matter of fact, participatory democracy
existed in different forms. Its modern theory is developed by Jean-Jacques Rousseau in the
eighteenth century and later promoted by John Stuart Mill and GDH Cole who argued that
political participation is indispensable for a just society. In the early twenty-first century,
participatory democracy has been most widely studied and experimented with.

Needless to say, democracy provides an environment that respects human rights and
fundamental freedom and in which the truly expressed will of people is exercised. To be sure, in
any form of representative democracy and in form of government the role of citizens or people
at large is very important. In a democracy people are the ultimate source of legitimate power.
So, the opinion of people is supposed to be informed and educated one. So awareness in general
and political awareness of the people in particular are required to be given due emphasis. The
electorates must be literate and educated one to exercise their valuable opinion. Here it may be
argued that mere formal literacy and formal education or educational qualifications are not
sufficient condition for the success of representative democracy. In order to achieve the
fundamental objectives of democracy people from all walks of life must have to be information
literate.

In a representative democracy effective or informed political participation presupposes
information literacy on the part of the electorates. Thus, information literacy is an important tool
for supporting informed participation not only in the political process but at the same time in the
process of socio-economic development. In fact, information literacy refers to accessing,
evaluating, managing and communicating information. So an information literate person is one
who realizes the social, cultural and political implications of information. An information literate
person knows how to utilize information for the best advantages both at work and in everyday
life. Such person with the habit of seeking information identify the most useful information when
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making decision, when voting or to participate in community life. They are able to evaluate,
newscast, advertisements and political campaigning speeches. The five important components
of information literacy are: identify, find, evaluate, apply and acknowledge. In fact, as education
is a life-long process information literacy is equally a life-long learning process. The process of
information literacy today should begin with the school life in the life of every learner. This
process of information literacy continues in the life of the learner and develops in their life of
higher education and then continues throughout their life. Information literacy aims to teach
students how to find information and prepare them for life-long learning. The students can find
information needed for any assignment, project or decision at hand. Information literacy helps
an individual to use and create information to achieve their personal, social, occupational and
educational goals. It helps every citizens to develop political awareness which is one of the
fundamental factors for the success of representative democracy.

In view of growing complexities in the field of social, political, economic, religious, cultural
and many other fields which are related to our daily lives people living in the system of
representative democracy will have to acquire critical information literacy; otherwise the
representative democracy will suffer a serious setback. In fact, critical information instruction is
an important factor to develop knowledge, skill, and sense of responsibility as a responsible
citizen of nation where representative democracy prevails. In a democratic system critical
awareness or heightened awareness among the people in general and that of young people in
particular regarding social injustice and many other evil forces that weaken the base of people's
democracy and equally the spirit of democracy, is an important question to be reckoned with.
The younger generation will have to be aware of the ugly faces of disintegrating forces and
combat such challenges for the success of democracy. According to Smith, Lauren, critical
pedagogy is an educational movement which gives people opportunity to develop the knowledge,
skills, sense of responsibility necessary to engage in the culture of questioning. Mr. Smith further
says that a central feature of critical pedagogical approach is critical literacy which teaches
analysis and critiquing skills. Critical literacy has been recommended by a number of authors as
a valuable aspect to inculcate in information literacy instruction. Critical information literacy
could contribute to enabling the development of political agency and increasing the meaningful
and active involvement in democratic processes. With the focus on value of information literacy
becoming increasingly important within library and information science, it is important to be
aware of its roots. Information literacy is required to adopt a critical approach in order to
meaning fully engage with the democratic social goals of library and information science and
address some of the limitations of information literacy theories. Critical information can help the
younger people to develop critical awareness which is of much importance for the success of
representative democracy. Every citizen of a nation will have to be an informed one.

In view of the necessity of information awareness, information literacy education for all the
learners is almost a crying need of the hour. It must begin with school stage of the pupils. It
should be there across the curriculum. In this context the role of academic libraries in particular
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deserves special mention. The democratic role of libraries is very crucial. The academic library
is a common platform of every member of its parent institution, while public library is known as
people's university and it is also known as community resource centre. According to UNESCO
Public Library Manifesto, public Library is a living force for education, culture and information
and an essential agent for fostering of peace and welfare through the minds of all people.
UNESCO in its Public Library Manifesto for the first time spells out the key missions that relate
to information, library, education and culture and should be at the core of public library services;
creating and strengthening reading skills and habits in children from an early age. So, UNESCO
emphasizes that every citizen shall have to be educated and informative. So every individual in
society must have information literacy that can be provided to all people irrespective of age, sex,
race, cast and community. In fact, a library exists when three components like the readers, the
books and the staff are in purposive contact with one another. The libraries in traditional sense
of the term have played and are still playing crucial role since its very inception. With the
passage of time varied kinds of libraries have come into existence with varied role to play. The
so called and much discussed virtual library or E-Library could not replace the old traditional
library. The traditional libraries are still working in full swing . In this age of technological
revolution and its increasing sophistication library exists all over the world. In case of
technologically advanced societies in Asia, Europe and America libraries have not been abolished.
In fact, this information centre is internally connected with civil society. No educated society
prevails without library-either public library or other kinds of libraries. Hence inspite of constant
threat from modern information technology to replace the library in traditional sense of the term
by E-Library or Virtual Library, as a social institution the traditional libraries are playing their
part in educating the people and enriching society with necessary and varied information. Needless
to say , the basic objective of every library is to develop an educated people; while the academic
library helps in imparting higher knowledge in different fields, field-specific and subject-specific
knowledge, , imparts knowledge in different disciplines and at the same times provides knowledge
in information literacy, the research and special libraries contribute in providing specialized
knowledge in specialized fields. It deserves mention that apart from providing specialized
knowledge in varied specialized fields, the special libraries can provide information literacy to
the researchers which help them to be socio-politically aware and that of the things happening
around them. It is true that public library is different from other kind of libraries in its structure
and function , but there is no contradiction between the public library on the one hand and other
kind of libraries on the other, because the basic objective of all kinds of libraries are fundamentally
same i.e. to develop an educated society where every individual will be literate and educated
and each individual will have information literacy knowledge.. Knowledge in information literacy
helps the people to have awareness of all important issues, be it social, economic, political or
economic. Such an awareness is not only desirable but equally required in the life of every
citizen for effective participation in the process of nation building or in other words, in a
representative democracy like ours people are expected to have their participation in the political
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process critically and conscientiously. In order to develop educated and conscious citizens
public libraries and school libraries must come forward on the basis of active cooperation and
collaboration for giving information literacy knowledge along with literacy knowledge to the
illiterate masses and for developing self-reading ability to the neo-literates. In Public Library
Act in West Bengal it was stated that the rural libraries will take adult education classes. On the
basis of active collaboration the public libraries and school libraries will serve the information
needs of the people, provide literacy knowledge and at the same time information literacy. In so
doing these libraries in collaboration among themselves and in collaboration with the literacy
canters and voluntary agents will be able to ensure educational development of the illiterate
masses and school libraries on the basis of co-operation and collaboration with the local rural
libraries will serve the information needs of the pupils. As a matter of fact, public library provides
free services such as pre-school story times to encourage early literacy among the children who
will be future participants in the process of nation building including that of the process of
franchise.

Needless to say, in the 21st century information is most valuable capital. It is required by
every conscious citizen every now and then. But unfortunately there are many in our country
and in many third world countries who are hardly aware of their information needs. Such people
have very poor level of information awareness. So , initiatives are required to be taken to
develop information-seeking behavior among such people who lack information literacy
knowledge. Information literacy helps to promote problem solving approaches, thinking skills,
asking questions and seeking answers, finding information, forming opinion, evaluating sources
and making decisions, fostering successful learners, effective contributors, confident individuals
and responsible citizens. An individual and/or a learner having information literacy education
and further personal learning can successfully cope with every important walk of life. The
importance of planned information searches and priotrising potential sources of information help
a learner to acquire knowledge and skills and also critical awareness. So, the pupils can learn
information literacy across the curriculum. Since today's children are tomorrow's citizens the
success of representative democracy most crucially depends on them. Today's children will
have to participate tomorrow in the process of the formation of government. Today's
representative democracy is indirect democracy. Public participation in this context is the inclusion
of public in the activities of polity. It can be any process that directly engages citizens in decision
making and give consideration to its impact.

In any form of government and in that of representative democracy the role of the citizens
or that of the electorate becomes decisive factor in the formation of government. People are the
ultimate source of legitimate power in a democracy. Quite logically therefore, the opinion of the
people is supposed to be informed and educated one. So , awareness in general and political
awareness of the people in particular is required to be given due emphasis in a representative
democratic system. The electorate must be well-informed and educated ones to express their
valuable opinions. It deserves mention in this context that mere formal literacy and formal
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education or educational qualification are not sufficient condition for the success of representative
democracy. In order to achieve the fundamental objective of democracy propel from all walks
of life will have to be information literate.

In a representative democracy effective or informed political participation presupposes
information literacy knowledge of the people. So information literacy is an important tool for
supporting informed participation not only in the political process but equally in that of socio-
economic development.. in fact, information literacy refers to assessing, evaluating, managing
and communicating information. So, an information literate person is one who realize the social,
cultural and political implications of information. An information literate person knows how to
use information for the best advantages both at work and in everyday life. Such person with
habit of seeking information identify the most useful information when making decision, when
voting or to participate in community life. They are able to evaluate newscasts, advertisement
and political campaign speeches. The five important components of information literacy are:
identify, find, evaluate, apply and acknowledge. In fact, as education is a life long process,
information literacy is also a lifelong learning process. The process of information literacy today
should begin in the life of every learner with school life, it develops in their life of higher
education and then continues throughout their life. Whatever the children learn in their childhoods
continues throughout their life, information literacy being no exception. Information literacy
aims to teach students how to find information and prepare them for lifelong learning. The
students can find information needed for any assignment, project or decision at hand. Information
literacy helps an individual to use and create information to achieve their personal, occupational,
social and educational goals. It helps every citizen to develop political awareness which is one of
the fundamental factors that works behind the success of representative democracy. The critical
information literacy instruction is an important factor that develops knowledge, skills, sense of
responsibility among the individuals of a nation where representative democracy prevails. In a
democratic system critical awareness or heightened awareness of people in general and that of
young generation in particular acts as an important factor to raise voice against social injustice
and also against many other evil forces that weaken the very base and spirit of democracy.
Hence, in every democratic system critical information literacy of the people from all walks of
life is a very crucial factor to be reckoned with. The younger generation will have to be aware
of the ugly faces of disintegrating forces and to combat the challenges to ensure the successful
working of representative democracy. According to Smith, Lauren, critical pedagogy is an
educational movement which gives people opportunity to develop the knowledge, skills, and
sense of responsibility necessary to engage in a culture of questioning. Mr. Smith further says
that a central feature of critical pedagogical approach is critical literacy which teaches analysis
and critiquing skills. Critical literacy has been recommended by a number of authors as a valuable
aspect to include in information literacy instruction. Critical information literacy could contribute
to enabling in the development of political agency and in increasing meaningful and active
involvement in democratic processes. With the focus on the value of information literacy
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becoming increasingly important within library and information science, it is important to be
aware of its roots. Information literacy is required to adopt a critical approach in order to
meaningfully engage with the democratic social goals of library and information science.. Critical
information can help the younger people to develop critical awareness which is of much
importance for the success of representative democracy. Every citizen of a democratic country
will have to be informed one. Libraries as information resource centers can enormously contribute
to develop critical outlook of the people.

India is one of the largest representative democracies in the world. It deserves mention that
the people of India have experienced more than seventy-five years of the system of representative
democracy. One might question regarding the success of representative democracy in this
country. Jawarlal Nehru was in favour of socialistic patter of society in our country. How far his
dream of the said pattern of society has been successful? In this context it may be stated that
India since its independence has been experiencing multidimensional problems which are quite
detrimental to the health and spirit of representative democracy. Problems of cast, communalism,
secessionist movement in different parts of India, the ugly faces of poverty, illiteracy and many
other problems are weakening the very base of democracy. Perhaps it will not be over -
simplication to say that one of the most crucial factors for such increasing problems in our
country is illiteracy which leads to create ignorance and poverty. In fact, poverty and illiteracy
are two sides of the same coin. We are lagging far behind the achievement of total literacy and
self-reading ability of many neo-literates. Problems like illiteracy, poverty, lack of political
awareness and that of self-confidence are acting as enemies of representative democracy of
India. Behind population problem in India illiteracy and poverty are working as important factors.
In India population problem is an alarming one. There are many in our country who do not follow
family planning norm. here also illiteracy and lack of awareness have become contributory. So,
what is essential is to control population. If we can control population growth, it will lead to
decrease many a problem. It needs awareness of the people in general and educationally and
economically backward people in particular.

For the development of information literacy of the illiterate and neo-literate adults some
agents like public library, literacy centers, voluntary organizations, Village Panchayat, Zilaparisod
and the like should come forward on the basis of collaboration. Such collaboration can effectively
contribute to the development of information literacy knowledge. For the students or learners
government should make necessary provision in the curriculum for teaching information literacy.
It should be taught across the curriculum. So, the major problems that come in the way of
successful working of representative democracy are required to be solved without further delay
and for this purpose the knowledge in information literacy of every citizen should be gives due
emphasis. In fact, success of representative democracy and learning of information literacy are
closely inter related.
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